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Abstract 

In the society of today there are many different activities related to land use. This requires decisions 

on for what purposes land should be used, including exploitation/development, production as well as 

conservation (Larsson, 2010). Many situations in society show shortage of land for different kinds of 

development due to different types of land use restrictions, preservations and use rights to land. 

Conflicts around land use are evident in many countries, arising around mining, environmental and 

cultural values, etc., often leading to debates about for what the land should be used and 

controversial decisions on such use. It is thus becoming increasingly urgent to find ways to deal with 

competing interests in land. 

The presented study (Liedholm, et al., in press) investigates situations with incompatible land use 

and how conflicting rights in such situations can be detected and classified. Examples of such 

situations are the reallocation of the city Kiruna in the Northern part of Sweden due to mine 

extensions, and the ongoing conflict between national preservation and private mining interests in 

Bunge, on the Swedish island of Gotland in the Baltic Sea. Several areas with interests of national 

value (deposits of substances and materials, water supply, nature, recreation etc.) are overlapping 

and to some extent competing with each other in those two examples. 

In the study we have used a standardized terminological framework for classification of interests in 

land, the Legal Cadastral Domain Model (Paasch, 2012), to classify conflicting rights and other 

interests in land in the areas of Kiruna and Bunge. This framework offers a way of clarifying complex 

situations where several restrictions on land use apply, both for authorities and for the public. 

Describing the conflicting rights in a detailed and standardized way will facilitate a comparison of 

these rights and increase the knowledge of in what way different sustainability goals may sometimes 

be mutually exclusive and the social, economic and environmental consequences of this in a property 

right’s perspective. 
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