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The Political Economy of Global Detoxification/ Ecological 
Sustainability 
The suggested  paper has its roots in two sets of research attempts: 

1) In the most recent I reflected  on which 'interd isciplinarities' would  have to be used  

in order to create useful images of how product chains spanning the globe can 

become more benign to the global eco-system. My case focused  on global 

'detoxification'.  

A central part of this first-mentioned  research attempt was summarised  in a report 

titled  The doll, the globe and the boomerang - chemical hazards futures introduced by a doll 

travelling from China to Sweden.1 The product chain that I use as illustration starts in 

the heart of the new workshop of the world  – the Pearl River Delta in the South 

Chinese province Guandong. A number of 'interd isciplinarities' are used  to create the 

most important image to be called  forth in the report – that of 'global detoxification 

from below'.  

The 'interd isciplinarities' can also be used  to d iscuss which forces – political, social 

economic etc – which would  be needed to foster the developments d iscussed .  

 

2) The second set of research attempts to which I will refer dates further back in time 

and dealt with the room for 'user-led  innovation /  demand shaping' in the evolution 

of production and  consumption patterns which will be more benign to eco-systems 

(here too my cases focused  on 'detoxification' albeit in a more Euro-centred  

perspective). 'Demand shaping' refers to a process that mirrors the innovation 

process and  is of special relevance when it comes to sustainable innovation. Demand 

shapers might for instance be INGOs.2 To highlight the 'demand  shaping' implies 

that the emergence of innovations normally assumed is put into question. At least 

when it comes to the sustainable innovations of the future. The concept was 

developed in my d issertation but has only partly been explained  in English.3 

 

The suggested  paper is relevant for political economy in the sense that it deals with 

the institutional /  economical policy changes needed in order to create space for 

innovations, production patterns, consumption patterns, stimulus policies etc which 

are compatible with the dynamic carrying capacity of the earth. With the term 

dynamic I stress that I refer to the capacity as extended by reasonable advances in 

technology.  

 

But the paper also boarders on sociological /  political science d iscourses since it 

d iscusses the forces alluded  to above.  

 

Very important are what I call Marxian forces. I d iscuss those – focused  on China – 

with the help mainly of a group of ethnic Chinese scholars. They form a prime 

                                                 
1 Hollander (2011) at Gävle UP. <www.diva-portal.org/ smash/ get/ d iva2:460991/ FULLTEXT01>. 

2 INGOs = International Non-Governmental Organisations 

3 I here refer to Hollander (1995) and  The noble art of demand shaping - how the tenacity of sustainable 

innovation can be explained by it being radical in a new sense (2003). 
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example of internal "Southern" forces for reversal.4 An important conclusion from the 

work of those scholars is that "despite formidable institutional odds, Chinese 

workers do resist ... the commodification of labour power".5  

 

Important "Northern" support for "internal Southern forces", such as the Chinese 

mentioned , will be needed. I call some of the non-governmental forces "Castellian 

forces"  with reference to Manuel Castells' d iscussion of the multi-pronged movement 

that has started  to act on global warming.6 INGOs, Unions and  progressive 

academics are among those forces. 

 

"Gramscian forces"  – progressives within public bodies – are also essential in spite of 

the weakening of state regulatory power which is crucial when interpreting our 

times. Entrepreneurial forces (Schumpeterian forces [?]) willing to interact with 

progressive demand shapers will also be crucial as well as Green Keynesians who 

might see the present financial crises as an opportunity to start conversion. 

 

The paper(s) which I have in mind have clear relations to at least four EAEPE 

research areas: [D] Innovation and  Technological Change; [F] Environment-Economy 

Interactions; [L] Labour Economics and  [W] Global Evolutionary Econom ic Policy. 

 

                                                 
4 Internal "Southern" forces here refers to forces in "the Global South". 

5 Hsing and  Lee (ed 's) (2009) Reclaiming Chinese Society – the new social activism. Page 42.  

6 Castells (2007) Communication Power ... Pp  238-266. 


