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The presentation shares the results of the several projects Ukrainian Step by Step Foundation
implemented in 2007-2008 to reach the main actors, who can contribute in the development of inclusive
education in Ukraine, including school directors, teacher training institutions, mass-media, special
education representatives, and politicians.

Education for Children with Disabilities in Azerbaijan:
Barriers and Opportunities

Ulviya Mikailova, Yusif Agayev, Almaz Akhmedova, Nigar Aliyeva, Ramiz Behbudov,
Ulkar Isazade, Elmina Kazimzade, Yulia Karimova
Center for Innovations in Education, Azerbasjan

In Azerbaijan the approach towards education of children with disabilides (CWD) has been usually
associated with the education of CWD in special schools, separated from other children. 41% of 28,542
registered CWD in Azerbaijan are educated in special schools or at home, 0.5% is invélved in inclusive
education, and the rest do not receive an education at all. This research was conducted to study the level
of educational provisions for CWD in Azerbaijan in terms of policies, tesources, and teaching practices,
and to provide recommendations to stregthen the capacity of the national government to bring about
policy reforms, ensute adequate resource allocation, and promote programming that supports inclusive
education. The methodology was designed to collect data on the provision of eudcation through policies,
legislation, resources, teaching practices, services, and family. Our research methodology combines a
mixture of both qualitative and quantitative methods, such as structured and semi-structured interviews,
focus group discussions, observation of teaching practices, and secondaty data analysis. The survey was
conducted in 13 regions of the country with the highest number of CWD and a wide range of available
educational provisions for CWD, such as segregated special education, home schooling, and inclusive
education. The main findings of the research related to the analysis of the national educational policy and
legislation, education access, quality of teaching, and families' attitudes towards educational mainstreaming
of CWD will be presented to the audience.

Life Worlds of Small Children with Severe Disabilities in their Homes

Lia Kalinnikova
Pomor State University, Russia

Magnus Magnusson
Stockholm University, Sweden

Investigations into a child's life world must be based on careful studies of the elements of children's daily
life. A child’s life is built upon the environment created by the social and physical realities around the
specific child. One of the important realities (especially for infants and children of early age: 1-3 years old)
is the environment, which a child occupies close to his/her elders in the home.
Small children are not able to construct their life world independently yet, but they influence significant
characteristics of this environment. An indicator of this influence on the construction of personal "life
space" is its imprint on a home environment. The imprint of the "life space” of a child is created by
images from the environment filled of meanings of children's day-to-day life in the home.
This is a presentation of an ongoing family study of 15 families of infants with severe disabilities at an
early age (1-3). The main focus is describing and understanding the meanings of a child's "life space"
through its visibility in the home space.
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