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Information about pre-conference formation (purpose, participants, topic, agenda 
etc.) 
 
The purpose of the pre-conference is to provide opportunity to strengthen 
networking and support collaborative research opportunities within and between 
networks 3 and 12 in methodology of comparative studies. The rationale for choosing 
comparative studies is that in all Nordic countries high quality education is 
emphasized and through comparative studies elemets connected to high qulaity can 
be researched 
 
The proposed activities are 

1.  A face-to-face pre-conference workshop in Oslo Metropolitan University, 
Norway 14 March, 2023  

2.  To develop proposed thematic areas for future research, discussion, 
publications (continuing collaboration from the pre-conference) 
 
 

The pre-conference workshop agenda (14 March, 2023) has the following tentative 
agenda (with light snack breaks at strategic times).  
 
 

Time Program 

13-14 Introduction and team-building activity  

14-15 Inspirational lecture about comparative studies: hot topics in these 
areas applicable in local and global contexts for further collaboration in 
Nordic countries 

15-
15:30 

Keynote invited to act as discussant – ideas for connecting and building 
beyond the current research, harnessing the skills in the combined 
research networks, and how to strategically capitalise on collaborative 
research examples and possibilities. 

15:30-
16.15 

Keynote presentation: ‘Methodology of comparative studies internationally 
within the area of inclusive and early childhood education applicable for 
Nordic countries’ 

16.15-
17 

Break-out discussions of keynote. 
Further discussions on how to facilitate network connections and sharing, 
including workshopping research plans and special issue proposals, 
potential collaborative grant-seeking and other future activities 

19-21 Dinner meeting: Planning next steps for collaborative research within and 
between the networks and for outreach via the network pages 

 
 

 
 
 



Keynote abstract: 
 

International comparative studies in education: The potential to advance 
knowledge for equity and inclusion 

Professor Elizabeth Walton, University of Nottingham, England 
 
There is much to gain from international and cross-contextual comparative education research. 
Comparisons allow for a reconsideration of thinking about familiar practices, and, “Features that are 
normally ignored become clearer, possibilities that have been overlooked are reconsidered, and things 
that have been taken for granted are subject to new scrutiny” (Booth & Ainscow, 1998, p.5). A cross-
contextual gaze offers the possibility of challenging conceptions (Booth & Ainscow, 1998) and posing 
critical questions (Walton, 2015) about systems, policies and practices. Comparative studies identify 
trends and patterns that might not be identifiable in context-bound studies and thus lead to deeper 
conceptualisation of issues (Bray, 2017).  The challenge in comparative research is to develop 
abstract knowledge that transcends context, while not slipping into a universalism that denies the 
unique socio-cultural and historical features of contexts.  
 
This presentation focuses on the affordances of multiple case analysis as a methodology to advance 
cross-contextual knowledge, while preserving context specificity. I reflect on three projects using 
conceptual tools from Legitimation Code Theory (Maton, 2014) to show how moves from concrete 
examples to abstract ideas in comparative research can build knowledge. These projects are broadly 
focused on the advancement of Sustainable Development Goal 4 of quality, inclusive education for all. 
The first project (Walton et al, 2022) spans South Africa and Australia and offers knowledge about 
professional learning communities to support the inclusion of disabled and other vulnerable children. 
The second is a historical cross-case analysis (Kalinnikova Magnusson & Walton, 2021) that identifies 
the legacy challenges of the special education systems of two different authoritarian regimes. The third 
is a current project (British Academy, 2020) investigating educational inclusion and access for disabled 
refugees across different countries. Through a discussion of these projects, I show that knowledge-
building from comparative research yields valuable insights, but I also acknowledge the various 
methodological challenges which beset this type of research. I conclude with comments on the 
affordances of comparative research across contexts that share many similar features, such as Nordic 
countries, and also what can be gained by seeking comparisons among disparate contexts. In so 
doing, will I argue for continued improvements to policy and practice to realise the right to a quality, 
inclusive education for every child. 
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