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Abstract: 

The aim of this study was to pursue an investigation on the educational performance of 

immigrant children living in Sweden by means of interviews and in the light of the social 

capital theory. With some earlier researchers suggesting that children with immigrant 

background have the tendency of performing lower in school compared to native children. 

This study uses Social capital theory to highlight the relationship between individuals and 

social structures influencing families in terms of educational performance of their 

children. The study was carried out qualitatively with four immigrants parents been 

interviewed. The result of the interviews showed that parent’s role in their children’s 

educational performance is vital as well as the role of the community. The study also 

raises a question of self-confidence of children and parents. The result furthered showed 

that children’s educational performance is influenced by activities. 
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                                     1. Introduction 
 

1.1 Introduction 
International migration is an integral part of the contemporary movement of the world. 

From one hand, achievement of science and technology have given possibilities for more 

than millions of individuals to move around the globe in a cheaper , easier and faster way 

to search, for instance, things as opportunity, jobs, education and quality of life. And from 

another hand, it has increased poverty, inequality, conflicts, and a lack of sustainable 

livelihoods which has compelled individuals to leave their homes in order to find a better 

future for themselves and their families abroad (United Nation, 2017). 

According to United Nation´s (2017) Migration Report, the approximate number of 

refugees and asylum seekers in the world was around 25.9 million in the beginning of 

2017. The developing regions hosted 82.5 % of the world’s refugees and asylum seekers. 

Due to this situation, developing countries stand for the most part of the burden and 

responsibility of hosting and caring for refugees’ immigrants. In recent times, much 

attention has been paid to how the immigrant children are integrated. In the process of 

integrating of immigrant’s children, the education system of the host country plays an 

important role (Hana, Hasman, & Kostelecka 2017, p. 38). This is because some study 

shows that good education with positive outcome creates a sense of belonging to the host 

society, as well as leading to a successful integration (Stromquist, 2012). 

The organization for economic co-operation and development (2015, p. 15), recorded that 

the active response to immigrant children education has an “impact on the economic and 

social well-being” of their host nation. In the sense that education has a contributing role 

to play towards the creation of a better future for the immigrant children and the society 

at large. 

One of the contemporary situations found among immigrant children across Europe is the 

poor educational performance in schools (OECD, 2015). Developing countries, with a 

long history of immigration are facing one of the biggest challenges in the educational 

system - poor educational outcomes of foreign-born children. It was registered that 

children who are born in Africa as well as unaccompanied minors have a higher risk 

compared to other immigrant children of failing at school (Grönqvist & Niknami, 2017, 

p 7). The OECD (2015, p.4) showed that the school system of a nation is an important 

factor in helping immigrant children succeed in their education. How the school integrate 

immigrant students to understand the curriculum of the immigrant children new school is 
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an important aspect that must be considered since every country educational curriculum 

differs from each other. 

The Local (2016), a newspaper journal in Sweden, have reported overtime with a 

discourse that states immigrants’ children in Sweden have a lower performance in school 

compared to native children. This is correlated with previous research and statistics from 

SCB (2017) that has supported this discourse. Earlier researchers have argued that there 

are many factors that contribute to the poor educational performance of immigrant 

children. Hana et al., (2017) have suggested that social structure is part of the contributing 

factors that affect immigrant children's education and how an individual perform 

educationally are sometimes because of the parent’s social capital among other things. 

However in Sweden, One of the key findings apart from the language struggle is that 

‘socio-economic status of parents is strongly linked to the size of the performance gap, as 

is the importance of neighborhood of residence’ (The Local 2017, p. 1). It was reported 

in this study that the gap decreases when the achievements of immigrant and native 

students who attend the same schools and have the same socio-economic background 

were compared (Ibid). 

Furthermore, language plays an important role in the process of integration of immigrants 

and has an impact on the educational performance of the children. Often, parental 

limitations in the language skills has  an impact on their child's school performance, this 

is because parents won’t be able to provide their children with the full support in their 

learning process (Harte & Janta, 2016, p 15). Poor language skill makes it hard for parents 

to take an active part in their child's educational process and create a relational gap 

between parents and school. For example, it restricts parents in the participation as part 

of parents' committees or other school activities (Dumčius, Hanna, Ides, Jana, & Indre, 

2013).  

To get a more profound understanding about poor education performance among 

immigrant children, the author has chosen to investigate this subject in the light of 

interviews with parents and social capital theory. Although the educational system in 

Sweden has a role to play in the educational outcomes of immigrant children. OECD 

(2015) has stressed that the role of a parent towards a child’s education goes a long way. 

Therefore, the author sees the need to explore the challenges and issues that contributes 

to immigrant children poor educational performances from the parent’s perspectives.  
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1.2 Significance of the study in social work: 
This aim of this study is sociopolitical and concerns social work in the meaning of good 

living conditions because of the assumption that equal conditions of education are 

important for all children to promote quality living. This study is relevant to international 

social work because it aims to find answers that can be helpful in tackling the issues that 

contributes to immigrant children poor educational performance and chances of life in 

Sweden. 

Skolverket (2011, p. 16), the curriculum for compulsory school in Sweden has several 

guidelines that helps to promote and make the school environment conducive and 

coherent place for every child regardless their background.  

Even though the Swedish school aims to create a school of equality Sweden, the problem 

of poor educational performance among immigrant children remains. Good school 

performance has been noticed to an important cause for the further life chances of children 

while poor educational performance of a child in school contributes to low self-esteem 

and self-trust, which can be a social problem (OECD, 2015, p.6).  

The poor educational performance of immigrant children is a problem that affects both 

the child and the society on a larger scale (OECD 2015). This is because bad school 

performances can at some point lead to uncompleted education. Uncompleted education 

is a problem that can later affect the socio-economic status of an individual and as well 

as that of the society (OECD 2015, p.6). which means that school performance of 

immigrant children has become an international and national issue (Lundahl & Lindblad, 

2018). Therefore, this study aims to deepen the knowledge in the field. 

 

1.3 Aim and research questions 
The aim of this study was to explore educational performance among immigrant children 

in Sweden and how caregivers/parents try to promote educational performance of their 

children from the perspective of parents. The aim is discussed in the light of Coleman’s 

social capital theory. 

  

To achieve the aim and objectives of this study included the following research questions: 

 

1) What strategies do caregivers/ parents use to promote educational performance of 

their children? 

2) How can the strategies for promoting educational performances be understood 

from the theory of social capital? 
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1.4 Explanation of concept 
Immigrant children: 

According to the United nations (2017) over 258 million people on a global scale are 

living outside their country of birth. In this total ratio of world migrants living outside 

their country of birth 10 million of them are children. 

The definition of immigrant children in this context is an individual who is between the 

age of 3 to 18 years who moves from their place of birth with or without their parents or 

guidance in the pursuance of a better living, to escape from war or natural disaster 

(UNHCR, 2014).   

The word immigrant children are most often regarded as an individual born outside his 

or her place of residence and are born by immigrant parents. Children born by immigrant 

parents in a country where their parents are not originally from are called second-

generation immigrant, while children born outside their country of residence regarded as 

first-generation immigrant. 

 

Educational performance: 

Performance is defined as a noticeable or measurable action of an individual in a position, 

which can be measured through experiment or observation (Yusuf 2002).  In order words, 

performance amounts to the attitude that can be seen or noticeable in a period in relation 

to a set goal. Therefore, education performance is the extent to which a student has 

attained their short or long-term educational goals (Yusuf, 2002).    

 

Educational support system in Sweden 

Sweden is a country that has over time made education compulsory to every child up to 

the age of 15 years old. To achieve this goal, education in Sweden at every level is free 

for every child regardless their background Skolverket (2011). Sweden strive to give 

support to every child in school to achieve educational excellence. According to the 

Skolverket (2011) Every child should have excess to the same standard of education and 

social activities within in a secured environment. The main purpose for this is to create 

coherence within school environment to help every child’s self-esteem and social 

development within the school environment and the society at large. 

 

The concept of social capital 
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The concept of social capital has been used over time by group of individuals as a link or 

shared values and understanding by the society that allows individuals within the society 

to trust themselves and work together in order to achieve a common purpose. According 

to the OECD (2015, p.103) The social capital is defined as a network that facilitates the 

collaboration within the society or among groups.  

 

1.5 Disposition  
 

Chapter two present earlier researches which provide the readers a brief background of 

other studies conducted on this subject.  The theoretical framework used in the study is 

presented in chapter three. Chapter four presents the methodology used in this study 

which includes the research design, ethical considerations, limitations, credibility, 

validity, and reliability. After that, the results, and analyses of current study in relation to 

theoretical framework are presented and discussed.  Finally, Chapter six consists of 

further discussion, and suggestions for future research. This thesis work concludes with 

reference list, appendix, interview guide and informed consent. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 2. Research Review  
This chapter will provide recent literature and research and even highlight some Swedish 

studies that has been conducted regarding immigrant children educational performance 

and factors influencing it. 

To gather relevant literature that meets the aim and research questions for this study, the 

author searched for previous research in databases like Google Scholar, Scopus Ebsco 

and Diva using keywords such as Immigrants, education performance, schools. This 

chapter is structured in accordance with following themes: political situation, identity, 

socio-economic factor, social capital, and family social capital. 

2.1 Political situation & Identity: 

Levels, Dronkers & Kraaykamp (2008) in their study based on western countries found 

that immigrant children from more politically stable countries perform better in their 

education. The research lays emphasis on the macro level characteristics that the origin 

of immigrant children and their present community matters in their educational 
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performance. They further claimed that immigrant parents that come from unstable 

political countries affect their children, even if their children are born in their origin 

countries or not (Level et al., 2008). Additionally, their study shows that the relatively 

high educational and occupational status of immigrant parents in most cases explains the 

educational performance of immigrant children. 

Also, Thum (2013) identified identity as an important factor that propels educational 

performance among immigrant children. The study was conducted in Germany and it 

showed that identification with the host society culture makes positive effect on the 

educational outcomes of immigrant children, it was shown that immigrant students who 

identified stronger with the German culture performed better (Thum, 2013).  

 

2.2 Socio-economic Factor: 

Hana, et. al. (2017) conducted a study on immigrants’ educational performance in Czech 

schools and the result from their study showed that lower educational outcomes of 

immigrant children can be largely explained by the socio-economically disadvantaged 

background in comparison with local children. The authors found that integration of 

immigrant children into the education system of a country is important for a proper 

integration and that there is an indirect relationship between educational outcomes and 

student nationality background. Furthermore, it was shown that school performance can 

be influenced by different factors such as social relationships, identity etc. (Hana, et. al. 

2017). Their study pointed out that the reason most immigrant children have lower 

educational outcomes is not only because of their immigrant background rather, it is also 

related to their family social capital socio-economic status.  One of the major causes of 

poor performance among the immigrant students was that most immigrant students in 

Czech have worse conditions at home due to the socio-economic status of the family, and 

in the classroom due to low self-confidence.  

According to Kroneberg (2008), group of immigrants that are regarded or known as 

political and economic immigrants are suggested to be the groups that have children with 

low educational school performances. He further argued that nationality background 

plays a huge role in school performance and that the socio- economic status of immigrant 

children strongly affects their educational performance (ibid). Kroneberg (2008) was a 

study conducted in the United states about ethnic communities and school performance 

of the second-generation immigrants in the United states. The further revealed that ‘the 

extent to which immigrant families' insertion into ethnic communities can support the 
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school performance of their children depends on the communities' socioeconomic profile 

and level of aspirations’ Kroneberg (2008, p. 2). 

2.3 Social capital and family social capital: 

Acar (2011), examined the effect of social capital on academic success among secondary 

school students. The study found that social capital plays important role in improving 

overall success in education. Acar (2011) affirmed that educational success is highly 

associated with participation by others and which such participation can be found in 

parental and community involvement. On the society level, social capital among different 

groups and organizations i.e. (parent teacher association) improves academic success in 

education. It was shown that society social capital has minimal impact compared to family 

social capital on the children’s academic performance (Acar, 2011). The study showed 

that a simple act like parents’ involvement in their children’ s education such as helping 

with homework, communicating with teachers etc. is highly effective. Since a child’s 

development is primarily affected by his family, things as family structure, parent’s 

aspiration impacts the child. The study also showed that the parent-children connection 

improves academic success and creates a barrier against the negative impact of low socio-

economic background (Acar, 2011). 

 

 

 

                            

                        3. Theoretical Framework  
This study is based on the Social Capital theory by James Coleman (1988). Social capital 

is a multidimensional concept that contain systems of cultural and social value (Bhandari 

& Yasunobu, 2019, p. 8). It express “a stock of social norms, values, beliefs, trusts, 

obligations, relationships, networks, friends, memberships, civic engagement, 

information flows, and institutions that foster cooperation and collective actions which 

facilitate to the  mutual benefits, as well as economic and social development” (ibid., p. 

9). According to the theory, social capital is a form of resources that individuals can 

receive from social relationships. The concept of social capital is useful when it is needed 

to get an understanding of how social position influence on the development of human 

capital (Coleman, 1988).  

There are number of theorists of social capital. Pierre Bourdieu is one of them who in 

1986 defined social capital as a tool, which helps for individuals to get current and 



8 

 

 

potential resources in a field. Bourdieu’s theory of social capital focus on economic and 

cultural capital, which means that individual’s actions can be dependent by external 

factors, for instance, socioeconomic status (Bourdieu, 1986). According to Bourdieu, this 

process is grounded in institutionalized relationships of interpersonal respect and 

acceptance (Ibid, p. 89). Those relationships can be used by individuals to attain different 

types of goals, for instance, educational performance.  

However, the author has chosen to use Coleman’s (1988) social capital theory because 

Coleman put attention to the relationship of family perspective and environment. 

Coleman identified family and the environment has the main provider of social capital, 

that social capital exists in relation to groups (1988). The theory identifies certain aspects 

of social structure by their function for example, it explains how different societal 

structure aids and promote inequality, class, and ethnicity etc. 

Coleman adopts a middle line between two theoretical traditions. The first is a 

functionalist view of social action which is conditioned by social structure. The second is 

rational theory which suggests that actors’ goals are determined by utility-maximizing 

pursuit of his or her self-interest (Coleman, 1988, p. 95). In the year 1988 James Coleman 

explored social capital from different perspectives and stated that family and environment 

are two important providers of social capital (Coleman, 1988). He stated that social capital 

in both family and community plays an important role in the accumulation of human 

capital in the society’s younger generations (Acar, 2011, p 457).  

Coleman’s (1988) social capital theory is relevant for this study because it puts main 

emphasis on the role of family and the significance of family life in producing social 

capital. From his perspective, family is a tool which helps to produce healthy generation 

and ensuring a healthy society, and this responsibility continues throughout life (ibid). 

Coleman identified family as the primary provider of social capital and the environment 

as the secondary provider (1988). He stated three systems through which family capital 

is being transmitted which are, firstly, through the time and effort parents invest in the 

life of their children,  secondly, through effective relationships and ties parents share with 

their children, and thirdly through expressed rules and guidelines regarding “behavior’s 

considered acceptable or unacceptable” (Wright et al., 2001). 

Coleman’s social capital theory reveals how social structure features in social explanation 

in an educational context. There are strong evidences that educational achievements are 

connected to different forms of capital for instance, social, economic, and cultural, even 

Bourdieu’s theory have these aspects (Bourdieu, 1986). The access to these three aspects 
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of capital leads to the greater educational achievement for the individuals (Baranovic & 

Rogošic, 2016,). According to these two researches, the individual’s development of 

school’s performance can be shaped by social capital in the family, school, and 

community (ibid). 

One of the limitation of Coleman’s concept of social capital is said to be that it cannot 

explain differences in the possession of social capital among individuals who have 

different social backgrounds, but it explains well differences between those individuals 

who have similar social background (Baranovic & Rogošic, 2016, p 93). Another 

limitation of using this theory is that there is no way to measure the outcome of social 

capital and that there is no way affirm positive social relationships and development or 

academic success. The theory emphasizes the importance of social bonds, the role of 

family and friends of an individual. His approach gives possibility to analyses 

relationships inside the family and outside the family and in the various social institutions, 

for instance community or organizations, under one concept (ibid).  

In this research, the author will use the theory to interpret and analyze data gathered and 

present the result in the discussion part. Regarding social capital theory, the theory 

highlights home based capital.  

 

 

                                   4. Methodology  
 

4.1 The Research Design 

A research design is important for a research project, it guides the author through different 

research stages and help overcome situations that could occur during the research 

(Frankfort-Nachmais & Nachmais, 2008).  

This study has a more exploratory descriptive design since it attempts to explore the 

educational performance of immigrant children from the respondents’ 

(parents/caregivers) perspective. The data used for the study is gathered through four 

semi-structure interviews with open ended questions. Since the data are based on the 

perspective of four immigrant parents, the author does not aim to generalize the result. 

Semi-structured interview gave the author the advantage to go deeper with the questions 

to the respondents which reduces the error in the data (Frankfort-Nachmais & Nachmais 

2008).  
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A non-probability sampling method was used for the study, particularly focusing on 

convenience samples design. Convenience samples choose respondents randomly from 

an available group and does not seek to generalize the findings to a larger population 

(Frankfort-Nachmias & Nachmias, 2008). The author selected participants from his circle 

of parents who has an immigrant background and has a child studying in the Swedish 

school. I am aware of a risk for a neutrality of the study, but I have but I have tried to 

keep a professional distance in interviews as much as possible. 

 

 

 

4.2 Qualitative interview method. 

‘The qualitative research interview attempts to understand the world from the subjects’ 

point of view, to unfold the meaning of their experiences, to uncover their lived world” 

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2015, p.3). The method is suitable for describing, interpreting, and 

gaining in depth understanding of a subject with few participants (Frankfort-Nachmias & 

Nachmias, 2008). 

The author chose to use qualitative interview method to be able to explore the topic in-

depth. This method gives room for flexibility throughout interview process and allows 

for depth, where the answers of the respondents during the interviews were further 

explored with follow-up questions.  

 

 

4.3 The Respondents 

This study is based on qualitative interviews with immigrant parent with children. The 

first respondent is a man from Nigeria who has a child and has been living here in Sweden 

for 3 years. The first respondent child goes to school and is in the elementary school. The 

second participant is a man from Cameroon with four children here in Sweden. The 

children have been living in Sweden for over three years and two of them are in the 

elementary school while one is in high school. The third respondent is a woman from 

Eritrea who has 3 children here in Sweden. The children have been in Sweden for over a 

year and two of her children are in the elementary school.  The fourth participant is a man 

from Nigeria with two children who have been living in Sweden for over a year and both 

are in the elementary school. Since the respondent were chosen through convenience 
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sampling though the participation was voluntary, the author’s background played an 

effect on which participants were interviewed. Out of the people contacted to participate 

in the study, three men and only a woman responded to be interviewed. This unbalance 

can be due to the author’s gender. 

 

4.4 Data Collection  

The primary data collection method was through four semi-structured interviews with 

open ended questions. Open ended questions were used in this study to avoid having yes 

and no answers which hinders the respondent from talking freely. Using the open-ended 

questions gave the participants the freedom to talk and give their personal feelings and 

experiences regarding the subject Grinnell and Unrau (2014). 

An interview guide was used during the data collections (found in the appendix). In the 

interview guide the first few questions were background questions which was generally 

about the participants and their children. All the 4 interviews were carried out face to face 

and were done in English and recorded with mobile devices. 

The first interview was held in a study room in the library and the other three were 

conducted in three different locations. The interview sections lasted for about 30- 45 

minutes and the interviews were all recorded with audio mobile devices and notes were 

taken by the author. The interviews were recorded because in a qualitative interview audio 

recording is an important aspect. It gives the interviewees the liberty to concentrate on 

the participant and have full attention on them (Rubin and Babbie, 2011). 

 

4.5 Data transcription 

The interviews were conducted physically and recorded using mobile phone. Four 

interviews were conducted and after the completion of each interview, the author 

transcribed each recorded interview by word for word by hand and stored them on a word 

document. However, the author noticed some errors during the transcription, such as 

unfinished sentences made the respondents, the respondents being interrupted talking and 

informal expressions of words. To solve this, some sentences were summarized and later 

checked as whole, however the author is aware this could produce some misinterpretation. 

 After completing the transcription for every respondent, the author compared the 

transcription to the note taken during the interviews. 
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4.6 Data analyzing  

The transcribed interviews were used for data analysis. During the transcribing process, 

the author noticed some recurring patterns from the respondents’ answers. These 

recurring patterns were coded and the grouped into themes. This process is called the 

thematic analysis method. 

The thematic analysis “is the method that helps in identifying themes and patterns in 

collected data in qualitative research” (Braun & Clarke, 2006, p.79). The themes were 

generated from reoccurring patterns seen in the interviews. 

After all the collected data were examined by the author, answers that well relatively 

connected to the aim and research questions of the study were given a code and these 

codes were classified into six themes. Furthermore, differences, contradictions, and 

ambiguity found in the data were identified, this was done to help the author draw a 

conclusion and present a holistic data as recommended by Braun and Clarke (2006). The 

different themes created will be accounted for using the theoretical perspective and 

previous research to discuss the data. This will be presented under the result and analysis 

section. The theory chosen and previous researches used in this study were used to 

present, analyse, and discuss the data in the result and analysis section. While a summary 

of the results was presented in chapter six (discussion section). 

 

4.7 Reliability  

The concept of reliability is a heritage from the quantitative data meaning the degree of 

how exact or accurate the data gathered in a research are conducted (Grinnell & Unrau, 

2014). To ensure the reliability of the study, the author documented and kept record of 

the research process, participant’s information, and the interview guides. To further 

improve the reliability of the study, the author asked some answers to unclear questions 

in a different way during the interviews (Grinnell & Unrau, 2014). The stability of a 

respondent was placed into huge consideration when the data were gathered by the author 

since the respondent’s mood plays a huge role on how they answer. The author did this 

by ensuring if the participants were okay to participant and if they do not feel stressed 

about participating (Grinnell & Unrau, 2014).  

Furthermore, the author ensured not to guide the participants into answering the questions 

in a certain way.  
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4.7.1 Validity 

According to Robson (2014) “validity indicates to if something actually measures what it 

claims to measure” (p.56). Validity concept heritages from quantitative research tradition, 

in qualitative checks the exactness and truth of a statement in a qualitative study, to 

measure if the data adequately reflects the real meaning of the concept in study (Grinnell 

& Unrau, 2014).  

Since the strength of statements are detected through validity, to ensure the validity of the 

data, the author designed the interview guides in such a way that can be easy for the 

respondents to understand, so as to get valid response from the respondents (Grinnell & 

Unrau, 2014). 

During the transcribing process, to avoid influencing the result, the author was conscious 

of possible biases such as reading meaning into what the participants have said while 

transcribing, therefore, the author transcribed and analyzed the data solely based on what 

the participant has said. According to Grinnell & Unrau (2014), a valid study is solely 

based on what the respondents has answered, that is to say, the result of a valid study 

should represent the respondent’s perspectives and opinions. 

Although this research was singlehandedly carried out, the author ensured constant cross-

checking all through process. 

 

4.7.2 Credibility 

Credibility is the most important part in a qualitative study. It is “the principles of how a 

qualitative research is accessed and indicates the extent of how credible and applicable 

research is” (Flick, 2007, p.140). 

To achieve this the author was transparent throughout the research process, transparency 

means to be clear and open about research method and procedures used in a study 

(Grinnell & Unrau, 2014), therefore,  the author kept all records of the transcripts and 

recorded interviews stored in a safe place. Although the author couldn’t use triangulation 

for this study however to ensure to ensure the credibility, the author asked open ended 

questions  and constantly made referrals to the aim and research questions while 

conducting the interviews to ensure that the information are consistent with the aim of the 

study. 

The author also adhered to the ethical values throughout the study and made references 

to other authors to give credible result. 
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4.7.3 Generalization 

The author of this research is aware that all statements and information gathered from the 

four respondents are based on personal feelings and experiences to the issue studied. 

Therefore, the responses of the respondents cannot be generalized in this study. However, 

from the data, the author will highlight and discuss interesting patterns obtained. 

Coming to a general conclusion is not the goal of this study given the few amount of 

people interviewed. However, the findings from the interviews will be used to give a 

contextualized understanding from the respondent perspectives (Kvale & Brinkmann, 

2015). 

 

4.8 Ethical consideration 

The ethical consideration is a significant part of the research process, since it can directly 

affect the credibility, quality, and usability of the research. Since it also directly involves 

the participants, the author of any study must ensure that the ethical considerations are 

strictly adhered to throughout the research process (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2015).  

The ethical guidelines followed by the author of this study are based on the Science 

Research Councils Ethical Principles for humanities and social science research. Those 

principles are, the demand for information, consent, and confidentiality and how the 

research data will be used (Swedish Research Council, 2002). 

Firstly, all participants in this were informed about the purpose/aim of the study before 

participating in the study by mail also before starting the interviews. During the 

interviews, a printed consent form that contains the aim, purpose of the study and their 

rights as participants were given out. The respondent were informed that their 

participation is voluntarily and they can choose to opt-out if they no longer want to 

participate in the study, also they were ensured that their names and details will be kept 

anonymous and that the research is for study purpose (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2015). 

Secondly, the author asked for permission before recording the interviews. The 

respondents’ information and audio recordings were stored carefully in such a way that 

an unauthorized person cannot take advantage of it. Furthermore, the author provided an 

explanation about how the interview material will be used and who will have access to 

them as Kvale & Brinkmann (2015) recommended. 
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 Finally, during the interview transcribing, the author ensured that all transcriptions are 

solely based on what the respondents has said and to show transparency, the author kept 

both the transcription and the audio recordings properly stored on  google drive.  

 

4.9 Limitations of the study 

 

The known limitation to this study is that the time frame given to write and finish this 

research is short. It was challenging for the author to get willing participants to participate 

in this study and due to the short time frame, the author had to use convenience sampling 

methodology to gather respondents. Using the convenience sampling methodology means 

that the author’s background had an influence on those who participated. This is 

considered a limitation because all the respondent interviewed had an African background 

which can make the findings one-sided. 

 Additionally, the few number of participants interviewed is considered a limitation for 

this study, since there were just four semi-structured interviews, the findings from the 

study cannot be generalized. If more time were given it would have been possible for the 

author to explore deeper and get more participants. 

Another limitation is that all the participants had English as their second or third language, 

and since the interviews were conducted in English. The author is aware that it might not 

be as convenient as the mother tongue which can affect their data since it could be hard 

to express oneself freely while speaking a second language. However, since all the 

participants had different mother tongue, getting an interpreter was not an option. The 

interviews were conducted in English due to the author’s limited understanding of the 

Swedish language. 

Lastly, due to the little availability of materials on this subject from a Swedish 

perspective. The author would mostly make discussions from the data from the 

participants. 
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                                    5. Result and Analysis  
The result and analysis have been broken to six themes, and these themes are all related 

to the research questions of this study. Under each theme in this research the authors 

found several sub themes that gives answers to each research questions. The themes and 

codes are structured in the table below. From the finding, the respondents indicated that 

their children get formal and informal support in their education. 

In this chapter, the author uses R1, R2, R3 and R4 to represent the respondents of the 

study and they are marked in the order of how they were interviewed. R1 is the first 

participant interviewed while R2 is the second, R3 is the third and R4 is the fourth with 

R signifying the word respondent. 

Tables 1. Themes and codes 

The following table is regarding the themes gotten from the data and coding that relates 

to the research question 

 

Theme                                                                                           codes 

Support                                                                                       Educational support 

                                                                                                    Moral support 

                                                                                                    School support 

                                                                                                        

Community                                                                                   Church 

                                                                                          Friends with the same background 

                                                                                                                  

Activities                                                                               Leisure time 

Parent’s role                                                                       Mode of teaching at home 

 

Culture                                                                                       

                                                                                                   Language 

Socialization                                                                                Self-confidence 
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5.1 Support 

5.1.1 Educational and moral support from parents 

Findings from this research shows that academic support from parents varies and it 

depends on the parent/caregivers own educational background. Respondents with 

university education sees academic support as how they assist their children with 

schoolwork at home while respondent without university education uses moral support as 

a strategy to help their children at home.  

One of the respondents indicated that his daughter get support both from him and his wife 

depending on their capacity or knowledge in different subjects: ‘I help her in other 

subjects but because my wife is good in mathematics while I am not, the support comes 

from both of us’ R1.  

 

Each of the respondents suggested that language is a major challenging factor that affects 

them when helping their children with schoolwork. But that helping their children with 

subjects like mathematics is much easier because mathematics has one global language. 

‘I just teach him with mathematics because this is almost the same in language with 

mathematics’ Respondent (3) said. 

According to the database from the OECD (2012), it stated that immigrant children have 

a high tendency of performing better in mathematics compared to other subjects which 

could be because most parent assist their children in mathematics since it does not require 

much language skill. According to Skolverket (2011) for a child to perform good 

educationally both the school and the parents/caregivers have a role to play towards their 

educational development (p.14).  Although the educational system in Sweden have extra 

study time for children lagging behind in their school performances (Skolverket, 2011 

and even though extra help is given by the school to help children with school work, 

children with immigrant background still perform lower than children without immigrant 

background. The academic support children get from parents/caregivers is important for 

academic development (Coleman, 1988). Respondent 2 stated that: ‘Here in Sweden I 

didn't go to school, so what I do is that I send them to the older ones to help them.’ 

In order words, his older children that are also students are the ones who help the younger 

ones with schoolwork, not the parent as Coleman states.  

Respondent 3 also expressed his limitation in providing support by stating: 

 “I am so angry at myself because I cannot help them in the other subject. I want to help 

but I cannot because the language is very difficult for me, even the system of the study is 
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difficult because I don’t know this curriculum”. Maybe if this respondent was educated it 

might have been easier for her to understand the school curriculum which will be positive 

towards her children's educational success. 

 

5.1.2 School support 

Immigrant children starting school in a new social context is a major challenge. In the 

sense that different countries have different school curriculum.  How the school in 

Sweden help in supporting immigrant children to settle and understand how the school 

system works is an important aspect that has been placed into huge consideration by 

Sweden, as stated in the curriculum for compulsory school, the Swedish school system 

try to adapt every child circumstances and need, in the fulfilment of further learning and 

knowledge acquisition based on a student's background, earlier experiences, knowledge 

and language (Skolverket, 2011).   

Integrating immigrant children into the school system in a well-grounded way both 

academically and socially will give the child more opportunity in reaching their potential 

(Sogol et al., 2019). Since 2010, numerous governmental bodies in Sweden have worked 

in creating amendments to the educational law, with the focus to analyze the rights of 

immigrant children in compulsory education (Lundahl & Lindblad, 2018). Sweden tries 

in creating an easy way for newly arrived immigrant children in the educational system, 

by giving different type of support needed based on an individual level. As respondent 2 

stated: 

Yes, in terms of school support, my third daughter had problems with math and i 

had a meeting with the teacher in the school. And school gave her special teacher 

for math. In terms of education, I believe that the school do the greatest part more 

than even the parents. 

Moreover, respondent 1 also stated: 

“Yes, she study hard time, so they have what they call study time with the teachers, 

you have to choose a time and you have to sit with the teachers one on one so that 

he will clarify you “. 

The answer indicates that Sweden’s educational system are aware of the educational 

performance problems with immigrant children. On this note the educational system in 

Sweden generally provides different types of school support systems both academically 

and through social support. Within the first few months of the arrival of migrant children, 

the schools do a diagnostic test of every immigrant student, by testing their academic 
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knowledge in literacy and in calculative subjects (Lundahl & Lindblad, 2018). The results 

from this diagnostic test taken by the schools then determines if the child will be placed 

in an introductory class or a regular class (p.5).  The findings in this research suggests 

that the support the school gives to immigrant children may have positive impact on the 

immigrant children school performances if the child has parents with educational 

background. Because according to the author’s finding the performances of children with 

parents that are educated improves based on the support, they (immigrant children) get 

support both from the school and from their parents/caregivers. In the sense that children 

in school can have limited time with their teachers. Therefore, doing schoolwork at home 

will give a child more opportunity to understand the schoolwork better as stated by 

respondent 1: 

“she has the opportunity to ask me questions directly. Like when she came home 

and she said they did, they ask them what led to the fall of the Roman empire, what 

caused it. So, I sat her down and I listed all the causes of the Roman empire. It 

was one on one and she was asking questions. This is the opportunity she doesn’t 

have in school”.   

 

The support the immigrant children get from the school is quite important and necessary 

to thrive in school but according to the authors findings the educational support should 

both come from the school and parent/caregivers. According to the Coleman’s social 

capital theory as explained by Acar (2011) the relationship ties that flows within the 

school and a parent/caregiver can be used to improve a child’s school outcome regarding 

educational performance.  Moreover, the findings in this research indicates that 

parents/caregivers need to have a constant relationship flow with their children's school 

or teachers. Having a parent without educational background as a child can be a 

challenging factor to attain this relationship flow.  In the sense that from the findings in 

this study low educational background of immigrant parents makes the parents put 

majority of their responsibility in terms of support on just the school to handle. According 

to the Coleman’s social capital theory, parents support through the relationship network 

with the school increases the chances of good performances (1988). 

 

5.2 Community  

5.2.1 Church 

Respondent 4 stated that: 
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“His children get moral support from the church I attend through the pastor of 

the church, sometimes we create an activity, nothing I don't know of you I am a 

Christian born and raised up in a Christian family so I know what it is to be Christ 

like. I don't know maybe you may not understand what I am saying but as a 

Christian my pastor impact word of God in them too outside my pastor no other 

person”. 

The community of the migrant children plays a contributing role in their educational 

performances. Language skills are often developed through communication with peers 

Pong & Hao (2007). In order words, when immigrant children communicate with children 

of their host nation, it will improve their ability to speak and understand the language of 

their host society (p.209). According to the findings in this research, language is indicated 

as one of the factors that affects immigrant children's educational performance in Sweden.  

Two Respondents from this research stated that their children mostly have networks with 

people they share common values and beliefs with such as the church. 

 

5.2.2 Friend with same background      
Another respondent stated that his children communicate more with people from the same 

background with them. 

“My children do not know the language, many of their friends are from my country, this 

is difficult for them because of language” (respondent 2). 

This is however regarded as a problem that contributes to low educational performance 

in school. In the sense that language is one of the known factors that affects the immigrant 

children's school performance in Sweden. So, to be better in Swedish language, they 

(immigrant children) need to communicate more with children without immigrant 

background. Although respondent 2 stated that: 

“Yes, right now in our countrymen union, there are only 2 people who goes in school, 

xxxx and yyyy. xxx is a nurse so if one of my girls need help, she usually helps her. They 

help not only with school challenges but also with work challenges”.  

This respondent indicated that this a strategy that he uses as a parent that helps him 

promotes his children's educational performances.  Since this parent and his children only 

have social networks with people from his background. In my interpretation, he uses this 

social network in a positive way that influences his children's educational performance.  

Another respondent stated his family social networks are from the: 

“xxxx community - the shared value I have their normally when we are in the 

gathering we only speak our native language so that helped my kids to know their 
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mother tongue as well because hardly that you will see a child from Africa born 

here that speaks their mother tongue, but my own case is different because God 

made it to be so through me, I did what I am supposed to do in order for them to 

know their mother tongue so I registered for this organization as well for them to 

know the cultural value of where they come from” R (2). 

This respondent claims to use this social network his family must make his children 

understand and speak their mother tongue, and he thinks it is a good way that can improve 

their educational performance in school.  Janta & Harte (2015, p. 15) suggested that the 

limited or no knowledge of immigrant children understanding and speaking their host 

nation language “is the most barrier for migrant integration and educational success”. 

In order words in other for a migrant child to thrive in their educational life, the language 

of their host nation is an important aspect that they need to consider. My research has 

found out that immigrant children of the respondents interviewed lag in school 

performances due to their lack of social network and the inability to create network with 

their host community. This finding indicates that the community plays a huge role in the 

educational performance of immigrant children. According to Acar (2011) they see the 

Coleman’s social capital theory as a resource within the “family and outside the family 

through community based social ties” (p.525). 

Therefore, the social ties migrant families create can be used to have access to different 

resources (ibid). The findings in this study indicates that migrant parent’s bond and bind 

with individuals that shares the same values with them. Most respondents in this study 

are self-inefficacy. (Baranovic & Rogošic, 2016) suggest that the social capital of an 

individual influences the social ties a family will create. In other words, an individual's 

background is relatively connected to the kind of social ties that will be created. 

Moreover, an uneducated migrant parent will most likely create ties with families with 

the same background. 

 5.3 Activities 

5.3.1 Leisure time  

One of the Respondent in this study sees social activity as a strategy to that influence’s 

good educational outcome for his children. And he stated that social activities during 

leisure time among children is a way of creating coherence amongst children from 

different ethnic backgrounds. 



22 

 

 

 “they are their friends or even though they know each other from school, but now you 

know children, when you don't normally play with them they don't come close to you, but 

playing Tennis together makes them feel like one” (R1). 

This respondent stated that bring the children together to form oneness through social 

activities increases the abilities of his children to perform better in school. The respondent 

stated that: 

“All work and no play make jack a dull boy” R (2) 

The way parents involve their children with social activities is a great influence and 

strategy to attain positive educational performances.  From this research majority of the 

respondent do not involve their children in social activities. Which brings the author to a 

notion that the lack of social activities and leisure time is however part of the reason why 

immigrant children perform badly in their education. Massoni (2011) suggested that the 

high rate of a student participation in extracurricular activities such reduces the chances 

of lower educational performance.  The participation of a student in leisure time, makes 

a child learn more about teamwork, high level in self-confidence and analytical thinking 

(ibid). Therefore, the less participation of a child in leisure time increases a child to a poor 

educational performance.  Behtoui (2019) stated that there is a great gap participation 

rates of individuals from different class background. And this gap has increased a lot in 

recent time. Behtoui (2019) pinpointed socio-economic disadvantages of immigrant 

children as the factor that is responsible for their low participation in extracurricular 

activities. Findings in the study indicates that leisure time plays an important role in the 

educational performance of a child. According to the Coleman’s (1988) social capital 

theory the social capital of a child at some point is an aspect that contributes to how a 

child will perform educationally. The involvement of parents with their children in social 

activities increases the ability of the children to perform better educationally.  

The findings in this study indicates that the respondents have a low social activities 

participation with their children. Previous research by Acar (2011) indicated that 

children's participation in social activities helps in building children’s self-confidence and 

skills. Therefore, the non-participation of immigrant children in social activities is 

indicated as part of the contributing reasons to why immigrant children school 

performance is poor. 
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5.4 Parental role 

5.4.1 Method of teaching 

The educational achievement of children in school with low learning grades is related to 

minority group with different ethnic status (Melhuish et al. 2008). How parents help their 

children at home academically plays an important role that helps them to have good 

educational performances. Parental engagement at home with their children through book 

readings and teaching them with complex languages and warmth interactions are 

relatively connected to children's mental developments that are needed for good 

educational performance. Findings from the respondents in the study indicated that 

migrant parents with educational background are the ones that engage their children more 

at home with schoolwork. Respondent 1 stated that the help he gave to his daughter helps 

her: 

“it does motivate her positively and sometimes we come to a conclusion we get 

questions and I will tell her these are what you are going to ask this teacher, you 

must ask and give me feedback   anything that they want to study tomorrow in 

school she has to have a glimpse of it she has to know a little about it before going 

to the class”.  

This respondent indicated that the school help he gives to his child at home have helped 

and motivated her positively, and her school performance has improved. This respondent 

made mention of the method he uses at home by making his daughter study ahead of the 

class at home which he thinks is a helping factor, that has contributed to her educational 

performance.  

“she knows that she has to read every day in preparation for the next day. Because 

we told her that she has to be in front” (R1). 

Findings in this research indicated how parents engage their children at home with 

schoolwork contributes to good educational performance. Melhuish et al (2008) 

suggested that that children's educational performance is in most cases related to their 

parent’s educational background (p.99). The respondents without educational 

backgrounds however uses other kinds of methods to teach their children at home. As 

stated by respondent 2 “I did not go to school that is why I am doing this type of job, if 

you want to have a good job you need to stay in school and study’’ . 

Respondent 2 uses himself as an example to his children as a motivating factor to help 

them succeed in school. But parental involvement by helping their children educationally 

at home is an aspect that positively affect children’s educational performance (Coleman, 
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1988).  The findings in this study indicates that immigrant children perform poor in school 

due to the inefficiency of their parents. Since parents’ educational involvement is a 

contributing factor that promotes positive educational performances of a child. The 

findings showed that parental involvement plays a significant role towards the 

educational performance of a child. According to the Coleman’s (1988) social capital 

theory explained by Acar (2011), children’s school performances focuses on different 

types of social capital. The interaction between parent and children regarding their 

education is the home-based social capital. The communications that goes on between a 

parent and their children regarding education increases the level of trust which will at 

some point encourage a sense of obligation to accomplish parents’ expectations (ibid). 

This is a clear fact, as a quotation from a respondent stated that:  

like side skills like she must read, she knows that she has to read every day in 

preparation for the next day. Because we told her that she must be in front 

(Respondent 1).  

The findings in this study clearly shows that good educational performance of a child is 

relatively connected to the educational background of the parents. And the involvement 

of the parents in the child education contributes to how the child's performance will be at 

the long run. Findings from the respondents indicates that children that have parents 

without educational background have the tendency to perform lower in school. In the 

sense that, the parent that helps his child at home with schoolwork pointed out that the 

help she gets increases her chances to be ahead in her class. While the order respondent 

pointed out that it is the role of the school to help their children to have good educational 

performance. But Pong et al. (2005) suggested that children good educational 

performance comes from both the school and the parent. 

Furthermore, based on the authors findings poor educational performance of immigrant 

children has to do with the lack of home-based parental educational involvement.   

 

5.5 Socialization  
Apart from how immigrant children generally perform in school, a question of how are 

integrating into their new environment and do they feel that they belong to their new 

society Is an important aspect to be looked upon (OECD,2015, p.6). This is, however, 

part of the factors that are contributing to immigrant children low school performance. 

Immigrant children belonging to the ethnic minority that are at the risk of becoming 

socially excluded by their peers in school Thum (2013). 
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 According to findings in this study, the case of sense of belonging in school are factors 

respondents pointed out that their children have been experiencing in their new schools 

in Sweden.  

Respondent 1 stated that: 

she complained that the children do not want to play with her, she has a problem 

with the kids. 

This respondent indicated that the fact that the children in the school his daughter was 

going to doesn't socialize with her, has been an issue that has affected his child not only 

academically but herself esteem was also affected as well. The same respondent 1 

indicated that: 

if you are alone in a place, your performance can not be better than when people 

come together and do something than you are doing it alone. 

In line with this statement made by this respondent, Coleman (1988) indicated that school 

socialization in schools through mutual relationships is an important aspect that 

contributes to an individual's intellectual development and personal growth. In the sense 

that the school environment creates that first relationships children gets outside the 

family. Therefore, if children have the inability to create or build social relationships 

within the school environment their self- esteem could be affected. Low self-esteem 

creates a high level of disbelieve in their own ability. From the findings in this study, 

immigrant children experience social exclusion in school from their peers. A respondent 

stated that his daughter “complained that the children do not want to play with her, she 

has a problem with the kids” (R1).  

This same respondent stated that is daughter being socially excluded by her peers in 

school affected this daughter’s self- confidence 

“Yes, it will definitely affect, because if you are alone in a place, your 

performance cannot be better than when people come together and do something 

than you are doing it alone (Respondent 1)”.  

This response indicates that immigrant children perform lower in school based on their 

self-confidence being affected because of them being socially excluded. 

 

5.5.1 Self-confidence 

 “when a child has self-confidence, she can conquer every other thing” (R1).     

This respondent indicated that the self-confidence of his child was affected due to her inability 

to socialize with other children in the school.  The respondent explained on how he had to 



26 

 

 

change the school of his child to international English school. Therefore, questions on how 

this respondent child performance has been after the school change came up and he indicated 

that:  

“I think it has improved her self-trust, she can at least express herself, like the last 

time I went to the parents and teachers meeting, she was able to express herself 

when the teacher was saying oh this is want… she doesn't like to ask questions, 

she said no  do ask. Before now she does not talk, she will just keep quiet. But 

now I see her talking to the teacher like - and when they ask questions, when the 

teachers ask questions she was answering, unlike how it used to be that she will 

just sit mute (Respondent 1)”. 

The respondents also gave suggestions on how language barrier is a factor that affects 

their children from socializing with other children in school. Respondent 3 stated that 

“my son does not have any friend because he does not speak the language which is very 

difficult for him” 

This respondent indicated that her son has a huge challenge in socializing, and this is 

since he does not know Swedish language. Which makes it difficult to make friends 

“because he does not know the language, he cannot speak English and Svenska (Swedish), 

he has friends but just by the eyes and action.” 

The findings from this research as well as Hana, et. al. (2017) indicates that sense of 

school/class-room belonging has mostly demonstrated its positive effects on a variety of 

psychological, social, and academic outcomes. In the sense that socialization improves 

the educational performances of a student in school. Furthermore, students that socializes 

with their peers in school have a lower tendency to suffer low self-esteem. According to 

the respondents in this study, the authors found out that immigrant children are lacking 

socialization due to their (immigrant children) in ability to speak and understand the 

Swedish language and the findings indicate that socialization plays a huge role in the 

educational performance of immigrant children. 

 

5.6 Culture 

5.61 Language 

The second reasons for low performances from the perspectives of immigrant parents 

with educational background is language challenges. The respondents with educational 

background help their children at home with schoolwork but just in mathematics subjects.  

Both respondent 1, 2 and 4 thinks that it is easier to help their kids in mathematics because 
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the language of mathematics is like every other language in the world. Not being able to 

understand the language of the host nation is a huge contributing factor that affects the 

educational performance of immigrant children Sweden (Lundahl & Lindblad, 2018). The 

Findings shows that support from parents plays a significant role in a child educational 

performance. The positive influence on parental support towards the education of a child 

is further related to the Coleman’s social capital theory explained by Dika and Singh 

(2002) that it is the responsibility of the family to accept the norms of supporting their 

children in order to advance children’s life chances. Coleman’s theory explained how the 

social capital of an individual is positively related to educational attainment. In order 

words the understanding or lack of understanding of Swedish by the parents contributes 

to a child’s educational performance. The communication of parents with the school is an 

important aspect that contributes to a child school performance. Therefore, from the 

findings in the research all the respondents are non-Swedish speakers. These respondents 

pointed out this factor as a problem for them. The respondents indicated language barrier 

as a challenge that leads to the lack of understanding the curriculum of the Swedish 

school. Findings from this research indicates that language is the common challenge that 

is affecting low educational support from immigrant parents to their children. However, 

Language is part of a nation’s culture. 

 

 

 

                                                  6. Discussion 
The research explored educational performance among immigrant children in Sweden 

and how caregivers/parents try to promote educational performance of their children in 

the light of Coleman’s social capital theory. 

 

6.1. General discussion 

Based on the interviews, it was seen that children perform poorly in school due to some 

reasons which are; firstly, some of the immigrant parents interviewed do not have 

educational background which means they are unable to provide the support their children 

needs, secondly, most of the parent’s interviewed do not participate in social activities 

with their children, thirdly the language factor. The positive factors shown in the data that 

helped immigrant children perform better educationally according to the parents are 

community (i.e. church), school support and the child level of socializing. All participants 
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agree that their level of participation in their children’s education affect their children’s 

performance. 

Acar (2011) who uses Coleman’s social capital theory suggested that children's 

educational success depends on how parents are involved in helping their children with 

homework, home reading and parental tips such as strategies on how to attain success in 

school. 

The central themes from the study were support, parent’s role, community, culture, 

socialization, and activities. The most common finding according to the respondents’ 

answer was that support from the parents contribute more to the academic performance 

of the children. This was shown by the fact that the respondents who claimed to 

participate in their child studies by helping the child in one subject or the other confirmed 

that their children perform better academically. Also, the problem of cultural identity, 

language affects the self-confidence of the children which later affects their educational 

performance. In relation to Coleman’s social capital theory, the findings from this study 

indicates that the social capital in the migrant children family are often transmitted to 

them. That is, the value of competence of the parent directly affects the children’s chances 

to perform.  

Coleman (1988) indicated that students perform better in school when parents ensure that 

their children do their homework and support them with school related issues. The support 

immigrant children get from school is quite important and necessary to thrive in school 

however based on the authors findings both help from parents/caregivers and the school 

creates create an impact in the educational life of a child.  

From the findings in this study, some of the respondents uses moral support as a strategy 

to tackle low educational performance of their children. However, the author believes that 

the use of moral support alone is not enough to ensure educational success because the 

participant who use it have not seen any result or improvement. 

Furthermore, according to the findings in this study language is indicated as the second 

major factor influencing immigrant children school performance. OECD (2015) 

suggested that 8 out of 10 first generation immigrant students speak their mother tongue 

at home (p.10). Based on the findings in this study immigrant children also experience 

social isolation from their peers in school. The fundamentals creating isolation in school 

is since they (immigrant children) belongs to a minority group and speak a different 

language from the host nation children. From the author’s findings in this study, social 

isolation also affects the self-confidence of immigrant children in school. 
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The author’s conclusion to this study is that for immigrant children to succeed in school, 

basic welfare of the immigrant children in school must be put into huge consideration. 

Support from the school for example in helping the children with their home assignment 

and creating more social activities within the school system will help contributes to 

educational excellence to some extent. 

 

 

6.2. Methodology discussion 

This research was carried out through a qualitative approach, the qualitative approach 

made it possible for the authors to conduct a more in-depth interviews that could generate 

answers for the research questions. During the interviews, a lot of data was collected 

because the respondents talked freely on their personal experiences, opinions, and 

feelings regarding the aim of the study. In the process of the interviews the author got 

more data based on the immigrant parents’ perspective and experience. In this study, the 

author used previous research to connect with the information gathered from the 

respondents.  

One of the limitations for the study is the few number of participants interviewed. The 

author thinks that gathering information from more participant from other backgrounds 

would have been helpful. Furthermore, including professional’s perspective such as 

teachers from the Swedish schools, regarding the low educational performance of 

immigrant children would have been a great idea. But due to the short time frame of this 

study, the author was unable to achieve that. All respondents in this study were selected 

through convenience sampling by the author.  

 

6.3 Suggestions for further studies  

 

The findings from the research shows a need for further exploration of the topic given the 

fact that there were few participants, and all were African. According to the findings the 

author thinks that the date received could be one sided and cannot be generalized. To 

obtain a holistic perspective, it would be necessary to involve other immigrant parents 

from different national background. Therefore, the author will suggest a further research 

in this way.  
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Furthermore, the author will suggest interviewing professionals from the schools. Getting 

to know the teacher’s perspective regarding this subject will be of great relevance because 

they could interpret the impact of parent-children relationship on academics from a 

different perspective than the one in this study. 

Finally, the author will suggest the use of another theoretical framework for example, 

Bourdieu’s theory. 
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Appendices 

Interview guide  

 

Background 

Can you please introduce yourself to us? 

Can you tell us when and why you move to Sweden? 

How long have you lived in Sweden? 

Are you married? Or single or caregiver and can you tell us about 

your household. 

How many children do you have and in which age? 

Can you tell us about your educational background, as well as 

partner? (Home education, kindergarten, elementary school, 

polytechnic, university) (And how long you have lived in Sweden) 

  

Educational performance of your children: 

Can you tell us how the educational performance of your kids? Looks 

like from the time your move to Sweden and now? (Average grade, 

and lessons with good and worse performance, additional issues)? 

Can you explain to us the kind of educational support you give to 

your child/children? 

Are they receiving other types of support? If yes, what kind? 
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Social capital 

How do you think that the help your children received from you 

promotes the performances and abilities of your children to make a 

better performance? 

Can you tell us more about your experience/ feelings when you 

helping with schoolwork? How are they getting more knowledge, 

skills, self-trust, etc. 

What do you understand as the most important factor/s that help 

strengthen the development of your children ́s capabilities and 

finally school performance? 

Can you explain to us the types of social relationships you and your 

family have? What kind of activities do you have within your social 

networks? And are there any shared resources within these social 

network ? 

Can you tell us how much of a role your family social networks 

contributes to your child/ children school performance? 

Does your children get school help from your family friends? If yes 

how has the help improve their educational performances? 
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                                   Informed Consent Form 

  

Thank you for agreeing to participate in this study, written by Natalja Suvalova and  Joel 

Ekundayo Abiola, students at International Social Work programme, in the University of 

Gävle.  This form details the purpose of this study, a description of the involvement 

required and your rights as a participant. 

  

The purpose of this study is: 

•       to explore educational performance among immigrant children in Sweden and 

how caregivers/parents try to promote educational performance of their 

children in the light of theory  of social capital. 

The methods that will be used to meet this purpose include: 

•       One-on-one interviews 

You are encouraged to ask questions or raise concerns at any time about the nature of the 

study or the methods we are using.  Please contact us at any time at the e-mail address or 

telephone number listed above.  

Our discussion will be audio taped to help me accurately capture your insights in your 

own words.  The tapes will only be heard by us for the purpose of this study.  If you feel 

uncomfortable with the recorder, you may ask that it be turned off at any time. 

You also have the right to withdraw from the study at any time.  In the event you choose 

to withdraw from the study all information you provide (including tapes) will be 

destroyed and omitted from the final paper. 

Insights gathered by you and other participants will be used in writing a qualitative 

research study, which will be read and guidelines by our supervisor Päivi Turunen (Ph.D. 

Senior Lecture in Social Work, at the University of Gävle).   Though direct quotes from 

you may be used in the paper, your name and other identifying information will be kept 

anonymous.  

By signing this consent form I certify that I ____________________________ 

agree to 

                                                                           (Print full name here) 
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the terms of this agreement. 

  

____________________________       ______________ 

    (Signature)                                 (Date) 

  

Contacts: 

  

Supervisor: 

Päivi Turunen / paivi.turunen@hig.se 

Authors: 

Natalja Suvalova / suvalovanatalja@gmail.com / + 372 58 166 177 

Joel Ekundayo Abiola / dayojoel312@gmail.com / + 46 73 600 86 52  
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