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ABSTRACT 

 

The aim of this bachelor essay was to study the phenomenon of forced marriage among 

women who are living in Sweden with another ethnic and cultural background than Swedes. 

To investigate different kinds of marriage settings, the honor culture, honor violence and 

murder in connection to forced marriage. The following question has been formulated: What 

are the respondent’s experiences and/or interpretation of the phenomenon of forced marriage? 

Five interviews have been conducted with women who have different interpretations, 

experiences or knowledge within the phenomenon of forced marriage, such as own 

experiences, experiences from family members and knowledge from professionals. Radical 

feministic theory was used for the interpretation of the result. The result shows that the 

women in the study shared many opinions regarding the consequences, interpretations and 

experiences connected to the phenomenon such as limited freedom and lack of education and 

employment opportunities.  
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Forced marriage 

A white veil of lace covering her dark hair 

Her black eyelashes blinking away the tears that persistently fall down on her cheeks 

The taste of salt reaches her red lips 

She looks up at the audience 

Which are waiting with music and greeting 

Her heart has been sold (Princess, 2007).  
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION  
 In 2002 a girl were murdered by her father in Sweden, her name was Fadime Sahaindal, the 

murder became a national awakening. The background to the murder was that her family 

members experienced that Fadime did not follow the family traditions concerning morality, 

social relationship and lifestyle (Wikan, 2003). This case caught a lot of attention trough 

media and the Swedish population became even more aware of the phenomenon honor related 

violence and murder. Women in some cultures are living under constant threat of violence and 

murder if they do not obey the demands of the family.  Forced marriage is an example of a 

demand, which is common in some of the cultures from the Middle East and can get serious 

consequences for the women if they do not follow the family traditions. In the following 

essay, we will study the phenomenon of forced marriage in a more detailed description.  

1.1 Marriage in different cultural context 
In many societies, marriage has an important function where many times it is to strengthen 

family relationships and preserve group solidarity among families and communities. Also 

from an economical aspect marriage can come to play an important role, dowry or other kinds 

of economical security are of great importance for the marriage and the family (Bhopal, 2011, 

p. 434). Arranged marriage means that the two parties may not choose their partner for 

marriage themselves. A third party may select the spouses, often another family member. 

However, the intended spouses can choose if they want to give their free and fully consent to 

the marriage. In that way the marriage is more of a collective affair rather than the individuals 

(Meyersfeld, 2011, p. 646). Arranged marriage is a common construction when enter into a 

marriage in many parts of the world today, for example in Africa, Asia and the Middle East 

(Batabyal, 2001, p. 273). Around half of the world’s population gets married off into an 

arranged marriage (Penn, 2011, p. 637). 

 

Gangoli et al (2009) discusses forced marriage in the article 

“Protecting Victims of Forced Marriage: Is Age a Protective Factor?” Forced marriage is 

defined as when both or one of the parties is being coerced into getting married against their 

will and under duress. Emotional and/or physical pressure is included when discussing duress. 

This differs very much from arranged marriage where the spouses always have a choice and 

the right to refuse the marriage (Gangoli et al, 2009(a), p. 269). Being forced into getting 

married can happen to both women and men and are evident in different communities such as 

certain African, Chinese, British native aristocratic families, Indian, Bangladeshi, Eastern 
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European, Sri Lankan, Pakistani, travelers and gypsies, Iranian, Moroccan and Turkish 

communities (Gangoli et al, 2009(b),  p.418). However, this does of course not mean that all 

families and cultures from these areas exercise forced marriage and put honor values on their 

daughters and family members that lead to oppression and violence (Länsstyrelsen, 2008). 

Sweden is today seen as one of the most equal countries in the world when it comes to gender 

equality and democracy, earlier the oppression against women were much more substantial 

and more common. Back in time, Sweden exercised forced and arranged marriage (Pyrell, 

2011, pp. 20-22).  

 

From earlier research and articles gathered for this essay we explain forced marriage as an 

phenomenon that arise when the women are for example tricked to go back to their home 

countries, get married off, kept captured against their will or risk to be excluded or band from 

their families if they do not marry the chosen partner (Länsstryrelsen, 2007). The explanation 

of forced marriage above is what we have decided to focus on within this essay. Forced 

marriage may occur when the family members experiences that the women are influenced by 

the Swedish society and get more independent (ibid). This phenomenon started a discussion in 

the political debates in Sweden and the rest of the western world in the 1990s. The United 

Nations brought the problems up both on a national and international level. Since then an 

intense public debate has taken place in the Swedish media about immigration, violence and 

honor culture (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 12).   

 

Forced marriage has become a Swedish issue where women who and living and is brought up 

in Sweden become victims of forced marriage. The motives for forcing a person into a 

marriage can differ. Parents frequently force their children into a marriage because they feel a 

need to control the child’s sexual behavior in order to prevent actions that could bring shame 

upon the family. Other reasons for forced marriage are to strengthen community, caste, family 

ties in order to maintain and preserve the material wealth of the family (The centre of social 

Cohesion, 2010, p. 12). Forced marriages are in many cases carried out in order to prevent or 

try to limit children who grew up in the western world from the “western” ideas and try to 

make them live lives that are more traditional (ibid). 

 

Sweden together with other European countries has become multicultural countries because of 

global processes. Immigration is one important aspect of these processes. Immigration occurs 

for different reasons such as globalization, war and nature disasters. Immigration can 
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contribute to identity crises when immigrant’s culture and traditions is challenged by the 

western way of living. A natural way of coping to the new settings can be to strengthen and 

hold on to the tradition and practices from their home countries (Phillips & Saharso, 2008, pp. 

291-296). 

1.2 Focus of the study 
In this study, we want to highlight the issue of forced marriage as it appears in Sweden. We 

wish to learn more about the phenomenon of forced marriage among women who are living in 

Sweden with another ethnic and cultural background than Swedes. Our focus is to investigate 

the women’s experiences and/or interpretations of the phenomenon of forced marriage. We 

want to study the phenomenon from different angles and perspectives such as women’s own 

experiences, relatives’ experiences and experiences from professionals working with this kind 

of issues. We were interested in further investigating how marriage constructions can develop 

when the culture and norms are challenged by western influences for example education 

opportunities, career, independency, gender equality and freedom to choose your own 

lifestyle.  

1.3 Aim and Research questions 
Aim: To study the phenomenon of forced marriage among women who are living in Sweden 

with another ethnic and cultural background than Swedes.  

 

Research questions: What are the respondent’s experiences and/or interpretations of the 

phenomenon of forced marriage?   

1.4 Connection to social work 

Gender inequality is a global issue that affects women in all cultures and societies. Forced 

marriage is one example of gender inequality which is a violation on the individual’s human 

rights and is a phenomenon that are closely connected to issues such as sexual abuse, physical 

and psychological abuse, honor killing, dowry, trafficking and child marriage. These groups 

of women who are victims of forced marriage are living with constant fear of being abused, 

threatened, and killed. The family structure is often of patriarchal nature (Länsstyrelsen, 2007, 

p. 29). 

 

 

The social work services have the main responsibility to ensure that children and youth grow 

up under good conditions and in a safe environment. The care of young people’s act (LVU) is 
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a law, which makes it possible for the society to provide protection and care for children and 

youth in cases where the custodian is opposing it. If a young person is at risk of being exposed 

to violence, female mutilation or forced marriage, the law of the care of young people’s act is 

applicable (Länsstyrelsen, 2007).  

 

According to the Swedish marriage code, a requirement for two people to get married is the 

individuals’ free will and observance of equality (Äktenskapsbalken1:2, 3, 4). Arranged 

marriage and forced marriage are defined differently in the Swedish legal system. Arranged 

marriage is under certain circumstances legal, which creates a loophole when it comes to 

forced marriage. Arranged marriages are often an affair where the two parties never have met 

each other.  Another requirement for arranged marriage is that at least one spouse has their 

rooted ground in the traditional and cultural pattern (Schlytter, 2004, p. 51).  

 

Forced marriages have become a growing issue in Sweden, also in other European countries 

such as Norway and Denmark. The lack of laws to combat and protect the women is a big 

issue, and the lack of knowledge within professions such as social workers, police and 

authorities makes the issue problematic and difficult to battle (Länsstyrelsen, 2008).  

 

Social workers in Sweden are in their daily work influenced by global issues. Due to 

globalization, new social problems arise that has been uncommon in Sweden earlier, such as 

human trafficking and immigration. Immigration has led to a more multicultural society 

where cultural differences are more evident, forced marriage is an issue that has become more 

apparent in the Swedish society. It is of great importance to be aware of other cultures in 

order to be able to meet the client’s needs in the best way. We believe that it is vital that social 

workers are aware of and have knowledge about different cultures and for example different 

perceptions of gender roles, not only when it comes to forced marriage, but in general. Social 

workers have a broad working field and works with issues such as family feuds, immigrants 

integration or counseling in schools, where the clients has a another ethnic background than 

Swedes. Therefore it is crucial for the social workers to be aware of the cultural differences in 

order to provide a good service for all clients. It is vital for social worker to possess 

knowledge within different cultures, beliefs, to be aware of the honor culture and different 

family constructions, when working with clients who are at risk of or is already in a forced 

marriage.  
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1.5 Swedish legislation and international regulations 

Forcing someone into a marriage is a violation on the individual’s human rights and against 

Swedish law (Äktenskapsbalken1:2, 3, 4). Because it is more common among women and 

therefore it becomes an issue of gender inequality (Enright, 2009, p. 332). The authors find 

the topic important and interesting because of the contrast between internal rules of the family 

and the Swedish law (Meyersfeld, 2011, p.646). 

 

Forced marriage is a violation of an individual’s human rights and it stands in the European 

Convention on Human Rights (ECHR)  

 Article 12 in the ECHR the right to marry:  

 

Men and women of marriageable age have the right to marry and to found a family, according 

to the national laws governing the exercise of this right 

 

In the Universal declaration of human rights (UDHR) article 16:1, 2, 3 it is described that: 

 
(1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, 

have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, 

during marriage and at its dissolution. 

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent of the intending spouses. 

(3) The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection 

by society and the State. 

The contrast between the internal rules of the families who are moving to Sweden with 

different ethnic and cultural background than Swedes, and the Swedish law system regarding 

marriage and the individual’s free will in choosing life partner becomes a conflict. The issue 

of marriage constructions becomes more evident when the model of marriage is challenged by 

western norms.   

 

 

1.6 Explanation of concepts  

In this section, we have chosen definitions of concepts, which will be explained in order to 

easier follow the terms used in this essay. The terms are; forced marriage, arranged marriage 

and honor. 

 



 

9 
 

Forced marriage: A marriage completed without consent from either one or both parties. The 

individual have not chosen the spouse and are pressured into marry the partner chosen by 

family members (Gangoli et al, 2009(a), p. 269). 

 

Arranged marriage: A marriage where both spouses has given their fully consent to the 

marriage. The family members choose the spouses, but the individual have the right to decline 

the suggested partner (Meyersfeld, 2011, p. 646). 

 

Honor: A concept connected to the individual’s status in the society. The purpose of honor is 

to maintain the order in the society. In a group, everyone is responsible to preserve the honor 

of the group. An individual’s action can either improve or desecrate the honor of the family or 

group (Länsstyrelsen, 2007).  

1.7 Essay disposition 

The first chapter involves a research introduction and a section concerning different views of 

marriage constructions. In the second chapter earlier research connected to the topic such as 

honor culture, marriage, forced marriage, arranged marriage will be discussed and explained. 

Then the third chapter of  method is presented which describes the essays context and 

research design, choice of literature, selection of respondents, description of investigation 

process, advantages and disadvantages of the chosen method, tools of analysis, reliability, 

validity and generalization. That chapter is followed by the theory section. The theory of 

choice is the radical feminist theory; the theory is presented and described along with 

different feministic perspectives. The fifth chapter will present the result of the interviews 

together with the analysis. The last chapter involves a discussion regarding the conclusions of 

the study in connections to the aim and research questions. 

CHAPTER 2 PREVIOUS RESEARCH 
In this chapter, we want to highlight aspects that are of importance in order to clarify the 

phenomenon of forced marriage. We have divided the chapter of previous research in 

different themes in order to explain the phenomenon of forced marriage and its diversity. The 

different themes arisen during the research investigation, the themes reoccurred and were 

often explained by diverse researchers as issues in connection to each other. We believe that it 

is important to be aware of the different issues in relation to forced marriage in order to get a 

better understanding of the phenomenon.  The themes involves the differences of forced and 
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arranged marriage, forced marriage as a social problem, the family’s construction within 

forced marriage and the concept of honor culture connected to the phenomenon. Therefore, a 

description of previous research concerning different marriage arrangement, diverse views on 

marriage, various roles within a marriage and family constructions will be presented.  

2.1 Forced- and arranged marriage 
The issue of forced marriage is of importance to discuss, the problem becomes more evident 

within the Swedish context. In Sweden there is a need for consensus of definitions of forced 

marriage and on the political arena in order to prevent and combat forced marriage. The 

opinions and definitions of what a forced marriage is differ among researchers. Scientists and 

researchers argue that it is a need for further research on the areas of forced and arranged 

marriage (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 37).  

According to the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 

Women (CEDAW) General Recommendation No 21: Equality in Marriage and Family 

Relations, article 16 (1b): 

 

A woman’s right to choose a spouse and enter freely into marriage is central to her life and to 

her dignity and equality as a human being.  An examination of States parties’ reports discloses 

that there are countries which, on the basis of custom, religious beliefs or the ethnic origins of 

particular groups of people, permit forced marriages or remarriages.  Other countries allow a 

woman’s marriage to be arranged for payment or preferment and in others women’s poverty 

forces them to marry foreign nationals for financial security.  Subject to reasonable restrictions 

based for example on a woman’s youth or consanguinity with her partner, a woman’s right to 

choose when, if, and whom she will marry must be protected and enforced at law 

 (Article 16,1b). 

 

To arrange a marriage against one's will is in itself not a crime in Sweden. Forced marriages 

in Sweden has been a criminal act up to 1 January 1974 (7 § 2 of the Penal Code). The main 

reason for the repeal of the law was that the crime occurred very rarely (7 § 2 of the Penal 

Code). There is no paragraph in the legal system that punishes a person for forcing someone 

into a marriage, but it is forbidden according to civil law (Brottsbalken chapter 4).  

In Sweden, the minimum age for marriage has been 18 years of age since 1969. However 

there is an opportunity for dispensation in cases involving minors where “Länsstyrelsen” 

should give the minor's guardian an opportunity to be heard and give their approval for the 

marriage (Chapter 15 § 1 Marriage Code). The Swedish legislation is based on that someone 

presses charges and stands for the complaint and few are willing to do so when the case 

involves their guardians (Pyrell, 2011, p.31). 
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During the year 2000, the Swedish authorities put a great emphasis on studying the concept of 

honor (Pihlblad, 2010). Sweden have now begun to work with issues such as child marriage, 

arranged marriage and forced marriages, which have created new questions and concerns 

(Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 37). The issue of forced marriage has been treated 

as a part of the problem of honor related violence, not much focus has been put on forced 

marriage as a separate issue (Pihlblad, 2010). According to the United Nations, forced 

marriage is an act of honor related violence (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 13).  

 

In research and in the political debate today, there are three different definitions on forced and 

arranged marriage. Some researchers have the opinion that arranged and forced marriages 

should be kept apart as two different terms. Other researchers argue that arranged marriage is 

the same as forced marriage. The third approach involves that one agrees with that arranged 

and forced marriage are two separate terms, but that the issue of free will can be problematic 

and that there can be a fine line between arranged and forced marriage (Nationellt centrum för 

kvinnofrid, 2010, pp. 37-40).  

 

Most of the international researches have had its focus on the third approach, where the issue 

of one’s own free will becomes problematic (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, pp. 37-

40). One example of a country that chose to look at the problem through the third approach is 

Great Britain. The issue of forced and arranged marriage is in the article  

“Protecting Victims of Forced Marriage: Is Age a Protective Factor?” discussed and defined 

by the British government as:  

Where one or both parties are coerced into a marriage against their will and under duress. 

Duress includes either physical and/or emotional pressure. It is very different from arranged 

marriage, where both parties give their full and free consent to the marriage. The tradition of 

arranged marriages has operated successfully within many communities and many countries 

for a long time (Gangoli et al, 2009(a), p. 269).  
 

This definition includes both emotional and physical pressure, it makes a distinction between 

forced and arranged marriage. The distinction between arranged and forced marriage is not 

always easy to make. In a number of cases, the two categories can be difficult to differ, for 

instance, when a partner acknowledges later on that he/she were forced into getting married, 

but not realized it at the time of the marriage. The definition “forced marriage” is gender 

neutral (Gangoli et al, 2009(a), p. 269).  Both women and men can be forced into a marriage, 

but research shows that more women than men experience it and a forced marriage has more 

severe consequences for women, then for men (ibid).  
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In this study, we have chosen to look at forced marriage from the third approach presented 

above. There it is argued that forced marriage and arranged marriage are two separate things, 

but that the issue of free will can get problematic. The authors have for this study chosen to 

define forced marriage as when both or one of the partners is getting married against their 

will. 

 

2.2 Forced marriage as a social problem 
Feminist researchers and activists debate the issue of forced marriage as a crime against 

human rights and further they argue that the issue is a part of domestic violence (Nationellt 

centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 37). In the article “Forced and servile marriage: a proposal 

for law reform in the Commonwealth” (Meyersfeld, 2011) It is claimed that forced marriage 

is identified as a form of slavery. It represents a violation on human rights and it is prohibited 

in international law. It can be as harmful and cruel as modern forms of human trafficking and 

traditional forms of slavery. The majority of victims of forced marriage today are women. 

Forced marriage is definitely a social problem which occur all over the world (Meyersfeld, 

2011, pp.645-646). 

The Swedish political debates and the research conducted within the subject have had its 

focus on honor related violence. Forced marriage has been seen as a part of honor related 

violence. Therefore it is difficult to only discuss the subject of forced marriage alone, when 

looking into Swedish research. Anja Bredal is one researcher who has focused on forced 

marriage in countries like Norway and Denmark (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 

37). 

 The researches perspectives on honor related violence and forced marriage differ among 

different researchers (Wikan, Schlytter, Eldén) but there are three wide perspectives. 

 The first perspective is the cultural perspective, which is referring to cultures that are non- 

Nordic cultures, and has its focus on honor. Wikan describes the women’s position in an 

honor culture (Wikan, 2008). Schlytter also talks about forced marriage and honor related 

violence in a culture perspective, where focus lies on norms and values (Schlytter, 2004, pp. 

5-10). The second perspective is the gender perspective and is seen from a gender standpoint, 

where the gender roles are the cause of honor related and domestic violence, this perspective 

further discuss the similarities between domestic violence and honor related violence (Eldèn, 

2007). Further it is declared that the focus should not be on honor related violence, but on the 
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global structural domestic violence that occur all over the world. Eldén (Ibid) argues that 

honor related violence is a part of the domestic violence that is in connection to control and 

the oppression of women (Ibid). The third perspective is the intersectional perspective, which 

claims that there is a need to look beyond the concepts of honor related violence, and 

domestic violence and look at it as a more complex issue. Not just to understand simple terms 

like, gender, violence and honor. There is a need to look deeper into the problem and see 

different aspects (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, pp. 18-29). Honor is depending on 

class, ethnical discrimination and postcolonial power relationships, which means that it is 

based on the patriarchal structures further developed in chapter 2.4 (Ibid). 

2.3 Family construction and forced marriage  
The typical family construction within forced marriage often involves relatives such as uncles, 

cousins, grandparents, aunts and nieces who refer to the extended family (Länsstyrelsen, 

2008, p. 8). In cultures from different parts of the world such as Middle East, Turkey, East, 

North Africa and some European countries who exercise forced marriage the marriage are 

more of a family affair and not a matter of the individual. The security of the economical and 

social aspects is at stake for the extended family and controlled by the head (the father) of the 

family (ibid).  

 

The family structure is often of a patriarchal nature, which can be explained as a pyramid in 

three levels; the construction consists of a governing man at the top. The pyramid (family) is 

influenced by external factors on different levels first by relatives, second by people such as 

colleagues, friends and religious authorities. At the bottom, the society’s institutions, such as 

government and state, affect the family. Within this system the males in the family serves a 

greater position which include power and decision making, while the girls and women are at 

the lowest position in the family pyramid with an subordinate roll (Länsstyrelsen, 2007, p. 

22). The cultural differences is challenged when the patriarchal family construction meet the 

demands of the Swedish society. The need of keeping their own identity is often strong but 

the longer the family lives in Sweden, the harder it gets to maintain a patriarchal power 

structure (Länsstyrelsen, 2008).  

 

Different circumstances contribute to the stronger need of keeping the family structure for 

example the children can be seen as a threat to the parents exercise of power when they trough 

the Swedish schooling get integrated in the society, they also get greater awareness of their 
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rights as individuals and as girls. When the social structure is under pressure and the former 

norms no longer is given, the parents can experience that it becomes necessary with 

restrictions that would not have been needed in the home country. The unmarried girls/women 

become strongly controlled (Länsstyrelsen, 2008). 

There can be different reasons why the young women experience that they are forced to get 

married. For example young women who are living in Sweden may experience pressure by 

their family members into marrying someone either to secure the families economy or 

influence the social status of the family. The girls can also feel pressured into marrying a man 

from the home country in order for him to receive Swedish residence (Länsstyrelsen, 2007). 

2.4 The honor culture 
The honor culture has not arisen by evil intention; it was created due to rational reasons in 

societies where welfare is none existing, strong family bonds are extremely important for the 

families’ survival. In order to keep this system functioning, loyalty among the different parts 

in the family are crucial, especially the one between parents and children. This means that 

decisions such as children’s education and life partner is a concern that regards the whole 

family (Koch, 2008, p.42). Bourdieu (1999), discuss honor and equalize capital with status, 

discusses the patriarchal systems. He discusses different kinds of capital; social capital can be 

family members or other kinds of social networks. Bourdieu (1999) claims that honor is a 

very important symbolic capital. The honor of a man is judged by the admirable qualities the 

man posses; these are included in his social life that becomes his social identity and an 

incarnated social law. The honor can belong to a whole extended family, not just one man. 

Symbolic capital and honor can be transferred through inherit power or inherit capital, the 

honor can exist in the family name and in that way get inherited (Bourdieu, 1999, pp.56-63).  

 

Honor is a term that is recognized in many cultures and is seen as something positive, good 

and desirable and shame is the opposite, which give expression for negative social judgment 

that exist in all societies (Schlytter, 2004, p. 24). Wikan (2008) discusses that men have honor 

and women have shame. Men’s honor fully depends upon the women, the burden of keeping 

the honor lies on the shoulders of the men (Wikan, 2008, pp. 9-10).  

 

 Having control means getting prestige and keeping the families honor. The family honor is 

dependent on the women’s sexuality and behavior. If women behave in a way, which is seen 
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as inappropriate, the whole family’s reputation will be destroyed because of a lack of control 

over women (Koch, 2008, p.40).  

 

Bourdieu discuss men’s powers over women in the book “The male dominance”. The 

symbolic violence is a central concept, which he describes as an unnoticeable and mild 

violence, practiced through communication and knowledge (Bourdieu, 1999, p.11). Honor 

related violence and honor related murder is accepted in the judicial system in some states 

where crimes committed in the name of honor  is seen as less serious and excusable 

(Schlytter, 2004,p. 26).   

 

The need to maintain the dominate relationship is strong. The dominant position in the society 

is maintained by using several conscious strategies and systems in order to subordinate the 

women; the basic strategy is to treat women as objects (Bourdieu, 1999, p.56).  Men have the 

monopoly of the means that can produce and reproduce symbolic capital. They have 

responsibility and are rulers over production and reproduction. Women on the other hand are 

the processed product of that work (ibid, pp.56-62). The women are perceived as objects and 

the man as a subject; she is seen as a symbolic capital on the symbolical trade area. The 

central purpose for her is the marriage market, where she serves as s symbol or object and her 

only function is to increase the symbolic capital of men (ibid, p.56).  

 

In order to keep the growth of the capital, the men use many strategies, such as economical 

strategies, reproductive strategies and breeding strategies. This patriarchal system is 

comparable to capitalism where symbolic capitals for buying and selling, trade with goods, 

and the women is seen as a product of exchange (ibid, pp.56-62). In the book “Feminist 

political theory” on the other hand, it is argued that the patriarchal system cannot equalize a 

capitalist system, because a capitalist system always exploit workers and use the pursuit of 

profit, with patriarchy that does not always have to be the case. It is claimed that it is possible 

to have relationships between women and men that are not exploitive (Bryson, 2003, pp.169-

170). 

 

 The construction of marriage differs over borders when for example the Swedish typical 

structure of a marriage is so-called “love marriage” where they chose their own spouse. In 

other parts of the world such as the Middle East and some parts of Asia, the concept of 

arranged marriage is accepted marriage construction (Länsstyrelsen, 2007, p. 26). The 
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different cultural marriage construction can become an issue when the traditional context is 

taking out of its setting in dispute to the Swedish norms and way of living. For the women it 

can appear new possibilities and potential opportunities (Koch, 2008, p.23). 

 

CHAPTER 3 METHOD 
In the method chapter, the context of the study and the chosen method used for this study will 

be described followed by the collected data process, ethical standpoints, reliability, validity 

and generalization. 

 

3.1 Pre- understanding  
Our field placement in India started a process and awaked an interest of making a study 

concerning marriage and cultures. After we had spent four month in India where arranged 

marriage is the norm of a marriage construction and is seen as the ultimate choice for 

successful marriage, we got very interested of the phenomenon of different marriage 

constructions. We started to gather data, earlier research, articles and newspaper and we 

noticed that the distinction between forced marriage, arranged marriage and honor related 

violence are very vague and that the terms often go hand in hand which resulted in an interest 

to do a deeper investigation of the phenomenon of forced marriage. 

3.2 Research design 
The intention with this study was to study the phenomenon of forced marriage among women 

who are living in Sweden with another ethnic and culture backgrounds than Swedes. The 

intention from the beginning of the study was to interview only respondents with own 

experiences of forced marriage, due to the sensitivity of the subject it was difficult finding 

respondents that was willing to participate. Instead we chose to focus our study on women 

who have different experiences, interpretations and/ or knowledge within forced marriage, 

such as own experiences, experiences from family members and knowledge from 

professionals in order to provide a study of forced marriage from different point of views. We 

believe that it would be interesting to focus on the women since forced marriage is more 

common among women and the damage towards them are more severe (Enright, 2009, p. 

332).  A hermeneutical approach is used in the study, which is connected to the interpretation 

of meaning in a text and divided into central themes. A hermeneutical approach makes it 
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possible to look beyond the interview setting at the time and interpret the text linked to history 

and tradition as well (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 50).  

 

The purpose of hermeneutical interpretation is to obtain a valid and common understanding of 

the meaning of a text (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 50). 

 

We believe that the best way to answer our aim and research questions would be to carry out 

an empirical study. We chose to use a qualitative method instead of a quantitative method, 

since we found this method more suitable in order to answer the aim. It is possible that the 

study would have looked different if another method would have been used, but we believe 

that this method would be beneficial in answering the aim and that by interviewing 

respondents it would give a good and realistic picture of the issue. The qualitative method 

chosen for this study is interviews. Semi structured interview guide seemed like a suitable 

method to answer the aim of the study. Also because of the reasons described in May (2001) 

 

These types of interviews are said to allow people to answer more on their own terms than the 

standardized interview permits, but still provide a greater structure for comparability over that 

of the focused interview (May, 2001, p. 123).  

 

Semi structured interviews makes it possible to ask the questions the authors want to have 

answered but also to go deeper into some questions or discuss other subjects that come up 

during the interview as well (Ibid). Since the respondents within this study have different 

experiences and aspects concerning forced marriage we believe that different levels of 

knowledge have been provided, both from own lived experiences, experiences within the 

family and professional perspectives within the subject.  

3.3 Mode of procedure 

The literature found around the subject had a great variation. The search for literature has 

been conducted at the library of Gävle University. The literature used was articles, reports, 

factual study books and fictional books. By studying reference lists from other literature, 

further literature has been chosen. Ungdomsstyrelsen (2009) and Länsstyrelsen (2007) 

websites as well as other websites has been used in the search for information. 

The literature found was written both in Swedish and English. The databases used when 

searching for literature was Libris, Ebrary, Discovery, Sage journals online, Social services 

abstract, Sociological abstract and PsycInfo. The words used when searching in the databases 
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were forced marriage, arranged marriage, honor related violence, tvångsgifte and 

tvångsäktenskap, and the words were also used in different combinations. Primary sources 

have been used as far as possible in order for the text to not be interpreted several times by 

other authors, in that way the text can be viewed in its original context.  

 

3.3.1 Sampling 

We chose the respondents who were of interest of the study, who were willing to participate, 

and had connection to the phenomenon on different levels. The first and the second of the 

selected respondents has been found trough the social services and they could provide 

knowledge from a professional perspective. The third of the selected respondents were 

collected trough a help organization and she shared her own lived experience of forced 

marriage. The fourth of the selected respondents were collected through the same help 

organization, she had experiences of forced marriage within her closest family, therefore she 

could reveal her families experiences of forced marriage. The fifth respondent was found 

trough connections to earlier respondents, she contacted the authors and wanted to participate 

in the study, she shared her situation of living within the honor culture contra the difficulties 

of getting a divorce, which made her forced into staying in the marriage against her will. 

  

The research was conducted through interviews with five female respondents with different 

perspectives, interpretations and/or experiences of forced marriage. We have chosen to divide 

the respondents in three different categories because of the diversity of the respondent’s 

experiences within the phenomenon. The three categories chosen are as following: The first 

categories of respondents are professionals within the subject, the second category of 

respondents have been force into her marriage and the third category of respondents has 

experiences of the phenomenon within the closest family. The three categories of respondents 

have presented different experiences and knowledge within the phenomenon of forced 

marriage and they have provided the empirical knowledge to this study. 

 

The selection of respondents has been limited because the women experienced uncertainty 

and were afraid of possible consequences. Some of the women are also living under hidden 

identity and that is why telephone interview were the only and appropriate interview setting in 

one of the cases. Since forced marriage is a very sensitive issue, it was difficult finding 

women who would consider doing an interview partly because they were scared to participate 
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but also scared to be recognized. Some women believe that being interviewed can mean that 

the people they are hiding from can hear their story and find them.  

Considering the sensitivity of the subject, we further considered that by getting respondents 

with different connections to the phenomenon forced marriage and experiences from different 

angels would provide broad overview on the topic of forced marriage. Even though this 

approach would result in using some primary sources and some secondary sources it seemed 

as the only possible method to fulfill the aim and provide a reliable result. 

 

3.3.2 Interview situation 

We conducted five interviews with women who have different experiences and knowledge 

within the phenomenon of forced marriage. The first and second interview was conducted 

with two respondents that work within the social services and the national board of health and 

welfare. These two employees are high educated within the subject and work with issues 

concerning honor related violence and have a broad knowledge within the phenomenon. In 

order to get valuable background knowledge and to get a better understanding of the women 

exposed to forced marriage and their life situations, we believe that these respondents was of 

great importance. The social workers also have a broad knowledge of handling cases where 

they meet women who have been forced into a marriage. The interviews were conducted at 

the two respondent’s work place.  

 

The third interview conducted was with  a women who grew up in a family where forced 

marriage occur, her sister was forced to marriage and when she was next she refused to get 

married and claimed her right to choose her own husband. We have the opinion that it is an 

important aspect of the issue and that the respondents experiences may contribute to 

understand the varied problematic of the situation within the subject of forced marriage. The 

interview were conducted as a telephone interview on a speaker phone.  

 

The fourth interview was conducted with a woman who was forced into a marriage with an 

older man, her husband was chosen by her family members and she had no right to refuse the 

marriage. The respondent could provide a clear and genuine picture of a common situation 

women face that has been forced into a marriage. The interview was conducted in the 

respondent own home. 

 



 

20 
 

The fifth interview were conducted with a woman who chose her own husband in the 

beginning, the relationship have resulted in abuse and threat and the woman wants a divorce 

but are afraid of her family members to complete a divorce. The respondent could give a 

descriptive and common situation of women who are afraid of divorcing their husband and 

are living in a relationship where abuse and threat is part of their everyday life. The interview 

was conducted in the respondent own home. 

 

All five interviews were recorded by a digital voice recorder; at the time of interview the 

respondent and authors were present. The interviews lasted for about one hour to one hour 

and a half and the gather data were directly transcribed after the interviews. Advantages with 

recorded interviews are that the interviewer can fully concentrate on the topic and dynamics at 

the interview situation. Another advantage is to be able to re-listening to the material and pay 

attention to details such as the respondents tone, pauses and choice of words (Kvale & 

Brinkmann, 2009, pp. 178,179). 

 

We believe that through finding a broad respondent group where different aspects of forced 

marriage is presented, one may reach the aim which is to gain a deeper insight and knowledge 

of women with foreign background living in Sweden who have experiences of forced 

marriage. Another reason for not choosing to focus only on interviewing women who has 

been forced into a marriage is that we were unable to find women who felt comfortable to 

participate in an interview because of their safety. The issue is of such a sensitive matter and 

even though we used different approaches and offered different interview settings in order to 

protect the women’s safety, it seemed almost impossible to find a satisfactory number of 

respondents who had been forced into a marriage and were willing to take part in an 

interview. 

 

3.3.3 Advantages and disadvantage of the chosen method 

The advantages of conducting interviews and the usage of semi-structured questioning guide 

have provided a large exchange of information where the informants has been able to express 

their knowledge, interpretations and/or experiences from their own perspective without being 

interrupted by questions. Disadvantages with the chosen method is that it have been extremely 

difficult to engage women to participate in the interviews. 
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Many of the women are controlled by the males in the family and followed wherever they go 

so an interview have not been possible. The interviews conducted are extremely valuable and 

a lot of effort has been put on keeping the meeting of the interviewing secret.  

3.4 Tools of analysis 
We have used a digital recorder while interviewing the respondents and then the empirical 

data were transcribed into paper form. The interviews have been conducted in Swedish, but 

the quotations from the respondents that is chosen from the recorded interviews, has been 

translated by the authors into English.  

 

We have applied the hermeneutical circle when interpreting and analyzing the collected data. 

This approach is referring to understand the whole and the whole consist of parts (see figure 

one below). The hermeneutic circle explains the process of how to understand a text; it is a 

process of continuously going back and forth in order to investigate parts and the whole. By 

looking at the text as a whole and then separately look at and interpret different parts and then 

again put the interpreted parts together to a totality one can eventually reach a good 

understanding of the text. The circle is explained as a spiral that can offer a possibility of a 

deepened and continuous understanding of the texts meaning (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 

210).  
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Figure one: The hermeneutic circle: basic version 

The figure of the hermeneutic circle shows different approaches that may be used in 

combination when interpreting the gathered data in order to understand the whole (Alvesson 

& Sköldberg, 2009, p. 104).  

 

It is important to understand the parts such as going from pre-understanding to understanding.  

Consider all the parts in order to understand the whole is crucial. We have been aware of the 

cultural and historical aspects linked to the whole, further the ability to empathize with the 

respondents is central in order to understand the meaning of the respondents’ situation 

(Alvesson & Sköldberg, 2009, pp. 92, 93).  

 

By using the hermeneutical circle, we have picked up themes from the empirical data that will 

be beneficial when answering the aim and research questions. After repeatedly going through 

the transcriptions of the interviews and searching for recurrent answerers and concepts, 

themes gradually developed trough interpretations of the text. Different questions arise 

regarding the text from dialogue to interpretation that later on lead to themes such as life 

situation before marriage which the authors believes is an important part in order to 

understand the whole. We created the themes by working from the hermeneutic circle by for 

example pre-understanding which referring to the knowledge before interaction with the 

respondents and after interference created understanding of the women’s situation. By 

listening, re-listening to the interview, reading and rereading the text, putting new questions to 

the text such as, has we as authors interpret the women’s answers in a right manner when 

explaining the women’s feelings and experiences around the phenomenon?  The recorded 

dialogues from the respondent’s different interpretation patterns arise such as their similarities 

of their life situation before marriage and the life situation within the marriage such as the 

family’s interest of controlling the women’s social life, sexuality and life choices. Another 

recurrent pattern was the consequences of being forced into a marriage such as limited living 

space and expectations from the families (Alvesson & Sköldberg, 2009, p. 104).We were 

aware of other themes that would have been possible to choose as well, but used these themes 

since they would be beneficial when answering the aim of the study.  

 

The patterns of the women’s life stages showed similarities and could produce an interesting 

overview of their situation within the phenomenon of forced marriage. Another reason for 

choosing the themes was to provide a good structure of the result and analysis.  
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3.5 Essay credibility 
Our standpoint throughout the entire research has been to stay focused on the subject of the 

study in order to answer the aim. Both validity and reliability are assessed in qualitative 

research studies in many different ways and for different purposes whether it has to do with 

transcribing, interviewing or analyzing. It is infusing the entire research process (Kvale & 

Brinkmann, 2009, p. 248). 

To be able to measure the reliability of the study there is a need to explain the process and 

method of the study for the qualitative methodology. Explaining how the authors came to the 

conclusions and findings are also crucial (ibid p. 327).  

 

Reliability pertains to the consistency and trustworthiness of research findings  

(Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 245). 

It is a way of testing the truthfulness and consistency of the results and findings. For example 

if the result of the study is accurate to the whole population involved in the study. If other 

researchers using a comparable method can reproduce the result that are concluded in the 

report it is consider being a reliable research result (ibid p. 327). It is important with correctly 

formulated questions in an interview guide for the reliability of the study. Reliability is also 

connected to the interview session and how the questions are asked (ibid, p. 172).  

Validity in qualitative studies means to investigate the strength of a statement, in social 

science it refers to whether the method used for the study really examines what it purports to 

examine (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 327).  

 

Throughout the study the aim and research questions have been central during the whole 

process, this have contributed into strengthening the validity of the study. Validity is to 

investigate the quality of the researcher’s craftsmanship during an entire study, to repeatedly 

questioning, checking and interpreting the findings through theories (ibid, p. 249). We have 

had validity and reliability in mind throughout the study. The questions have been of 

relevance to the aim for the study. Validity within qualitative studies refers to the richness of 

information from the data conducted, the cases selected and the abilities to analyze the 

findings rather than the sample size (Patton, 2004, p.245). The difficulties to find women to 

participate for an interview have contributed to instead trying to get the most useful 

information out of every interview conducted. 
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Generalizability refers to what extent findings in one setting can be transferred to other 

settings or situations (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2009, p. 324). Generalization in qualitative studies 

is connected to whether the findings from an interview situation can be useful in other 

relevant situations, not if the findings can be generalized globally (ibid, pp. 261-262).  

 

By using triangulation the validity and reliability of the study becomes strengthened, which 

contributes to strengthening the trustworthiness of the study (Patton, 2004, pp.247-248). To 

be several interviewers can help minimizing the possible bias that can occur when one person 

is conducting all interviews. Triangulating analysts has also been used, the two authors of this 

study has independently analyzed the same qualitative data collected from the interviews with 

the respondents Later on we compared the findings from the data in order to ensure that the 

respondents and that the categorization were understood in a similar way. It is of importance 

that the study gets looked at with different eyes from different people, this strategy can bring 

more credibility to the study (ibid, pp.560-562). Quality and credibility of the study is 

increasing through the usage of triangulation in whatever form (ibid, p. 563). 

3.6 Ethical standpoints 

In order to provide research, which is aiming to develop and provide new knowledge within 

different knowledge areas, the ethical consideration principals within researches regarding 

humans provided by Vetenskapsrådet are important to respect and follow trough out the 

research process (Vetenskapsrådet, 2009). 

 Kvale & Brinkman (2009) mention the ethical guidelines for investigators during research 

and are traditionally discussed and divided in four fields: Informed consent, confidentiality, 

anonymity and consequences. It is of a great importance to follow these guidelines for making 

research possible, protect, and respect the interviewees. 

Informed Consent: The interviewees are informed of the purpose and the structure of the 

research and that the participation is voluntary, they are informed that they can at any time 

interrupt the interview. They chose if both of us in the research team could access the material 

and that we got permission to record the interview (Kvale & Brinkman, 2009, p.68).    

Confidentiality: The interviewees are informed that the research group is the only one that 

will access the material of the interview and everything that has been recorded will be erased 
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when the study is completed and graded (ibid, p.73).  The conducted material and information 

is handled carefully. 

Anonymity: The respondent’s anonymity shall be protected; the given information must be 

handled so that there is no possibility to identify the individuals who has participated in the 

study (Vetenskapsrådet, 2009). 

Consequences: We have protected sensitive information for possible consequences for the 

respondents by handling the information with respect. The respondents are protected from any 

harm of the outcome of the study (Kvale & Brinkman 2009, p. 73). 

The role of researcher is very important when it comes to qualitative interview researches 

because of the closeness to the participants. In the study it is vital to be aware of the 

possibility that the interviewees may experience the interview situation as an opportunity to 

give more information and may leave out more information than they had in mind in the 

beginning (ibid, pp.74, 75). It is also important to be aware of the authors’ roles as females 

who are brought up in a Swedish society and that the culture may influence the respondents 

attitude and could later affect the result.  

CHAPTER 4 THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVE AND KEY CONCEPTS 
In this chapter, the theoretical framework of this study will be discussed. Before 

demonstrating the chosen theory for this research, some background information on feminism 

and short descriptions of some general feminist perspectives we have chosen to present will 

be provided, as well as its relevance and connection to social work. Radical feminist theory 

will be the theory in focus of this study and it will be used for analysis of the results. We are 

aware of that the radical feminist perspective is one aspect of feminist theory and that feminist 

theory is not a homogenous perspective. The different perspectives provides both historical 

and present point of view. Further on we are aware of the possibilities to use other feminist 

theories such as Islamic feminist theory (Badran, 2006).  

 

We have chosen the radical feminist theory since it highlights gender inequality, oppression, 

men’s control over women, the patriarchal family structure and the focus on women’s 

sexuality. We believe that the theory suits the study due to these concepts. Radical feministic 

theory focuses on women’s own experiences and understanding of their own life situation and 

that is also a reason why we chose radical feminist theory, since our focus lies on getting 
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information from the women exposed to forced marriage as well as, women who has 

experience of forced marriage from family members and from professionals, who has a lot of 

knowledge within the subject. We want to see the issue from their point of view in order to 

understand the oppression of women forced into marriage and their denials of rights. We 

believe therefore that the radical feminist theory will suit this study and be a useful theory 

when answering the aim.  

4.1 Feminist theory: an overview  

The traditional idea regarding gender differences presents the man as a provider for the family 

and the women as a passive nurturer or vulnerable sexual partner. There were an assumption 

that the white male is the norm from which women should be measured against and 

subordinated, women are suited for motherhood and domesticity. Some 19
th

 century 

researchers even stated that the size difference on the brains proved women’s inferiority 

opposed to men. Feminism is a reaction of these assumptions and hierarchal structures that 

existed and still exists (Weedon, 1999, pp.5-8).  

 

Feminism includes being critical to the prevailing order of society, to recognise that there is a 

patriarchal structure of society and that women are subordinated men. With feminism the 

hope is to change this order and in that way achieve equality between women and men. The 

ideology of feminism refers to women’s liberation and the reason injustice are suffered by 

women is because of their sex (Humm, 1995, p.94).  

 

The history of feminist thinking goes a long way back in time. It concerns the social, cultural, 

political domination of women, as well as other areas of domination. The system of patriarchy 

devalues women’s experience, disfranchises and disempowering them. Instead patriarchy 

empowers and privileges men, through the relationships created by this system (Payne, 2005, 

p. 251).  

Feminists argue that the key to women’s exploitation and subordination are the ideas that 

women are grown up to fulfil the expectations of a role-appropriate behaviour. Women should 

be dependent on men. The completion of every woman’s life is to get married and take care of 

children and a husband. These assumptions are the reason why the lack of control over 

resources belongs to women (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, pp.43-44). 

Feminists believe that it is necessary to see the world from the position of women. To get 

women’s perspective of knowledge can contribute to new findings that show the exploitation 
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and subordination of women by men, which patriarchal knowledge cannot recognize. Feminist 

perspectives are for women, but not necessarily about women. They confront and challenge the 

male supremacy, which institutionalizes the inequality of women (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, 

pp.10-12).  

 

4.2 Different feminist perspectives 

Feminist theories does not have a unified worldview, there are many different feminist 

theories and perspectives. The ways of explaining women’s subordination differ, feminist 

groups see things from different perspectives and are interested in various aspects of the life 

of women, and in that way different feminist groups reach diverse conclusions. Nevertheless 

there are core values and characteristics that define feminism. That includes that the 

subordination of women must be challenged and questioned. To critically examine women’s 

situation in present and past time and to engage in and challenge the dominant patriarchal 

ideologies is of importance. Those ideologies try to justify the inferiority of women as 

universal and natural, the feminists want to change that view (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, 

pp.10-12).  

 

The feminists want to enable women to realize their subordinated position in society and start 

work towards liberation. By developing theories that can uncover the causes of women’s 

inferiority, they want to develop ways to emancipate women. The common interest among 

feminist scholars is to see that their work will lead to a more general understanding of 

women’s subordination and to end the oppression on women (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, 

p.223).  

As mentioned above, there are many different perspectives of feminism that concerns the 

oppression of women in different ways. Since the 1960s many new perspectives on feminism 

has developed with the objective to enlighten the inequalities between women and men 

(Payne, 2005, p. 252). Some examples of approaches feminism have been divided into are 

presented here, in order for the reader to easier see the differentially between the various 

branches of the viewpoints of feminism. Marxist or socialist feminism focuses their concern 

on the oppression of women, within our social system which is based on class. They argue 

that the structural inequality is formed within our class and that it is the base for our social 

system. 

 



 

28 
 

Liberal feminism seeks to form equality between the sexes, the focus lies in areas such as 

caring and family responsibilities as well as in workplaces (ibid, pp. 251-253). Post modern 

feminism concerns social and cultural discourses in society. The social relations and the 

complexities of the social assumptions regarding women’s behavior and how they are 

supposed to be treated from a societal point of view is discussed in the post modern feminist 

perspective (Ibid).  

 

Black feminism on the other hand emphasis women’s subordination and the discrimination 

and the exploitation directed towards them, both because they are black and because they are 

women. Their subordination is based on old assumptions of racial inferiority as well as 

ideologies of women’s role in the society. It focuses on the value and diversity of women’s 

experience. Black feminism explains that the oppression experienced by black women is 

heightened compared with the oppression that concerns white women (Abbott and Wallace, 

1993, pp. 36-41).  

4.3 Radical feminist theory 

The theory chosen for this study is radical feminist theory and the results given will be 

analyzed through the view of radical feminist theory. According to radical feminism, 

women’s oppression is created through the view that women are categorised as an inferior 

class. Women form a class and men another where the classes are in conflict with each other. 

The class “men” are seen as superior to women, because of the gender (ibid, 1993, pp. 13-14). 

 

A significant concept within radical feminist theory is patriarchy, which is a social system that 

is typified by the privilege and power of men (Payne, 2005, p. 253). Due to patriarchy all 

women have a common interest; all women are oppressed and exploited by men. According to 

radical feminist theory, the women are seen as sexual objects, domestic servants and cheap 

labour (Bryson, 2003, p. 165). The aim of radical feminism is to tear down the sex-class 

system and to change that social system (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, pp. 13-14). 

 

Gender inequality is the result of the patriarchal structure that forms our society and the 

primer form of social inequality is gender inequality (ibid, p. 217). Radical feminist theory is 

a theory based on women’s own perceptions, needs and experiences; this theory sees 

women’s oppression as universal and the most fundamental type of domination. It is claimed 

that the male domination exists in all spheres, not just in a political or public world, also in the 



 

29 
 

private sphere. It is declared that “the personal is political”. The relationships between men 

and women in all societies are based on power, therefore they are political (Bryson, 2003, 

pp.163-167). 

According to this perspective, every relationship between sexes is categorized from 

patriarchy. The most intimate relationships as well, these are kept by our entire culture. 

Family is a crucial spot for patriarchal power. This power is maintained through controlling 

the sexuality of women (ibid, p. 3). The family is a social institution, where exploitation of 

women’s labor takes place, the sexual power of males can be expressed violently and 

behavioral patterns are learned as well as oppressive gender identities (ibid, p. 176). Some 

exponents of the later radical feminist approach states that the experiences women possess 

involving ethnicity, time, class and nation unite them in a sense of sisterhood (ibid, p. 3).  

 

The focus of this study lies in the women’s life experiences and we wanted to get the 

women’s perspective on this issue. When using radical feminist theory, a more real and clear 

picture of the women’s situation can be presented and maybe provide a good understanding of 

the women who has been forced into a marriage and their life situation as well as women in 

close connection to the phenomena. We found the theory extremely suitable since the 

perspective of women’s experiences, feelings and needs are central in the radical feminist 

theory. The respondents interviewed experiences a reality of a great patriarchal system with 

male domination and a life with extreme control and subordination. We believed that the 

radical feminist theory would be appropriate to use since patriarchy is a fundamental concept 

within the theory (ibid, pp. 167-173). 

 

Within radical feminist theory, the focus on women’s sexuality and the need to control it is 

central (Bryson, 2003, p. 3). This is another reason why we find this theory suitable in this 

research. The attention put on controlling the women’s sexuality, her life situation and life 

choices are tremendously evident when looking at the issue of forced marriage and women’s 

situation within the groups that practice forced marriage.  

 

Radical feminist theory has been criticised for different things, one concept that has been 

criticised is the concept of patriarchy which have been accused for being sloppy and provide 

misleading theoretical assumptions. Another criticism of the radical feminist theory is that the 

economic systems or unjust laws are not to blame for the oppression against women instead 

the men are to be blamed. In that kind of criticism, the point of the concept of patriarchy is 
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missed. With patriarchy one does not imply that all men as individuals oppress all women, but 

that the socially constructed male power is the enemy. Since this power is constructed it can 

also be contestable, not embodied in biological males all over the world (Bryson, 2003, pp. 

167-173).  

 

This criticism put forward is an important aspect of the theory to be aware of, but since the 

radical feminist theory is focusing especially on patriarchy within the family and focuses on 

women’s experiences, the radical feminist theory seemed extremely suitable for this study, 

given that the study focuses on the women’s experiences and/or interpretation regarding 

forced marriage. 

CHAPTER 5 PRESENTATION OF RESULTS FROM THE INTERVIEWS AND 

ANALYSIS 
In this chapter, the result of the interviews will be presented followed by the analysis of our 

result. The first section will involve a short presentation of the respondents. We invented the 

names of the respondents in order to secure their anonymity. The second section will involve 

results where the answers from the interviews are categorized in themes. The themes are Life-

situation before marriage, Life situation within the marriage, Consequences of being forced 

into a marriage and Own reflection regarding forced marriage within the Swedish context. 

We want to remind the readers of the three categories of the respondents: The professional’s 

point of view, the respondents who have own experiences and the respondent with 

experiences of forced marriage within the family. We have analyzed the results according to 

the same themes as in the result section. The analysis will be presented and interpreted in 

relation to the radical feminist theory within every theme, different reoccurring concepts are 

used such as patriarchy, the focus lays on the patriarchal family structure, the women’s 

experiences and men’s control over women. The interpretations of the gathered data from all 

of the respondents are found under each of the four themes. 

 

 

Presentations of respondents 

 

“Maria” & “Rose” 

Maria and Rose are working in the public sector with issues concerning honor related 

violence and forced marriage. These two persons are well educated within the subject and 
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have a broad knowledge within the phenomenon of forced marriage. They have several years 

of experience and they work with educating personnel such as teachers, politicians to educate 

them within these issues. Primary they are handling cases regarding counseling and support of 

girls that are being exposed to honor related violence and girls who are at risk of being forced 

into marriage. One case the social workers are referring to involves a girl who has experiences 

of forced marriage, we have chosen to call the girl “Anna”.  

 

“Mona” 

Mona was born in the Middle East in the 1960
s
. She came to Sweden when she was 15 years 

old. She has six sibling’s three sisters and three brothers who are all living in Sweden. She is 

married and has children. She has an employment in the labor market. Her experiences of her 

own marriage are that she had the opportunity to choose her spouse because she was living in 

Sweden and her family was not that strict but when her older sister got married, her brother 

chose the husband for the sister. She has many people in her closest surrounding where forced 

marriage occurs. 

 

“Patricia” 

Patricia was born in the Middle East in the 1970
s
, when she was seventeen she was forced 

into a marriage with a man who was fifteen years older than her. She did not want to get 

married but the husband was already decided for her and she was pressured by her family 

members and was not allowed to refuse the marriage. They got three children together, after 

eight years of marriage the husband divorced Patricia when she was seen as unable to produce 

baby boys. 

 

“Sara” 

Sara is in her thirties and lives in Sweden since 1991. She was sixteen when she first moved 

here, since then she has not been back to visit her home country. Her closest family lives here 

in Sweden and a lot of her relatives live in Nordic countries. Her family forced her to find 

someone to marry, her sisters were already forced into marriage, but Sara managed to choose 

her husband herself as long as it was a person from the same country who recently had come 

to Sweden. She got married 2008 in Sweden with a man from the same home country, before 

the marriage she worked and went to school, but after she got married she stayed at home and 

took care of her three children. Her husband did not allow her to work so she had to go on a 
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sick leaf. Sara is still married to her husband, but she wishes to get a divorce. She knows that 

it is impossible to leave him; because her family is so big and they would find her even if she 

would get a hidden identity.  

 5.1 Theme 1 Life situation before marriage 
In this theme we summarize the interview persons responses concerning freedom to choose 

spouse, their relationship to the family, freedom within their social life and their possibilities 

for educational and employment opportunities.  

 

When asking the respondents about the life situation before marriage “Patricia” describes it as 

living in a prison. She could not go out or do anything without someone guarding her.  

 

 During my upbringing my father made all decisions concerning me and my life or my 

brothers could also make decisions regarding me, it did not matter that my brothers were 

younger than me. They still make the decisions. 

 

 

 “Mona” describes her upbringing as being very strictly held by her family members and that 

traditional clothes and veil was mandatory. 

 

It is better today, I do not have to wear veil but I have to wear cloths according to some rules 

for example long sleeves and skirts below the ankles. 

 

We asked the respondents about freedom within their social life before their marriage. This is 

an important aspect within this theme, to investigate possible changes in their life situations. 

“Sara” expresses her feelings about living with her family, she felt like she had no freedom at 

all: 

 I felt like I was a prisoner held by my parents, I felt like I lived in a cage. 

 

The respondents agree on that there are extremely big differences in freedom for boys and 

girls when growing up.  

 

“Patricia”: Our culture and the Swedish culture are like night and day, sun and rain. It is sad; 

no freedom for the girls, but the boys can do whatever they want. 

 

When asking about educational and employment opportunities before marriage. “Patricia” 

mentions her situation:  

 

I had to quit school in eighth grade; my family needed me at home to take care of the house.  
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Restrictions were made for the majority of the girls and their educational and employment 

opportunities were definitely restrained.  

 

Analysis of theme one Life situation before marriage 
When analyzing the phenomenon of forced marriage from a radical feminist approach, our 

interpretation is that for girls growing up in a family, which has a strictly patriarchic structure, 

contribute to the gender inequality and the suppression of women. The result we reached 

shows that the women has limited freedom and poorly education and employment 

possibilities. Patriarchy within the family sphere is a concept strongly related to radical 

feminist theory as well as the control of women’s sexuality (Bryson, 2003, pp.163-167). From 

the day the girls are born they are treated as second class citizens in their own family because 

of their low status.  

 

According to radical feminist theory men are seen by the society as superior to women, 

because of the gender (Abbott and Wallace, 1993, pp. 13-14).The authors believe that this 

must effect the respondents own perceptions of themselves, seeing their brothers doing 

whatever they want and not have any or little freedom themselves must be devastating. A 

typical concept within the theory is the men’s control over the women’s sexuality inside and 

outside the homes (Payne, 2005, p. 253). Through all of this oppression and deprivation of 

liberty, their human rights as individuals and as women are violated.  

 

5.2 Theme 2 Life situation within the marriage 

With this theme we intend to highlight the respondent’s situation within the marriage, 

concerning the relationship to their spouse, expectations and demands on the women’s role as 

a wife. When asking about the life situation within the marriage, all the respondents agrees 

that forcing someone into a marriage will lead to a very problematic situation. A person 

forced into a marriage has very low status, the woman has no choice or power to change her 

situation. This is how “Patricia” explains it: 

 

When I got married it was the same situation, I just moved from one prison to another. At 

home I took care of my dad and my siblings, in my husband’s house I took care of him and his 

family. I was not allowed to go out, not meet neighbors, it felt like a prison. He was like a 

dictator one can say. I had to cook and take care of his parents. He was out all day, went to 

work, and to the bar. I had to stay at home at all times.  
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When asking “Sara” about her situation concerning her life within the marriage she explains it 

to be very difficult. 

 

I do not dare to get a divorce I am too afraid for my family members, they have threaten to 

hurt me and my children if I divorce my husband.  

 

“Sara” has a big family which are wide spread all over Sweden and other Nordic countries 

which make her situation challenging. Even though she chose her husband in the beginning 

she is now in a situation where she is forced to be married to her husband against her will 

because she is unable to divorce him, since her family members forces her to stay married. 

“Sara” explains the relationship between her and her husband as a bad relationship. 

 

I do not live a good life, me and my husband does not have a good relationship. I have very 

little freedom I do not even get to decide how to dress 

 

One issue that is recurrent in the respondents’ answers is that a woman has limited freedom 

who is forced into a marriage. The respondents’ in the categories of own experiences and 

experiences within the family the life situation within the marriage involve a big 

responsibility for home and children. A patriarchic structure of the family is evident and the 

power belongs to the husband. The demands on the wife can be impossible to achieve and 

totally unrealistic. As the demand put on “Patricia”:  

 

 My first child was a girl, his family got upset that it was not a boy, they blamed me for it. His 

family did not want me to be married to him, because they thought I would just give birth to 

girls. They threatened me that he would marry another women. His family nagged about that 

he should marry another women, at last he did and I got thrown out. 

  

 

Analysis of theme two Life situation within the marriage 
When analyzing the respondent’s situation within the marriage concerning the relationship to 

their spouse as well as expectations and demands on the women’s role as a wife, it became 

clear that the women has little or no rights. The men are seen as superior to women (Abbott 

and Wallace, 1993, pp. 13-14).  

 

The women feel like they are trapped and have no choice or possibility to get out of or change 

their life situation. Within the marriage as well as before the marriage the women have very 

limited living space. The women are extremely controlled at different levels such as their 
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sexuality, private life and social life. What has changed is that the husband is the one who 

exercise the control of the women, not her family members. Women who are forced into a 

marriage have been taken away their right to decide for themselves whom to marry. When 

looking at the problem of forced marriage from the women’s perspective, their experiences 

and perceptions our interpretation are that being forced into a marriage is devastating.  

 

Family is a crucial place for patriarchal power. This power involves controlling the sexuality 

of women, controlling them in their everyday life and limited their freedom (Bryson, 2003, p. 

163). There are many similarities for the women before the marriage and within the marriage 

regarding limitation of freedom and the increased demands within the marriage. Our 

interpretation of some of the issues within the marriage were the women were unable to make 

decisions regarding their own body, that they were the one to blame for the sexes of the 

children and the impossibility to change or improve their life situation were devastating for 

the women.  

 

5.3 Result of theme 3 Consequences of being forced into a marriage 
With this theme the purpose is to examine what possible consequences there is by being 

forced into a marriage from economical, personal and social aspects. 

It is obvious in the answers from all the respondents that their shared opinion is that there are 

consequences of being forced into a marriage. The respondents explained that when a woman 

gets forced into a marriage she becomes the property of a man. The woman has no power or 

right to have her voice heard. “Sara” describes a situation where she was left in a very 

difficult economical situation due to her husband.  

 

“Sara”: One day he had packed a bag and left me and our children without money or 

anything for several months, he did not say where he was going or when he would come back.  
 

Since “Sara’s” husband not allowed her to work, she had no money to make a living not even 

for food.  She became very vulnerable when he left her in such an exposed situation.  

 

“Maria” describes a case that she has worked with, about a woman who managed to get a 

divorce from her husband. 

“Maria” Explains “Annas” situation: 
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Even though she is thirty years old and divorced, she is very controlled by her brothers and 

she have to live in the same staircase and she is not allowed to go outside 

 

 Respondents express that there is always somebody that controls the women who are forced 

into a marriage; they are never free from control.  This is a consequence for women’s social 

life. Personal consequences of being forced into a marriage are common as well. 

 “Patricia” explains what she was exposed to: 

 

He divorced me and hurted me and my family; he spread rumors about me in our society. He 

said that my family was bad and so on. He burned down my father’s car and put two of my 

brothers to prison because of their political stand point. We were in a trial and I got the 

decision from court that I got custody of our children, but he had already left the country with 

our children and I did not know where he was. 

 

Respondents agrees upon that it is clear that woman that gets forced into marriage have a big 

problem claiming their rights, since they are not supposed to have any rights or possibility to 

say their opinion. Other personal consequences of being forced into marriage concerns the 

women’s mental health. 

“Patricia” Said: 

I had so many problems with my first husband I did not want to remarry 

 

Several of the respondents explain that it is very problematic for women to remarry because 

of the difficulties concerning their right to their children and a woman who has been married 

is seen as a “bad” women or wife and it has lowering her status in the society. 

 

Analysis of theme 3 Consequences of being forced into a marriage 
Our  interpretations is that the consequences of being forced into marriage damages both the 

women’s self image and complicates her life. The results of the study showed the 

consequences of being forced into a marriage from an economical, personal and social aspect. 

The women exposed to forced marriage are facing discrimination. The women gets harmed 

both physically and mentally, to be treated as an object and as person with less value is very 

damaging for the women sense of self. The women exposed to forced marriage are seen as a 

property of the husband. According to radical feminist theory the women are seen as sexual 

objects, domestic servants and cheap labor (Bryson, 2003, p. 165). To live a life with little 

living space, no freedom and being exposed to a lot of control can be devastating for the 

women. To have low status in the family and in the society contributes to limited rights, 

concerning divorce as well. To get divorced does not mean that the control over the women 
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ends the men of her family such as her brothers or father will then regain the control of the 

women instead. 

5.4 Theme 4 the respondents reflections regarding forced marriage within 

the Swedish context 
With this theme the authors emphasizes to examine the respondents own reflections regarding 

the conflict of the marriage structure within the Swedish context. The respondents got the 

opportunity to freely express their thoughts, interpretations and emotions around the 

phenomenon forced marriage within a Swedish context. When the authors asked the 

respondents of their own reflections regarding forced marriage in a Swedish context all of the 

respondents had the opinion that it is problematic. Sara describes her youth in her home in 

Sweden:  

 

We grew up in Sweden, but are raised as we would have been in the country of origin, our 

parents were very strict. It was very complicated for us were our parents way of living was in 

conflict with Swedish norms. 

 

 “Maria” expresses similar experiences from women she has worked with: “Anna”: 

One girl I met lived very freely in the Swedish society, she was born in Sweden, and then she 

got married off with a deeply religious man from another country. This was an extreme 

conflict for her. She got physically and mentally abused, because she did not dress and act in a 

certain way. She said, nobody is going to hit me or tell me how to dress. The situation must 

have been very difficult for her when these two worlds in contrast to each other, it was 

difficult for her to live after his rules, when she was used to the Swedish norms 

 

“Rose” describes this issue more in general: 

 
It is very difficult for the girls when they are brought up here in Sweden and then are forced 

into a marriage, it is such a big contrasts. Also for the people who has lived here a few years 

and has gotten used to the Swedish society and norms, it is usually the youths who are 

adopting best to the new society. They manage to live in two worlds you may say 

 

Respondents highlights the problematic situation and the contrasts for the women to grow up 

in a Swedish society and be forced to live in a way as if they were brought up in another more 

conservative country.  

The respondents also bring up issues regarding the culture contrasts and how there are a 

difference in upbringing and how it can be difficult to cope with the Swedish lifestyle for 

especially for the children. “Patricia” expresses herself in this way: 

 

It becomes very problematic for families from these cultures when they come to Sweden 

especially for the children and youth. Our children are not raised or trained of being 

responsible children and make own decision as Swedish children are. Our children have to 

follow a strict path where other people decide for them and they know what is expected from 

them. It becomes very complicated and contradictable for the children when suddenly they 

should make own decisions and decide their own future path. 
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Another concern expressed by “Mona” is that some families become harsher in their 

upbringing of the children after they have moved to Sweden. “Mona”: 

Some families become even stricter with their beliefs and traditions when they move to 

Sweden. It vary between the families and where they come from how they exercising the 

traditions in Sweden. It is also common that the families bring their daughter back to the home 

country where they chose a husband either a relative or cousin for the daughter. They just tell 

the girl you are going to marry your cousin. All the family members get together and come to 

an agreement concerning the marriage. 

 

Respondents also mention worries, hope and frustration for the future concerning the 

phenomenon. A wish for stricter laws and more spread knowledge among authorities would 

contribute in helping the women. “Sara”:  

Earlier I had a hope that it would come a paragraph in the law that prevented forced marriage, 

now I have lost my hope. Maybe sometime there will be some kind of justice I hope. 
 

Respondents find the issue of forced marriage to be wrong and express quite hard critique 

against that kind of marriage structure. The respondents also think that the issue of forced 

marriage contributes to an oppression and objectification of women. This is how “Patricia” 

explains it:  

I think you can say that they sell their daughters 

Some of the respondents express their feeling around the phenomenon and how the women 

are perceived as a product that the men sell, buy and trade. 

 

Analysis of theme 4 Own reflections regarding forced marriage within the 

Swedish context 
It gets especially contradictory, because the respondents live in Sweden where it is forbidden 

to force someone into a marriage. To live in a very strong patriarchal family in a society 

which is not as patriarchic and where the women can exercise more of their rights, the conflict 

gets complicated. According to the radical feminist theory women’s own perceptions, 

experiences and needs are vital (Bryson, 2003, pp. 163-167). 

 All the respondents believe that forced marriage become problematic and it does not matter if 

it occurs in Sweden or in another country. The contrasts between the Swedish societies and 

it’s liberate view opposed to their conservative way of living contributes to a great confusion 

for the women. They are brought up with limited freedom in a country where their rights are 

presented and learned in school, but the rights will not apply to them since the men limit their 

rights. Looked upon from a radical feminist perspective, the men are because of the gender 

seen as superior to women (Abbott & Wallace, 1993, pp. 13-14). Radical feminist theory 
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claims that all women should be united and work towards achievement of their own liberation 

(Bryson, 2003, p. 163). 

 

CHAPTER 6 DISCUSSION 

This section will begin with a discussion of result in relation to aim and research question 

followed by a discussion in relation to previous research and theory, methodological 

discussion and suggestions for further research.  

6.1 Discussion of result in relation to aim and research question 

The aim with this bachelor thesis was to study the phenomenon of forced marriage among 

women who are living in Sweden with another ethnic, cultural background than Swedes.  

 

The result shows that the women within forced marriage experience a high range of 

oppression such as limited freedom. They cannot go out when they want, they cannot dress as 

they want and they cannot have social contacts with men outside their families. This study has 

showed that the women are controlled by their families and are constantly living under threat 

for their safety and wellbeing. The phenomenon of forced marriage was more wide spread and 

severe than the we thought in the beginning of this thesis.  

 

Forced marriage is exercised within the family in silence and it is not discussed opened in the 

society. Swedish society have difficulties in detecting the problem in individual cases and the 

laws is not developed, adjusted or used well enough to combat the issue, it makes the issue 

difficult to grasp. The enormous pressure the women experiences as wifes or their role as a 

women in the different family settings and as in some cases always be supervised by a brother 

or another male in the family. It has also contributed to the difficulties to conduct interviews 

with the women. The interviews with the social workers have been of a great importance 

since they have knowledge and they have long experiences within the subject of forced 

marriage. They have provided knowledge and background information for the study. They 

have verified our view about the topic such as the difficulties of getting protection trough the 

law and the strong family bands within the family, which make the issue very complex. The 

women that the we managed to conduct an interview with, could provide a shared and 

realistic situation of women exposed to forced marriage, they could give their interpretation of 

the phenomenon on different levels and with different connection to the issue. 
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To summary the result we can conclude that even though the women have different 

interpretations or/and experiences and knowledge regarding the phenomenon, women who are 

forced into a marriage are subjected to gender inequality, abuse and they are living in fear for 

their families. To highlight this issue and to further educate social workers and employees in 

diverse help organizations would contribute to reach gender equality. The result is interesting 

partly because not much investigation of the issue has been conducted in Sweden, there is 

little research found concerning the women who are forced into marriage and their opinion 

around the subject. The findings of the similarities between the women’s situation and 

interpretation within the phenomenon, even though women are from different countries and 

are living in different cultures it is of great interest to the authors.  

 

We believe that the findings of the study are important to develop further because of the 

severity and the exposed situation the women are living in. It is of a great importance to 

highlight the issue of forced marriage for improving women’s wellbeing. We believe that the 

aim and research question were of relevance to the study and that they has been answered. 

The variety of the respondents background such as knowledge within the subject, own 

experiences, experiences from their family have provided a broad picture of different 

interpretation of the phenomenon, but it would have been interesting to have more interviews 

with the women who are involved in a forced marriage and to investigate different life 

destinies further.  

6.2 Discussion in relation to previous research and theory 

A radical feminist approach of interpreting and analyzing the result in this essay has provided 

a greater accuracy of the issue and a deeper understanding of the women’s situation. Further 

on a critical view of the patriarchal society has been provided and of the women’s exposure. 

Questioning of the women’s oppressed situation has arisen as well. 

 

When using radical feminist theory a more real and clear picture of the women’s situation can 

be presented when the focus have been on their own view of the issues and also the 

patriarchal  family structure. There is a possibility that other theories would have provided an 

interesting view as well. However, we believe that the theory chosen were a suitable choice 

for this study, since we with the use of this theory has seen the issue from the exposed 

women’s perspective. It would have been possible to apply other theories as well, such as role 

theory or social constructionist theory. Our idea from the very beginning was to conduct a 
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study with a focus on marginalized women’s experiences, thus a feministic theory seemed 

more suitable. The need of keeping the study within the area of social work was taken into 

consideration as well. 

 

Further on we believe that the concept of intersectionality would have been appropriate when 

dealing with issues concerning forced marriage. Intersectionality is a theory that has its focus 

on the nature of multiplies identities. Intersectionality discusses how different social, 

biological and cultural categories such as race, ethnicity, class, gender, age, religion and 

functionality contribute to social inequality. It is used as a tool in order to study different 

forms of discriminating power structures and how they work together in a society (Delos 

Reyes & Mulinari, 2005, pp. 14-20). It is claimed that factors such as ethnicity, gender, 

religious identity, mental health, and sexuality and immigration status must be taken into 

consideration when discussing the complexity around forced marriage (Gangoli et al, 2009 

(a), pp. 270-271). 

 

Despite the idea of using the concept of intersectionality, we thought it would be more 

suitable to apply the radical feministic theory since the focus of this theory emphasizes the 

patriarchal system within the family construction. The patriarchal family construction is 

common in families where forced marriage occur (Länsstyrelsen, 2007, p. 22). 

 

Earlier research has provided a good overview of the problematic of forced marriage and the 

measurements Swedish government has taken within the issue. Wikan and Schlytter are two 

names that have been repeatedly occurring in the earlier research material found regarding 

forced marriage and the honor culture. As mentioned earlier, the Swedish government has 

recently started to discuss arranged marriage and forced marriage as separate problematic 

terms (Nationellt centrum för kvinnofrid, 2010, p. 37). Further, on, the report presented by 

Ungdomsstyrelsen claimed that five percent of youth in Sweden between 16-25 years old 

experienced that they are not allowed to choose their partner for marriage (Ungdomsstyrelsen, 

2009:5). The results found from this study makes us believe that there is a great need of 

drastic interventions and a change in the Swedish law in order to combat this issue.  

 

6.3 Discussion of method 
Earlier research have provided more of a statistical overview of women who are at risk of 

forced marriage but little was found of the experiences of women who are in the situation. We 
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found the women’s experiences concerning forced marriage interesting and wanted to 

investigate this issue further. A qualitative method has been useful to get access to the 

respondents and give a real picture of the issues within the phenomenon and their experiences 

and interpretation. It was problematic into finding respondents that were willing to participate 

in the study and because the first group of participants chooses to not participate in the last 

minute because they were frightened of being exposed.  

Further the interview guide was not influenced by either earlier research or a radical feminism 

perspective which provided an understanding and challenges faced from the respondent’s 

perspective. By using this method, we have achieved to provide a good overview of the 

phenomenon of forced marriage from different perspectives. The relevance of the research 

question was of great importance to fulfill our aim. The difficulties within the chosen method 

have been to find respondents who could participate in an interview. The interview setting 

with the respondents occurred in secrecy of the women’s husbands and families but the 

women’s strong will of highlighting the problem provided a valid picture of the phenomenon. 

A desirable interview setting would have been if the women were in a safer environment and 

not in their own home, because of the possibility of being influenced of anxiety for possible 

consequences of their participation. 

If we had the possibility to achieve, a larger sampling with women who had been exposed to 

forced marriages, it may have produced a more accurate result and to go more in-depth of the 

women’s situation would have been preferable. The research result achieved provides a broad 

overview of the phenomenon and the problematic around the subject. The thesis has given the 

us great knowledge within the subject but also on a personal level, we have gotten a deeper 

understanding of the women’s experiences and oppressed situation while living in Sweden. 
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 The empirical material could perhaps have been larger in order to create a more valid result 

for example interviewing a focus group within the interest area. We are aware of that the 

interviews were conducted in Swedish and not in the respondents’ native language. This could 

contribute to that the meaning in some sentences has been lost, further that the text were 

translated to English could also be a limitation of the study.  

To support the result the usage of the hermeneutic circle have been of importance to combine 

the different parts and interpret them in order to understand the whole, go from pre-

understanding to understanding (Alvesson & Sköldberg, 2009, p. 104). An important aspect is 

also to be aware our own role as females brought up in a Swedish society and culture may 

influence the respondent’s attitude within the interview setting and could later affect the 

result. As well to listening, re-listening and ask new questions to the text in order to get a 

valid interpretation of the women’s experiences.  

6.4 Suggestion for further research 
We believe that the women’s suppressed situation while living in Sweden should be studied 

further. The follow up of immigrants whether they are adapting to the Swedish society or 

need more support would be useful in further research in order to protect the women. To 

investigate how women can reach a higher status within their culture and in the society in 

order to reach gender equality would also be an interesting topic. An interesting perspective of 

this subject to study further would be to investigate more in detail how the issue of forced 

marriage occurs in different cultures. We believe that through research, more knowledge of 

the issue can be very useful for improving the Swedish society to identify and prevent many 

cases of forced marriage in the future.  

 

We further believe that Sweden is moving forward when it comes to prevention work; effort 

is put on educating staff such as politicians, personnel in the social services, school personnel 

and others within the community in order to prevent cases of forced marriage to arise. 

However, we believe that much more research, resources and enforcement of new laws are 

needed in order to combat the growing issue of forced marriage within a Swedish context. 
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Appendices 

 

Appendix 1 Interview guide 

 

Interview guide 

 
The interviews begin with an explanation of the purpose of the study and ethical guidelines. 

 

1. Could you tell us about your background? 

 

2. How would you describe your experiences and/or your interpretations of the 

phenomenon of forced marriage? 

 

3. What is your experiences concerning possible consequence within forced marriage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


