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Abstract 

 
 

Is it possible to trace differences in the syntax used in various newspapers and how these 

differences influence the readability? Earlier studies confirm this and show that it is possible to 

make a wider distinction between the languages used in for example a broadsheet compared to the 

language used in a tabloid. In this study, both sentence length and sentence complexity of a 

broadsheet and a tabloid with a similar political stance were examined in order to find out if it is 

possible to show differences in readability between the two newspapers.  

 The articles used in this study are on-line articles and have thus been taken from a search 

on the internet. In order to obtain adequate research material, ten articles from each newspaper have 

been used. Five articles from each newspaper website are news articles whereas the remaining five 

were taken from the culture pages. Regarding sentence length, the average of each article has been 

calculated. When it comes to sentence complexity, ratios of simple, complex, and compound 

sentences have been investigated. 

 The analysis revealed that it is possible to show that there are not any substantial 

differences in sentence length and sentence complexity between the examined newspapers. 

However, in contrary to the hypothesis of this study, the examined articles in the tabloid consisted 

of longer sentences and more complex sentence constructions which, according to earlier research, 

would be an indication of a more formal language which probably has an effect on readability. 

Since both examined newspapers are supposed to support the Conservative party, it is, with the 

result of this study, possible to claim that both newspapers have the same targeted audience. 

 

Keywords: newspapers, readability, sentence complexity 
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1. Introduction 
 

Newspapers are something that most people come in contact with every day. For some people, 

reading newspapers is a necessity, perhaps in the form of a morning ritual, in order to keep up to 

date with what is happening in the surrounding world, while it is an ideal activity for relaxation for 

others. Jucker (1992) mentions the great popularity of the printed media in Great Britain and 

emphasizes the enormous daily output of the English language which, according to him, is a reason 

on its own why newspaper writing should deserve further linguistic examination. Since a newspaper 

consists not only of news, but also of other sections such as analysis, comment, entertainment and 

advertising (Reah 1998), it is most likely that every reader finds something of interest. Therefore, it 

is obvious that a newspaper must be written in a language that is readable for a wide audience. The 

primary aim for any writer, whatever text is being written, must generally be to be understood. 

Indeed, it is not the reader's responsibility to understand, but rather the writer’s, who should write 

clear and readable texts. Newspaper language is generally considered popular and easily accessible; 

a language in a specific genre. This belief has been confirmed by, among others, Jucker (1992), who 

points out that “newspapers employ a variety of text types or genres” (1992:3) as well as Hoekje 

(1983) who has made a study which shows that newspaper prose in general differs from other prose, 

for example the prose of books. However, even if the average newspaper consists of around 

100,000 words (Bell 1991:3), it is not likely that the reader reflects on how these words are 

presented since the reading process is probably rather short. A newspaper is most often read only on 

the same day that it is printed. Furthermore, it is possible to guess that most readers are rather 

familiar with the language used in the newspaper they most preferably like to read. In this context, 

Reah (1998:40) discusses if it is possible to state that there is for example an individual such as a 

“Sun reader” or a “Guardian reader”, which consequently indicates that different newspapers 

address different groups of reader. She argues that party politics is an area in which newspapers 

have the tendency to polarize in order to create shared values and the discussion leads forward to 

the findings that newspapers often present the information in a way that makes the readers being 

guided towards a certain “ideological stance”. Both the tabloids and the broadsheets in the British 

national press indentify their respective readers as a coherent group “with identical aims, beliefs and 

opinions” (Reah 1998:50). Since different newspapers have different audiences, it might be possible 

to state that there is an additional difference in how the newspapers view their audience. A certain 

audience might cope with a more advanced language, while another is more dependent on a reader-
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friendly language. With this in mind, it is probable that it must be possible to trace differences in the 

syntax used in different newspapers and how the differences influence the readability. 

Consequently, it is relevant to analyze if the newspapers for example consider how their audience 

cope with sentence length and to investigate aspects of readability in newspapers to find out if there 

generally is a difference in the average sentence length between broadsheet papers and tabloids 

indicating that the newspapers have different target groups and to investigate whether any 

differences can be explained with reference to target groups. In addition, it is interesting to consider 

the frequency of subordination and, furthermore, if there is a correlation between subordination and 

sentence length. A text with a complex sentence structure would most certainly contribute to longer 

sentences.   

1.1 Aim and scope 

The aim of this paper is to study the readability, with sentence length and complexity as exponents, 

of articles in a broadsheet newspaper and a tabloid with a similar political stance in order to find out 

if it is possible to show differences between the two newspapers. Regarding sentence length, my 

intentions are to calculate the average of each article. When it comes to sentence complexity, I 

intend to investigate ratios of simple, complex, and compound sentences. Even though my primary 

aim is to make a descriptive and comparative analysis of sentence length as well as of sentence 

complexity, I am also interested in finding out how these measures may affect readability.  

 

1.2 Material and Method 

As mentioned in the introduction, most newspaper readers are familiar with the type of language 

used in the brand of newspaper they prefer and most often read, that is broadsheet newspapers or 

tabloids. With this in mind, I found it interesting to examine a British broadsheet newspaper with a 

British tabloid with respect to sentence length and complexity. The articles used in this study have 

been taken from a search on the internet. The reason for the use of on-line articles instead of articles 

found in newspapers is that it is convenient and easy to search and find articles on different 

newspaper websites. I have decided to use only one specific broadsheet newspaper and only one 

specific tabloid, however with the same political stance. The investigation is accordingly based on 

twenty news articles: ten from the internet editions of The Daily Telegraph, a broadsheet newspaper 

which supports the conservative party and ten from The Daily Star, a right wing tabloid.  

The Daily Telegraph is a daily morning British broadsheet newspaper founded in 1855. The 

political standpoint of the newspaper is right of centre with an inclination to the Conservative Party. 
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Reah (2005) claims that the Daily Telegraph readers are supposed to be older than readers of other 

newspaper and refers to surveys done in 1995 which have shown that the Daily Telegraph has fewer 

younger readers (aged 15-44) than for example the Daily Star. However, he also states that labels 

like that are not very useful or accurate.  

The Daily Star, a British tabloid, was first published in 1978. The political stance of the 

newspaper is predominantly right wing (Reah 2005). It is commonly known to be the only tabloid 

which supports the Conservative (Tory) Party.  

In order to make a comparison, the articles deal with the same subject within the area of 

news and culture. However, there is no underlying thought behind the choice of topic. The overall 

length of the texts in the two different newspapers varies; The Daily Telegraph articles are 

generally longer than the articles in The Daily Star.  However, since I am presenting the average 

sentence length as well as the percentage of the appearance of different kind of sentence 

complexity, I am of the opinion that the different length of the articles does not affect the result, but 

rather that it makes the result more reliable since the length of the article also is of importance.   

When choosing articles, I have not taken into account if there might be differences 

depending on the sex of the writers. Furthermore, I have tried to choose articles written by different 

journalists. However, two of the articles from the Daily Telegraph as well as two of the articles 

from the Daily Star are written by the same author.  

 In the study, I have counted how many words each article contains. After that, I have 

counted how many sentences each article contains and calculated the average sentence length by 

dividing the number of words by the number of sentences. Where contractions are used in the 

articles, each word has been counted. For example, I have counted the contraction he's as two 

words, he and is. Furthermore, I have counted all compound words as one word, as for example 

high-point and laid-back. Proper nouns have been counted as words. When both the Christian and 

the family name of a person have been mentioned, I have counted them as one word each. For 

example, I have counted “Barack Obama” as two words.   

  In the separate investigation concerning sentence complexity where I have examined ratios 

of simple, complex, and/or compound sentences, I have classified all of the sentences in accordance 

with the definition of sentences to be found in Biber et al (1999). Furthermore, I have sorted out all 

the reporting clauses among the complex sentence constructions in order to find out the differences 

in this regard, which might indicate at higher use of “spoken language”, or in other words a more 

informal language.  
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1.3  Theoretical framework and previous research 

1.3.1 Sentence length 
 

 

There are different approaches to when a written sentence is considered to be marked off. According 

to the Oxford Language Toolkit (2001) the most common definition is that a sentence begins with a 

capital letter and finishes with a full stop, a question mark or an exclamation mark whereas the 

more unusual approach is that a sentence can also finish with a colon and semicolon. In this study I 

have chosen to define a sentence as finished when there is a full stop, a question mark or an 

exclamation mark. As a consequence of colons and semicolons being disregarded as sentence 

delimiters in this study, some sentences are very long.  

1.3.2 Sentence complexity  
 

The language used in any writing opens for a relationship between the given information and the 

reader. The form a writer chooses affects how clear the writing is perceived to be. By examining 

sentence complexity it is thus possible to examine readability. In this study, all sentences will be 

categorized as one of the following sentence forms as they are defined in Biber et al (1999).  

 A simple sentence is a unit that has only a single subject and a single predicate. An example 

of a simple sentence is taken from the Daily Telegraph news article 2: “Mr Dougill lives in Penarth 

with his wife Joyce, 82.”.  

 In compound sentences two independent clauses are joined together by a coordinator. The 

readers are able to finish one independent thought before going on to the next. The most usual 

coordinators to link clauses together are:  for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. An example of a compound 

sentence is taken from the Daily Star news article 2: “A cordon was put in place around the fields 

and a tent was set up over the body as scenes of crime and forensic officers carried out 

examinations of the scene.”  

 Complex sentences consist of one main clause in which is embedded one or more 

subordinated clauses. An example of a complex sentence is taken from the Daily Star news article 

4:  “Mr Brown said that he will set out within the next few days specific recommendations for a 

future non-proliferation framework, which could see nuclear-armed states reduce their own arsenals 

and offer help with the development of civil atomic energy capacities, in return for non-nuclear 

states promising not to try to get the bomb.” 
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 Reporting clauses accompany “direct reports of somebody’s speech or thought. It specifies 

the speaker, the addressee (sometimes), the type of act (say, ask, think, etc.), and frequently also the 

mode of the act (abruptly, apologetically, bitterly, etc.). A reporting clause may be placed in initial, 

medial, or final position:...” (Biber et al 1999: 196). 

1.3.3 Previous research 
 

 

Newspaper languages have been the topic of many studies. This implies that there is a general 

understanding indicating that newspaper language should be referred to as a specific genre of 

writing. Furthermore, it is possible to make a wider distinction between the languages used in 

different kinds of newspapers. The British national press can, according to the classification used by 

Tunstall (1996), be divided into three different categories: the broadsheet newspapers, the middle-

range tabloids and the tabloid newspapers. However, there are, additionally, other ranges of 

newspapers such as local newspapers and newspapers that support certain political groups (Reah, 

1998:1). Furthermore, Westin (2001) mentions in her investigation on linguistic variation and 

change of the language of English up-market newspaper editorials during the 20
th

 century that the 

terms up-market and down-market are sometimes used to stratify English newspapers. Up-market 

newspapers, broadsheet papers, focus on upper middle-class and middle-class readers while down-

market newspapers, tabloids, aim at working class readers. Westin (2001) also mentions the term 

mid-market newspapers which aim at lower middle-class and skilled working class readers (Westin, 

2001:1). The terms up-market newspaper and down-market newspapers will be used in this study.  

However, the term mid-market newspaper will not be further used.  

 In previous research on newspaper language, there is often an emphasis on the differences 

between the language used in broadsheet newspapers and the tabloids, but also between the 

language used in up-market and down-market newspapers. Moreover, Westin (2001) mentions that 

the "word factor” and the “sentence factor” are the most common features to have been examined in 

research to test text complexity. However, Fowler (1991) does not believe that sentence length, 

which is a part of this study, in itself is of any special linguistic interest, since the length can depend 

as much on what is to be said as how it is to be said. Westin (2001) found that it is evident that the 

editorial language has become more informal over the years, however also “more integrated and 

lexically more specific and diverse” (2001: 167).  Furthermore, when it comes to the change of 

sentence length, Westin (2001) found that the sentences had become shorter and additionally that 

the subordinate clauses had become fewer, a fact that according to Westin could be interpreted as an 

attempt of the authors to write more informal and  more “reader-friendly” texts (2001:167).  
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 In a study made by Hoekje in 1983 both sentence length and sentence complexity of 

newspaper and book prose were examined. Hoekje states that earlier studies measuring readability 

have primarily relied on sentence length and vocabulary as an index, while her study “confirms that 

sentence length is integrally connected with sentence complexity”. Consequently, Hoekje found that 

the syntax characterizing newspaper prose differs from other form of prose by “the number rather 

than the kind of construction, with each construction appearing more frequently in the newspaper 

prose” (1983:1). Even if Hoekje's study primarily focuses on how these findings may present 

problems for L1 and L2 students when reading newspapers as well as to present reading strategies 

on how to cope with these specific problems, it is interesting to consider the findings in relation to 

the present study.  

 Contrary to the controversial Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis
1
, stating that a person's concept of the 

world is strongly dependent on the vocabulary and the syntax of his or her language, additionally 

implying that a person cannot be understood by another person who uses a different language, 

Fowler (1991: 66) maintains "that everyone has access to numerous kinds of discourse within their 

own language because of the multiple roles they perform, and the manifold roles and situations they 

encounter”. In newspaper terms, Fowler (1991) implies that what is reported in the news is a 

representation of the world and that the language used is value laden, which suggests that the news 

reported is patterned. Accordingly, Fowler is of the opinion that there must be a reason for all 

linguistic expression used in newspaper writing. Moreover, Bell (1991) discusses the function of 

different newspaper standards and guidelines which influence the authors on how to write, which of 

course affects how news is reported. In this context, Crystal and Derek (1969) state that the 

language used in newspapers not is as meaningful and powerful as it is assumed to be since it is not 

possible to expect the language to be linguistically homogenous, but rather that there are several 

ways in which a text can be presented, even if they also argue that it certainly is possible to find 

resemblances between newspaper texts presented in different newspapers. Moreover, both Fowler 

(1991) and Crystal and Derek (1969) are of the opinion that the reader has a lot of power since it is 

he or she who is going to interpret the information that is reported and additionally find the “values 

and beliefs” (Fowler 1991:46). The language used in newspapers has also been examined from 

different angles in some C- and D-essays of which I have read two as inspiration for my own 

writing. Lindberg (2005) makes “a descriptive and comparative analysis of adjectives and 

participial adjectives in newspaper language” and Nordlund (2006) makes “an analysis of how 

attitudes are displayed in news reporting”.  
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2. Results 
 

In order to obtain adequate research material, twenty articles have been used in the present study. 

Ten articles were selected from the Daily Telegraph website and ten from the Daily Star website. 

Five articles from each newspaper website are news articles whereas the remaining five were taken 

from the culture pages. However, since the Daily Star does not have a specific culture section, 

corresponding articles have been chosen from the section of “Reviews” where it is possible to read 

about newly published books, films and music. In addition, the articles in the Daily Telegraph are 

longer than the articles in the Daily Star, but since the average sentence length is computed that has 

no significant relevance. On the contrary, it is, in my opinion, more adequate to count all the words 

and sentences of the articles to get as reliable a result as possible.   

2.1 Sentence length 

 

To be able to calculate the average sentence length in each article, all words were counted manually. 

It could of course have been possible to scan the articles and then use the word count function in a 

word processing program to count the words. However, since I had made the decision to count 

contracted words as more words than one (each word in the contraction should be counted) and 

compound words were to be counted only as one, the process of a manual count was found more 

adequate. The total number of sentences in each article was then counted. The next step was to find 

out the average sentence length, which was done by dividing the number of words in each article 

with the number of sentences. 

 The result is shown in Table 1 below. The table shows the total number of words, the total 

number of sentences and the average number of words per sentence of the examined articles. The 

articles have been divided into four different sections: The Daily Telegraph news articles, The Daily 

Star news articles, The Daily Telegraph culture articles and The Daily Star culture articles. The 

rows containing the figures relating to the articles in the Daily Telegraph are transparent whereas 

the rows relating to the articles in the Daily Star are shown in light grey. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

1 A controversial linguistic hypothesis namned after Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf. 
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Table 1 Total number of words, total number of sentences and average number of words per 

sentence 

 
Total number of words 

Total number of 

sentences 

Average number of 

words per sentence 

The Daily Telegraph: 

news articles 1982 

 

99 

 

 

20 

The Daily Star: 

news articles 1816 

 

79 

 

 

22.9 

The Daily Telegraph: 

Culture articles 

 

2480 

 

 

109 

 

22.8 

The Daily Star: 

Culture articles 

 

1292 

 

 

52 

 

24.8 

 

The lowest average sentence length of the five Telegraph news articles is 16.1 while the highest is 

27.2. The corresponding figures in the five Star news articles are 17.5 and 28.6. The lowest average 

sentence length in the five Telegraph culture articles is 20.7 while the highest is 24.9. The 

corresponding figures in the five Star culture articles are 21.8 and 27.9. The average sentence length 

of all articles in the study is shown in the graphs below. Figure 1 shows the average sentence length 

of the news articles in both The Daily Telegraph and The Daily Star, while Figure 2 is a 

representation of the average sentence length of the culture articles in the two respective 

newspapers. Additionally, a detailed table showing the result of each single article can be found in 

Appendix 1.  
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Figure 1 – Average sentence length of the news articles 

Figure 2 – Average sentence length in the culture articles 

 

2.2 Sentence Complexity 

 

In order to study sentence complexity, all sentences in the articles were categorized as simple, 

compound or complex according to the definitions in section 1.3.2 above. The result is shown in 

Appendix 2. The rows containing the figures relating to the articles in the Daily Telegraph are 

transparent whereas the rows relating to the articles in the Daily Star are shown in light grey (see 

Table 2). 

 

Article 1 Article 3 Article 5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Average sentence length

Culture articles

The Daily 

Telegraph

The Daily 

Star

Articles

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e

Article 1 Article 3 Article 5

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Average sentence length

News articles

The Daily 

Telegraph

The Daily 

Star

Articles

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

g
e



 13 

 Table 2 Relative frequency and percentage of simple, compound and complex sentences 

 Total number of 

sentences 

Simple Compound Complex 

The Daily Telegraph: 

news articles 
 

99 

 

 

42 

42.4 % 

 

 

11 

11.1 % 

 

46 

46.5 % 

The Daily Star: 

news articles 
 

79 

 

 

36 

45.6 % 

 

 

5 

6.3 % 

 

38 

48.1 % 

The Daily Telegraph: 

culture articles 
 

109 

 

 

41 

37.6 

 

 

6 

14.6 

 

62 

56.8 

The Daily Star: 

culture articles 
 

52 

 

11 

21.2 % 

 

6 

11.5 % 

 

 

34 

65.3 

 

 

In order to better show how the different sentence types are represented in the articles, the 

percentage of the frequency of simple, compound as well as complex sentences are shown in  

different figures below. Figure 3 shows the frequency of all three sentence constructions in the news 

articles of both the Daily Telegraph and the Daily Star. Similarly, Figure 4 shows the relative 

frequency of all three sentence constructions in the culture articles of both newspapers.  

 

Figure 3 Relative frequencies of simple, compound and complex sentences in the news articles  
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As shown in the figure, simple and complex sentences are slightly more frequent in the Daily Star 

articles, while the compound sentences are more frequent in the Daily Telegraph even though it is 

the least used construction in the news articles.  

 

Figure 4 Relative frequencies of simple, compound and complex sentences in the culture articles 

 

In the culture articles, the simple and compound sentence constructions are more used in the Daily 

Telegraph, while the Daily Star has a higher frequency of complex sentences. In both newspapers, 

the culture articles have a high frequency of complex sentences and a lower frequency of simple 

sentences, while the compound sentences are rarely used.  

 To get a better understanding on the representation of the three different sentence 
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Figure 5 The relative frequency of simple sentences in the two different categories of articles in 

each newspaper. 

 

The figure shows that the Daily Star news articles have the highest relative frequency of simple 

sentence constructions, while the culture articles in the same newspaper have the lowest.  

 

 

 

Figure 6 The relative frequency of compound sentences in the two different categories of articles in 
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Compound sentences are more frequent in the culture articles of both newspapers, however with a 

majority in the the Daily Telegraph. Worth noticing is that the Daily Telegraph news articles almost 

have the same relative frequency as the Daily Star culture articles, while the Daily Star news 

articles have the lowest relative frequency.  

 

Figure 7 The relative frequency of complex sentences in the two different categories of articles in 

each newspaper. 

 

This figure shows that the complex sentence construction is most often used in the Daily Star 

culture articles followed by the Daily Telegraph culture articles. The relative frequency of complex 

sentences is almost the same in both newspapers' news articles.  
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written language. Table 3 below shows the result of the investigation and indicates that reporting 
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 Table 3 – Relative frequency of reporting clauses among the complex sentences 

 Complex sentences (percentage of the 

total number of sentences) 

Reporting clauses (total 

number and percentage of the 

total number of complex 

sentences) 

The Daily Telegraph: 

news articles 

46 

46.5 % 

29 

63 % 

The Daily Star: 

news articles 

38 

48.1 % 

22 

57.9 % 

The Daily Telegraph: 

culture articles 

62 

56.8 % 

7 

11.3 % 

The Daily Star: 

culture articles 

 

34 

65.3 % 

 

10 

29.4 % 

 

 

 

In order to get a better view on the representation of reporting clauses in the examined articles, the 

percentage is shown in figure 7 below.  

 

 

Figure 7 Relative frequency of reporting clauses among the complex sentences 
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3. Discussion and conclusion 

 

The questions I aimed at answering in this study were if articles in up-market newspapers generally 

consist of longer sentences compared to articles in down-market newspapers as well as if the up-

market newspaper articles additionally consists of more complex sentence constructions. My 

hypothesis was that broadsheet newspapers generally have longer sentences than articles in tabloids 

and that this may be the result of greater amounts of details and factual features in the broadsheet 

articles.  

 Besides that, my hypothesis was that since the examined up-market newspaper, The Daily 

Telegraph, has the targeted audience of older readers with an inclination to the Conservative party, 

the language should be more advanced with the presumption that the readers could coup with longer 

sentences and more complex sentence constructions compared to the readers of the down-market 

newspaper.  

 From the results obtained in the study, it is evident that the language of the broadsheet paper, 

The Daily Telegraph and the tabloid, The Daily Star, does not differ as much as is perhaps 

commonly believed. To the contrary, the examination of sentence length shows a higher average in 

the Daily Star in both categories. However, it is not a substantial difference but rather small 

discrepancies. The Daily Telegraph average figures are 20 words per sentence in the five news 

articles and 22.8 words per sentence in the culture articles. The corresponding figures for the 

articles in the Daily Star are 22.9 words per sentence in the news articles and, which probably is the 

most interesting result, 24.8 words per sentence in the culture articles. With the result in hand, it is 

interesting to know if there are any recommendations on how long a sentence should be in order to 

secure readability? Martin Cutts, in his Oxford Guide To Plain English (2007), offers the following 

guideline: “Over the whole document, make the average sentence length 15-20 words.” And what’s 

the reason? He explains: “More people fear snakes than full stops, so they recoil when a long 

sentence comes hissing across the page.” It is worth noticing that this recommendation not is 

limited to newspaper writing, but rather should be interpreted as a general guideline. However, it is 

valuable to notice that the average sentence length of both newspapers used in this study is rather 

high in comparison with Cutts's recommendation.  

 The examinations of sentence complexity shows that all the articles in the Daily Telegraph, 

both news and culture articles, together have a higher frequency of simple sentences compared to 
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all of the articles in the Daily Star. Furthermore, the frequency of simple sentences in the news 

articles is higher in both newspapers compared to the culture articles. The percentage of the culture 

articles in the Daily Star shows a more distinct difference since it is more than half as low (21.2 %) 

as the percentage of the news articles in the same paper (45.6 %).  

 Both categories of the articles in the Daily Telegraph have more compound sentences than 

the corresponding articles in the Daily Star.  The lowest percentage of compound sentences of the 

different article categories is found when calculating the news articles in the Daily Star. 

 The complex sentence constructions are frequently used in all article categories. However, it 

is interesting to note that the news articles in the Daily Star have a slightly higher percentage of 

complex sentences compared to the news articles in the Daily Telegraph. Even more surprising, the 

result shows that the culture articles in both newspapers consist of more complex sentences than the 

news articles, as well as that the culture articles in the Daily Star leads the competition by a rather 

substantial percentage, 65.3 % compared to 56.8 % in the Daily Telegraph. With reference to what 

Westin (2001) points out in her study, that subordination in British newspapers “seems to be 

associated with the more formal genres” (2001:83), the result of this part of the study indicates that 

the language used in the Daily Star is more formal than the language used in the Daily Telegraph. 

However, to make a deeper analysis of the complex sentence constructions used in the examined 

articles, all reporting clauses have been identified with the intention to find out if one of the 

newspapers used them more frequently than the other and if there was a difference between the two 

categories of articles.  According to Biber (1999), reporting clauses are more often used in spoken 

English than in writing, a fact that in this study could indicate the use of a less formal language 

even if many complex sentences are used. The examination showed that all together the Daily Star 

had a higher relative frequency of reporting clauses than the Daily Telegraph, 44.4 % vs. 33.3 %. 

However, the data showed that the Daily Telegraph had a higher frequency of reporting clauses 

within the complex sentences in the examined news articles, while it was the opposite result in 

connection with the examination of the culture articles. Thus, the examination of reporting clauses 

shows that even if both categories of examined articles in the Daily Star consist of more complex 

sentences than both categories of examined articles in the Daily Telegraph, the relative frequency of 

reporting clauses is higher in the examined culture articles in the Daily Star, which is an indication 

that the language necessarily does not have to be more formal in that category.  

 The conclusion to be drawn from this study is that it is possible to show that there are not 

any substantial differences in sentence length and sentence complexity between the Daily Telegraph 

and the Daily Star. Contrary to my hypothesis, the result did not show a more advanced language in 
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the Daily Telegraph. Rather, the examined articles in the Daily Star consisted of longer sentences 

and more complex sentence constructions which, according to earlier research, would be an 

indication of a more formal language which probably has an effect on readability. In her study, 

Westin (2001) states that using shorter sentences is an attempt of the authors to make the language 

more readable. It is of course also possible to see that the use of long sentences and complex 

sentence constructions go hand in hand since “fewer subordinate clauses ought to contribute to 

shorter sentences” (Westin, 2001:85).  However, the result of the examination of reporting clauses 

showed that the language used in the Daily Star articles does not necessarily have to affect 

readability negatively. Since both newspapers are supposed to support the Conservative party, it is, 

with the result of this study, in my opinion possible to claim that both newspapers have the same 

targeted audience, however one is an up-market newspaper and the other a down-market newspaper. 

The audience are probably a coherent group “with identical aims, beliefs and opinions” (Reah 

1998:50) and concerning the language they are probably assumed to cope with long sentences and 

rather complex sentence constructions.   
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                Appendix 1 

 Total number of words 
Total number of 

sentences 

Average number of 

words per sentence 

The Telegraph news 

article 1 
272 10 27.2 

The Star news article 1 264 11 24 

The Telegraph news 

article 2 
335 15 22.3 

The Star news article 2 105 6 17.5 

The Telegraph news 

article 3 
394 17 23.1 

The Star news article 3 349 13 26.8 

The Telegraph news 

article 4 
450 24 18.7 

The Star news article 4 401 14 28.6 

The Telegraph news 

article 5 
531 33 16.1 

The Star news article 5 697 35 19.9 

The Telegraph cultural 

article 1 
196 8 24.5 

The Star cultural article 1 197 9 21.8 

The Telegraph cultural 

article 2 
774 31 25.0 

The Star cultural article 2 307 11 27.9 

The Telegraph cultural 

article 3 
869 42 20.7 

The Star cultural article 3 289 12 26.3 

The Telegraph cultural 

article 4 
419 19 22.0 

The Star cultural article 4 238 9 26.4 

The Telegraph cultural 

article 5 
222 9 24.7 

The Star cultural article 5 261 11 23.7 
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                Appendix 2 

 Number of sentences Simple Compound Complex 

The Telegraph news 

article 1 
10 

4 

40 % 

- 

0 % 

6 

60 % 

The Star news article 

1 
11 

4 

36.4 % 

1 

9.1 % 

6 

54.5 % 

The Telegraph news 

article 2 
15 

6 

40 % 

3 

20 % 

6 

40 % 

The Star news article 

2 
6 

1 

16.7 % 

- 

0 % 

5 

83.3 

The Telegraph news 

article 3 
17 

5 

29.4 

3 

17.7 

9 

52.9 

The Star news article 

3 
13 

7 

53.8 % 

1 

7.7 % 

5 

38.5 

The Telegraph news 

article 4 
24 

10 

41.7 % 

2 

8.3 % 

12 

50 % 

The Star news article 

4 
14 

6 

42.9 % 

1 

7.1 % 

7 

50 % 

The Telegraph news 

article 5 
33 

 

17 

51.5 % 

3 

9.1 % 

13 

39.4 % 

The Star news article 

5 
35 

18 

51.4 % 

2 

5.7 % 

15 

42.9 % 

The Telegraph 

cultural article 1 
8 

3 

37.5 % 

1 

12.5 % 

4 

50 % 

The Star cultural 

article1 
9 

4 

44.45 % 

1 

11.1 % 

4 

44.45 % 

The Telegraph 

cultural article 2 
31 

18 

58.1 

- 

0 % 

13 

41.9 

The Star cultural 

article 2 
11 

3 

27.3 % 

1 

9.1 % 

7 

63.6 % 

The Telegraph 

cultural article 3 
42 

17 

40.5 % 

1 

2.4 % 

24 

57.1 

The Star cultural 

article 3 
11 

1 

9.1  % 

1 

9.1 % 

9 

81.8 % 

The Telegraph 

cultural article 4 
19 

3 

15.8 

- 

0 % 

16 

84.2 

The Star cultural 

article 4 
9 

1 

11.1 % 

2 

22.2 % 

6 

66.7 

The Telegraph 

cultural article 5 
9 

- 

0 % 

4 

44.4 % 

5 

55.6 

The Star cultural 

article 5 
11 

2 

18.2 % 

1 

9.1 % 

8 

72.7 

 


