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Abstract 

This essay deals with the topic of gender equality in schools through one of it’s most 

fundamental parts; the teaching book. This particular study focuses on the most commonly 

used teaching book in the course English A on upper secondary school. The overall aim is to 

investigate whether there are linguistic gender differences through a study of the syntactic 

variation of the noun phrase (NP). The concept of gender and its role in curriculum and 

education act is enlightened in the background along with an explanation of the NP. Previous 

studies with gender perspective are also used. As material, four texts from the book Blueprint 

A were chosen. The four texts are considered to have topics that are stereotypical for the two 

genders, two aimed towards females and two towards males. The hypothesis, based on 

previous studies on female - male language and teaching books, suggests that differences will 

be shown in the variation of the NP. This hypothesis is not confirmed, the results do not show 

enough difference. The author draws the conclusion that unlike previous studies, Blueprint A 

can be considered unbiased in this particular area. 
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Introduction 

From my point of view, gender-based discussions have been a fundamental part of my 

education at HIG. It has been included frequently from the pedagogical and physical 

education courses all the way to courses in English literature and socio-linguistics. All the 

discussions and the literature behind them is what has created my interest in the area this 

essay aims to investigate. 

The idea of making a linguistic gender-based study began when reading Jennifer 

Coates’ Women, Men and Language: A Sociolinguistic Account of Gender Differences in 

Language and Wardhaugh’s An Introduction to Sociolinguistics. The idea developed into 

making a similar study to some of the ones presented in these two books, but directly related 

to the school environment. This resulted in an investigation of the syntactic variation of noun 

phrases(NP) in the most commonly used text book in upper secondary school; Blueprint A.  

Aim 

The overall aim of this essay is to investigate whether there are linguistic gender differences 

in the teaching book Blueprint A. This will be done by analyzing the syntactic variation of 

noun phrases in four different texts. 

Background 

Since this is a gender-based study, I will in this part of the essay try to explain the concept of 

gender and enlighten the importance the concept in our school system. This will be followed 

by a display of literature and previous studies regarding female and male language. However, 

in the first part of the background there will be an explanation of the noun phrase and its 

modifiers. 

The Noun Phrase 

Estling Vannestål states that ‘according to Biber et al (1999:232), noun phrases can be 

considered to play the most important parts in language because of their referential 

specification, i.e. they “specify who and what the text is about”’. (Estling Vannestål 2004:38) 

Furthermore, Nilsson (2001:17) claims that ‘one of Varantola’s major conclusions is that 

there are patterned differences in the structure of complex NPs between her two corpora, and 

that the NP is a stylistically sensitive linguistic structure’. Since noun phrases allow such 

great complexity and play such important part when expressing oneself, they are of great 
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interest when analyzing a text from a gender perspective. This is also the reason why the noun 

phrase is the linguistic item this essay aims to investigate. Why the noun phrase is such an 

important part and why it allows an almost infinite number of combinations will be explained 

below.  

To understand the research and the result of this essay, the concept of noun phrase 

must be clarified. A noun phrase (abbreviated NP) is a phrase whose head is a noun or a 

pronoun. The NP can optionally be modified with premodifiers, which occur before the head 

of the phrase and postmodifiers, which occur after the head of the phrase. (Quirk 1985) 

Vannestål (p. 59-60) uses Quirk’s (1985) model and categorizes and explains the possible 

modifiers as: 

 

• Determiners; articles (the, a/an), demonstratives (this, that), possessives (my, his etc.) 

numerals (four, eight etc.), quantifiers (some, many etc.) and a noun phrase in the 

genitive (Ulrika’s car, The cat’s fur) 

• Premodifiers; placed before the head of the phrase and whose function is to describe 

or classify and can either occur as an adjective (a long way, the dark horse), an adverb 

(a fairly beautiful day, the extremely fast car) or a noun (a brick wall, the snow 

machine) with the former as more frequently occurring. 

• Post modifiers, placed after the head of the phrase and provides information about it; 

o Prepositional Phrase: a hole in the wall 

o A dependent clause introduced by a wh- word (e.g. where, which, who):  a 

soccer player who had been on the bench the whole season 

o A dependent clause introduced by a past participle: a senior police officer 

involved in the case 

o A dependent clause introduced by a verb in the –ing form: a student doing her 

homework 

o A dependent clause introduced by a verb in the infinitive: a place to call home 

o A verb in the infinitive: someone to love 

o An adjective: the pupils present 

o An adverb: the conference yesterday 

o Another NP: Elias, a pharmacist 
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Noun phrases are prototypically used for acts of reference as in "The blonde girl shouts" or 

"She kissed the man". Also possible, but found less often, is the use of noun phrases for 

predication, as in "Suzy is a blonde girl" (Vannestål 2004). 

As previously mentioned, the above mentioned modifiers allow the NP to have an 

almost infinite number of combinations with difference in both pre-modifiers and post 

modifiers. This variation will be referred to as complexity.  

The Gender Concept  

The concept of gender, as we use it today came to the surface in the early 1970s. People 

started using it to draw a line of demarcation between biological sex differences and the way 

these are used to inform behaviors and competencies, which are then assigned as either 

‘masculine’ or ‘feminine’. The purpose of making a sex/gender distinction was to argue that 

the actual physical or mental effects of biological difference had been exaggerated to maintain 

a patriarchal system of power and to create a consciousness among women that they were 

naturally better suited to ‘domestic’ roles. (Pilcher & Whelehan p.56) Eckert and McConell-

Ginet (2003) claim that gender is not a part of what one is but a result of what one does. 

‘Gender is a set of practices through which people construct and claim identities, not simply a 

system for categorizing people’ (Eckert & McConell-Ginet 2003:305). 

Gender is a major topic which impregnate our school system all the way from the 

first to the last grade and is therefore also very important in the education of teachers at 

universities. Schools should, according to the curriculum for upper secondary school (Lpf 94) 

and school laws, work to prohibit any such constructed roles, treat all pupils equal and give 

them the same opportunities (von Wright 1998). In the next part, there will be some examples 

in form of quotes and more detailed explanation what Lpf 94 and Swedish school law 

contains that regards gender equality. 

Gender in Lpf 94 and Swedish education act 

In Skolverket’s own translation of Lpf 94 (Skolverket 2009), gender-related text can be found 

in several sections. Under fundamental values and the topic “understanding and compassion” 

Skolverket means that “no-one should be subjected to discrimination at school based on 

gender…Tendencies toward harassment or other degrading treatment should be actively 

combated.” (Skolverket 2009). Further on, Skolverket refers to gender under the topic “an 

equivalent education” when writing that “The school shall actively and consciously further 

equal rights and opportunities for men and women. Pupils shall be encouraged to develop 
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their interests without prejudice as to gender differences.” (Skolverket 2009) These two 

quotes refer to Skolverket’s norms how the whole school and its staff should work with this 

issue and what fundamental values they should represent. Skolverket also gives the teachers 

some helpful guidelines which are connected to different topics, e.g. assessment and grade, 

norms and values, and responsibility and influence of pupils. Below are a couple on points 

from the latter; responsibility and influence of pupils: 

 

“The teacher shall: 

• ensure that all students, independent of social background and regardless of gender, 

ethnic belonging, religion or other belief, sexual orientation or disability, have real 

influence in the work methods, work structures, and educational content. 

• Make sure that education in terms of its contents and its structure reflect both male 

and female perspective” (Skolverket 2009) 

 

Gender is not only an important feature of Lpf 94 (Skolverket 2009) but also included in the 

Swedish education act formed by the Ministry of Education and Science which also endorses 

an equal treatment of all pupils regardless of gender and encourages active work against such 

behavior. 

 

“Each and every person active in the school system shall promote respect for the intrinsic 

value of every human being and for our common environment. Persons active in the school 

system shall in particular 

 

1. Promote equality between the genders and 

2. Actively counteract all types of insulting treatment such as bullying or racist 

behavior.” Education act (1999:886) 

 

These quotes from Lpf 94 and the Swedish education act undermines von Wright’s opinion 

about the schools role when it comes to gender equality; ‘Gender equality is both an aim and 

content for school. This means that the school shall not only work pro gender equality but 

also be equal, and teaching books both equal and equalizing’ (Own translation: von Wright 

1998:15). Teaching book play an important role in our society, as they are the only literature 

that everyone in our society has to read at some point in life (Larsson 1991).  
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Language and Gender 

Her voice was ever soft, 

Gentle and low, an excellent thing in a woman   

      William Shakespeare, King Lear 

 

It is hard for a woman to define her feelings in language which is  

chiefly made by men to express theirs.   

Thomas Hardy, Far from the Madding Crowd 

 

Men had every advantage of us telling their own story. 

Education has been theirs in so much higher a degree; the pen 

has been in their hands.    

Jane Austen, Persuasion 

 

As I have mentioned, gender is a topic that occurs frequently in our school system and is a 

fundamental part in our curriculum and education act. There are several places in these two 

documents where the fundamental value of schools encourages teachers, school staff to treat 

all pupils, regardless of gender, equal. This makes it a very interesting topic to study, to see if 

schools actually represent these types of values above mentioned. This is not a completely 

new area to investigate, a number of teacher trainees have made essays in this area in various 

ways earlier (e.g. Frej Lysén 2009, Halberg 2007, Odén 2005). Even though the terrain 

already has been sundered, it is not common to focus on the actual structure of the text from a 

gender perspective. There are more studies regarding stereotypes in topics of texts and 

pictures.  

Jennifer Coates investigates possible linguistic gender differences in her book 

Women, Men and Language where she seeks an answer to the general question ‘do women 

and men talk differently?’ (Coates 2004:3) Coates claims that the general belief is that they 

talk differently, that most people is likely to say that women gossip and men swear more 

(Coates 2004:3). This theory about people’s attitudes towards differences is supported by 

Lakoff (1975) who made a study on this particular subject.  
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When looking at conversational practice it seems as if women and men do pursue 

different interactive styles. Women use more hedges1

The previous mentioned research findings are based on female and male interaction 

and are not directly connected with teaching books. But they, together with people’s 

expectations of how the two genders speak, form an interesting aspect when investigating 

linguistic items in teaching books from a gender perspective. Since schools in all aspects 

should give males and females equal right and equal treatment, teaching ought to be included 

in this treatment. There is a possibility that the makers of teaching books are influenced by the 

idea of women and men having different ways of expressing themselves. Estling Vannestål 

(2004:13) claims that ‘when there is more than one way of expressing something in a 

language, we make a conscious or unconscious choice between variants’. 

, use more linguistic forms associated 

with politeness and pay more compliments to other speakers, while men talk more, swear 

more and use aggravated directives to get things done (Coates 2004, Wardhaugh 2006, Eckert 

& McConnel-Ginet 2003). Studies also show that in a mixed-sex talk, men tend to dominate 

the conversation. This is obviously not true in every such situation but by large, ‘women and 

men do not have equal rights to the conversational floor’ (Coates 2004:124).  

  As a possible effect of this, teaching books could therefore be constructed in a way 

that displays women and men differently and therefore also unequally.  

An example that could support that theory is a study made on the teaching books 

Read & Proceed and Blueprint B, where the latter has the same authors as the primary source 

for this essay but is meant to use in the B-course. The author, Pia Odén, compares her own 

results with a study made twenty years earlier hoping that modern teaching books are not 

biased and stereotypical from a gender perspective. She concludes her essay; ‘English 

teaching books of today are biased and stereotypical regarding the issue of equality. Changes 

have been made since Beckius’ survey of 1985 but the changes are surprisingly small – a 

different result was expected twenty years after the survey. Major efforts are needed in the 

areas concerning gender equality…Equality is however not found in the two teaching books 

that have been analyzed in the present study.’ (Odén 2005:21) 

Another example of a study made on teaching books with a negative result from the 

gender equality perspective is Genus och text: När kan man tala om jämställdhet i 

                                                 
1 Hedges are linguistic forms used to express the speaker’s certainty or uncertainty. The majority of hedges are 

adjectives or adverbs. E.g. I think, I’m sure, you know, sort of, perhaps or the popular newcomer like. (Coates 

2004) 
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fysikläromedel?. The study is made on teaching books in physics and the author concludes her 

study by answering a question she asked herself in the beginning of the study. She asks ‘In 

what way do teaching books I physics contribute to create and recreate the idea of male and 

female, in what way do the texts contribute to the construction of gender?’ (Own translation 

von Wright 1998:102) Her conclusion is in her opinion gloomy. Von Wright claims that the 

teaching books she analyzed without doubt underlined the traditional gender roles and are 

therefore also unequal from a gender perspective.  

Coates (2004) focus on male and female conversational differences, Odén (2005) on 

teaching books in general. Barry (2002) on the other hand discusses whether there is a written 

language that is inherently feminine. He writes that feminist author ‘Virginia Woolf suggests 

that language use is gendered so that when a woman turns to novel writing she finds that 

there is no common sentence for her to use’ (Barry 2002:126). According to Barry (2002) 

Virginia Woolf claims that unlike female authors, male authors have a natural prose unlike, 

she even quotes a sentence saying ‘that is a man’s sentence. 

With Skolverket’s opinions and previous research in mind, I found it interesting to 

investigate if these gender differences could also include linguistic features. After reading up 

on the secondary sources Estling Vannestål (2004) and Nilsson (2001) along with some 

further considerations it was decided that this study would focus on the construction of the 

noun phrase. To narrow the topic and make the essay relevant the following research 

questions were used; 

Research questions 

The research questions of this study are; 

 

• Are there any differences in the noun phrases use of pre-modifiers? 

• Are there any differences in the noun phrases use of post-modifiers? 

• Is the overall complexity of the noun phrases different comparing texts about girls to 

texts about boys? 

Hypothesis 

As previously mentioned in the introduction of this essay, the topic for this essay took form 

when reading books which presented linguistic differences between the two genders. After 

reading up more on the secondary sources and looking more at previous C-essays in similar 
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topics the hypothesis became fairly clear. Since these studies show differences in the two 

genders ways of expressing themselves, both through speech and writing, and studies made on 

teaching books display inequality between the genders  it seems natural that this study will 

show results in the same direction. Even though there are not many (if any) studies on 

teaching books syntax it is quite fair to think that the idea of differences in female and male 

language would have effect on that as well. This is something writers of teaching books 

probably do not think about when making these books. In spite of that, there is a possibility 

that the general idea of differences in female and male language affect them subconsciously 

as Estling Vannestål (2004) suggests.   

Method and Material 

Primary source 

The primary source used for this essay is Blueprint A, which is a teaching book used for the 

English A-course on upper secondary school. English A is one of three primary subjects along 

with Swedish and Mathematics and Blueprint A is one of the most commonly used teaching 

book in that subject (Frej Lysén 2009). The copy used for this study is the second edition of 

the book, printed in 2007, revised from the first edition which was printed in 2001. The book 

contains eight chapters with different themes and has two texts per chapter. Each text is 

followed by listening, speaking and writing exercises. From this source, four texts were 

chosen; two texts that represents females and two texts that represents males. These texts are 

the material of the analysis of this essay. 

Selection 

For this study, four texts were chosen from the primary source. Since it is a 

gender-based study, the texts were chosen with the main character and the text 

topic in mind and from a gender-stereotypical perspective. The two female 

texts have female main characters and are about one girl with dogs and one girl 

going out on a date. The male texts have male main characters and are about 

guns and computer games. The complete texts were not used for the analysis. 

The reason for that is both due to the time limit of this study and because 

sufficient NPs for a fairly reliable study where found since the NPs are 

passably common in all texts. Approximately 800 words per text where used 

for the data collection. 



12 

 

Data collection method and statistical procedures 

The essay investigates the number of occurrences of lexical items in four different texts. The 

data (the noun phrases) were retrieved manually from the four texts. The NPs were localized 

and transferred to Microsoft Excel 2007 sheets for a structured overview and more effective 

data processing. In these documents all NPs have references, e.g. Column 3, p. 76, line 46. 

The NP constituents were placed into columns for pre-modifiers, head and post-modifiers, 

respectively, which in turn generated the result of the phrase complexity into one column. In 

the columns of pre- and post-modifiers the type of modifier is named, e.g. adjective, adverb, 

prepositional phrase or relative clause. To count the number of each item, the Excel sorting 

function was used.  

The calculations which the diagrams in the results section are based on were done 

with a calculator. The number of occurrences was divided by the number of words analyzed 

and then multiplied with 1000 to get the normalized frequency per 1000 words. For instance, 

in Male text 1 22 adjectives were found in 794 words. 22 divided by 794 is 0.0277. If we 

multiply this number with 1000, it results in 27.7 which means the text has 27.7 adjectives per 

1000 words. All numbers have been rounded off to integers (e.g. 27.7 to 28 or 2.8 to 3) to 

create more reader-friendly results. All collected data can be found in Appendix 1. 

The diagrams were created in Microsoft Word 2007 by using the calculations based 

on the data collected and transferred into Excel. 

Complexity 

One part of the analysis will focus on comparing the complexity of all NPs used in the four 

texts. The complexity of the NPs is graded into four categories;  

 

0 (no modifiers), e.g. Girl 

1 (pre-modifier only), e.g. the black cat 

2 (post-modifier only) e.g. athletes in training 

3 (both pre- and post-modifiers) e.g. a lot of old guys who always race 

 

Determiners and numerals have been excluded as pre-modifiers in the analysis and NPs as the 

cat or three books will therefore be placed in the category 0. The reason for this exclusion is 

that mostly, this NP constituent is not optional and therefore not as interesting to investigate 
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as optional modifiers. However, determiners such as his or her has been counted as they 

directly express gender but are still categorized as 0 in complexity. 

The results section of the essay will also compare which types of modifiers are used. 

Categories in this section are the pre-modifiers adjectives and adverbs and the post-modifiers 

relative clause, prepositional phrase and dependent clause. 

The total number of words included in the analysis differs from text to text. This is 

taken into consideration and the occurrences of each item will be calculated by the number of 

words. 

Search for other research (keywords) 

Noun phrase, language and gender, gender, genus, syntax, sociolinguistics, teaching books, 

läroböcker 

Results 

The presentation of the collected data will be built into small sections based on the items 

investigated; pre-modifiers, post-modifiers and the complexity created from these two. This 

way it will be easier to follow the results and compare similarities or differences between the 

texts instead of dividing it into a presentation of text by text. 

Before looking at the NPs modifiers and complexity it is of relevance to look at the 

number of NPs occurring per 1000 words in each of the texts since this without doubt effects 

the result of the later presented data.  
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Figure 1. Number of NPs per 1000 words 

 

The only thing that visually stands out in Figure 1 is the text Female 2 with 255, which has 

thirty-three to thirty-eight more NPs per 1000 words than the other three texts. Otherwise the 

distribution is fairly even between the texts Female 1, Male 1 and Male 2 where it is only a 

difference of five NPs between the highest (222) and the lowest (217).  

Pre-modifiers 

Since determiners (except him/her) and quantifiers are excluded due to lack of relevance, 

there are two types of pre-modifiers that will be presented in the results and later discussed; 

adverbs and adjectives. The number of occurrences of adverbs and adjectives per 1000 words 

is presented in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. Number of pre-modifiers per 1000 words 

 

As Table 2 shows, adverbs are not that common in the four selected texts. In two of the texts, 

Female 2 and Male 2, no adverbs where found and the normalized frequency in the texts 

Female 1 and Male 1 are 4 and 3 per 1000 words. Noteworthy is that since between 700 and 

900 words per texts where used to collect data the raw number of occurrences only is three 

and two for the two texts with adverbs. 

Adjectives on the other hand occur rather frequently in these texts. Figure 2 displays 

that two of the texts have close to thirty adjectives per 1000 words and the other two 

approximately twenty. There are no great differences between the female and male texts; both 

of them have one text with a normalized frequency close to thirty and the other closer to 

twenty. Noticeable is that the text Female 2, which had the highest frequency of NPs, has no 

adverbs and a fairly low number of adjectives. 

Post-modifiers 

There were three different types of post-modifiers found in the four texts; 

dependent clauses, relative clauses and prepositional phrases. Figure 3 shows 

the result of the calculations made on these. 
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Figure 3. Number of post-modifiers per 1000 words 

 

Similar to adverbs, dependent clauses were fairly uncommon in these texts; none of these 

types of post-modifiers were found in the text Female 1. As Table 3 shows, the texts Female 2 

and Male 1 have just over one per 1000 words, which means only one dependent clause found 

in 712 and 794 words. The text Male 2 also has a low frequency number, but still four times 

higher than the other two with a raw number of four dependent clauses. 

Relative clauses are slightly more common than dependent clauses. Three of the 

texts, Female 2, Male 1 and Male 2, have a normalized frequency between three to five. The 

text Female 1 on the other hand almost reaches ten occurrences per 1000 words. 

As we can see in Figure 3, the far most frequent post-modifier is the prepositional 

phrase. Both female texts and the first male text have approximately twenty prepositional 

phrases as normalized score. The bar, representing the text Male 2, on the other hand reaches 

almost thirty PPs per 1000 words. 

The text Male 2 therefore stands out in two of the three post-modifier categories. It 

clearly contains the highest frequency of dependent clauses and prepositional phrases of the 

four texts. The text Female 2 which, as previously mentioned, has significantly higher 

normalized frequency of NPs does not stand out in any of the three categories. 
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Complexity 

Because of the big difference in the number of NPs with complexity 0 and the number of NPs 

with complexity 1, 2 or 3 the analysis of NP complexity will be divided into two separate 

parts and displayed in two different tables.  

The majority of the NPs found were NPs with complexity 0, i.e. noun phrases 

without either pre-modifiers or post-modifiers. In Figure 4 below the normalized frequency of 

NPs with complexity 0 is shown. 
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Figure 4. Number of NPs with complexity 0 per 1000 words 

 

Similar to Table 1, the text Female 2 has a significantly higher number than the three other 

texts with a score of 203. The other three texts are very close with about 160 NPs with 

complexity 0 per 1000 words. 

The calculations of the complexity of NPs with modifiers of any kind are 

demonstrated in Figure 5. 
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Figure 5. Number of complexity 1-3 occurrences per 1000 words 

 

The calculations in Figure 5 of NPs that only contain pre-modifiers (Complexity 1) show that 

both female texts have the exact same normalized frequency of 22. The male texts on the 

other hand have a rather considerable difference. The text Male 1 has a number of almost 29 

NPs with only pre-modifiers per 1000 words while the text Male 2 does not even reach twenty 

with a frequency of 18 making a thirty eight percent difference. The male texts consequently 

have the text with the most complexity 1 NPs but also the text with least NPs with complexity 

1. 

When looking at Figure 5’s second category displaying NPs that only contain post-

modifiers, there are three texts with almost the same normalized frequency. The texts Female 

1, Female 2 and Male 1 all are in a range of 1 complexity-2 NPs per 1000 words. The text 

Male 2, with a score almost 30, has approximately 50 percent more NPs with post-modifiers 

only than the other three texts. Noticeable is also that complexity 1 NPs are roughly as 

frequent as NPs categorized as complexity 2. 

NPs with both pre-modifiers and post-modifiers are, according to Table 5, much 

rarer than the other complex NPs. In this category it is the text Female 1 that sticks out 

compared to the other three texts. It has about twice as many complexity-3 NPs per 1000 

words than the texts Female 2 and Male 2 and a significantly higher number than the text 
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Male 1. Something to have in mind in the last category is the rather low numbers which 

means a quite low number of items found. 

Results summary – text by text 

The Female 1 text has the most adverbs, adjectives, relative clauses as well as complexity-3 

NPs per 1000 words without having any outstanding low frequencies in any categories. 

The text Female 2 has the most NPs per 1000 words but it also has by far the most 

NPs without any pre- or post-modifiers, i.e. complexity-0 NPs. This results in that even 

though the text has the highest number of NPs per 1000 words, because of the high number of 

un-modified NPs, it does not stand out with the most of anything else besides complexity-0 

NPs compared to the other three texts. 

The text Male 1 is fairly average in most categories. It stands out with the most NPs 

with pre-modification only and a high number of adjectives. Though, the text has no category 

where it is far behind the other texts 

The Male 2 text has a low number of pre-modifiers, adverbs as well as adjectives. 

Post-modifiers on the other hand are more common in this text than any of the other three. 

The text has highest normalized frequency in the post-modifier categories dependent clauses 

and prepositional phrases. It also has by far the most NPs with complexity category 2. 

Summary & Conclusions 

This essays purpose was to get an insight if teaching books on upper secondary school 

promote equality between the genders. The specific thing this essay used to investigate this 

was to examine whether there are linguistic gender differences in the teaching book Blueprint 

A through a study of the noun phrase.  

Barbro Nilsson (1991) states the obvious in Lärobok om läroböcker. She writes that 

teaching books is the only type of book that almost everyone in Sweden has to read, or at least 

should read. No other type of book, no matter how popular they are, has a larger target 

audience since students all over the country are using different types of teaching books for at 

least nine years. This evidently makes the content of these books important. As declared in the 

background of this study, schools, teachers along with teaching books have a responsibility to 

pass certain values. Two of those values are to support gender equalities and prohibit 

prejudices of gender differences (Skolverket 2009, Education act 1999).  
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Since this study aimed to investigate any gender differences in teaching books, 

prejudices about gender differences need to be taken in to consideration. These kinds of biases 

are something we grow up with. We learn at an early age that men and women are different 

and this seems to reflect our opinions about female and male language and the actual way we 

express ourselves. Studies, specified in the beginning of this study, on female and male 

language refer to these opinions and differences (Coates 2004, Lakoff 1975, Wardhaugh 

2006, Eckert & McConnel-Ginet 2003). 

The four texts that were chosen for this study are considered to be two ‘female-texts’ 

and two ‘male-texts’. From a quick glance at the results, it is hard to distinguish any obvious 

differences between the two types of texts. However, there is an important thing to have in 

mind when discussing the results of the NPs number of modifiers and complexity. The first 

figure (Figure 1) shows that the female texts have more NPs per than the male texts, 238 to 

217.5. This is important because it affects all other numbers since every score is measured per 

1000 words and not number of occurrences per NP. 

 

The research questions used for this essay were; 

• Are there any differences in the noun phrases use of pre-modifiers? 

• Are there any differences in the noun phrases use of post-modifiers? 

• Is the overall complexity of the noun phrases different comparing texts about girls to 

texts about boys? 

The female texts dominate three categories; adjectives, complexity 0 and complexity 

3 NPs. The male texts on the other hand have the highest normalized frequency in two; 

dependent clauses and complexity 2 NPs. The other measured items have to be considered to 

have fairly even frequency. Some of the most significant differences are between texts aimed 

towards the same gender, e.g. PP and comp 1 in male texts and female texts comp. 0 and 3. 

This does not define any gender differences but it might be worth observing. 

I have already concluded by referring to previous studies on female-male language 

that differences can be seen in the two genders way to speak and write. In my hypothesis, I 

expressed a concern that these differences and ideas about differences might affect authors of 

teaching books in a way to make texts differently depending on which gender they are aimed 

to. It seemed reasonable to believe that the authors were to be affected to make differences, if 

not consciously but subconsciously as Estling Vannestål (2004) suggests. This would result in 
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biased teaching books which in turn would result in a failure to uphold Skolverket’s and the 

education act’s aim to have a school promoting gender equality. 

I could argue that I found differences. I could point out that the female texts have 

slightly more adjectives than the male texts or the male texts having more complexity 2 NPs. 

However, looking at the results as a whole, the number of occurrences is astonishingly 

similar. This study aimed to investigate if there are any linguistic gender differences by 

looking at the NP. As I mentioned, there are differences in some about half of the investigated 

categories but the study does not show a clear enough pattern to be able to say that one 

gender’s texts have more well developed NPs than the other. To summarize, by looking at 

Blueprint A and the four chosen texts and the construction of their NPs, it is hard to say that it 

support my hypothesis and the previous research used for this study. Unlike Frej Lysén(2009) 

and Odén (2005) who made studies on Blueprint A and B this study do not clearly show any 

gender differences. 

Reliability and further study 

To get an even more reliable result, a larger study would be required. The entire texts could be 

analyzed or perhaps even include more, if not all texts in the primary source. Another variable 

that could be included in further study is the gender of the authors to the text. This study only 

investigates texts obviously aimed towards one of the genders. There might be a possibility 

that the result could be affected by a male author making the female texts or vice versa. For 

further study, it could be interesting to investigate to what extension the creators of Blueprint 

A actually write the texts. Do they use other texts, and if they do are there any differences 

between texts from other sources than the ones written by the creators of the book? There is 

one more interesting thing worth thinking about with the results and my conclusions in mind. 

In my hypothesis I found it fair to think that our ideas about differences in female and male 

language would affect the creators of teaching books if not consciously but subconsciously. 

Could there be a possibility that it, despite my results, still could have affected them. If it has 

affected them consciously, they could have made well-aware decisions and found gender-

neutral texts.  
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NP - Testing the Human Spirit Reference Line Head Compl. Pre-mod 1 Pre-mod 2 Post-mod 1 Post-mod 2
What Intro, p.76 1 What 0
war Intro, p.76 1 war 0
snot Intro, p.76 1 snot 0
someone whose life almost entirely consists of freezing fights a   Intro, p.76 2 someone 2 rel.
she Intro, p.76 3 she 0
it Intro, p.76 3 it 0
Aliy Zirkle Intro, p.76 4 Aliy Zirkle 0
herself Intro, p.76 4 herself 0
the limits Intro, p.76 4 limits 0
she Intro, p.76 4 she 0
the youngest person Intro, p.76 4 person 1 adj.
the first woman to have won the Yukon Quest - a 1,000-mile ra          Intro, p.76 5 woman 3 adj. PP NP
She Intro, p.76 6 she 0
a proffesional musher Intro, p.76 6 musher 1 adj.
her dogs Intro, p.76 6 dogs 0 det.
her best friends Intro, p.76 6 friends 1 det. adj.
it Col. 1, p.76 1 it 0
ten degrees Col. 1, p.76 1 degrees 0
That Col. 1, p.76 2 that 0
a warm day Col. 1, p.76 2 day 1 adj.
an Alaskan winter Col. 1, p.76 3 winter 1 adj.
conditions Col. 1, p.76 3 conditions 0
huskies Col. 1, p.76 4 huskies 0
Aliy Zirkle, 30 Col. 1, p.76 5 Aliy Zirkle 2 num.
twelve dogs Col. 1, p.76 6 dogs 0
today's sled run Col. 1, p.76 6 run 1 N
the cold Col. 1, p.76 7 cold 0
These dogs Col. 1, p.76 7 dogs 0
pets out on a walk Col. 1, p.76 8 pets 2 PP
they Col. 1, p.76 9 they 0
athletes in training Col. 1, p.76 9 athletes 2 PP
Last year Col. 1, p.76 10 year 0



Aliy Col. 1, p.76 10 Aliy 0
champion of one of the toughest races in the world, the Yukon Col. 1, p.76 10 champion 2 PP NP
Twenty-nine teams Col. 1, p.76 12 teams 0
the race which covers 1,000 miles, starting in Canada's Yukon T                Col. 1, p.76 12 race 2 rel.
It Col. 1, p.76 18 it 0
about seventeen hours of each day Col. 1, p.76 19 hours 3 adv. PP
it Col. 1, p.76 21 it 0
below -40C Col. 1, p.76 21 degrees 3 adv. N
Aliy Col. 1, p.76 22 Aliy 0
the first woman Col. 1, p.76 22 woman 1 adj.
youngest person Col. 1, p.76 22 person 1 adj.
the race Col. 1, p.76 23 race 0
eleven days Col. 1, p.76 24 days 0
She Col. 1, p.76 25 she 0
me Col. 1, p.76 25 me 0
her dogs Col. 1, p.76 26 dogs 0 det.
I Col. 1, p.76 26 it 0
her life Col. 1, p.76 26 life 0 det.
them Col. 1, p.76 27 them 0
her three-story wooden house, where she lives alone, is specia            Col. 1, p.76 27 house 3 adj. adj. rel.
she Col. 2, p. 76 3 she 0
them Col. 2, p. 76 3 them 0
every room Col. 2, p. 76 4 room 0
it Col. 2, p. 76 4 it 0
I Col. 2, p. 76 6 I 0
it Col. 2, p. 76 6 it 0
Skunk's Place, after my oldest dog Col. 2, p. 76 6 place 2 PP
He Col. 2, p. 76 7 he 0
me Col. 2, p. 76 7 me 0
I Col. 2, p. 76 7 I 0
he Col. 2, p. 76 8 he 0
my heart and soul Col. 2, p. 76 8 heart and soul 0
Skunk Col. 2, p. 76 9 Skunk 0



that Col. 2, p. 76 9 that 0
my home Col. 2, p. 76 9 home 0
his celebrity status Col. 2, p. 76 10 status 1 adj.
Skunk Col. 2, p. 76 11 Skunk 0
outside with all the other huskies in large boxlike kennels, lined   Col. 2, p. 76 11 outside 2 PP
Aliy Col. 2, p. 76 14 Aliy 0
me Col. 2, p. 76 14 me 0
she Col. 2, p. 76 14 she 0
any favourites Col. 2, p. 76 15 favourites 0
They Col. 2, p. 76 15 They 0
all my buddies Col. 2, p. 76 15 buddies 0
I Col. 2, p. 76 16 I 0
anyone Col. 2, p. 76 16 anyone 0
she Col. 2, p. 76 17 she 0
me Col. 2, p. 76 17 me 0
Pedro Col. 2, p. 76 18 Pedro 0
I Col. 2, p. 76 18 I 0
mutual adoration between two living things Col. 2, p. 76 19 adoration 3 adj. PP
Dogs Col. 2, p. 76 20 dogs 0
people Col. 2, p. 76 21 people 0
Aliy Col. 2, p. 76 21 Aliy 0
They Col. 2, p. 76 21 They 0
Pedro Col. 2, p. 76 23 Pedro 0
me Col. 2, p. 76 23 me 0
Pedro Col. 2, p. 76 24 Pedro 0
the lead dog, harnessed at the front of the team, and is respon            Col. 2, p. 76 24 dog 3 adj. rel.
I Col. 1, p. 77 2 I 0
the Quest Col. 1, p. 77 2 Quest 0
three times Col. 1, p. 77 2 times 0
Pedro Col. 1, p. 77 3 Pedro 0
I Col. 1, p. 77 3 I 0
he Col. 1, p. 77 3 he 0
the route Col. 1, p. 77 3 route 0



I Col. 1, p. 77 4 I 0
one race Col. 1, p. 77 4 race 0
Aliy Col. 1, p. 77 5 Aliy 0
the helm Col. 1, p. 77 5 helm 0
Pedro Col. 1, p. 77 6 Pedro 0
the team Col. 1, p. 77 6 team 0
track Col. 1, p. 77 7 track 0
Aliy's bond with her dogs Col. 1, p. 77 8 bond 2 PP
the key to her success Col. 1, p. 77 key 2 PP
Some mushers Col. 1, p. 77 9 mushers 0
business-like relations with their dogs Col. 1, p. 77 10 relations 3 adj. PP
I Col. 1, p. 77 11 I 0
them Col. 1, p. 77 11 them 0
my buddies Col. 1, p. 77 12 buddies 0
I Col. 1, p. 77 12 I 0
something for a friend Col. 1, p. 77 13 something 2 PP
a business acquaintance Col. 1, p. 77 14 acquaintance 1 N
the Alaskan wilderness Col. 1, p. 77 15 wilderness 1 N
the realtionship between the mushers and their dog teams is b    Col. 1, p. 77 15 relationship 2 PP
There Col. 1, p. 77 19 there 0
reins Col. 1, p. 77 19 reins 0
all control Col. 1, p. 77 20 control 0
simple voice commands Col. 1, p. 77 20 commands 1 adj. N
Aliy Col. 1, p. 77 21 Aliy 0
me Col. 1, p. 77 21 me 0
she Col. 1, p. 77 21 she 0
horses Col. 1, p. 77 22 horses 0
the reins Col. 1, p. 77 22 reins 0
too much control Col. 1, p. 77 22 control 1 adv. adj.
Total dependence on the dogs Col. 1, p. 77 23 dependence 3 adj. PP
mushing Col. 1, p. 77 24 mushing 0
Aliy Col. 1, p. 77 25 Aliy 0
a woman who thrives on challanges Col. 1, p. 77 25 woman 2 rel.



She Col. 1, p. 77 27 she 0
Alaska Col. 1, p. 77 27 Alaska 0
Pennsylvania Col. 1, p. 77 28 Pennsylvania 0
the early 1990s Col. 1, p. 77 28 1990s 1 adj.
a biologist for the US Fisheries and Wildlife Service Col. 1, p. 77 29 biologist 2 PP
a remote village 50 miles north of the Arctic Circle Col. 1, p. 77 31 village 3 adj. Adv.
work Col. 1, p. 77 32 work 0
I Col. 1, p. 77 32 I 0
a noisy, uncomfortable snow machine Col. 1, p. 77 32 machine 1 adj. N
I Col. 1, p. 77 35 I 0
a better way to travel Col. 1, p. 77 35 way 3 adj. PP
I Col. 1, p. 77 36 I 0
a rag-tag team of six dogs, one of which was Skunk Col. 1, p. 77 36 team 3 N rel.
I Col. 1, p. 77 37 I 0
a sled and harness Col. 1, p. 77 37 sled and harness 0
myself Col. 1, p. 77 39 myself 0
Four years Col. 2, p.77 1 years 0
she Col. 2, p.77 1 she 0
Two Rivers, a musher's Mecca, where most people seem to hav              Col. 2, p.77 2 Two Rivers 2 NP rel.
that Col. 2, p.77 7 that 0
the women Col. 2, p.77 7 women 0
Aliy Col. 2, p.77 8 Aliy 0
she Col. 2, p.77 8 she 0
Two Rivers Col. 2, p.77 9 Two Rivers 0
she Col. 2, p.77 9 she 0
her huskies Col. 2, p.77 10 huskies 0 det.
the Two Rivers community Col. 2, p.77 11 community 1 N
Aliy's victory Col. 2, p.77 12 victory 0
a stir Col. 2, p.77 12 stir 0
I Col. 2, p.77 13 I 0
a lot of old guys who always race Col. 2, p.77 14 guys 3 adj. rel.
the same names Col. 2, p.77 16 names 1 adj.
I Col. 2, p.77 17 I 0



this circle Col. 2, p.77 17 circle 0
She Col. 2, p.77 17 She 0
the race Col. 2, p.77 18 race 0
three times Col. 2, p.77 18 times 0



NP  - A Match Made in Cyberspace Reference Line Head Compl. Pre-mod 1 Pre-mod 2 Post-mod 1 Post-mod 2
June, a 24-year old geology student Intro, p. 183 1 June 2 app.
She Intro, p. 183 1 she 0
Elias Taylor, 29 - a pharmacist Intro, p. 183 2 Elias Taylor 2 NP
each other Intro, p. 183 2 other 0
three months Intro, p. 183 3 months 0
Elias Intro, p. 183 3 Elias 0
June Intro, p. 183 3 June 0
New York Intro, p. 183 3 New York 0
the weekend Intro, p. 183 3 weekend 0
I Col. 1, p.183 1 I 0
lovesearch.com Col. 1, p.183 2 lovesearch.com 0
June Col. 1, p.183 2 June 0
I Col. 1, p.183 2 I 0
it Col. 1, p.183 3 it 0
I Col. 1, p.183 3 I 0
it Col. 1, p.183 4 it 0
June Col. 1, p.183 4 June 0
her hands Col. 1, p.183 5 hands 0 det.
she Col. 1, p.183 5 she 0
less than one hour Col. 1, p.183 6 hour 1 adj.
she Col. 1, p.183 7 she 0
Elias, the man she has finally agreed - over the net - to se Col. 1, p.183 7 Elias 2 NP PP
We Col. 1, p.183 9 We 0
a New York hotel Col. 1, p.183 10 hotel 1 N
coffee Col. 1, p.183 11 coffee 0
This Col. 1, p.183 11 this 0
the first blind date Col. 1, p.183 12 date 1 adj.
I Col. 1, p.183 12 I 0
June Col. 1, p.183 13 June 0
a pause Col. 1, p.183 14 pause 0
I Col. 1, p.183 14 I 0
many dates Col. 1, p.183 15 dates 0



the first place Col. 1, p.183 16 place 0
Her voice Col. 1, p.183 16 voice 0 det.
the floor Col. 1, p.183 17 floor 0
she Col. 1, p.183 18 she 0
the match-making website Col. 1, p.183 20 website 1 adj.
June Col. 1, p.183 22 June 0
the questionnaire Col. 1, p.183 22 questionnaire 0
her interests Col. 1, p.183 24 interests 0 det.
over 100 categories Col. 1, p.183 25 categories 0
I Col. 2, p.183 1 I 0
my real name Col. 2, p.183 1 name 1 adj.
I Col. 2, p.183 1 I 0
I Col. 2, p.183 2 I 0
Isolde, my favorite character in romantic fiction Col. 2, p.183 2 Isolde 2 app. PP
she Col. 2, p.183 3 she 0
days Col. 2, p.183 4 days 0
June Col. 2, p.183 4 June 0
a list of people in her desired age range, 25 to 30, who'd     Col. 2, p.183 4 list 2 PP rel.
I Col. 2, p.183 7 I 0
her Col. 2, p.183 7 her 0
she Col. 2, p.183 7 she 0
Elias Col. 2, p.183 7 Elias 0
I Col. 2, p.183 8 I 0
25 men Col. 2, p.183 8 men 0
a doubt in my mind about Elias being 'my man' Col. 2, p.183 9 doubt 2 PP
He Col. 2, p.183 10 her 0
a good job - pharmacist Col. 2, p.183 10 job 3 adj. NP
He Col. 2, p.183 11 he 0
I Col. 2, p.183 12 I 0
I Col. 2, p.183 12 I 0
his values Col. 2, p.183 12 values 0 det.
his interests Col. 2, p.183 13 interests 0 det.
I Col. 2, p.183 13 I 0



I Col. 2, p.183 14 I 0
him Col. 2, p.183 14 him 0
him Col. 2, p.183 15 him 0
June Col. 2, p.183 15 June 0
her coffee Col. 2, p.183 16 coffee 0 det.
their first e-mails Col. 2, p.183 17 e-mails 0
Elias Col. 2, p.183 17 Elias 0
June Col. 2, p.183 18 June 0
a romantic holiday in Thailand Col. 2, p.183 18 holiday 3 adj. PP
She Col. 2, p.183 20 She 0
I Col. 2, p.183 20 I 0
someone Col. 2, p.183 21 someone 0
I Col. 2, p.183 21 I 0
an unfamiliar country Col. 2, p.183 22 country 1 adj.
she Col. 2, p.183 22 she 0
I Col. 2, p.183 24 I 0
my watch Col. 2, p.183 24 watch 0
it Col. 2, p.183 24 it 0
June Col. 2, p.183 25 June 0
her hotel room Col. 2, p.183 25 room 1 det. N
her preparations for her longed-for blind date Col. 3, p.183 1 preparations 2 det. PP
I Col. 3, p.183 3 I 0
her hand Col. 3, p.183 3 hand 0 det.
her Col. 3, p.183 4 her 0
the eyes Col. 3, p.183 5 eyes 0
you Col. 3, p.183 5 you 0
I Col. 3, p.183 6 I 0
I Col. 3, p.183 7 I 0
idea Col. 3, p.183 7 idea 0
she Col. 3, p.183 7 she 0
I Col. 3, p.183 8 I 0
a hundred things Col. 3, p.183 8 things 0
One Col. 3, p.183 9 one 0



this Col. 3, p.183 9 this 0
I Col. 3, p.183 10 I 0
short life Col. 3, p.183 11 life 1 adj.
I Col. 3, p.183 12 I 0
a chance like this Col. 3, p.183 13 chance 2 PP
her obvious nervousness Col. 3, p.183 14 nervousness 1 det. adj.
June Col. 3, p.183 15 June 0
people Col. 3, p.183 17 people 0
the time Col. 3, p.183 17 time 0
I Col. 3, p.183 18 I 0
I Col. 3, p.183 19 I 0
the day Col. 3, p.183 19 day 0
June and Elias Col. 3, p.183 20 June and Elias 0
a coffe shop on Broadway Col. 3, p.183 21 shop 3 N PP
all the people jostling in the streets of this huge city Col. 3, p.183 22 people 2 dep.
June Col. 3, p.183 24 June 0
Elias on the sidewalk Col. 3, p.183 25 Elias 2 PP
an enourmous bunch of flowers Col. 3, p.183 25 bunch 3 adj. PP
we Col. 1, p.184 2 we 0
he Col. 1, p.184 3 he 0
the flowers Col. 1, p.184 3 flowers 0
She Col. 1, p.184 3 she 0
they Col. 1, p.184 4 they 0
she Col. 1, p.184 5 she 0
them Col. 1, p.184 5 them 0
her arms Col. 1, p.184 5 arms 0 det.
he Col. 1, p.184 6 he 0
her Col. 1, p.184 6 her 0
her Col. 1, p.184 6 her 0
the cheek Col. 1, p.184 6 cheek 0
The two of them Col. 1, p.184 7 two 2 PP
them Col. 1, p.184 9 them 0
a word Col. 1, p.184 9 word 0



hearing distance Col. 1, p.184 11 distance 1 N
I Col. 1, p.184 11 I 0
June Col. 1, p.184 11 June 0
Elias' dark voice Col. 1, p.184 12 coice 1 adj.
they Col. 1, p.184 13 they 0
my god Col. 1, p.184 15 god 0
June Col. 1, p.184 15 June 0
her mouth Col. 1, p.184 16 mouth 0 det.
her free hand Col. 1, p.184 17 hand 1 det. adj.
I Col. 1, p.184 17 I 0
I Col. 1, p.184 18 I 0
this Col. 1, p.184 19 this 0
Her voice Col. 1, p.184 19 voice 0 det.
she Col. 1, p.184 20 she 0
a low voice Col. 1, p.184 21 voice 1 adj.
You Col. 1, p.184 21 you 0
I Col. 1, p.184 23 I 0
I Col. 1, p.184 23 I 0
Elias' answer Col. 2, p.184 1 answer 0
this Col. 2, p.184 1 this 0
they Col. 2, p.184 1 they 0
old friends Col. 2, p.184 2 friends 1 adj.
the coffee shop Col. 2, p.184 3 shop 1 N
a table Elias has already reserved Col. 2, p.184 3 table 2 rel.
I Col. 2, p.184 5 I 0
I Col. 2, p.184 5 I 0
Their wild gestures with their heads thrown back Col. 2, p.184 5 gestures 3 adj. PP
I Col. 2, p.184 7 I 0
a fortune Col. 2, p.184 7 fortune 0
a fly on the wall Col. 2, p.184 7 fly 2 PP
A while Col. 2, p.184 9 while 0
we Col. 2, p.184 9 we 0
a walk in Central Park Col. 2, p.184 10 walk 2 PP



Elias and June Col. 2, p.184 10 Elias and June 0
hands Col. 2, p.184 11 hands 0
holiday plans in Thailand Col. 2, p.184 12 plans 3 N PP
the following month Col. 2, p.184 13 month 0
Tonight Col. 2, p.184 14 tonight 0
they Col. 2, p.184 14 they 0
Mamma Mia, the musical with ABBA songs Col. 2, p.184 14 Mamma Mia 2 NP
They Col. 2, p.184 16 they 0
love-struck energy Col. 2, p.184 16 energy 1 adj.
I Col. 2, p.184 17 I 0
my own hotel Col. 2, p.184 18 hotel 0
I Col. 2, p.184 19 I 0
the next morning Col. 2, p.184 19 morning 0
I Col. 2, p.184 20 I 0
I Col. 2, p.184 20 I 0
June and Elias Col. 2, p.184 21 June and Elias 0
I Col. 2, p.184 21 I 0
my dreams Col. 2, p.184 22 dreams 0



NP - A Career in Computer Games Reference Line Head Compl. Pre-mod 1 Pre-mod 2 Post-mod 1 Post-mod 2
Kevin Intro, p.164 1 Kevin 0
a computer game addict Intro, p.164 1 addict 1 N N
His whole life Intro, p.164 1 life 1 adj.
the games Intro, p.164 1 games 0
he Intro, p.164 2 he 0
a job as a game developer Intro, p.164 2 job 2 PP
he Intro, p.164 2 he 0
the opportunity Intro, p.164 2 opportunity 0
he Intro, p.164 3 he 0
It p. 164 1 it 0
a card like all the others, in the window of his local newsagent p. 164 1 card 2 PP PP
the start p. 164 2 start 0
Kevin p. 164 2 Kevin 0
the job p. 164 2 job 0
him p. 164 3 him 0
He p. 164 3 he 0
sixteen p. 164 3 sixteen 0
school p. 164 3 school 0
there p. 164 4 there 0
two things about him that were absolutely true p. 164 4 things 2 PP rel.
He p. 164 4 he 0
no experience p. 164 5 experience 0
no qualifications p. 164 5 qualifications 0
Kevin p. 164 6 Kevin 0
games p. 164 6 games 0
His pocket computer p. 164 6 computer 1 det. N
school p. 164 6 school 0
him p. 164 7 him 0
every day of the last year p. 164 7 day 2 PP
it p. 164 7 it 0
school rules p. 164 8 rules 1 N
it p. 164 8 it 0



a weary teacher p. 164 8 teacher 1 adj.
the middle of a geography lesson p. 164 9 middle 2 PP
he p. 164 9 he 0
the last gold star in Moon Quest p. 164 10 star 3 adj. adj. PP
he p. 164 10 he 0
out p. 164 10 out 0
another one p. 165 1 one 0
this time p. 165 1 time 0
a colour screen p. 165 1 screen 1 adj.
the rest of the term p. 165 2 rest 2 PP
that p. 165 2 that 0
Every day p. 165 3 day 0
he p. 165 3 he 0
home p. 165 3 home 0
he p. 165 3 he 0
his bag p. 165 3 bag 0 det.
the corner p. 165 3 corner 0
his homework p. 165 4 homework 0 det.
his dad's laptop p. 165 4 laptop 0 det.
a game of Brain Dead or Blade of Evil p. 165 5 game 2 PP
his own p. 165 5 own 0 det.
a quick session of Road Kill 2 p. 165 5 session 3 adj. PP
Kevin's bedroom p. 165 6 bedroom 0
computing magazines p. 165 7 magazines 1 N
posters p. 165 7 posters 0
It p. 165 7 it 0
he p. 165 8 he 0
most of his best friends p. 165 8 most 2 PP
He p. 165 8 he 0
messages p. 165 9 messages 0
them p. 165 9 them 0
the internet p. 165 9 internet 0
hints for games p. 165 9 hints 2 dep.



the secret codes p. 165 10 codes 1 adj.
short cuts p. 165 10 cuts 1 adj.
that p. 165 11 that 0
the end of it p. 165 11 end 2 PP
Saturdays p. 165 11 Saturdays 0
Kevin p. 165 11 Kevin 0
the bus into London p. 165 12 bus 2 PP
himself p. 165 12 himself 0
the arcades p. 165 12 arcades 0
There p. 165 12 there 0
one, right in the heart of Piccadilly, that was three floors high        p. 165 13 one 2 PP rel.
Kevin p. 165 14 Kevin 0
the escalator p. 165 15 escalator 0
his pockets bulging with one-pound coins p. 165 15 pockets 2 det. dep.
him p. 165 16 him 0
there p. 165 16 there 0
no sound in the world sweeter than a brand new coin rolling i   p. 165 16 sound 2 PP
the end of the day p. 165 17 end 2 PP
he p. 165 17 he 0
empty pockets p. 165 18 pockets 1 adj.
an empty head p. 165 18 head 1 adj.
a dazed smile on his face p. 165 18 smile 3 adj. PP
The result of all this p. 165 20 result 2 PP
Kevin p. 165 20 Kevin 0
anything p. 165 21 anything 0
He p. 165 21 he 0
his exams - the ones that he's even bothered to show up for p. 165 21 exams 2 det. rel.
that p. 165 22 that 0
University p. 165 22 University 0
the question p. 165 23 question 0
he p. 165 23 he 0
it p. 165 23 it 0
he p. 165 24 he 0



job opportunities for people as ignorant as him p. 165 24 opportunities 3 N PP
that p. 165 26 that 0
three days p. 165 26 days 0
he p. 165 26 he 0
himself p. 165 26 himself 0
an office in Rupert Street, in the middle of Soho p. 165 27 office 2 PP PP
He p. 165 27 he 0
a Miss Toe p. 165 28 Miss Toe 0
he p. 165 29 he 0
The adress that she had given him p. 165 29 adress 2 rel.
a narrow, red-bricked building squeezed in between a cake sh    p. 165 30 building 3 adj. adj. dep.
It p. 165 31 it 0
he p. 165 31 he 0
it p. 165 32 it 0
he p. 165 32 he 0
it p. 165 33 it 0
It p. 165 33 it 0
dusty windows p. 165 33 windows 1 adj.
the sort of front door you'd expect to find on a dungeon p. 165 33 sort 2 PP
There p. 166 1 there 0
a small brass plaque p. 166 1 plaque 1 adj. adj.
this time p. 166 1 time 0
Kevin p. 166 2 Kevin 0
it p. 166 2 it 0
It p. 166 3 it 0
a good start p. 166 3 start 1 adj.
all the magazines he'd read p. 166 3 magazines 2 rel.
Kevin p. 166 3 Kevin 0
Galactic Games p. 166 4 Galactic Games 0
he p. 166 4 he 0
it p. 166 5 it 0
computer games company p. 166 5 company 1 N N
the window of a newsagent in Camden Town p. 166 6 window 2 PP PP



computer company p. 166 7 company 1 N
a crummy office like this p. 166 7 office 3 adj. PP
He p. 166 8 he 0
He p. 166 8 he 0
he p. 166 9 he 0
his mind p. 166 9 mind 0 det.
he p. 166 9 he 0
he p. 166 10 he 0
he p. 166 11 he 0
he p. 166 11 he 0
The voice at the other end of the intercom p. 166 12 voice 2 PP PP
My name p. 166 14 name 0
Kevin Graham p. 166 14 Kevin Graham 0
he p. 166 14 he 0
It p. 166 14 it 0
the job p. 166 14 job 0
The first floor p. 166 15 floor 0
The door p. 166 16 door 0
he p. 166 16 he 0
it p. 166 16 it 0
this way p. 166 17 way 0
Kevin p. 166 18 Kevin 0
himself p. 166 18 himself 0
a small office with a single desk bare for a single phone and w      p. 166 18 office 3 adj. PP
the room p. 166 20 room 0
The walls, recently painted white p. 166 20 walls 2 dep.
one picture p. 166 21 picture 0
them p. 166 21 them 0
a calendar p. 166 21 calendar 0
Mr Go p. 166 22 Mr Go 0
she p. 166 22 she 0
Mr Go p. 166 23 Mr Go 0
Kevin p. 166 23 Kevin 0



The door p. 166 23 door 0
He p. 166 23 he 0
a row of teeth more silver than white p. 166 24 row 2 PP
He p. 166 25 he 0
the chair p. 166 25 chair 0
Kevin p. 166 25 Kevin 0
it p. 166 25 it 0
the minute p. 166 26 minute 0
something odd p. 166 26 odd 0
Something p. 166 27 something 0
Mr Go p. 166 27 Mr Go 0
his desk p. 166 27 desk 0 det.
a square of paper: some sort of form p. 166 28 square 2 PP
Kevin's reading p. 166 28 reading 0
the paper p. 166 29 paper 0
he p. 166 30 he 0
the form p. 166 30 form 0
English p. 166 30 English 0
The words p. 166 30 words 0
pictures p. 166 31 pictures 0
letters p. 166 31 letters 0
the page p. 166 32 page 0
It p. 166 32 it 0
Japanese p. 166 32 Japanese 0
he p. 166 32 he 0
name p. 166 33 name 0
Mr Go p. 166 33 Mr Go 0
him p. 166 33 him 0
Kevin Graham p. 166 34 Kevin Graham 0



NP - Lollipops and Guns Reference Line Head Compl. Pre-mod 1 Pre-mod 2 Post-mod 1 Post-mod 2
A teenage terrorist Intro, p. 86 1 terrorist 1 adj.
himself Intro, p. 86 1 himself 0
There Intro, p. 86 1 there 0
a bus full of innocent children Intro, p. 86 1 bus 2 adj.
a teenage girl Intro, p. 86 2 girl 1 adj.
the plans Intro, p. 86 2 plans 1 det.
an early morning in Massachusetts Intro, p. 86 2 morning 3 adj. PP
a powerful drama Intro, p. 86 3 drama 1 adj.
Miro's assignment p.86 1 assignment 0
the driver p.86 1 driver 0
the bus p.86 2 bus 0
the bridge p.86 2 bridge 0
Everyone p.86 2 everyone 0
any delay p.86 3 delay 0
the takeover of the bus p.86 3 takeover 2 PP
that sudden death p.86 4 death 1 adj.
Miro p.86 5 Miro 0
the revolver p.86 5 revolver 0
Artkin p.86 5 Artkin 0
it p.86 5 it 2
his hand p.86 5 hand 0 det.
he p.86 6 he 0
the small automatic weapon p.86 6 weapon 1 adj. adj.
target p.86 7 target 0
a cardboard target p.86 7 target 1 N
the target p.86 8 target 0
a human being p.86 8 being 1 N
Miro p.86 8 Miro 0
he p.86 9 he 0
the barrel of the gun p.86 9 barrel 2 PP
The smell of the weapon, that peculiar slippery smell of oil,   p.86 10 smell 2 PP app.
He p.86 11 he 0



You p.86 13 you 0
Artkin p.86 13 Artkin 0
Artkin p.86 14 Artkin 0
the smile p.86 14 smile 0
Miro p.86 16 Miro 0
his anger p.86 16 anger 0
He p.86 16 he 0
his lips p.86 16 lips 0
his cheeks p.86 17 cheeks 0
He p.86 17 he 0
Artkin p.86 17 Artkin 0
someone p.86 18 someone 0
a bus driver p.86 18 driver 1 N
a nothing p.86 18 nothing 0
him p.86 19 himself 0
Artkin p.86 19 Artkin 0
him p.86 19 him 0
him p.86 19 him 0
edge p.86 20 edge 0
death p.86 21 death 0
him p.86 21 him 0
the contemplation of the act p.86 21 contemplation 2 PP
He p.86 22 he 0
four, almost five years p.86 22 years 1 adv.
he p.86 23 he 0
his existence p.86 23 existence 0 det.
his life p.86 23 life 0 det.
it p.86 24 it 0
him p.86 24 him 0
His brother, Aniel p.86 24 brother 2 det. N
his mark p.86 25 mark 0 det.
his promise p.86 25 promise 0 det.
Miro p.86 26 Miro 0



the delivery of death p.86 26 delivery 2 PP
he p.86 27 he 0
a proffesional job p.86 27 job 1 adj.
us p.86 28 us 0
the plan p.86 28 plan 0
Artkin p.86 28 Artkin 0
the sneer always close to his lips p.86 29 sneer 2 adv.
the bus p.87 1 bus 0
the bridge p.87 1 bridge 0
the driver p.87 1 driver 0
the first message p.87 2 message 0
Miro p.87 2 Miro 0
the driver p.87 3 driver 0
this minute p.87 3 minute 0
he p.87 3 he 0
any premonition of his death p.87 3 premonition 2 PP
he p.87 4 he 0
tomorrow at this time p.87 4 tomorrow 2 PP
he p.87 5 he 0
Silence p.87 6 silence 0
the small room p.87 6 room 1 adj.
Artkin p.87 6 Artkin 0
his recitation p.87 6 recitation 0 det.
Miro p.87 7 Miro 0
the sleepy street p.87 7 street 1 adj.
Main street, Hallowell, Massachusetts p.87 7 Main street 0
United States of America p.87 8 ted States of Ame 0
this p.87 10 this 0
Miro p.87 10 Miro 0
a clutch of lonesomeness that was so intense his stomach lu p.87 10 clutch 2 PP rel.
he p.87 11 he 0
the window p.87 11 window 0
He p.87 12 he 0



this small cramped room that smelled of urine and grease a   p.87 12 room 3 adj. rel.
a television set p.87 13 set 1 N
this p.87 14 this 0
sudden moments p.87 14 moments 1 adj.
homesickness p.87 14 homesickness 0
We p.87 16 we 0
Artkin p.87 16 Artkin 0
a rare moment of tenderness p.87 16 moment 3 adj. PP
our land p.87 17 land 0
others p.87 18 others 0
The next morning p.87 19 morning 0
they p.87 19 they 0
the brown and beige van at the intersection of Water Street   p.87 19 van 3 adj. adj. PP
The bus p.87 20 bus 0
this p.87 21 this 0
Artkin p.87 21 Artkin 0
Miro p.87 21 Miro 0
the others p.87 21 others 0
Artkin p.87 22 Artkin 0
the situation p.87 22 situation 0
weeks p.87 22 weeks 0
He p.87 22 he 0
the bus schedule p.87 22 schedule 1 N
the bus p.87 23 bus 0
the home of the child p.87 24 home 2 PP
central gathering point for the children p.87 24 point 3 adj. N PP
they p.87 25 they 0
their homes p.87 25 homes 0
Some p.87 26 some 0
the bus p.87 26 bus 0
others p.87 26 others 0
They p.87 26 they 0
all under six p.87 27 all 2 num.



babies p.87 27 babies 2
The bus p.87 27 bus 0
a day camp near a Placid pond in Hallowell, where they froli          p.87 27 camp 3 N PP rel.
the afternoon p.87 29 afternoon 0
There p.87 29 there 0
sixteen children p.87 30 children 0
Artkin p.87 30 Artkin 0
he p.87 30 he 0
kill p.87 30 kill 0
two of them p.87 31 them 0
Miro p.88 1 Miro 0
his watch p.88 1 watch 0 det.
almost nine p.88 1 nine 1 adj.
They p.88 1 they 0
the orange bus p.88 2 bus 1 adj.
a blond, plump child p.88 2 child 1 adj. adj.
the house p.88 3 house 0
the bus p.88 3 bus 0
The last child p.88 3 child 0
Miro p.88 3 Miro 0
He p.88 4 he 0
He p.88 4 he 0
he p.88 4 he 0
this moment p.88 5 moment 0
the long rehearsal that had been his entire life p.88 5 rehearsal 3 adj. rel.
Artkin p.88 7 Artkin 0
They p.88 7 they 0
children p.88 7 children 0
it p.88 8 it 0
Miro p.88 9 Miro 0
the warmth of the weapon p.88 9 warmth 2 PP
his chest p.88 9 chest 0 det.
the jacket p.88 10 jacket 0



The morning p.88 10 morning 0
late August p.88 10 August 1 adj.
Miro p.88 10 Miro 0
the seasons p.88 11 seasons 0
too many of them p.88 11 many 1 adv.
one brief year p.88 11 year 1 adj.
his homeland p.88 12 homeland 0 det.
the rear window p.88 12 window 1 adj.
a young girl walking on the pavement, her arms swinging at             p.88 13 girl 3 adj. dep. dep.
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