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Across the globe, there has been an undoubtable evolution of the intimate 

bond between states and corporations. The impacts have been prolific: as 

state-corporate power increases, the social, economic and political wellbeing of 

populations and ecosystems has degenerated greatly in many areas. Political 

repression has ensued across regions of resistance. Whilst wealth has increased 

for a minority elite, violent economic policies continue to inflict social, 

economic, emotional and political harms against some of the most powerless in 

society. Meanwhile, so-called ‘globalisation’ often imposes market totalisation: 

an essentially colonial dynamic to manage populations through the 

mechanisms of warfare. Indeed, we are increasingly seeing the militarization 

of police forces and borders, with armies patrolling the provinces of ‘world 

geoeconomics’: life is privatised and death is outsourced. 

In response to these shifts, the 2019 Annual Conference of the European 

Group for the Study of Deviance and Social Control wants to give voice to 

those who resist, and offer means to collaborate towards the collective 

construction of an insurrectional theory based on a variety of practical 

experiences. This is a chance to expand on a theory and practice which is 

based on the legitimate right to a dignified life. A theory to pull down the walls 

between discourses and struggles for justice, thus dissolving the divide 

between so-called ‘knowledge production’ and social organisation: it is always 

the latter what facilitates the former. We look forward to taking this 

opportunity to build activist and research agendas in this direction. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

En todo el mundo, el vínculo íntimo entre estado y mercado ha sufrido 

evidentes transformaciones a lo largo de las últimas décadas. Los efectos 

nocivos de ese cambio han afectado a una mayoría de la población mundial, a 

sus condiciones de vida y a sus entornos sociales y naturales. La represión 

política se extiende a todos los territorios en resistencia. La llamada 

globalización impone una totalización del mercado por medio de dinámicas 

esencialmente coloniales, de ahí que la gestión de las poblaciones tienda a 

emplear lógicas y métodos de guerra. Las policías hacen guerras locales, los 

ejércitos patrullan las provincias “geoeconómicas” del mundo, la vida se 

privatiza y la muerte se subcontrata.  

Por todas estas razones, la 47ª Conferencia del Grupo Europeo para el Estudio 

de la Desviación y el Control Social quiere dar voz a quienes resisten, con el 

objetivo último de construir colectivamente una teoría insurreccional basada 

en una suma de experiencias prácticas. Una teoría basada en el legítimo 

derecho a una vida digna. Una teoría para derribar los muros entre discursos 

y luchas por la justicia, eliminando la división entre la llamada “producción de 

conocimiento” y la organización social. Porque es siempre la segunda la que 

construye lo primero, y no al revés. 



Programme

Català 4

English 11

Contributions

Crimes of the Powerful WG 18

Prisons, Punishment, Detention WG 23

Social Harm WG 33

Fear & Looting in the Peripheries WG 42

Policing & Security WG 47

History, Arts & Philosophy WG 54

Special Sessions 58

Exhibitions 60

Thank you very much to (list of collaborators) 61

SPECIAL SESSIONS (open access & simultaneous translation) @ Main room

***

History, Arts & Philosophy WG @ Room 1 (main building - 1st floor)

Policing & Security WG @ Room 2 (main building - 1st floor)

Fear & Looting in the Peripheries WG @ Room 3 (main building - 1st floor)

Social Harm WG @ Arcadia School

Prisons, Punishment, Detention WG @ Social Movements’ Documentation Centre

Crimes of the Powerful WG @ Library (main building - ground floor)

***

Historical Memory Project – exhibition @ Main building - 1st floor

Struggles against imprisonment in Catalonia – exhibition @ Room 69 

***

Coffee breaks & lunches @ Room 69 



DIMECRES

4

‘SESSIONS
ESPECIALS’

SALA PRINCIPAL

Grup de treball
CRIMS DELS
PODEROSOS

Biblioteca

Grup de treball
PRESONS, CÀSTIG,

DETENCIÓ

Centre Documentació

Grup de treball
DANY SOCIAL

Escola Arcadia

Grup de treball
POR i SAQUEIG À
LES PERIFÉRIES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

Grup de treball
POLICIA i

SEGURETAT

Edif. principal 1ª planta

Grup de treball
PERSPECTIVES
HISTÓRIQUES i
FILOSÓFIQUES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

9:30 -10:00 Inscripcions

10:00 -11:30

traducció
simultània

HOLA 
Equip coordinador

BENVINGUDES a
la ROSA DE FOC
Modera: Can Batlló

La Ciutat Invisible
Comunitat vs.

consorcis

Genera
Una crítica feminista

del control urbà

Sindicato Mantero
colonialisme, racisme i

vida al carrer

Sindicat
d’Habitatge de

Vallcarca
 Lluites per l’habitatge

11:30 -12:00 Café @ sala 69

12:00 -14:00

traducció
simultània

Homenatge a
Roberto Bergalli

(per l’Iñaki Rivera)

DEBAT
COL·LECTIU:

PER A QUÉ SOM
AQUÍ?

Steve Tombs
Vicky Canning 
Beppe Mosconi
Deanna Dadusc

Maeve McMahon
Stratos Georgoulas

14:00 -15:30 Dinar @ sala 69

Presentació Expo PMH



15:30 -17:00
Dim 4

CRIM I DINERS (I)
Modera: S. Fletcher

Onur Ünlü & Zeynep
Kaptan

Crims financers al mercats
de capital, actors, accions i

regles

Santiago Wortman 
Responsabilitat penal

corporativa i sistemes de
gestió de la ‘compliance’

Sophie Serrano
El mercat de valors

filantròpic 

RESISTINT LA
VIOLENCIA PENAL i

CORPORATIVA
Modera: S. Santorso

Deborah Coles  &
Steve Tombs (INQUEST)

Veritat, justícia y
responsabilitat: desafiant
l’estat i el crim corporatiu 

Chloe Peacock
Empresonant ‘ rioters’: Cóm
naturalitzen i normalitzenl

l’empresonament els
funcionaris de la justícia
penal com a resposta a la

resistència política al Regne
Unit 

Michael J. Coyle
Resistir els danys estatals
corporatius eliminant-los

del llenguatge

SEXE, PERILL i DANY
SOCIAL: RESISTINT

LES LOGIQUES
CARCERALS 

Modera. S. Lamble

Alex Dymock & 
Robert Jago

Plaer en perill: poder
pastoral i la progressiva

criminalització del
‘chemsex’

Sarah Lamble
Resistint la lògica

carcerària als debats de les
polítiques penitenciària

trans (o per què els
abolicionistes haurien de

preocupar-se per la política
trans)

Tanya Serisier
Consens obligatori:

horitzons carceraris i
visions del sexe perillós dins
el discurs contemporani del

consens 

ELS ‘ALTRES’
EXPLOTABLES i

PRESCINDIBLES (1)
Modera: A. Forero

Alejandra Figueroa
Generització: subjecció i

coerció de la pobresa 

Iván Montemayor
Qui està netejant les

habitacions? Turisme i dany
social al treball

Claudia Mantovan
Polítiques locals contra la
població gitana i sinti: el

cas de Venècia 

POLICIES i VIGILATS:
TENSIONS,

EXPERIENCES i
ABUSOS

Modera: G. Papanicolaou

Fairleigh Gilmour
 Els impactes de la

descriminalització dels i les
treballadores del sexe trans i

no-binàries: Seguretat,
condicions laborales i

aplicació de la llei

Vincenzo Scalia
 Policia i desig a la ciutat:

abusos policials a Itàlia

Raphael Schlembach
Postals des d’Europa:

Agents de policia inflitrats
als moviments anarquistes

europeus 

GENEALOGIES, DEBATS
Modera: S. Georgoulas

Yoav Mehozay
L’esperit del control social:
una lectura teològica de la

criminologia positivista

Stratos Georgoulas
Els origins de la criminologia

radical: Èsquil i el ‘salt
prometeic’ 

Vincenzo Ruggiero
Necessita el públic la

criminologia?

17:00 -17:15 Café @ sala 69

17:15 -19:00
Dim 4

traducció
simultània

L’ACADEMIA
CRIMINAL

Modera: A. Beckmann

David Vila
‘Excepció laboral’ a

l’Universitat

Inés García 
(Plataforma Professorat

Associat UB)
 Lluita sindical

Renata Salecl
La il·lusió de

racionalitat al mercat
acadèmic 



DIJOUS

5
‘SESSIONS

ESPECIALS’

SALA PRINCIPAL

CRIMS DELS
PODEROSOS

Biblioteca

PRESONS, CÀSTIG,
DETENCIÓ

Centre Documentació

DANY SOCIAL

Escola Arcadia

POR i SAQUEIG À
LES PERIFÉRIES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

POLICIA i
SEGURETAT

Edif. principal 1ª planta

PERSPECTIVES
HISTÓRIQUES i
FILOSÓFIQUES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

10:00 -11:30 CRIM & DINERS (II)
Modera: L. White

Onur Ünlü & Taner Bulut
 La crisi financera de 2008 i
la racionalització de Richard

Fuld

Alex Simpson & Paul
McGuinness

Sorry to Bother You: una
al·legoria de la violència

corporativa tard-capitalista

PERSPECTIVES
FEMINISTES DE LA
PRESÒ i EL CÀSTIG

Modera: G. McNaull

Kirsten Gibson
Comprendre les experiències

post-penitenciaries de les
dones à Aotearoa (Nova

Zelanda)

Jodie Hodgson
Nenes abandonades i
justícia restaurativa:
alternatives al discurs

dominant

COMPETICIÓ,
DEREGULACIÓ i DANY

Modera:  S. Tombs

Anne Alvesalo
& Nea Peltoniemi

Desvetllant les trajectòries
de desregulació a la llei

finlandesa

Kate Tudor
Establint les condicions de

la competència:
Reposicionant l’estat

neoliberal al debat sobre el
frau

ELS ‘ALTRES’
EXPLOTABLES i

PRESCINDIBLES (2)
Modera: D. Jiménez

Markella Sitara
Polítiques d’infancia:

qüestions sobre la protecció
de ‘menors no acompanyats

sol·licitants d’asil’

Deanna Dadusc,
Eleni Dimou &

Pierpaolo Mudu
Ajuda sense control - la

criminalitzaciò de la
solidaritat amb els migrants

Jesús C. Aguerri 
& Daniel Jiménez

Governant mitjançant l’odi
(racista): per qué la millor
defensa (policial) és un bon

atac

TRANSFORMACIONS
DE LA POLICIA i EL
CONTROL SOCIAL 
Modera: P. Williams

Maryja Šupa
Desviació i resistència al

mon de les noves tecnologies  

Marta Venceslao
Dispositius d’assistència
social: el costat soft del
control i la vigilància

Roger Matthews
Nous temps, nous delictes:

notes sobre la
descomposició del sistema

de justícia penal

COLONIALITATS i
COLONIALISME
Modera: J. Moore

John Moore
De la llei a la no-llei, de
l’ordre al desordre, de la
justícia a l’injustícia: El

potencial insurreccional de
l’història colonial a la llei

penal

Alvise Sbraccia
Criminologies crítiques i

post-colonials: entrebancs
teórics i medodològics

Wayne Morrison
L’artista i el torturador:
escenes de resistència i

adaptació desde de Goya a
Jean Amery i els Chapman

Brothers

11:30 -12:00 Café @ sala 69

12:00 -13:45
Dij 5

traducció
simultània

DANYS A LA
FRONTERA

Vicky Canning
Génere, danys i

resistència 

Cristina Fdez-Bessa
La racionalitat

soberana de l’expulsió 

Tony Bunyan
La responsabilitat de la

UE per les morts al
Mediterrani 

Monish Bhatia
Abolir

l’empresonament de
migrants

Hibai Arbide
Lluites de base i

solidaritat política 

EXCLUSIÓ SOCIAL,
CÀSTIG i COMUNITAT 

DE LA PRESÓ
Modera: A.C. Piechestein

Gillian McNaull
El dilema del voluntari:

activitats de cures en règims
de dany

Francesca Vianello
Reformar la presó?

Escoltant les veus de presos
i preses

Camila Prando
Desaparició forçada de

persones a les presons
brasileres

Gabriela Gusis

RESPOSTES
FEMINISTES A LA VDG

Modera: I. Nafstad

Julia Downes
Aprendre dels llegats

feministes anticancerals al
Regne Unit: com serien les
respostes transformadores
de la justícia a la violència

de gènere?

Rebecca Stringer
Les dones són invencibles:
resistència a la violació i

culpa de la víctima legal a
la primera víctimologia

Greta Squire
L’Imperi contraataca:
explorant l’erosió de la

influència de les dones en
els estats postindustrials

d’Europa

VISES DE L'APARELL
DE POLICIA

Modera R. Wild

Artur Rubinat
Policia, estat i teoria

Olaf Arndt & Janneke
Schönenbach 

Patullant la realitat en
ascens de l'estat autoritari

Shirin Hirsch
Aldarulls, fotoperiodisme i
estat: un estudi de cas dels
disturbis de Moss Side à

1981

Perspectires de la violència 
a les presons federals de 

Buenos Aires



13:45 -15:30 Dinar @ sala 69

15:30 -17:00
Dij 5

CONENCTANT
COMUNITATS  EN
LLUITA AMB ELS

MOVIMENTS CONTRA
LA CATÀSTROFE

CLIMÀTICA 

Coordina: S. Fletcher

5 participants 
(per confirmar)

CÀSTIG i DROGUES
Modera: C. Fernández

Demetra Sorvatzioti
El model judicial de

tractament de les drogues
hauria de ser obligatori a

Europa 

My Lilja
Narratives d’ex-presos
politoxicòmans sobre la

desocupació

Deborah Scordo 
El neoliberalisme condemna

l’adicció com a fracàs
individual i no com a

questiò social derivada del
trauma, permitint així la

criminalització dels addictes

Maíra Rocha Machado
Empresonant a qualsevol

preu: El tràfic de drogues i
l'empresonament en el

raonament judicial brasiler

ESTAT, SOCIETAT i
RESISTÈNCIA

Modera: S. Tombs

Roy Coleman
Danys socials com la

morbiditat i el malestar 

Joe Greener, Emily Hart &
Rich Moth

Resistir l’Estat punitiu:
crisis de reproducció social i

l’enfocament ‘integrador-
transicional’ com a

estratègia de transformació

Ida Nafstad
Resistir a la producció

social de la societat
paral·lela 

Katja Simončič
Reduir els danys que

resulten de les pràctiques
normalitzades a la societat

contemporània

AÏLLAMENT i UNITATS
ESPECIALS A LES

PRESONS EUROPEES *
Modera: Chantraine & Rua

Gilles Chantraine
cossos i ànimes a 

les "unitats d'avaluació de la 
radicalització" (Francia)

Marte Rua

Irídia - Centre per la
Defensa dels Drets Humans

CANVIS EN LA
MAQUINÀRIA D'ORDRE

Modera: D. Jiménez

Aidan O’Sullivan
La violència a Amèrica del
Nord i la seva relació amb
la brutalitat de la policia

Sarah Van Praet 
 Intentar canviar les

pràctiques de la policia des
de dins: una investigació-
acció sobre mecanismes

problemàtics de selectivitat
policial

Richard Wild
L’impacte del

neoliberalisme i la nova
gestió pública sobre la

policia britànica

17:00 -17:15 Café @ sala 69 

17:15 -19:45
Dij 5

ASSEMBLEA
GENERAL

19:00 -20:30

in English

CATALONIA AND
THE POLITICS
OF STRUGGLE 

Chair: David Whyte

Ignasi Bernat
Postfascism

Dani Jiménez
Franco inside the trials

Benet Salellas 
The problem of civil

obedience
Mireia Vehí 

Confronting the
Spanish state

Maria Gordillo
Feminist perspectives 

Eunice Romero 
Anti-racist struggle 

Governant 

Camins per a l’abolició del 
tancament solitari. 

Experiències de lluites a 
Catalunya

Coneixement per al canvi: 
comprendre la producció de 
confinaments solitaris a 
partir de casos d'expedient i 
de la vida quotidiana a les 
presons de Noruega



DIVENDRES

6
‘SESSIONS

ESPECIALS’

SALA PRINCIPAL

CRIMS DELS
PODEROSOS

Biblioteca

PRESONS, CÀSTIG,
DETENCIÓ

Centre Documentació

DANY SOCIAL

Escola Arcadia

POR i SAQUEIG À
LES PERIFÉRIES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

POLICIA i
SEGURETAT

Edif. principal 1ª planta

PERSPECTIVES
HISTÓRIQUES i
FILOSÓFIQUES 

Edif. principal 1ª planta

10:00 -11:30
ASSASSINAT SOCIAL I

NECRO-NEGOCI
Modera: I. Montemayor

Steve Tombs
Grenfell i els asassins

absents: Whirlpool i l'estat
britànic

Samantha Fletcher & Will
McGowan

Austeritat a les tombes:
Situant l'Estat dins les
Pràctiques Industrials

Funeràries del Regne Unit

MÉS ENLLÀ DEL 
CÀSTIG 

Modera: T. Platt

Jon Burnett
Treballar per la repressió:

treball captiu Al complex de
detenció d'immigrants del

Regne Unit

Maeve McMahon
Pena sense càrrec: una

crítica de la llei d’extradició
de Canadà i les seves

conseqüències en el cas
d'Hassan Diab

Carlos Fernández
Transformar la pena

neoliberal des de l'exterior:
una aproximació a les

potencialitats de la renda
bàsica universal

RESPOSTES
INSTITUTIONALS i

VIOLÉNCIA CONTRA
LA INFÀNCIA i LA

JOVENTUT
Modera: C. Pantazis

Kym Atkinson
Violència sexual al campus:

una exploració de les
respostes institucionals 

Kayla Stewart
Examinar la prevalença de

la violència sexual a la
universitat de Nova Zelanda
i repensar les estadístiques

de violència sexual

Christina Pantazis
Mutilació genital femenina

al Regne Unit: On es
produeix el dany?

SAQUEIG, REFUGIS i
‘ACUMULACIÒ COM

SEMPRE’
Modera: A. Simpson

Jose Atiles
L’illa que desapareix:

economia del refugi fiscal,
financerització i crisi

econòmica a Puerto Rico

Dan Beizsley
Finançament de les

infraestructures com a
questiò criminològica: el
suport del Banc Europeu
d'Inversions al projecte

Castor

Flor Maldonado
Contraban humà de

criminalitat econòmica: una
anàlisi des de la perspectiva

de la criminologia
llatinoamericana dels drets

humans

DEFENSANT
L'ESTABLERT

Modera: B. Mosconi

Beppe Mosconi
El conte de fades cruel.

Seguretat i immigració en la
recent legislació italiana

Rossella Selmini
De la criminalització del

desordre urbà a la
criminalització de la

dissidència política: la
funció latent de les lleis de
seguretat urbana a Itàlia i

Espanya

Georgios Papanicolaou
 La policia grega des d'una

perspectiva de drets
humans: una avaluació

MEMÒRIES &
RESISTÈNCIES
Modera: R. Seoighe

Marcia Esparza
Recordar la guerra freda

d'Amèrica Llatina a la ciutat
de Nova York: resistència i

mites

Rachel Seoighe
Recordar Mullivaikal:
memòria, resiliència i

narrativització de l’atrocitat
a la diàspora tàmil de

Londres

Matjaz Jager
Resistència, compromís i

migració interior

11:30 -11:45 Café @ sala 69 

11:45 -13:15
Div 6

traducció
simultània

ELS DANYS DEL
CÀSTIG.

DISCUTINT   LA  
PRESÒ,

L’INCARCERACIÓ
MASSIVA i

L’ABOLICIONISME
Modera: S. Santorso 

Tony Platt 
Més enllà del murs

Joe Sim 
Les presons britàniques

Michael J Coyle
Abolir la criminologia

Demetra Sorvatzioti
Emily L. Hart 

ORGANITZANT
RESISTÈNCIES
Modera: D. Whyte

Valeria Vegh Weis
Un enfocament impulsat per
les víctimes per enfrontar els

crims dels poderosos

Hanna Malik
Llarg camí cap a la

resistència – La vaga de
treballadors migrants

Dave Whyte 
La Corporació Ecocida

Anna Di Ronco
Representacions de protesta

ambiental online i offline

VIOLÈNCIA DE
GÈNERE (VDG)

Modera: K. Simončič

Sara Skoog-Waller &
Sofia Wikman

Mesurar les diferències de
gènere en l’exposició a

l’abús domèstic a Suècia -
control coercitiu, impacte de
la violència i evoluciò dels

patrons

Christina Ericson
Trieu-vos de parar:

experiències de llançar una
línia telefònica per als
autors de la violència
domèstica a Suècia

TOTALITARISME,
DANY SOCIAL i

PERSECUCIÒ DEL
CRIM  ESTATAL-

CORPORATIU
Modera: Dan Beizsley

Roxana Pessoa
Danys estatals-corporatius,

fronteres i naixement del
neoliberalisme autoritari al

Brasil

Marília de Nardin Budó
Resistir a la invisibilitat dels
danys socials produïts per la
indústria minera al Brasil:
un estudi del col·lapse de la

presa a Mariana i
Brumadinho (MG)

ESTAT, GUERRA, CRIM,
TECNOLOGIA

Modera: A. Rubinat

Teresa Degenhardt
Redistribució d'estudis de
control social en el context
de la tecnologitzaciò de les

pràctiques de seguretat

Vasja Badalič
Els humans, els sistemes

d’armes autònoms i l’assalt
contra principis clau del

dret internacional
humanitari

Daniel Burrows 
Cap a una criminologia

cultural crítica de l'estat (en
guerra)



Ola Kattoura
Violència contra dones

palestines àrabs a Israel

Marina Quezado
El processament penal d’alts

funcionaris públics:
l’eliminació del privilegi

dels tribunals hauria de ser
una de les estratègies per a

la seva criminalització?

13:15 -14:45 Dinar @ sala 69

14:45 -16:30
Div 6

traducció
simultània

REPRESSIÓ
POLÍTICA,
EXCEPCIÓ,

POSTFASCISMES
Modera: 

R. Stroppa (Sirecovi)

Christophe
Marchand

&  Sibel Top
Les euroordres de
detenció contra

Puigdemont 

Colze a Colze
Guerra contra
l’anarquisme

Col·lectiu Clivella
La lluita (permanent)

dels i les preses
‘socials’

Jorge del Cura
Tortura: resistint la
cadena d’impunitat

MIRADES CRÍTIQUES A
LA PRESÓ i EL CÀSTIG 

Modera: D. Scordo

Fabio Riciardi
Etnografia en un context de

presó, reflexions
metodològiques

Liv S. Gaborit,
‘No són imatges boniques’:

explorant el paper del
reconeixement entre ex-

presoners polítics a
Myanmar mitjançant la

fotografia

Claudio Ibarra
Joventut captiva en una
presó per a adolescents

infractors a Xile

Vitor S. Dieter
Contrahegemonia de les

bandes: el PCC, els
"delinqüents" i el sistema

penitenciari

DANY SOCIAL,
MARGINALITAT i

RESPOSTES
Modera: V. Cooper

Vickie Cooper
Expulsió y desplaçament
coercitiu: organitzant la
població ‘fora de zona’ 

Louisa Choe
Desallotjar la meva

infància: la supervivència
d’adolescents davant una

vivenda inaccessible a Nova
Zelanda

Lucile Franz 
Itinerari institucional de la

desviació; entre
acompanyament social i

càstig

REPENSANT EL
CÀSTIG, RESISTINT A

LES PRESONS [*]
Modera: F. Vianello

Marcos Cané & 
Ana Clara Piechestein
Demagògia punitiva i
resistències polítiques:

repertoris i dinàmiques ‘més
enllà dels murs’, ‘tot i els

murs’, ‘integrades malgrat
els murs’ o ‘que transvasen

murs’

Marco Nocente
Més enllà de la carrera

carcerària. Anàlisi de cartes
des de les presons italianes

Ana Gabriela Braga 
Jugant per temps a la presó

Cristina Zackseski 
Polseres i botons: univers  
dels dispositius de control  
electrònic  a  l'Argentina

INVESTIGACIÓ
POLICIAL CRÍTICA EN

ACCIÓ
Modera: T. Degenhart

Joanna Gilmore
‘No es permetrà cap

publicació de la investigació
sense l'aprovació prèvia’:
un anàlisi crític del treball

‘associat’ de policia i
acadèmia

Vicki Sentas
L'abolició de la policia i la

universitat

Patrick Williams
Ser dins la matriu i estar

vigilat

16:30 -16:45 Café @ sala 69 

16:45 -18:30
Div 6

traducció
simultània

ASSETJANT A LA
POLICIA:

POLÍTIQUES DE
SEGURETAT  DES

DE LES
ESQUERRRES

Modera: 
G. Papanicolaou

Jesús Rodríguez 
(La Directa)  

Forces policials i
clavegueres polítiques

Laia Serra



18:30

(Comissió de defensa
del col·legi d'advocats

de Barcelona)
Enfrontant la injustícia

de gènere

Ainhoa N. Douhaibi
(Assembl. Antirracista)

El deliri de la
radicalització.

Securitització de la
tradició musulmana

César Manzanos
(Salhaketa Araba)

Seguretat social vs.
Ordre criminal: Els
límits de la política

+ 
Adéu :)

20:00 – Sopar @ CASINET D'HOSTAFRANCS  (Carrer Rector Triadó, 53, Sants)

COORDS. Ale Forero
& Dani Jiménez

Samantha Fletcher Simone Santorso Christina Pantazis
& Simon Pemberton

Ale Forero
Dani Jiménez
Ignasi Bernat
& Rita Faria

Georgios Papanicolau Stratos Georgoulas

[*] = Presons, Cástig, Detenció @ Edif. principal 1ª planta



WEDNESDAY

4
‘SPECIAL
SESSIONS’

MAIN ROOM

CRIMES OF THE
POWERFUL

WG

@ Library

PRISON,
PUNISHMENT,
DETENTION

WG

@ Documentation Centre

SOCIAL HARM
WG

@ Arcadia School

FEAR&LOOTING IN
THE PERIPHERIES

WG

@ Main building 1st floor

POLICING &
SECURITY

WG

@ Main building 1st floor

HISTORY, ARTS &
PHILOSOPHY 

WG

@ Main building 1st floor

9:30 -10:00 Registration 

10:00 -11:30

simultaneous
translation

HELLO 
EG Coord. Team

WELCOME to 
the ROSE OF FIRE

Chair: Can Batlló

La Ciutat Invisible
Community vs.

consortia

Genera
A feminist approach to

urban control

Sindicato Mantero
Colonialism, racism,

and street life

Sindicat
d’Habitatge de

Vallcarca
Struggles for housing

11:30 -12:00 Café Break: room 69

12:00 -14:00

simultaneous
translation

Tribute to Roberto
Bergalli by I. Rivera

COLLECTIVE
DEBATE:

WHAT ARE WE
HERE FOR?

Steve Tombs
Vicky Canning
Beppe Mosconi
Deanna Dadusc

Maeve McMahon
Stratos Georgoulas

HMP Exhibition - opening



14:00 -15:30 Lunch: room 69

15:30 -17:00
Wed 4

CRIME & MONEY (I)
chair: S. Fletcher

Onur Ünlü & Zeynep
Kaptan

Financial crimes in capital
markets, actors actions and

rules

Santiago Wortman 
Corporate criminal liability

and compliance management
systems

Sophie Serrano
The Philanthropic Stock

Exchange

RESISTING PENAL AND
CORPORATE
VIOLENCE

chair: S. Santorso

Deborah Coles  &
Steve Tombs (INQUEST)

Truth, Justice and
Accountability: challenging
state and corporate killing

Chloe Peacock
Imprisoning ‘the rioters’:

How criminal justice
practitioners naturalise and
normalise imprisonment as

a response to political
resistance in the UK 

Michael J. Coyle
Resisting State-Corporate
Harms by Abolishing them

in Language

SEX, DANGER AND
SOCIAL HARM:

RESISTING CARCERAL
LOGICS

chair. S. Lamble

Alex Dymock & 
Robert Jago

Pleasure in danger: pastoral
power and the creeping

criminalisation of chemsex

Sarah Lamble
Resisting Carceral Logics in

the Trans Prison Policy
Debates (Or why

abolitionists should care
about trans politics)

Tanya Serisier
Mandating Consent:

Carceral horizons and
visions of dangerous sex in

contemporary consent
discourse

THE EXPLOITABLE
AND EXPENDABLE

“OTHERS” (1)
chair: A. Forero

Alejandra Figueroa 
Gendering: subjection and

coercion of/in poverty

Iván Montemayor
Who is cleaning the rooms?

Tourism and work-based
social harm

Claudia Mantovan
Contested local policies for
Roma and Sinti people: the

case of Venice

THE POLICE AND THE
POLICED: TENSIONS,

EXPERIENCES, ABUSES
chair: G. Papanicolaou

Fairleigh Gilmour
 The impacts of

decriminalization for trans
and non-binary sex workers:
Safety, work conditions and

law enforcement

Vincenzo Scalia
 Police and desire in the

city: police abuses in Italy

Raphael Schlembach
Postcards from Europe:
British police officers

undercover in European
anarchist movements

GENEALOGIES,
DEBATES

chair: S. Georgoulas

Yoav Mehozay
The Spirit of Social Control:

A theological reading of
positivist criminology

Stratos Georgoulas
The origins of radical

criminology: Aeschylus’
“Prometheus Bound”

Vincenzo Ruggiero
Does the public need

criminology?

17:00 -17:15 Café Break: room 69

17:15 -18:45
Wed 4

simultaneous
translation

THE 
ACADEMIC
CRIMINAL

Chair: A. Beckmann

David Vila
Labour exception in the

University

Inés García 
(Plataforma de Prof.

Associat UB)
Union struggles 

Renata Salecl
The illusion of

rationality in the
Academic Market



THURSDAY

5

‘SPECIAL
SESSIONS’

MAIN ROOM

CRIMES OF THE
POWERFUL

@ Library

PRISON,
PUNISHMENT,
DETENTION

@ Documentation Centre

SOCIAL HARM

@ Arcadia School

FEAR&LOOTING IN
THE PERIPHERIES

@ Main building 1st floor

POLICING &
SECURITY

@ Main building 1st floor

HISTORY, ARTS &
PHILOSOPHY 

@ Main building 1st floor

10:00 -11:30 CRIME & MONEY (II)
chair: L. White

Onur Ünlü & Taner Bulut
 2008 Financial crisis and

Richard Fuld’s
Rationalizations

Alex Simpson & 
Paul McGuinness

Sorry to Bother You: An
allegory of late-capitalist

corporate violence

FEMINIST
PERSPECTIVES ON

PRISON AND
PUNISHMENT

chair: G. McNaull

Kirsten Gibson
Understanding women’s

post-prison experiences in
New Zealand Aotearoa

Jodie Hodgson
Forsaken Girls Restorative

Justice: Alternative accounts
to dominant discourse

COMPETITION,
DEREGULATION AND

HARM
chair: S. Tombs

Anne Alvesalo
& Nea Peltoniemi

Uncovering the trajectories
of deregulation in Finnish

legislation

Kate Tudor
Setting the Conditions of

Competition: Repositioning
the neoliberal state in the

fraud debate

THE EXPLOITABLE
AND EXPENDABLE

“OTHERS” (2)
chair: D. Jiménez

Markella Sitara
The politics of childhood:
Issues on the protection of

the Unaccompanied Asylum
Seeking minors (UASCs)

Deanna Dadusc,
Eleni Dimou &

Pierpaolo Mudu
Care without control  - The
criminalisation of migrants’

solidarity

Jesús C. Aguerri 
& Daniel Jiménez

Governing through (racist)
hate: why the best (police)
defense is a good attack

TRANSFORMATIONS
OF POLICING AND
SOCIAL CONTROL

chair: P. Williams

Maryja Šupa
 Deviance and resistance on

the edge of emerging
technologies

Marta Venceslao 
Social assistance devices:
the soft side of control and

surveillance

Roger Matthews
New Times, New Crimes:

Notes on the Depillarisation
of the Criminal Justice

System 

COLONIALITIES.
ANTICOLONIALISM

chair: J. Moore

John Moore
From law to lawlessness,

from order to disorder, from
justice to injustice: The

insurrectional potential of
colonial history in the penal

law curriculum

Alvise Sbraccia
Critical and post-colonial
criminologies: theoretical

and methodological
encounters

Wayne Morrison
The artist and the torturer:

scenes of resistance and
accommodation from Goya
through Jean Amery to the

Chapman Brothers

11:30 -12:00 Café Break: room 69

12:00 -13:45
Thu 5

simultaneous
translation

HARM AT THE
BORDER

Chair: V. Canning

Vicky Canning
Gendered harms &

resistance

Cristina Fernández-
Bessa

The sovereign rationale
of expulsion

Tony Bunyan
EU accountability for

deaths in the
Mediterranean

Monish Bhatia
Immigration detention

abolition

SOCIAL EXCLUSION,
PUNISHMENT AND THE
PRISON COMMUNITY

chair: A.C. Piechestein

Gillian McNaull
The voluntary sector

dilemma: delivering life-
supporting activity in

regimes of harm

Francesca Vianello
Reforming jail? Listening to

the prisoners’ voice

Camila Prando
The forced disappearance of
people in Brazilian prisons

FEMINIST RESPONSES
TO GBV

chair: I. Nafstad

Julia Downes
Learning from UK anti-

carceral feminist legacies:
What could transformative

justice responses to
gendered violence look like?

Rebecca Stringer
Women Are Invincible: Rape
resistance and legal victim
blame in early victimology

Greta Squire
The Empire Strikes Back: An
exploration of the erosion of

women's influence within
post-industrial States across

Europe

FACES OF THE POLICE
APPARATUS
chair: R. Wild

Artur Rubinat
Police, state, and theory

Olaf Arndt & 
Janneke Schönenbach 

Policing reality on the rise
of the authoritarian state

Shirin Hirsch
Riots, photojournalism and
the state: a case study of the

1981 Moss Side riots

Gabriela Gusis 
Perspectives of violence in 
Buenos Aires federal 
prisons



Hibai Arbide
Grassroot struggles

and  political solidarity

13:45 -15:30 Lunch: room 69

15:30 -17:00
Thu 5

CONNECTING
COMMONALITIES

BETWEEN VARIOUS
SETS OF STRUGGLES

WITH THE
MOVEMENT(S) TO

ADDRESS CLIMATE
CATASTROPHE

Coord. & chair: S. Fletcher

Coord.: S. Fletcher

5 participants 
(tbc)

PUNISHMENT & DRUGS 
chair: C. Fernández-Abad

Demetra Sorvatzioti
The Drug Treatment Courts’
model should be a European

mandate

My Lilja
Formerly imprisoned

polydrug users’ narratives
about unemployment

Deborah Scordo 
Neoliberalism condemns

addiction as an individual
failing rather than a social

issue born from trauma,
making it acceptable to

criminalise addicts

Maíra Rocha Machado
Incarcerating at any cost: 

Drug trafficking and
imprisonment in Brazilian

court reasoning

STATE, SOCIETY &
RESISTANCE
chair: S. Tombs

Roy Coleman
Social harm as morbidity

and malaise 

Joe Greener, Emily Hart 
& Rich Moth

Resisting the Punitive State:
Crises of social

reproduction and the
‘integrative-transitional’

approach as a strategy for
transformation

Ida Nafstad
Resisting the social

production of parallel
society 

Katja Simončič
Reducing harm that results

from normalized practices of
contemporary society

SOLITARY
CONFINEMENT AND

SPECIAL UNITS IN
EUROPEAN PRISONS [*]
chair: Chantraine & Rua
 

Gilles Chantraine

Marte Rua

Iridia - Centre per la
Defensa dels Drets Humans

CHANGE IN THE
MACHINERY OF

ORDER
chair: D. Jiménez

Aidan O’Sullivan
Swatting in North America

and its relationship to police
brutality

Sarah Van Praet 
 Trying to change police
practices from within: An

action-research on
problematic mechanisms of

police selectivity

Richard Wild
The impact of neoliberalism
and new public management

on British policing

17:00 -17:15 Café Break: room 69

17:15 -18:45
Thu 5 AGM

19:00 -20:30

in English

CATALONIA AND
THE POLITICS
OF STRUGGLE 
Chair: David Whyte

Ignasi Bernat
Postfascism

Dani Jiménez
Franco inside the trials

Benet Salellas 
The problem of civil

obedience
Mireia Vehí 

Confronting the Spanish
state

Maria Gordillo
Feminist perspectives 
Eunice Romero 
Anti-racist struggle 

Governing bodies and souls 
in "radicalization assessment 
units" (France)

  
Knowledge for change: 
Understanding the 
production of solitary 
confinement from case files 
and everyday life in 
Norwegian prisons

Paths for the abolition of 
solitary confinement. 

Experiences from struggles 
in Catalonia



FRIDAY

6
‘SPECIAL
SESSIONS’

MAIN ROOM

CRIMES OF THE
POWERFUL

@ Library

PRISON,
PUNISHMENT,
DETENTION

@ Documentation Centre

SOCIAL HARM

@ Arcadia School

FEAR&LOOTING IN
THE PERIPHERIES

@ Main building 1st floor

POLICING &
SECURITY

@ Main building 1st floor

HISTORY, ARTS &
PHILOSOPHY 

@ Main building 1st floor

10:00 -11:30 SOCIAL MURDER &
NECRO-BUSINESS
chair: I. Montemayor

Steve Tombs
Grenfell and the missing

killers: Whirlpool and the
British state

Samantha Fletcher 
& Will McGowan

Grave Austerity: Locating
the state within UK funeral

industry practices

BEYOND PUNISHMENT 
chair: T. Platt

Jon Burnett
Working for the clampdown:

captive labour in the UK
immigration detention estate

Maeve McMahon
Punishment without charge:

A critique of Canadian
Extradition Law and

consequences in the case of
Hassan Diab

Carlos Fernández
Transforming the neoliberal
penalty from the outside: an

approach to the
potentialities of the

universal basic income

INSTITUTIONAL
RESPONSES AND

VIOLENCE AGAINST
CHILDREN AND YOUNG

ADULTS
chair: C. Pantazis

Kym Atkinson
Sexual violence on campus:

An exploration of
institutional responses 

Kayla Stewart
Examining the prevalence of

sexual violence at a New
Zealand university and

rethinking sexual violence
statistics l

Christina Pantazis
UK FGM-Safeguarding:
Where’s the harm in it?

LOOTING, HAVENS &
‘ACCUMULATION AS

USUAL’
chair: A. Simpsom

Jose Atiles
Vanishing Island: tax-

heaven economy,
financialization and the
Puerto Rico’s economic

crisis

Dan Beizsley
Infrastructure finance as a
criminological concern:
unravelling European

Investment Bank support for
the Castor Project

Flor Maldonado
Human smuggling from

economic criminality: an
analysis from a Latin
American criminology

perspective of human rights

DEFENDING THE
ESTABLISHED
chair: B. Mosconi

Beppe Mosconi
 The cruel fairy tale.

Security and immigration in
the recent Italian legislation

Rossella Selmini
From criminalization of

urban disorder to
criminalization of political
dissent:  the latent function
of urban safety laws in Italy

and Spain

Georgios Papanicolaou
 The greek police from a

human rights perspective:
an assessment

MEMORIES &
RESISTANCES
chair: R Seoighe

Marcia Esparza
Remembering Cold War

Latin America in New York
City: Resistance and Myths

Rachel Seoighe
Remembering Mullivaikal:
memory, resilience and the

narrativisation of atrocity in
the London Tamil diaspora

Matjaz Jager
Resistance, compromise and

inner emigration

11:30 -11:45 Café Break: room 69

11:45 -13:15
Fri 6

simultaneous
translation

THE HARM OF
PUNISHMENT.
DISCUSSING
PRISON  ,   MASS  

INCARCERATION
&   ABOLITIONISM  
Chair: S. Santorso 

Tony Platt
Beyond these alls

Joe Sim
British Prisons

Michael J. Coyle
Abolish Criminology 

Discussants:

Demetra Sorvatzioti
Emily L. Hart

ORGANISING
RESISTANCES
chair: D. Whyte

Valeria Vegh Weis
A victim-driven approach to

confront crimes of the
powerful

Hanna Malik
Long path to resistance –
Migrant workers on strike

Dave Whyte 
The ecocidal corporation

Anna Di Ronco
Representations of

environmental protest online
and offline

GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE (GBV)
chair: K. Simončič

Sara Skoog,Waller 
&  Sofia Wikman
Measuring gender

differences in exposure to
domestic abuse in Sweden –
taking account of coercive
control, impact of violence

and patterns over time

Christina Ericson
Choose to Stop –

Experiences from launching
a phoneline for perpetrators

of domestic violence in
Sweden

Ola Kattoura
Violence against Arab

TOTALITARIANISM,
SOCIAL HARM &

STATE-CORPORATE
CRIME PROSECUTION

chair: D. Beizsley

Roxana Pessoa
State-corporate harms,

bordering and the rise of
authoritarian neoliberalism

in Brazil

Marília de Nardin Budó
Resisting the invisibility of
social harms produced by

mining industry in Brazil: a
study of dam collapses in
Mariana and Brumadinho

Marina Quezado
The criminal prosecution of

STATE, WAR, CRIME,
TECHNOLOGY
chair: A. Rubinat

Teresa Degenhardt
Redeploying studies of

social control within the
context of technologization

of security practices

Vasja Badalič
Humans, autonomous

weapons systems & the
assault on key principles of
international humanitarian

law

Daniel Burrows 
Towards a critical cultural
criminology of the state (in

war)



Palestinian women in Israel high public officials: Should
the elimination of the

privilege of court be among
the strategies for their

criminalisation?

13:15 -14:45 Lunch: room 69

14:45 -16:30
Fri 6

simultaneous
translation

POLITICAL
REPRESSION,
EXCEPTION,

POSTFASCISMS
Chair:

R. Stroppa (Sirecovi)

Christophe
Marchand

&  Sibel Top
The European Arrest

Warrants against
Puigdemont in light of

the political offence
exemption

Col. Colze a Colze
The war on anarchism

Col. Clivella
The (permanent)

struggle of ‘social’
prisoners

Jorge del Cura 
Against Torture:

resisting the chain of
impunity

CRITICAL GAZES ON
PRISON AND

PUNISHMENT
chair: D. Scordo

Fabio Riciardi
Ethnography in a prison
context, methodological

reflections

Liv S. Gaborit,
“These are not beautiful
pictures” – exploring the
role of recognition among

former political prisoners in
Myanmar through

photography

Claudio Ibarra
Captive Youth in a Prison
for juvenile offenders in

Chile

Vitor S. Dieter
Gang counter-hegemony:
The PCC, ‘criminals’ and

the prison system

SOCIAL HARM, SOCIAL
MARGINALITY AND

RESPONSES
chair: V. Cooper

Vickie Cooper
Banishment and coercive
displacement: Organising

people 'Out of Area' 

Louisa Choe
Evicting my childhood:
adolescents’ survival of

unaffordable housing in New
Zealand

Lucile Franz
Institutional itinerary of

deviation; between social
accompaniment and

punishment

RETHINKING
PUNISHMENT,

RESISTING PRISONS  [*]
chair: F. Vianello

Marcos Cané & 
Ana C. Piechestein

Punitive demagogy and
political resistance:

repertoires and dynamics
"beyond the walls", "in spite

of the walls", "integrated
despite the walls" or "across

the walls"

Marco Nocente
Beyond the prison career. An

analysis of letters from
Italian prisons

Ana Gabriela Braga 
Playing for time in prison

Cristina Zackseski
Bracelets and Buttons: the 

universe of electronic 
monitoring devices for 
prisoners in Argentina

CRITICAL POLICING
RESEARCH IN ACTION

chair: T. Degenhart

Joanna Gilmore
‘No publication of the

research will be permitted
without prior approval’: A
critical analysis of police-

academic ‘partnership’
working 

Vicki Sentas
Police abolition and the

university

Patrick Williams
On being matrixed and

being policed

16:30 -16:45 Café Break: room 69

16:45 -18:30
Fri 6

simultaneous
translation

BESIEGING THE
POLICE:

SECURITY
POLICIES FROM

THE LEFT(S)
Chair:

G. Papanicolaou

Jesús Rodríguez
Police forces and
political sewers

Laia Serra
Facing gender-based



18:30

injustice  

Ainhoa N. Douhaibi
The delirium of
radicalisation.

Securitisation of
muslim tradition 

César Manzanos
Social security vs.

criminal order(s): The
limits of politics

+
Short goodbye :)

20:00 - Conference Dinner @ CASINET D'HOSTAFRANCS  (Carrer Rector Triadó, 53, Sants)

COORDS. Ale Forero
& Dani Jiménez

Samantha Fletcher Simone Santorso Christina Pantazis
& Simon Pemberton

Ale Forero
Dani Jiménez
Ignasi Bernat
& Rita Faria

Georgios Papanicolaou Stratos Georgoulas

[*] = Prison, Punishment, Detention WG @ Main building 1st floor



CRIMES OF THE POWERFUL WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
CRIME & MONEY (I) 
Chair: Samantha Fletcher

FINANCIAL CRIMES IN CAPITAL MARKETS, ACTORS ACTIONS AND RULES 

Onur Ünlü

Yalova University, TU. onurunlu323@gmail.com 

Zeynep Kaptan

Yalova University, TU. zeynepkaptan12@gmail.com 

During the 1980s and 1990s, the overall size and profitability of the financial system grew as deregulation unleashed 

financial innovation and reorganization at U.S. (Carruthers & Kim, 2011). This pattern, of course with some differences, is 

also relevant for Turkey (Soydemir & Akyüz, 2016). Carruthers & Kim (2011) within their study which tries to frame of the 

sociology of this financial World, point out that finance involves an interconnected set of four elements: actors, actions, 

contexts for action, and rules governing action. As one of those four elements actions are governed by formal and informal 

rules, set both privately and publicly. As a source for the formal rules, Capital Markets Board of Turkey (CMB) is the 

regulatory and supervisory authority in charge of the securities markets in Turkey. Empowered by the Capital Markets Law 

(CML), which was enacted in 1981. CMB’s the major objective is to take the necessary measures for fostering the 

development of capital markets, and hence to contribute to the efficient allocation of financial resources in the country while 

ensuring investor protection (Capital Markets Board of Turkey, 2019). In order to protect investors CMB also has some 

instruments such as making an allegation, administrative fines and other enforcements (like transaction prohibition, short sell 

prohibitions). It is possible to follow those instruments by CMB’ bulletins. 

In this study, CMB’S those instruments are studied. The aim of this study is twofold to identify (1) actors & actions who are 

subjects of those punishments, and (2) the intensity and frequency of the violations of rules. In this regard this is a 

exploratory study. To realize those aims a data set created by means of CMB’S Bulletins which are published between 

17.05.2018 – 20.01.2012. At the end of data creation process, 2331 actions are identified which are subject of CMB’s 

penalties. Data analysis process continues. By means of this data set, following points will be shared at conference. 

(1) Number of individual and organizational actors

(2) Intensity of specific actions

(3) intensity and frequency of the violations of rules

(4) in order to discuss deterrence of instruments, frequency of rule violation of actors. 

This is an ongoing study. The aim of this study is not just composed of creating a data stack and sharing frequencies and 

intensities; our aim is to identify patterns within this data set. By means of those patterns we will conduct next phases of our 

research. Targeted patterns are nature of actions, networks of actors, and the discussion the authority of CMB as regulatory 

and supervisory organization within those capital markets.   

As taking into consideration the central role of the institution of the economy ant this role’s potential to create anomie 

(Messner, Thome, & Rosenfeld, 2008), capital markets has also important part in this role. It is possible to see the reflection 

of this part, with CMB’s irremediably effort to publish new communiques to regulate this field (Bourdieu, 1992/1997). In 

despite of CMB’s those efforts actors may write their own doxa (rules) and act towards their own illusio (interest) (Bourdieu 

& Wacquant, 2003). To answer these questionable points, this study is the first step. At this point we are also aware of the 

challenges as Harrington (2012) points out: as a result, the lines between legal and illegal acts, criminals and honest dealers, 

become dangerously blurred, raising troubling questions about the foundations of capitalism itself. Still to conduct the 

sociology of deviance within capital markets, during this research process we will try to discuss the embedded (Polanyi, 

1944) nature of actions, actors, regulations within the social structure. 

CORPORATE CRIMINAL LIABILITY AND COMPLIANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Santiago Wortman

Queen Mary University of London, UK. s.wortmanjofre@qmul.ac.uk 

This work studies the way criminal justice understands and uses Compliance Management Systems to target corporate 

criminality. It aims to deconstruct the way in which Compliance Management Systems are implemented and interpreted in 

different corporations to see the relation between the interpretation of the criminal justice system and the private sector. To 

achieve those purposes, I focus on Spain as a case study jurisdiction and legal system. I conducted a series of semi-structured 

interviews with Compliance Officers and performed content analysis on judicial documents. Because of the elitist nature of 

the targeted population, this work constitutes one of the biggest qualitative studies performed on Compliance Officers. 

Among the several findings, the results show a disconnection between the legal objectives of crime prevention systems and 

the profit-driven goals of corporations, as well as a disregard for criminal punishment. All the results helped identify several 

variables that may foster corporate criminality.

THE PHILANTHROPIC STOCK EXCHANGE

Sophie Serrano

Université de Neuchâtel, SW. sophie.serrano@unine.ch 

mailto:onurunlu323@gmail.com
mailto:zeynepkaptan12@gmail.com
mailto:s.wortmanjofre@qmul.ac.uk
mailto:sophie.serrano@unine.ch


Philanthropy is a phenomenon recently gaining in political and social legitimacy. Indeed, it has been showed that elite 

philanthropic activities have an effect on the moral, normative or even legal landscape of given societies1. However, this 

phenomenon appears under-investigated within European social sciences. Through the prism of moral entrepreneurship2, this 

research proposes to analyse the philanthropic phenomenon and its impact on normative frameworks of a European local 

society – namely, the Canton of Geneva. This place has an important philanthropic tradition (birthplace of the Red Cross) and 

a historically well-established philanthropic elite3.

Philanthropists appear as private entities taking hold of particular social situations that they put forth as public problems, 

against which interventions are required. The actions taken to address these problems act as “diffusers of values” within their 

society. Thus, through this mechanism, elite private entities seem to have the capacity and the legitimacy to shape normative 

frameworks by spreading their values among societies4. Obviously, those values inspired by neoliberalism act more as tools 

of social reproduction than means of empowerment for vulnerable populations. However, some questions remain to 

understand the underlying dynamics of moral entrepreneurship: How are the publicized problems chosen? How is the 

responsibility to address them defined, to whom and by what means? Is there a division of labour between philanthropists?

As elite philanthropists mostly act in a capitalistic logic5, this work proposes to use the concept of the stock exchange to 

answer those questions. It helps to decipher the dynamics laying under the distribution and valuation of property and usufruct 

rights of given problems addressed by and among philanthropists. Thus, the value attached to a particular problem appears as 

fixed similarly to trade and negotiation mechanisms. In fact, this fictitious space within which public problems (and their 

solutions) are traded among philanthropists, is governed by its own internal rules. The latter define “member” access policies 

and the nature of the “products” traded within. Consequently, it can be assumed that the actors participating in this exchange 

accumulate not only economic, but also symbolic and social capital, the latter being essential to the successful practice of 

moral entrepreneurship.

Session 2. Thursday 10.00 – 11.30 
CRIME & MONEY (II) 

Chair: Lisa White

2008 FINANCIAL CRISIS AND RICHARD FULD’S RATIONALIZATIONS

Onur Ünlü

Yalova University, TU. onurunlu323@gmail.com 

Taner Bulut

Yalova University, TU. tanerbulut@live.com 

In the frame of 2008 Financial Crisis, negative role of CEOs’ decisions and behaviors had been the subject of many research 

(Stein, 2013; Swedberg, 2010; Appelbaum, S. H., Keller, S, Alvarez, H, & Bédard, C, 2012; Thomas, 2012; Schefczyk, 2012) 

Among those CEOs, Richard Fuld was one of the important figures within this discussion. Although it is not possible to see 

whole Picture about an example like 2008 financial Crisis just by means of actors; CEOs’ decisions and actions had 

catastrophic effects on crisis. 

In this regard the aim of this study is to explore how CEOs rationalize their behaviors in the event of this kind failure. At this 

point Weber’s types of rationalizations (Weber, 2012) created our theoretical background for our research model. By means 

of Weber’s rationalization types (Substantive; Formal; Practical; Theoretical) we try to categorize actors’ statements about 

their behavior and decisions. In this regard, at three congressional hearings (at 6 Oct. 2008, 20 April 2010 and 1 September 

2010) Richard Fuld’s statements were at the center and created main data to study. Around this center, in order to analyze his 

statements from different perspectives we had included different actors’ statements such as Thomas H. Cruikshank, William 

K. Black, Matthew Lee, and Eric Kolchinsky. The reason behind this research model design, is to reread a well-known reality 

from a different lens. We tried to deconstructed this reality (How Fuld justify himself), and construct again it with Weber’s 

sociology.    

Table 1 Frequencies and Percentages of Rationalization Types by Actors

Name Formal Substantive Practical Total

Black 10 48% 8 38% 3 14% 21 15,9%

Cruikshank 13 62% 6 29% 2 10% 21 15,9%

Kolchinsky 8 44% 5 28% 5 28% 18 13,6%

Lee 10 56% 8 44% 0 0% 18 13,6%

Richard Fuld 36 67% 11 20% 7 13% 54 40,9%

Total 77 58% 38 29% 17 13% 132

This is qualitative study. We had conducted content analysis to analyze actors’ statements. First of all, by means of 

statements, all actions are listed. Then those actions are categorized as “Value rational” or “Means-End Rational” (Kalberg, 

1980). At third phase those actions are categorized according to rationalization types. In this regard Weber’s types of action 

and rationalization compose themes for our content analysis. After this process, in order to see the network of this 

categorizations every actors’ rationalizations and links among those actors’ rationalizations are visualized by means of Gephi 

(an open source, network visualization program). 

According to our findings, Fuld mainly tries to justify his actions by means of formal rationality. He is also criticized by 

formal rationality by other actors. In this regard the “institution of economy” mainly tries to justify itself by means of formal 

rationality, but also “institution of Law”, and “institution of State” also criticize the economy on the same ground. Our main 

finding provides us a motto “Crimes of the powerful justify itself with the same rationality which the weak criticizing them”. 

This finding is also a critique for the Weber’s conceptualization of formal rationality, which legitimates a means-end rational 
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calculation by reference back to universally applied rules, laws, or regulations. A Detailed discussion will be shared at 

conference.

SORRY TO BOTHER YOU: AN ALLEGORY OF LATE-CAPITALIST CORPORATE VIOLENCE

Alex Simpson

University of Brighton, UK. alex.simpson@mq.edu.au 

Paul McGuinness

Sussex University, UK. p.mcguinness@sussex.ac.uk 

Focusing on Boots Riley’s 2018 film, Sorry to Bother You, this paper explores the impact of late-capitalist adiaphorisation in 

creating, what Bauman (2016: 58) refers to as, a “society of performance” and the consequential vanquished morality that 

prevents the ‘doer’ from viewing the true impact of their action. 

Ostensibly, Sorry to Bother You is an absurdist dark comedy with touches of magical realism and body horror. It follows the 

travails of Cassius ‘Cash’ Green as he adopts a ‘White Voice’ to climb Kafkaesque hierarchy of telemarketing firm, 

RegalView. As Cash moves through the corporate ranks his portfolio grows to include all manner of bureaucratized atrocities. 

As this paper argues, the film is an allegory for how late-capitalism actively promotes inhumanity, employing, in the process, 

a dizzying variety of cinematic styles and techniques to capture this vertiginous atmosphere. In particular, Riley’s treatment 

of the White Voice perfectly captures Bauman’s themes of ‘escape’, ‘slippage’, ‘elision’ and ‘avoidance’, which, whilst 

effective tactics for Cash personally, threaten Humanity.

Sorry to Bother You’s anti-capitalist vitality is achieved by its acceleration of recognisable processes that normalise the 

ontological disenfranchisement of individuals and groups from moral consideration, legitimising the violence inflicted upon 

people who have been reduced to mere physical objects, to things. Following Arendt (2006: 129) these processes of 

normalisation become “more terrifying than all the atrocities put together” and create of a “new type of criminal” for whom it 

is “impossible for him [sic] to know or to feel that [sic] is doing wrong”.

This paper, like Sorry to Bother You, asks us all to interrogate how complicit we are in supporting similar capitalistic projects 

by engaging in similar behaviours or indulging in similar ideologies. As Riley states: “At the start of the film Cassius is 

growling, at the end he is fighting. It’s not an easy choice, but which one would you rather be known as: the growler or the 

fighter?” (Riley in McGill 2018: 28).

Session 3. Thursday 15.30 – 17.00 
CONNECTING COMMONALITIES BETWEEN VARIOUS SETS OF STRUGGLES WITH 

THE MOVEMENT(S) TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CATASTROPHE 
Chair & coord.: Samantha Fletcher

5 participants TBC

Session 4. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
SOCIAL MURDER & NECRO-BUSINESS 

Chair: Iván Montemayor

GRENFELL AND THE MISSING KILLERS: WHIRLPOOL AND THE BRITISH STATE 

Steve Tombs

Open University, UK. steve.tombs@open.ac.uk 

While research, writing and activism around the phenomena of corporate and state crime has burgeoned since they first 

reached mainstream academic attention in the 1960s, they remain relatively obscured by the crimes of the usual suspects. 

This is despite the fact that corporate and state crimes and harms kill, injure, defraud and poison many, many more people 

than so called conventional crimes; moreover, they often do so relatively silently, with their role and mutual complicity rarely 

becoming apparent and, if attaining visibility, are rarely brought within the purview of crime, let alone violent crime. Of 

interest, then, is that the fire at Grenfell Tower, which killed 72 residents in June 2017, has been viewed through the lens of 

crime – even as a form of ‘social murder’, a phrase resurrected from the writings of Engels in the immediate aftermath of the 

atrocity. 

Further, as I write, the Metropolitan police is working on compiling evidence for possible corporate manslaughter charges 

against the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, the Kensington and Chelsea  Tenants’ Management Organisation, and 

Rydon as well as some of the other 60 or so contractors which worked on the ‘refurbishment’ of the tower. But within the 

criminal justice, political, journalistic and academic focus on Grenfell as a site of crime by the powerful, there has been a 

remarkable silence around one key actor – Whirlpool, the company which manufactured and sold the plastic-backed fridge 

freezer, the combustion of which is widely accepted as the triggering event for the atrocity. This paper unpacks the role of 

that company as a serial killer, one which has killed and continues to kill, not least with the knowledge and complicity of the 

British state and regulatory system. In this respect, Grenfell is part of a continuum of state-corporate violence.

GRAVE AUSTERITY: LOCATING THE STATE WITHIN UK FUNERAL INDUSTRY PRACTICES

Samantha Fletcher

Manchester Metropolitan University. samantha.fletcher@mmu.ac.uk 

Will McGowan

University of Liverpool. W.Mcgowan@liverpool.ac.uk 

Looking back over the decade since the global financial crisis of 2008-9 and the ensuing austerity agenda implemented in its 

wake, we can both read about and observe a range of harms and injustices resulting from the withdrawal of social welfare 

provisions from areas as diverse as housing, healthcare, workplace regulation, and taxation, amongst many others. In this 
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paper, we wish to extend this ongoing and developing scrutiny by looking at a peculiar UK institution: the funeral industry. 

Both indispensable and ubiquitous as a vital, if somewhat inconspicuous, service provider the UK funeral industry stands as a 

fascinating exemplar of how complex the state-corporate, as well as public-private, nexus of end-of-life care and welfare 

provision in the UK is. Death rates have both accelerated and risen in recent years. 2017 saw the highest number of registered 

deaths since 2003 in England and Wales (N=533,253) and Scotland (N=57,883) and the highest since 1986 in Northern 

Ireland (N=16,036) (ONS, 2018). As an industry evidently in high-demand, it may seem surprisingly modest in size, 

employing around 20,000 workers, though it is certainly profitable, with an estimated annual worth of £2bn in 2018 (Jordan, 

Ward and McMurray, 2018; Kollewe, 2018). According to insurance sector research, the basic average costs of a funeral 

alone now stand at over £4,000 and more than £9,000 when professional fees and discretionary service extras such as 

memorials, flowers, and catering costs are considered (SunLife, 2018). Recent academic research, pressure group 

campaigning, and press coverage has once again shone light on the financial plight of many low-income families who 

struggle to meet the rising costs of funerals, often adding to soaring personal debt in what has been dubbed the rise of 

‘funeral poverty’. State-corporate harms are clearly evident when we consider the above picture, the government’s inadequate 

support provisions, and the poorly regulated nature of both the industry’s financial development, operational management, 

and general working environment. However, these harms are not simply, or even predominantly, the result of greedy 

individual Funeral Directors looking to cash in on recent soaring death rates as some have claimed. Rather, as our paper will 

show, the funeral industry represents a nebulous political and moral economy whose local practices differ markedly, 

evidencing a range of critical insights into the workings of the neoliberal state. In an attempt to locate the state within these 

practices, we will consider a number of key roles performed by different types of Funeral Directors, including negotiations 

with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) and the tendering of HM Coroner contracts. In doing so, we hope to map 

out a series of key industry characteristics and emergent lines of enquiry for future research.

Session 5. Friday 11.45 – 13.15 
ORGANISING RESISTANCE 

Chair: David Whyte

A VICTIM-DRIVEN APPROACH TO CONFRONT CRIMES OF THE POWERFUL

Valeria Vegh Weis

Universidad de Buenos Aires, AR. valeriaveghweis@derecho.uba.ar 

Exploring how to deal with state crimes, the experience of the Grandmothers the Plaza de Mayo in Argentina appears as an 

example of a successful strategy conducted by the victims of massive human rights violations. Based on this case, I develop 

the notion of a victim-driven approach by exploring those elements of the Grandmothers’ successful struggle that might be 

useful to enhance victims’ organizations that are struggling with crimes of the state in other parts of the globe.

The case of the Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo has been extensively discussed but most commentators have focused on two 

aspects: its “uniqueness” and its “meaningful participation” in the transitional justice process. I challenge the traditional 

commentary by concentrating on the complexity and challenges of the Grandmother’s experience and its potential to be 

replicated. I also propose replacing the traditional goal of ‘meaningful participation’ – focused on a victim-centered or 

victim-oriented perspective - by means of a victim-driven approach. To do this, I analyze the achievements of the 

Grandmothers by showing their independent work during a variety of political circumstances at the national level and how 

they did not “took part” in a governmental or internationally-conducted transitional justice process but they faced, conducted 

and challenged the crimes of the powerful through an independent work.

LONG PATH TO RESISTANCE – MIGRANT WORKERS ON STRIKE

Hanna Malik

University of Turku, FI. hanka.malik@gmail.com 

Building on the labor approach to human trafficking, according to which vulnerable migrant workers should be considered 

not as victims but, when given appropriate tools, as agents capable of transforming their working and living conditions, this 

paper presents the path to resistance of Polish workers engaged in one of the longest strike actions in Norway. It draws on 

selected findings of the exploratory research study “The Formation of Labor Exploitation – Experiences of Polish Workers in 

Finland, Norway and Sweden” (FOLE), which employs the structural approach of corporate and state-corporate harm 

scholarship to scrutinize the multitude of factors contributing to the vulnerability of economic migrants within the European 

Economic Area (EEA).

Polish citizens are the largest immigrant group in Norway. As European Citizens, working within the EEA, covered by the 

Free Movement Directive (EU No 492/2011) Poles working in Norway are entitled to equal treatment with national workers 

regarding conditions of employment, work and membership of trade unions. Hence, in principle, they are less vulnerable than 

other groups of migrant workers in this area. Yet, there is enough empirical evidence that Poles in Norway, mostly employed 

in sectors exposed to labor exploitation, experience underpayment, excessive irregular working hours, high work-pressure, 

substandard housing and board, work-related injuries, misconceptions and manipulation regarding the terms of employment, 

salary, and working conditions. This status quo seems not to discourage the workers themselves, as the influx of new workers 

from Poland continues. At the same time, even though their quantity and official status should facilitate their bargaining 

position, Poles working in Norway are still hesitant towards resistance or even attempts of unionization.

This paper examines one of a very few attempts of Polish workers in Norway to transform their working and living condition 

bottom-up. It follows the story of four Polish workers employed in a food processing company, who in spite of open threats 

from their employer and negative attitude of many of their co-workers, supported by the local union, along with 67 

colleagues resisted against exploitative working -, employment- and living conditions and urged their employer to sign a 

collective agreement. Some of them worked in the factory since the early 2010s and during these years endured terrible living 

and working condition, underpayment, extensive work-pressure and humiliation from the supervisors. After years of unequal 

and exploitative treatment, a long negotiations’ process and a 35 days-long strike action, the workers succeeded and the 

employer eventually signed the collective agreement. However, the company did not comply with its terms and shortly after 
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has declared bankruptcy. Subsequently, the company was reestablished under a new name, with almost the same 

management, but without the resisting workers.  
In order to empower migrant workers, pursuant to the labor approach to human trafficking, their motivations have to be better 

explored. Thus, this paper draws empirically on the group interview with four of the resisting workers and a representative of 

the local trade union conducted shortly after the strike action in the framework of FOLE, as well as follow-up interviews 

conducted in the aftermath of the strike. This paper focuses on the motivation of the striking workers, their long path from 

acceptance to resistance against exploitative working-, employment- and living conditions and the consequences of thereof. 

In doing so, it revisits the diverging narratives surrounding intra EU-labor migration and draws attention to different 

strategies of employers to obstruct workers´ awareness and their ability to resist. 
 

THE ECOCIDAL CORPORATION 
David Whyte 
University of Liverpool, UK. David.Whyte@liverpool.ac.uk  
 

The contemporary form that the profit-making corporation takes is probably as close as we could get to a model organization 

that is capable of destroying the world without being noticed.  If this sounds like a description of SPECTRE, the evil 

organization from the Bond films, or Marvel’s A.I.M., then in many ways the truth is more terrifying than fiction.  As this 

paper will show, the profit-making corporation, the form of organization that dominates contemporary capitalism, is the 

deadliest human invention.  It has accelerated the capacity for the self-destruction of the planet in ways its creators could 

never have dreamed of.  The argument in this book is that the corporation is out of control.  And as a consequence, the end of 

the human species is imminent.  The paper will not argue that the corporation is the sole destroyer of the planet.  Rather, the 

corporation is the form that the system has adopted to speed up and complete the process. Corporations are the key agents in 

climate change, of the plastic that is choking our oceans, of deaths caused by ambient air pollution, and of the production of 

our deadliest chemicals to the point that irreversible damage is being done to the productive and reproductive capacity of 

humans. Yet the central role played the corporation in this looming catastrophe is almost always absent from the most 

significant scientific reports on climate change and global pollution.  This paper argues not only that those key environmental 

initiatives are missing the point.  Much more than this, it argues that any efforts to reduce climate change are bound to fail 

unless we confront the reality that all of the major threats to our environment are produced and controlled by profit-making 

corporations.  This is a social reality that must also be acknowledged by established social movements and trade unions, as 

well as emergent movements such as Extinction Rebellion. 
 

THE REPRESENTATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEST ONLINE AND OFFLINE 
Anna Di Ronco  
University of Essex, UK. a.dironco@essex.ac.uk  
 

Media representations are highly selective: by reporting only on what is considered ‘newsworthy’, traditional print and 

broadcast media in many countries may tend to cover only certain ‘green stories’, while under-reporting, misrepresenting or 

misinterpreting others. As a result, some green harms may be neglected or denied, and some peaceful green protests may 

narrowly be framed as dangerous and transgressive, and eventually be criminalised. 
Resistance to environmental crimes and harms, and opposition against dominant (often negative) representations of green 

protest, can be performed as a celebratory and playful activity by environmental justice movements and spontaneous street 

protesters. In addition, affected populations and activists can use social media to channel alternative representations of 

environmental harms and protest, which are in opposition to mainstream media frames. With few exceptions, resistance to 

environmental crimes and harms, and particularly the performativity of resistance and the relationships between online and 

offline representations of protest, have so far been under-studied in green criminology, and particularly in green cultural 

criminology. 
Through ethnographic fieldwork and a virtual and visual ethnography of Twitter posts and posted text and images collected 

on a large scale, this paper explores the case of resistance to the pipeline project in the south of Italy known as TAP, which 

brings gas from Azerbaijan to Europe through Italy. Against the backdrop of green cultural criminology, this paper analyses 

the realities of on the ground environmental protest and their intersections with representations of protest on social media. 
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PRISONS, PUNISHMENT, DETENTION WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
RESISTING PENAL AND CORPORATE VIOLENCE 

Chair: Simone Santorso

TRUTH, JUSTICE AND ACCOUNTABILITY: CHALLENGING STATE AND CORPORATE KILLING

Deborah Coles

Executive Director. INQUEST, UK

Steve Tombs

Trustees and Board Member. INQUEST, UK

INQUEST is the only charity in the UK which provides expertise on state related deaths and their investigation to bereaved 

people, lawyers, advice and support agencies, the media and parliamentarians. Founded in 1981, INQUEST campaigns 

alongside families and others to access the truth, hold those responsible to account and effect meaningful change to prevent 

future deaths. Our specialist casework includes deaths in police and prison custody, immigration detention, mental health 

settings and deaths involving multi-agency failings or where wider issues of state and corporate accountability are in 

question. This includes work around the Hillsborough football disaster and the Grenfell Tower fire.

In this paper, we overview some of the key elements of our work, highlighting current priorities and campaigns, some 

successes as well as the key challenges we face in confronting state and corporate power alongside and on behalf of some the 

most vulnerable members of our society. We emphasise how our policy, parliamentary, campaigning and media work is 

grounded in the day to day experience of working with bereaved people. This integrated approach is crucial to families, not 

only in making sure their voices are heard and holding the state to account for individual deaths, but also in changing policy 

and practice to prevent future deaths.

IMPRISONING ‘THE RIOTERS’: HOW CRIMINAL JUSTICE PRACTITIONERS NATURALISE AND 

NORMALISE IMPRISONMENT AS A RESPONSE TO POLITICAL RESISTANCE IN THE UK 

Chloe Peacock

Goldsmiths, University of London, UK. chloe.peacock@gold.ac.uk 

This paper examines how criminal justice practitioners in the UK legitimise and justify the use of the prison as a central site 

for the containment of political resistance. It takes as a case study the criminal justice reaction to the ‘riots’ that erupted in 

London and across England in August 2011, sparked by the Metropolitan Police’s killing of Mark Duggan, an unarmed young 

man of colour in Tottenham, North London.

The state’s ‘law and order’ backlash to the ensuing unrest was exceptionally harsh. This paper focuses on the integral role 

that prisons played in this response. Over half of those arrested for involvement in the riots (including those arrested for 

minor offences) were remanded in custody; while under normal circumstances around ten percent of people arrested for the 

most serious offences are remanded (Curtis, 2011). The courts’ approach to sentencing was even more severe, with sixty six 

per cent of those convicted of riot-related offences being sentenced to immediate custody - an increase of 24 per cent 

compared to similar offences in 2010  (Ministry of Justice, 2012). The average custodial sentence handed down was 

seventeen months; four times longer than the average sentence for comparable crimes the previous year (Ministry of Justice, 

2012). Prisons, then, served both as holding pens for those remanded in custody, and as sites of exceedingly harsh 

punishment.

My analysis draws on in-depth qualitative interviews carried out in 2018, with criminal justice practitioners (civil servants, 

prosecutors, judges and magistrates) who designed and delivered this penal response to the unrest. Taking an agnotological 

approach (drawing on e.g. Barton and Davis, 2018), I show how practitioners produce and reproduce ignorance about the 

harms inflicted by prisons in order to frame the incarceration of ‘rioters’ as necessary, natural and inevitable. I argue that 

these strategies of ignorance allow professionals to manage the moral and political complexities of their work; but that they 

also deny and obscure the grim realities of prisons for those who are incarcerated in them. Finally, I explore how those 

working closely with ‘rioters’ challenged and critiqued this ‘penal common sense’ (Wacquant, 1999), constructing very 

different kinds of knowledge about prisons as sites of profound state violence. 

The paper speaks to both the theme of the panel, as a study into the legitimation of prisons and detention as responses to 

‘crime’; and the overall conference topic, as an examination of how states respond to and effectively close down moments of 

resistance against entrenched political, economic and social discrimination and marginalisation.

RESISTING STATE-CORPORATE HARMS BY ABOLISHING THEM IN LANGUAGE

Michael J. Coyle

California State University, Chico, USA. mjcoyle@csuchico.edu 

In this paper I propose a transgression theory and a standard theory toward penal abolition. I argue that given the ubiquity of 

“crime” in human relationships that critical criminologists have long argued, to speak of “criminal behaviour” as deviant is 

nonsensical and nullifies the concept of deviance (abnormal, out of the ordinary, etc.). I argue that this has implications for 

social science disciplines, such as criminology and criminal justice, that propose norm theory (that the vast majority of 

human beings conventionally follow established norms and their codification into laws) and deviance theory (that human 
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beings infrequently act in ways that deviate from the norms and laws that they establish and that even fewer act in such ways 

with any regularity) are empirically-based. After demonstrating that the opposite is actually empirically the case, I argue for a 

transgression theory (that the vast majority of human beings regularly act in ways that transgress the norms and laws they 

establish) and propose a standard theory, which is the idea that, broadly speaking, human beings are both maintainers and 

transgressors of the social orders they establish, i.e. human beings regularly display behaviour that both upholds and breaches 

social norms and the laws they are codified into. I next examine the implications of standard theory for the study of state-

corporate harms, and argue that the theory can serve as a tool to break the state-corporate power dynamic that enriches 

minority elite and criminalizes (controls) the masses. I argue that standard theory is a discourse shift that moves the center of 

gravity from a search for justice against the “criminals” and for the “victims,” to justice as the construction of a response to 

our everyday practical experience of the ubiquity of harm by all and against all. Shifting the conversation from the “few” 

dangerous criminals (whether people, corporations or states) to the ubiquity of transgression by everyone everywhere, 

normalizes all human “crime” behaviour, which includes all corporate-state “crime” behaviour. My paper challenges the 

foundational language (construction) of “criminal justice” logic that isolates corporate-state transgression as categorically 

different, and questions the usefulness of the category itself: while the violent

economic policies of the state and its defence of corporate harms create ever more forms of repression and inflict untold 

economic, social and ecological harm, resistance to the state’s failure to equitably use punishment against them has not 

enabled either such punishment to appear, or any substantial “reforms.” I argue that embracing the transgression theory view 

of human beings (that, broadly speaking, human beings are both maintainers and transgressors of the social orders they 

establish) proposes a new theory of insurrection against the state and the corporation: penal abolition.

Session 2. Thursday 10.00 – 11.30 
FEMINIST PERSPECTIVES ON PRISON AND PUNISHMENT 

Chair: Gillian McNaull

CONSTRUCTING A FEMINIST DESISTANCE: RESISTING RESPONSIBILISATION IN THE UK CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM [cancelled]
Una Barr
Liverpool John Moores University, UK. U.M.Barr@ljmu.ac.uk 

Emily Louise Hart
University of Liverpool, UK. E.L.Hart@liverpool.ac.uk  

This paper poses a challenge to the widespread acceptance of desistance theory within criminology and the implications of 

this wilful acceptance on practice within the Criminal Justice System with a focus on the experiences of women offenders. 

In particular, this paper will present findings from two research projects that examined the desistance potential of women 

offenders both in prison and those accessing women’s centres. It is an amalgamation of the understandings gathered from 

qualitative research in prisons (Hart, 2017) and in ‘the community’ (Barr, forthcoming). We will critically examine the central 

role played by a responsibilisation agenda that was found to permeate all aspects of work with women offenders in both these 

settings. 

Much desistance research has demonstrated that a cessation in offending is the outcome of a complex interaction between 

subjective/agency factors and social/environmental factors. However, desistance research has failed to engage with more 

radical arguments around prison abolition and the importance this has for promoting successful desistance over the life 

course. For women in particular, their lives prior to, during and following criminal justice contact are structured by 

patriarchal, neoliberal and neo-colonial understandings around acceptable behaviour. 

Desistance theory feeds into these understandings by avoiding a critical analysis of these structures, serving to support the 

maintenance and net-widening of the punitive Criminal Justice System, through a liberal reformist position. 

We argue therefore that responsibilisation is often the end product of the application of traditional desistance theories, leading 

to a focus on the presence or absence of agency and resilience in women.  Critical explorations of desistance, through 

challenging these structures, can offer an abolitionist perspective and a promotion of desistance as a challenge to structured 

inequalities.  

The argument will be proposed that women’s desistance should be both reconceptualised in both theory and practice as 

desistance from harm and resistance to patriarchal and neoliberal state institutions.

UNDERSTANDING WOMEN’S POST-PRISON EXPERIENCES IN NEW ZEALAND AOTEAROA

Kirsten Gibson

University of Otago, NZ. kirsten.gibson@postgrad.otago.ac.nz 

This paper draws from a doctoral research project that seeks to explore, within a New Zealand Aotearoa context, women’s 

post-release experiences through women’s own voices and stories.

In this paper, I present initial findings from preliminary interview data, which has been collected as part of my PhD research. 

These findings include post-prison experiences that involve: social isolation, issues with post-prison employment, and 

barriers to access to health and social services.  In addition, I will present the design of the research project and show how a 

feminist framework will support the centring of women’s voices.  The main objectives of this research are centred on 

understanding how women experience life post-prison and how they navigate challenges and access support after their 

release.  

The scant research around women’s post-prison experiences suggests that women’s experiences of marginalisation, 

homelessness, lack of employment, physical and mental health issues are magnified compared to those of men.  However, 

research and literature that includes women’s stories, thoughts and realities is lacking in a New Zealand Aotearoa context.  

Despite the increasing acknowledgment by both academics and policy-makers that ‘prisons do not work’, incarceration rates 

have increased relative to crime rates over recent decades.  The situation in New Zealand Aotearoa reflects the global trend, 

however New Zealand’s incarceration rate is one of the highest in relation to other comparable countries such as the United 

Kingdom or Australia.  Moreover, since the early 2000s, the proportion of women in New Zealand Aotearoa prisons has 
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doubled from four percent to about eight percent of the total prison population.  The outcome of increasing rates of 

imprisonment, coupled with the fact that the most women are eventually released from prison, is an increasing number of 

women that are experiencing post-prison life.  It is therefore crucial to understand and gain knowledge about these women’s 

experiences and needs. 
Much of the literature around prison and post-prison life remains narrowly focused and male-centric and has not explored 

women’s experiences.  Research has continued to be either dominated by men’s experiences, overly reliant on a corrections 

organizational-focused perspective, or framed within a desistence lens.  The extant research on women’s experiences in 

prison is limited and even more so for women’s post-prison experiences.  Discourses about post-prison that focus on 

desistence and which pathologise women’s behaviour tend to minimise the impact that structural conditions play in women’s 

lives.  Examining women’s experiences and acknowledging the structural constraints on their lives can provide further 

context about women and their realities. 
 

FORSAKEN GIRLS RESTORATIVE JUSTICE: ALTERNATIVE ACCOUNTS TO DOMINANT DISCOURSE 
Jodie Hodgson 
University of Liverpool, UK. J.A.Hodgson@liverpool.ac.uk 

 

RJ philosophy, centred upon an alternative perspective of achieving justice which restricts the role of the state in adjudicating 

justice, has been subject to burgeoning, international, popularity in recent decades. Across the globe restorative justice has 

manifested in divergent ways and operates in both formal and informal settings such as criminal justice, education and 

communities. In countries such as the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and the United States, restorative justice is 

now implemented as a formal response to the offending behaviour of young people and has become permeated within youth 

justice discourse. However, since this shift in youth justice policy and practice, the relevance of gender to restorative justice 

discourse has remained peripheral. Drawing upon a selection of empirical data, generated from interviews undertake with 

offending girls, who have participated in restorative justice, victim-offender mediation conferencing, this paper will challenge 

the effectiveness of restorative justice, as a tool of the state, to regulate girls’ behaviour. In doing so it will provide alternative 

narratives to dominant discourse in order to encapsulate their experience of restorative justice conferencing through a 

gendered lens. The establishment of such alternative narratives will challenge the ways in which the youth justice system is 

holding girls accountable for their offending through gender-neutral restorative justice interventions, which fail to take 

cognisance of the context in which structural inequalities, in relation to gender, shape their formative experiences and have 

the potential to impact upon restorative justice conferencing. Rooted within issues of social justice for girls who offend, the 

intention of the paper is to raise important contextual arguments concerning the suitability of restorative justice for girls 

involved in the justice system. 
 

 

Session 3. Thursday 12.00 – 13.45 
SOCIAL EXCLUSION, PUNISHMENT AND THE PRISON COMMUNITY 

Chair: Ana Clara Piechestein 
 

THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR DILEMMA: DELIVERING LIFE-SUPPORTING ACTIVITY IN REGIMES OF 

HARM 
Gillian McNaull 
Queens University Belfast. Gillian.McNaull@qub.ac.uk 

  
The penal voluntary sector is increasingly recognised as a significant actor in the implementation of ‘prison work’. 

Expanding knowledge in this area, this working paper presents the auto-ethnographic experiences and reflections of a 

volunteer practitioner, whose role focussed on ‘supporting’ individual prisoners. Drawing on disruptive data gathered in a 

‘participant as observer’ role, this paper considers the dilemmas posed through participation in penal ‘regimes of harm’ in 

order to undertake ‘supportive’ practice with marginalised individuals. It contends that some degree of resolution can be 

gained by organisations and practitioners establishing the ontological and ethical framework underpinning their activities. It 

asserts that practitioners can and should challenge existing discursive and ideological constructions of ‘rehabilitative’ 

imprisonment, resisting this ‘imaginary penality’ (Carlen 2008) with their lived experience of the setting. 
 

REFORMING THE JAIL? LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF PRISONERS 
Francesca Vianello 
University of Padova, IT. francesca.vianello@unipd.it 

 

The present text brings back the discussion, recent in the Italian environment, about guaranteeing the opportunity to the 

inmates, inside the institutions of the country, on the possibility of having directly the voice in the context of a participative 

jails´ reform. 
In the first part we can see the evidences of the difficulties in communication between the inmates and the penitentiary 

administration given to an extreme fragmentation of the penitentiary practices, the progressive differences increase of the 

penitentiary scheme and the ineffective current provisions (limited and over specific) of the committee that should be 

representing the inmates. The inmates attempt of taking directly the voice in the process are being rebuilt, which has lead 

Italy to the recent proposal of the reformation of the penal execution, evidencing the institutional resistance, even when they 

were willing to listen, to recognize the representative of them voices. The paper argues that the recognition of the inmates´ 

voice is the presupposition of the representations adequate form, because it helps not only to enhance their rights but also 

puts in the spot in a direct way some of the core of the modern penalty, being able to represent an advance into the series of 

reformations of the penal justice. 
 

THE FORCED DISAPPEARENCE OF PEOPLE IN BRAZILIAN PRISONS: THE CASE OF MONTE CRISTO 

PRISON (RORAIMA/BRAZIL)  
Camila Prando 
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Brasilia University, BR. camilaprando@gmail.com 

 

In the 2017/2018 Annual Report (BRASIL, 2018), the Brazilian National Mechanism for the Prevention of torture, delimited 

and  named  the  forced  disappearance  of people  in prisons  in Brazil . In that  year , eight  families  claimed  for  prisoners 

disappeared  after  the massacre  of Monte  Cristo  Prison  (Roraima ) and 79 prisoners  were  reported  disappeared  after  the 

massacre of Alcaçuz Prison (Rio Grande do Norte). 
According  to the Report, there are indications  that the practices  of forced disappearance  of people in prisons are reiterated , 

which therefore deserves a proper political and legal framework for this phenomenon  still invisible in the public arena. The 

reaction  of the authorities  to the demands  of the National  Mechanism  to respond  to cases  of disappearance  was  neither 

adequate  nor sufficient . Sometimes  they bureaucratically  classify  people  as fugitives , without  promoting  evidence  of life, 

sometimes denying any information about it. 
These reactions confirm that the absence of the state's regulatory  power related to marginal lives and territories  is reiterated 

on a daily basis. The denial of giving information, the absence of documentary records, or mere classification as "fugitives" 

without  the  production  of proof  of life  produces  a type  of population  management  marked  by the  non -recognition  of 

humanity to the lives that border the State. 
Considering  that social problems  have relative  independence  from phenomenal  realities , and that conditions  of possibility 

must transform the grammar of the "case" into the grammar of "public and juridical cause", the partial results presented here 

are part  of a more  coordinated  investigation  called  "Forced  disappearance  in prisons : the construction  of the social  and 

juridical  problem " in which it is asked: what are the conditions  of possibility  for the phenomenon  of forced disappearance 

people in prison emerge as a social and legal problem? 
The corpus of analysis  in this broader  investigation  are the documents  produced  by the Brazilian  National  Mechanism  for 

Prevention  of Torture , the institutional  responses  of the Judiciary  power , the Public  Prosecutor 's Office  and the Prison 

Administration, the public hearings and the report of the Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry about the Massacre of Monte 

Cristo  Prison  in the Roraima  Legislative  Assembly  and interviews  with relatives  of people  disappeared  in prison . In this 

research  I will present  the results  of the analysis  concerning  the claim of relatives  of disappeared  persons  after the Monte 

Cristo Prison massacre  and the accomplishment  of the Parliamentary  Commission  of Inquiry in the State of Roraima. With 

them I will try to answer the question about naming disappearance  forced people prison as a social and legal problem in the 

public arena. The collection  and analysis  of the data will be done through content analysis  of the documents  that registered 

the public  hearings  and the reports  of the Parliamentary  Commission  of Inquiry  of 2017  in the Legislative  Assembly  of 

Roraima. 
From  the perspective  of the functioning  of the subterranean  criminal  system , I comprehend  the phenomenon  of forced 

disappearance of people in prisons as part of the set of non-normatively scheduled punishments that are legitimized  and put 

into motion in prisons in Brazil. The struggle for its visibility  and the construction  of the phenomenon  as a social and legal 

problem, in this case, emerges as a way of a counterpower practice and coping with such punishments. 
 

 

Session 4. Thursday 15.30 – 17.00 

PUNISHMENT AND DRUGS 

Chair: Carlos Fernández-Abad 
 

RESISTING INCARCERATION VIA TREATMENT. THE DRUG TREATMENT COURTS’ MODEL SHOULD BE 

A EUROPEAN MANDATE 
Demetra Sorvatzioti 
University of Nicosia, CY. sorvatsiotis.d@unic.ac.cy 

 

Crime and addiction produce a “complicated relationship”. When crime is related to drug abuse it is the addiction that usually 

motivates criminality. Research shows that traditional sentencing does not stop the revolving door phenomenon which 

occurrs between untreated addiction and the subsequent criminal way of thinking. Alternative sentencing to incarceration via 

Drug Treatment Courts (DTCs) leads to lower levels of recidivism because it focuses on treating the addiction rather than 

punishing the crime. European continental systems of criminal justice do not operate DTCs except in Belgium. Where the 

common law system operates DTCs, the role of the judge changes to active participation.  The judge and the prosecutor focus 

on therapy. In the continental system the trial judge is a dominant figure and the prosecutor does not have a burden to prove 

guilt. Therefore, it is easier for both roles to evolve towards effective treatment than their colleagues in the traditional 

common law system. If we only imagine our continental judge as authoritarian and distant from the addicted accused, we 

“block” the implementation of DTCs in our system. Focusing only on deterrence means ignoring the potential therapeutic 

role of sentencing. European continental systems do not have to change the roles in the judicial system as the common law 

did but only its operative attitudes. Modern continental systems should move towards alternative sentencing via pilot DTC 

courts with the involvement of trained volunteer judges and prosecutors. 
 

FORMERLY IMPRISONED POLYDRUG USERS’ NARRATIVES ABOUT UNEMPLOYMENT 
My Lilja 
University of Malmö, SWE. my.lilja@mau.se  
 

This contribution focus on the difficulties of offender reintegration by especially discussing formerly imprisoned drug users’ 

difficulties in re-entering the labour market.  
It has been found in previous research that employment has positive effects on the reintegration of offenders into society. For 

example, employment can lead to an increased feeling of responsibility, personal worth, independence, dignity and of having 

a stake in society. However, one major barrier faced by many former prisoners entering the labour market is a past history of 

drug use. Although the relationship between employment and crime is a relatively well-explored area of research, few 

qualitative studies have focused on how formerly imprisoned drug users perceive and interpret the importance of having a job 

and how they view being unemployed following their release from prison. This paper will present a study conducted in 

Sweden about how formerly imprisoned drug users perceived the possibilities and problems associated with entering the job 
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market. The study focused particularly on how the participants perceived the situation of being without a job, whether being 

employed created a sense of meaningfulness and whether using drugs and/or engaging in crime was related to their periods of 

unemployment. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 22 former prison inmates with extensive prior drug use. The 

interviews were coded and analysed using a categorical-content, narrative analysis approach. The interviews revealed that 

although the respondents did not regard themselves as having been unemployed, some mentioned stress during periods in 

which they lacked a legal occupation. The participants also talked about the importance of being committed to one’s work 

and described that it was not only employment in itself that was important, but also being able to value or appreciate their 

employment. Most respondents argued that they had never been dismissed from work because of their drug use, but 

descriptions of workplace deviance were common in the interviews, e.g. stealing, selling drugs, burglary, using drugs at 

work. The study revealed that the respondents lack an identity as either unemployed or employed, and although all of them 

stated that they were neither committing crimes nor taking drugs, it appears that they have retained an identity as criminal 

and/or drug users, which may become a problem when they apply for work in the future. 
 

NEOLIBERALISM CONDEMNS ADDICTION AS AN INDIVIDUAL FAILING RATHER THAN A SOCIAL ISSUE 

BORN FROM TRAUMA, MAKING IT ACCEPTABLE TO CRIMINALISE ADDICTS 
Deborah Scordo Mackie 
Birkbeck University, UK. dscord01@mail.bbk.ac.uk 

 

In the 1970s the decriminalisation of controlled substance possession in the United States led to a decrease in prison 

population numbers. The recriminalisation and the introduction of mandatory sentences in the 1980s increased and expanded 

imprisonment numbers and length of time spent in prison. Coupled with extra time if considered a “gang related” offense 

produced not only an increase in prisoners and time served, but also a higher amount of people of colour being incarcerated 

(Wilson Gilmore, 2007). 
Ever since Nixon declared the ‘War on Drugs’, it has been in effect a war on the poor, the racialized, the abused, the 

disposable. As long as societies treat the issue of addiction as the moral failing of the individual, rather than the result of the 

lack of support for people experiencing extreme inequalities and histories of trauma, drug abuse will continue, and so will the 

market around it. When we say that drug policy affects those in poverty more than others, it’s not only the case of people who 

had to choose between selling controlled substances and hunger or destitution. The addict with financial resources will go to 

rehab, the addict without will go to prison. This is already the reality for many in places where access to drug and alcohol 

services is privatised, or a long waiting list for those in areas which have been subject to funding cuts. Drug rehabilitation 

services, like prisons, aren’t a cure for addiction, but can sometimes make a difference between life and death. If only the 

lives of those who can afford to access these services are valuable, that leaves a vast body count.  
Addiction is a bio/necropolitical issue, as conceptualised by Achille Mbembe and expanded by Sayak Valencia. In a world 

where drugs are used to control populations (e.g. Project Artichoke, heroin in Harlem, etc.) and addicts are left to die every 

day, recovery is an act of resistance.  
Criminalisation is a cyclical occurrence in the life of a using drug addict: exiting prison isn’t a finite stage for the most 

marginalised communities. The Surviving Outside project in Victoria, Australia, found that most women exiting prison had 

experienced childhood and domestic abuse, forced removal of children, substance addiction and frequent periods of 

imprisonment: “[…] prison is just one of the many interventions, hardships and injustices pervading their lives” (Carlton & 

Segrave, 2013). 
This paper will look at drug policy and imprisonment rates of drug users in contrast with research into the survival/death of 

addicts subjected to the penal system, drug decriminalisation activism, harm reduction advocacy, HIV and Hep C activism, 

and addiction recovery culture as an act of resistance.  
Using responses and discussions raised at meetings on the topic of addiction and recovery I have hosted at the London 

Anarchist Bookfair 2017 and Anti-University Now 2018, this paper will investigate and elaborate upon the idea of recovery 

as an act of resistance. 
 

INCARCERATING AT ANY COST: DRUG TRAFFICKING AND IMPRISONMENT IN BRAZILIAN COURT 

REASONING 
Maíra Rocha Machado 
FGV Law School, São Paulo, BR. maira.machado@fgv.br  
 

Sentencing is a crucial stage of the criminal justice system’s activity. As far as drug trafficking is concerned, a complex gear 

system, scarcely discussed in and out of the legal arena1, is in place mainly in Brazil. Based on legislative material, jurists’ 

opinions and precedents, this paper is meant to contribute to the development of a broader and more thorough examination of 

the legal factors – the legal framework, decision-making processes and types of legal reasoning -, which, along with political 

factors, have led the Brazilian prison population to soar by over 700% in the last two decades.  
It focuses on sentencing decisions and, in particular, the argumentative obstacles created by courts to prevent the application 

of non-custodial sanctions, such as alternative punishments, in drug trafficking convictions. It is difficult to study the profile 

of those convicted specifically for drug trafficking because data in Brazil are insufficient and unreliable; however, the profile 

of the overall prison population leaves no doubt: drug trafficking convicts are mainly young black men and women with poor 

education, ranking low in illegal markets. This profile is consistent with research findings about the selective strategies of law 

enforcement and the institutional incentives for detention in flagrante delicto and incarceration at any cost.  
Between detention in flagrante delicto and the calculation of the total number of prison inmates, the pivotal role played by 

courts becomes apparent both in the manner in which they select and interpret the law (legal provisions, Precedents and 

higher court decisions) and in the manner in which it perceives, and the position it adopts about, the use and sale of 

substances that cause physical or psychological dependence. Both factors appear in different combinations in courts’ 

statements of reasons – often very concise - based on which the punishment and the length of the sentence to be imposed on a 

drug trafficking convict are determined.  
To explore this point more thoroughly, this paper focuses on the quantitative and qualitative findings of two studies 

conducted in 2017 and 2018 about appellate decisions from the TJSP [São Paulo State Supreme Court] and the STJ [Brazilian 

Superior Court of Justice]. Based on that material, this paper argues punishing and sentencing is an arena of dispute among 

different actors, both from the political system (lawmakers) and the legal system (courts.) It focuses on three specific 
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conflicts. The first relates to a task distribution scheme that assigns the law the central role in determining punishments. As a 

result, the role of courts in punishment decisions is somewhat diminished. The second relates to the high value placed on 

imprisonment to the detriment of all other types of punishment. In addition to those conflicts, described in previous studies, 

there is a third which has emerged directly from the material examined here. It is the assignment of a specific moral value to 

each defendant and his or her world – based on views on ‘drugs,’ ‘trafficking’ and ‘traffickers’ -, which has a direct effect on 

how rules are interpreted and how both punishments and sentences are determined.

Session 5. Thursday 15.30 – 17.00 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT AND SPECIAL UNITS IN EUROPEAN PRISONS 

Chair: G. Chantraine & M. Rua

Gilles Chantraine. CNRS / Univ. of Lille, FR. gilleschantraine@gmail.com 

Marte Rua. University of Oslo, NOR. marte.rua@jus.uio.no 

Irídia - Centre per la Defensa dels Drets Humans, CAT. https://iridia.cat/es/ 

Many contemporary European prisons, as well as non-western prisons, are characterized by a tension between, on the one 

hand, the promotion of prisoners' rights – formal recognition of rights, access to legal remedies – and, on the other hand, the 

implementation of specific and differentiated detention regimes that establish a new basis for the administration's 

discretionary power, and, consequently, undermine the development and defence of prisoner’s rights. Various regimes, wards 

or ultra-secured units (e.g., “violent prisoners special units”, and “radicalization assessment units” in France) and “isolation 

units” in many countries embody this paradox, and bears witness to circumvention of the law by prison administrations, in 

the name of identifying, assessing and addressing dangerousness. In what ways does these differentiating regimes affect 

prison practices in general and prisoners’ life in particular? How does critique of special units or solitary confinement impact 

public debate and custodial practices in Europe?

Session 6. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
BEYOND PUNISHMENT 

Chair: Tony Platt

WORKING FOR THE CLAMPDOWN: CAPTIVE LABOUR IN THE UK IMMIGRATION DETENTION ESTATE

Jon K. Burnett

Swansea University, UK. j.k.burnett@swansea.ac.uk 

This paper draws on interviews with migrants who have worked whilst detained in Immigration Removal Centres (IRCs) in 

England, in order to shed light onto a distinct, coercive labour practice. With over 25,000 people detained in IRCs per year in 

the UK, immigration detention is at the forefront of immigration control. And research studies have persistently documented 

incidences of racist violence against detainees, self-harm, medical mismanagement and institutional abuse. However, the use 

of detainees as a labour force within the detention estate has received much less attention (albeit with certain exceptions). 

This paper therefore aims to do something relatively unique by examining the relationships between criminalisation, 

immigration control, work and punishment. In doing so, it explores this against a backdrop of a resurgent enthusiasm for the 

use of labour in carceral settings in the UK: around 16 million hours of work were carried out in prisons and IRCs in 2017 

alone. 

Unlike some work in prisons, the work that is carried out within IRCs is not contracted out externally to outside interests 

(such as private companies or government departments). Rather, it is utilised to fulfil a range of ‘in-house’ functions such as 

cleaning, cooking, painting, decorating, gardening and maintenance. Such is the institutional enthusiasm for these labour 

practices that in some IRCs there are ‘opportunities’ for up to around a quarter of those detained to be working at any given 

time. As such, with detainees generally paid around £1 per hour, the sub-waged work that is carried out consequently reduces 

the running costs of these institutions themselves. And on the one hand, then, with the majority of IRCs privately managed, 

detainee labour has a specific economic function.

At the same time though, despite such exploitative wages, working is nonetheless essential for some detainees in order to be 

able to afford to contact lawyers and support organisations. Thus with work only available for those with ‘enhanced status’ in 

certain IRCs – often awarded as result of ‘good’ (i.e. compliant) behaviour – it can consequently be used to ensure 

acquiescence to broader institutional regimes. Not only does this labour form have an economic function, then; it also has a 

function as a form of social control. And by foregrounding the voices and experiences of workers themselves, this paper 

hopes to provide an analysis through which to both understand and challenge this labour practice as part of a broader 

abolitionist praxis. In the process, this raises vital questions about employment relations and the meanings of work itself. 

PUNISHMENT WITHOUT CHARGE: A CRITIQUE OF CANADIAN EXTRADITION LAW AND 

CONSEQUENCES IN THE CASE OF HASSAN DIAB

Maeve McMahon

Carleton University, CA. MaeveMcMahon@cunet.carleton.ca 

Hassan Diab – a Canadian citizen and sociologist based in Ottawa - was arrested in November 2008. The context was a 

request by French authorities for his extradition in alleged connection with the bombing near a synagogue in Paris in October 

1980 that resulted in four deaths and over forty people injured. Hassan Diab proclaimed his innocence, and anti-violent 

stance, from the outset.

Six years of extradition-related proceedings ensued. During that time Hassan Diab endured several periods of incarceration. 
For the remainder  of the time he was subject  to ‘house arrest’ with onerous  conditions  including  electronic  monitoring  for 
which he was obliged to pay about $2,000 a month.
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In mid-November 2014, subsequent to the Supreme Court of Canada’s refusal to grant leave to appeal in the case, Hassan 

Diab was promptly extradited. He then spent over three years, mostly under conditions of solitary confinement, at the Fleury 

Merogis prison in a Parisian suburb. 

From May of 2016 the lead juge d’investigation, as well as two other judges, made numerous calls for his release. But these 

were blocked by prosecutors and the appeal court. It was only in January 2018 that the lead juge d’investigation and his 

deputy ruled that there was no case against him and that there was evidence that Hassan was taking university exams in 

Beirut at the time of the bombing. Released unconditionally, Hassan was able to return to Canada. However as of April 2019 

French prosecutors continued to try to re-ignite the case against him.

Throughout this Kafkaesque ordeal that has been ongoing for over a decade Hassan Diab has never been legally charged with 

any criminal offence.

In my presentation I will highlight flaws in Canada’s Extradition Act to illuminate how it can facilitate miscarriages of justice 

such as that which has occurred in the case of Hassan Diab. Within this I will argue that the problematically low threshold of 

evidence the law embodies for Canadian judicial and executive acquiescence to requests for extradition appears to be in 

contravention of principles of fundamental justice.

With two states ardently working against him Hassan Diab’s ability to secure his release and return to Canada has been truly 

remarkable. This leads to issues of resistance. With respect to efforts at legal resistance Hassan Diab’s Ottawa lawyer – 

Donald Bayne – has been a leader. Originally retained in early 2009, Bayne has vigorously (and pro bono) fought the legal 

battles on Hassan’s behalf, with his work extending to current efforts to influence reform of the Extradition Act.

In supporting Hassan Diab, and in seeking to highlight the deficiencies of current extradition legislation, the work of the 

Hassan Diab Support Group has been, and is, Herculean. I will provide an overview of the work of the HDSG and the 

broader networks of individual and organizational supporters that it has been able to influence and motivate. While securing 

the release of Hassan Diab has been a great accomplishment, the task continues of pressing the Canadian government to 

establish a public inquiry into the case, including the need for reform into the Extradition Act. Without an overhaul of the 

legislation to ensure it complies with principles of fundamental justice further miscarriages of justice may occur.

TRANSFORMING THE NEOLIBERAL PENALTY FROM THE OUTSIDE: AN APPROACH TO THE 

POTENTIALITIES OF THE UNIVERSAL BASIC INCOME

Carlos Fernández Abad

Universidad Rey Juan Carlos, SP. carlos.abad@urjc.es 

From the early seventies on, logics based on inclusion have been gradually eclipsed by others in which exclusion and 

expulsion are its central features. However, unlike those interpretations that are mainly focussed on prison and its proximities, 

this process is here visualized as the result of the configuration of a «non-inclusive society» -that, far from being the 

consequence of the natural order of things, it would be much more related to the nature of a neoliberal project which has been 

oriented to impose the market upon the citizenship condition- where a significant part of the contemporary labour force has 

become superfluous or finds itself in an increasing vulnerable situation. In other words, the rehabilitation crisis -and, 

consequently, the resizing that the contemporary prison has experienced- is observed in this paper from a structural point of 

view where the contradiction between a notion of citizenship based on employment and the emergence of a productive 

system in which work is more and more scarce and restricted plays an outstanding role. Starting from this point, this work 

addresses the potentialities that the Universal Basic Income has in order to transform the neoliberal penalty. In these terms, 

through three different theses, it is argued that this instrument would allow both to revert a big part of the material 

foundations in which the contemporary prison is sustained -in short, it would not longer be detected the presence of a whole 

mass of «citizens without citizenship» who must be made invisible, controlled and expelled- and to tackle the social 

insecurity which nourishes the symbolic effects that it displays. Moreover, the Universal Basic Income would make it 

possible to think about a penological scenario where the hegemonic position that prison occupies could be seriously disputed 

and the concept of rehabilitation could acquire a totally new meaning. On the one hand, bearing in mind that the naturality of 

prison is indissoluble from a context in which wage labour plays a position of absolute centrality, it is claimed that the 

introduction of this instrument would erode this foundation in a certain way by breaking the association between lifetime and 

«working time». On the other hand, the symbiosis established between work ethic and prison treatment could also be cracked 

through the Universal Basic Income, opening the possibility of reformulating the rehabilitation concept. Finally, it is 

emphasized that the Universal Basic Income must be only considered as a «floor» in which other resistances should be 

constructed.

Session 7. Friday 14.45 – 16.30 
CRITICAL GAZES ON PRISON AND PUNISHMENT 

Chair: Deborah Scordo

ETHNOGRAPHY IN A PRISON CONTEXT, METHODOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS 

Fabio Riciardi

University of Turin, IT. fabio.ricciardi@edu.unito.it 

What do a communist bank robber born in the first post-war, a teenager born in Maghreb and grown up in Italy, and an 

American civil rights activist, all have in common? Despite the geographical and historical distance of their biographies, 

what are the common challenges that they have to manage? Which similar pressures and violences have they known? And 

how have they reacted? This essay intends to reflect on social sciences’ methodological approach, in particular in 

anthropology, developed in the study of prison policies and prison contexts to highlights that these different biographies have 

a common denominator which is the detention experience. 

Ethnographical contributions produced in detention contexts often succeed in disclosing only the great spread between the 

legislative framework and the real praxis, facing difficulties in pointing out marginal identity construction processes. The 

vision of the researcher role that we propose in this context refers to the importance of establishing an intervention modality 
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and to build an avant-guard collective political path opposite to the tendency to individualize guilt, proper of penitentiary 

institution.  
The need to reflect on the analysis method of imprisonment process, on marginalized identities’ construction, and on social 

disparity perpetuating through jail experiences, is increased in this new era of poverty criminalization and “Other” 

criminalization. It seems to be fundamental to reflect on the relationship between academia and prison (intended as subjective 

biographical experience) and also on the relationship between the anthropological discipline and the researched subject.  
Debating about incarceration experiences and total institutions means to speak about subjects who have experienced this on 

their own skin, trying to find difference ways to resist to one of the ultimate goals of lawful detention: the subjectivity 

annihilation through the criminalization of biographies non-compliant with the citizenship idea that the institution and society 

demand. Anthropology have examined in depth on the possibility of speaking about the Other (speaking instead of the Other). 

The convict criminology contributions have a part in this debate: how can we describe this suffering experiences of whom 

live in detention facilities when academia is speaking? This, consequently, lets us think on the research’s ultimate goal in the 

penitentiary field. It seems that suggestions of the “convict” approach, where the figure of the researcher and the prisoner 

overlap, had evoked uncertain reactions in academia.  
An afterthought on how to build an ethnography of incarceration which answers to the social justice questions and which 

thinks about the distance between academia and imprisonment experience, is essential. We propose to read the ethnographic 

research in jail as a space of co-construction of the experience and a speech possibility for the actors on the stage: the 

prisoner and the researcher. The aim had to be to highlight the historical and social causes beyond individual suffering, 

constantly obscured by penitentiary institution, linking biographies and building new ideas.  
In these years we can observe world-wide how the raising approval to penal populism is sdestined to increase violence and 

racism towards the lower class and minority ethnic groups, so the ethnographer must recognize the political influence of his 

scientific speech, without hiding the conflict, with the aim of building a study and a support path to the resistance practice 

from the bottom. 
 

“THESE ARE NOT BEAUTIFUL PICTURES” – EXPLORING THE ROLE OF RECOGNITION AMONG 

FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS IN MYANMAR THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY 
Liv S. Gaborit 
Roskilde University, DK. Gaborit@ruc.dk 

 

“These are not beautiful pictures.” These were the words Daw Phyu Phyu Thin, Director of the HCPP, used to describe the 

photos when opening the exhibition. These photos were not made to be beautiful, they were meant to tell a story of the life of 

former political prisoners after release, a story that is not always beautiful.  
2018 marked the thirty-year’s anniversary of the big uprising in Myanmar in 1988 that lead to imprisonment of big numbers 

of political activists. Still, there had been no formal recognition of political prisoners and many of them were struggling to re-

establish themselves after release and were calling for recognition from the state. In spite of the election of the first civilian 

government, and multiple former political prisoners having taken the seat as president, recognition remained absent. In this 

context, I facilitated an action research project with four former political prisoners. From February to August 2018 we 

worked together to create and exhibit photos of everyday life of former political prisoners today. The aim was to raise 

awareness of the issue and increase the understanding of the complexities of the struggles former political prisoners face. To 

do so, each photographer produced 15 photos showing the many different struggles, and successes, that political prisoners 

face after release. The collection of photos were exhibited under the title ‘Beyond the Prison Gate’, first at the Healthcare 

Centre for Political Prisoners (in a northern suburb to Yangon), then in a gallery in downtown Yangon and lastly in 2019 in 

Copenhagen, Denmark. These exhibitions were occasions that gave voice to some of the former political prisoners and 

created opportunities for alternative forms of recognition. 
The project was carried out as one element among others of my PhD on experiences of imprisonment in Myanmar. The PhD 

builds on 15 months of fieldwork in Yangon, Myanmar from 2016 – 2018. This paper specifically draws on the exhibited 

photos as data as well as observations of the process through which they were produced and reactions to the exhibition. 
This paper argues that recognition is crucial for successful reintegration after release. It does so by discussing experiences of 

imprisonment and release within a theoretical framework that conceptualises imprisonment as similar to the process of a 

ritual (van Gennep 1960; Turner et al. 2017) and recognition (Honneth 2012) as key to the final stage of the ritual, where 

reintegration (supposedly) takes place. 
 

CAPTIVE YOUTH IN A PRISON FOR ADOLESCENT OFFENDERS IN CHILE  
Claudio Ibarra 
Universidad Metropolitana de Chile, CH. claudio.ibarra@umce.cl  
 

Early in 2010, under Michelle Bachelet government, Chile built its first closed detention facility for adolescent offenders, in 

accordance with the provisions proposed by the Law on Criminal Liability of Adolescents (2007). For various reasons, the 

opening of the ‘Center’ – euphemism for prisons for children in Chile - was only possible in 2012 during Sebastián Piñera 

government. As pointed out by the former Minister of Justice Teodoro Rivera in an interview, the ‘Center’ involves 

something unpublished in Chile: ‘never made before, this is a new management model, because we are implementing a 

public-private partnership. Services to be outsourced were listed: training, education, health, intervention, laundry, toiletries, 

food, transportation, maintenance, equipment and infrastructures’. 
The ‘Centre’ is not only a novelty but also a space for neo-liberal experimentation, not only in the field of the administration 

of confinement but also in the implementation of a complex network to produce the carceral juvenile subject; mobilizing a 

choreography of various devices such as training, work, education, therapy, economy, sexuality, video-games, etc. – whose 

violence is sometimes shown subtle and imperceptible, sometimes crude and brutal.  
The governmental support of the ‘Centre’ in the public-private partnership, far from constituting a perfect amalgam in the 

rationality of the government of young offenders, has caused an increasing tension. Hence this prison has been transformed in 

the scene of disputes for knowledge, practices and economies of imprisonment, which are based on an ‘excluded’ third 

element: the imprisoned bodies. The conflict between state and private management involves both visibilities and 

concealments where the administration of life takes a leading role, but where also death emerges as what surpasses and 

constitutes at the same time its governmental techniques. 
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Some questions arise in this context: How does this economic management of punishment influence the government of 

captive adolescence? What kind of violence can this mobilize? How do prison devices and technologies opérate in this space? 

What subjectivities does it mould and what imaginary does it produce?

This presentation tries to answer these questions, which arise from an experience of research and militant committment 

carried out by members of the Chilean collective Ojo’e Perro, who carried out an audio-visual workshop in the prison, and a 

micro-documentary made with adolescent prisoners. The paper will use some audiovisual fragments to locate and outline this 

form of imprisonment and some of its considerations on the captive youth.

GANG COUNTER-HEGEMONY: THE PCC, ‘CRIMINALS’ AND THE PRISON SYSTEM

Vitor S. Dieter

University of Kent, UK. vitordieter@gmail.com 

Gang and organised crime ‘governance’ theory in prison (Skarbek, 2015; Lessing, 2015; Sobel & Osoba, 2009) and in the 

illicit markets (Von Lampe, 2016; Willis, 2015; Varese, 2011) have overemphasized gang institutionalisation as market-

orientated behaviour (Brotherton & Gude, 2018). Informed by my ethnographic research in a maximum-security prison and 

in the streets of a Brazilian southern city, I argue that the behaviour of the Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC) – the largest 

known Latin-American gang – has been ideologically orientated to support and mobilize the common organisation and needs 

of socially excluded and marginalised ‘criminals’. This approach has favoured the expansion and consolidation of the PCC 

amongst prisoners and street ‘criminals’ and mobilised their forces against other ‘gangs’ and the criminal justice system. 

Thus, in order to theoretically explain the success of the PCC in the ‘criminal world’ (Feltran, 2011; Dias, 2011; Biondi, 

2012), I argue research should understand the group’s capacity claim an ideology of the ‘ethics of crime’ as a counter-

hegemonic project (Thomas, 2009) that unites (self-defined) ‘criminals’ against the prison system.

Session 8. Friday 14.45 – 16.30 
RETHINKING PUNISHMENT, RESISTING THE PRISON 

Chair: Francesca Vianello

PUNITIVE DEMAGOGY AND POLITICAL RESISTANCE: REPERTOIRES AND DYNAMICS ‘BEYOND THE 

WALLS’, ‘IN SPITE OF THE WALLS’, ‘INTEGRATED DESPITE THE WALLS’ OR ‘TRESPASSING THE 

WALLS’ 

Marcos Cané

Universidad de José C. Paz/ UBA, AR. marcosmcane@gmail.com 

Ana Clara Piechestein

Universidad de José C. Paz/ UBA, AR. anaclara.piechestein@gmail.com 

Latin America has not remained alien to the social and political changes in the global context, including the ‘right-wing turn’ 

in many countries of the Global North, but also some local resistances have arised among those have historically oppressed or 

violated groups: indigenous peoples, women, LGBTIQ people, prisoners.

In Argentina, the movements for human rights founded in the civic military dictatorship (1976-1984) and the feminist 

movement (mostly Ni Una Menos) have shown in recent years an interesting ability to oppose resistance and unveil the 

effects of state repression driven by a right-wing government – which uses penal, prison and police repression to contain 

expression of social and political discontent before the advance of budgetary measures and economic adjustments against the 

most vulnerable sectors of society.

Through the research project ‘Changes in punishment in contemporary Argentina: legal reforms and their impact on the 

execution of the sentence of imprisonment’ (National University of José C. Paz) and ‘Social integration further than the walls 

of the prison walls: ties between the inside and the outside’ (UBA Extension project in the IV Federal prison complex for 

women), we are conducting an activist and academic work inside and outside the prison in order to think and analyse the 

forms of resistance that have been adopted by persons in street demonstrations, legal activism, and organisation inside the 

prisons (protests, riots, hunger strikes), and also the lines of connection between what happens inside and outside, and 

broader social and political movements, as happened with imprisoned women joining the first Paro Internacional de Mujeres 

on March-8t,h or the hunger strikes and protests in prisons against the reform of the federal Law of Penal Execution to 

prevent early releases (parole, temporary releases, etc.).

BEYOND THE PRISON CAREER. AN ANALYSIS OF LETTERS FROM ITALIAN PRISONS

Marco Nocente

University of Milano Bicocca, IT. m.nocente1@campus.unimib.it 

In the "era of rehabilitation" the sentence was reduced by reformist tendencies or, in other words, the sentence was shifted 

from body to soul (Hutchinson, 2006, p. 444). Considering this concept within the prison space, one of the main logics 

developed is “premiality”. It is a disciplinary logic based on reward and punishment, a concept like "punitive rehabilitation" 

and the "candy system" (Gormley, 2017, p. 52; Chantraine, 2006). It is an immanent logic in the new management of the 

improvement of prison space "conceived in terms of best working practices for staff and productive activities for prisoners" 

(Windlesham 1993).

The premiality creates egoistic needs and erosion of solidarity caused by the strategy divide and rule in a context that is based 

on limited and exclusive resources. An ambivalent condition in which, while doing one's best, all forms of solidarity are 

being eroded. A logic based on difference, which is a circular process of exclusion in the "respectful" era of rehabilitation, 

often too optimistic.

With these reflections in mind, it becomes essential to understand the tactics of those who have decided to oppose the model 

of power described. In other words, starting from the prison space, one can understand the action of resisting and performing 

rather than being subjugated by power, or the conditions of those who pay the price of being openly beyond the correctional 
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career. For these reasons prison conflicts becomes a fundamental lens to understand the strategies behind the relation of 

power inside the prison walls, even they are not seen (or reported).

What I want to present is the development of a discursive analysis of prison letters collected in an archive of a libertarian 

collective focused on the Italian prisons. This archive has some peculiarities (not representative and generalizable sample of 

the prison population), almost all the prisoners who wrote to this booklet (since 2006) are prisoners that decided to stay 

beyond the disciplinary carrier, or they decided to stop to cooperate with prison institutes or, if they are cooperating at some 

level with the prison treatment, they live it in a critical way. They are, at some level of generalization, the ones who 

denounced the premiality logics.

The success of power is always proportional to the mechanism it conceals (Foucault, 1976, p. 60), which is why it is essential 

to bring back a particular point of view of the inside, especially because we have tried to put together and communicate the 

inside of different prisons, united by the same critical position in relation to the model of power described. These letters seem 

a good solution to study an extraordinary prison condition. By extraordinary, I mean not only prison revolt, but rather a 

general conflicting position of imprisonment. By studying the conflicts, it is possible to destroy the front of the prison, in the 

clumsy sense, this is another reason to use this methodology.

To conclude, the real bet of this research is to understand how to move beyond its granted unstoppable flows through this 

power model, because its ameliorative action is real, and cannot be unconditionally criticized. 

PLAYING FOR TIME IN PRISON

Ana Gabriela Braga

Univ. of Minho, PT/ Unesp, BR. professora.anagabriela@gmail.com 

This work intends to think about the resistance towards the criminalization, using a specific action in prison: the coordination 

of "Me livro"- a university reading project in a prison in São Paulo developed by the university extension group: CEL 

Cárcere, Expressão e Liberdade (Prison, Expression and Freedom). An insurrection plan that starts from the inside, by 

creating libertarian spaces in jail, but with heads and arms that approach the outside. 

The epistemological constitution between subject and object of knowledge is consolidated by overcoming the distribution of 

power and the unequal knowledge between the bodies. Nowadays, in which there are disputes about “places of speech”, the 

knowledge produced by excluded groups also contributes as a critique to the essentialism involving identity politics and the 

supposed effects of exclusion and silencing produced. 

Recognizing the experience - non-essentialist – to promote pedagogical practices is a way to face the re-inscription of 

violence and domination in the context of discursive production, to resist. Now, they are the bodies that speak, that 

experience, that feel, that reflect, which are able to test the supposedly universal theories. In the criminological field, this 

confrontation has a special meaning, because it is capable of subverting the relationship between subject and object of 

knowledge. The bodies of criminal control, inserted in the regimes of capitalist, patriarchal and racial power, are, from their 

experiences and reflections about them – and beyond them-, questioning the criminological dogmas and claiming to 

participate in the process of knowledge production that will be validated institutionally.   

The open dialogue between community and prison can make the characteristic closure of the penitentiary institution more 

flexible, therefore reducing the impact of the prison on the life of the prisoner and enabling a qualitative decrease in 

imprisonment. We emphasize the need to place the Public University as an agent on the construction and transformation of 

reality. Reaffirming the role of the university extension groups, and of the researchers or social scientists also, to direct their 

efforts towards the prison field, especially highlighting the commitments and political consequences of university activity in 

prison. 

Thereby, our prison insurrection plan is penetrating the institutional blockade and projecting also our activities into the 

penitentiary’s interior, which is subverting the prison logic by the group's experience. Exploring the possibility of subversion 

of the logic of imprisonment inside the prison itself: assuming time in prison is useless for that, must be eliminated. The time 

spent with books, otherwise, is a present time, alive. They open possibilities in bars, at the same time they dismiss some of 

the reader's time in prison, getting close to symbolic, but also material, freedom.

BRACELETS  AND BUTTONS : THE UNIVERSE  OF ELECTRONIC  MONITORING  DEVICES  FOR 
PRISONERS IN ARGENTINA
Cristina Zackseski
Univ. de Brasilia, BR. cristinazbr@gmail.com

This paper presents the main results of a research carried out in Argentina in the beginning of 2018 on the implementation 
of electronic  monitoring  in that country . The research  was done  through  bibliographic  survey , document  consultation , 
collection  of statistical  data  on prisons  and prison  population , as well  as on the available  historical  cases  of electronic 
monitoring. We interviewed actors from executive and judiciary branches of federal government, and from the province and 
city of Buenos Aires executive and judiciary branches. Four judges were interviewed  representing  the judiciary branch of 
the government. Two managers of the executive branch and three prison officers that work at the monitoring facilities that 
we visited  were  also  interviewed . In addition , we visited  two female  federal  prisons  in the city  of Buenos  Aires . The 
analysis  of ankle  monitor , known  as "bracelets ” in Argentina , usage  and  techniques  were  held  after  pondering  over 
Foucault's, Bauman's and Fassim's writings. Emergency or panic buttons are also used there, generally for cases of intimate/
domestic violence. The accomplishments of this research yield knowledge on forms of dynamics and control, in and outside 
prisons.
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SOCIAL HARM WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
SEX, DANGER AND SOCIAL HARM: RESISTING CARCERAL LOGICS 

Chair: Sarah Lamble

This panel explores the contemporary construction and regulation of figures and practices deemed to be sexually ‘deviant’, socially harmful 

and dangerous in a neoliberal era. It critiques carceral and transphobic logics within elements of contemporary gender and sexual politics and 
practices through different but complementary case studies: the demonisation of trans women prisoners in the UK; constructions of sex on 

drugs as always-already endangered or self-endangering; the responsibilisation of sexual practices through discourses of consent that place 

certain sexual subjects and practices as dangerous and deserving of increasingly punitive and carceral responses.
The panel examines the imbrication of feminist politics and punitive ideologies through a critique of historical tendencies within feminism to 

link the safety of women, queers, people of colour and others to expansion of state power and carceral ideologies of punishment and social 

control. The papers consider the ways that the deployment of particular kinds of sexual dangers and risks works to produce responsibilised 

and victimised ‘good’ sexual subjects and dangerous or self-endangering ‘bad’ sexual politics, both of which require the state for regulation 

or protection.

The panel sits at the intersection of critical feminist responses to carceral feminism, queer critiques of sexual normativity and transformative 
justice activism to argue that critiques of the expansion of state power in the regulation of the sexual require the critical dismantling of 

contemporary figures of sexual danger and endangerment.

PLEASURE IN DANGER: PASTORAL POWER AND THE CREEPING CRIMINALISATION OF CHEMSEX

Alex Dymock 

Royal Holloway University of London, UK. Alex.Dymock@rhul.ac.uk 

Robert Jago

Royal Holloway University of London, UK. Robert.Jago@rhul.ac.uk 

‘Chemsex’, the sexualised use of drugs by men who have sex with men (MSM), has been positioned in the in medical 

rhetorics as a ‘public health concern’ (MacFarlane 2016), and in the media as a ‘dark, dangerous world’ (Strudwick 2016), 

and a ‘horror story’ (Flynn 2015).

Though the use of psychoactive substances by men who have sex with men (MSM) has long been documented, the specific 

features of chemsex, including participation in weekend-long sex parties, furtive intravenous injecting, and multiple-partner 

intercourse, have sparked a call from doctors and researchers for chemsex to become a ‘public health priority’. While the 

risks and associated harms experienced by some MSM should not be understated or trivialised, it is nonetheless essential that 

the management of chemsex practices, particularly those initiated by sexual health services, is also subjected to critical 

scrutiny.

This paper will argue that although sexual health providers are focused squarely on harm reduction, beneficent strategies to 

encourage abstinence from chemsex, such as confession practices and community responsibilisation are imbued with markers 

of pastoral power (Davis 2017; Foucault 1978). While this approach to managing chemsex is positioned as a means of 

resisting the stigmatising carceral logics that typically underpin policing and punishment of drug users, the enforcement of 

‘community first aid’ around chemsex,particularly the requirement that individual men renounce their own pleasure for the 

sake of their community, has nonetheless led to creeping processes of criminalisation.

RESISTING CARCERAL LOGICS IN THE TRANS PRISON POLICY DEBATES (OR WHY ABOLITIONISTS 

SHOULD CARE ABOUT TRANS POLITICS)

Sarah Lamble

Birbeck University of London, UK. s.lamble@bbk.ac.uk 

Trans prison policy in the UK has recently been in the media spotlight, as proposed reforms to the Gender Recognition Act 

have sparked fierce debates about trans identity and legal protections regarding sex and gender, particularly with respect to 

sex-segregated spaces such as prisons, refuges, changing rooms and toilets. The debates have become increasingly polarised 

and the mainstream media has repeatedly framed the issues as a clash between ‘women’s rights’ versus ‘trans rights.’ This 

paper will argue that mainstream narratives around these debates are not only misleading but are underpinned by carceral 

logics. By casting the entrance of trans women into women’s prisons an inherent threat to non-trans women, the media 

narratives work on the one hand to demonise trans women and on the other to recast women’s prisons as places of safety and 

refuge rather than sites of institutional harm and violence. By locating the primary source of gendered danger in the bodies of 

trans women, the narratives obscure the sexual and gender harms that trans women experience and reduce systemic critics of 

violence to a problem of identity. The paper argues that a feminist abolitionist framework grounded in transformative justice 

principles can offer a more fruitful lens through which to address the current debates and link struggles for gender, sexual, 

racial and socioeconomic justice.

MANDATING CONSENT: CARCERAL HORIZONS AND VISIONS OF DANGEROUS SEX IN 

CONTEMPORARY CONSENT DISCOURSE

Tanya Serisier

Birbeck University of London, UK. t.serisier@bbk.ac.uk 

Reframings of consent over the last decade have provided a space for the enactment of new sexual ethics and politics. 

However, as these debates have increasingly been taken up by criminal justice agencies there has been a shift from an 

oppositional register that sees enthusiastic and affirmative consent as carrying the potential to overhaul (hetero)sexual norms 
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to constructions of a binary of legal/illegal sex defined primarily through discourses of criminalisation. This paper asks about 

the consequences of attempting to reform sexual ethics and politics through a carceral horizon, arguing that these new forms 

of regulation may work to construct divisions between sexually respectable and dangerous sexual subjects in ways that mirror 

class and racial vectors of power. I argue that such a logic reinforces rather than contests heteronormative harms and power 

dynamics and reproduces longstanding tropes of sexual danger as arising from criminalised others rather than norms and 

dominant practices of (hetero)sex.

Session 2. Thursday 10.00 – 11.30 
COMPETITION, DEREGULATION AND HARM 

Chair: Steve Tombs

UNCOVERING THE TRAJECTORIES OF DEREGULATION IN FINNISH LEGISLATION

Anne Alvesalo

University of Turku, FI. anne.alvesalo-kuusi@utu.fi 

Nea Peltoniemi

University of Turku, FI. nea.h.peltoniemi@utu.fi 

The processes of deregulation, often accompanied with privatisation, have been witnessed in the industrialised world from 

the seventies to the present, as politicians of all stripes have proclaimed that there is no alternative to the rise of free 

capitalism, globalisation or deregulation (Tombs 2016, 16, Bourdieu and Waquant 2001). Many scholars have pointed out 

that we live in an era in which the ‘conventional wisdom’ is that the government can do little good and the market can do 

little wrong (e.g. Dempsey 1996), even though there is ample evidence of the scale of harm caused, and crimes committed, 

by private entities – corporations in particular.

The objective of the project in progress, is to build an understanding of the extent and substance of key areas of deregulation 

which have materialised in Finnish legislation between 1980 and 2021, using computational methods. The project aims to 

uncover the trajectories of the rationale and legitimisation of deregulation, as well as the composition of interest groups in the 

law-drafting process. The project will also map the extent of international and EU influences on national law, as well as 

constitutional issues tackled in the legislative processes. Furthermore, it will measure the extent to which deregulation has 

produced re-regulation and other types of governance. It studies previously under-researched processes and influences 

affecting deregulation and ultimately the society. The research group will employ qualitative, quantitative, as well as digital 

research methods developed in different disciplines. The empirical data consists of documents produced in legislative 

processes. The project enhances transparency in law-making by developing a research infrastructure through which 

researchers and other interested parties such as journalists and active citizens can easily access a multitude of information 

concerning the legislative process and the use of power therein.

SETTING THE CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION: REPOSITIONING THE NEOLIBERAL STATE IN THE 

FRAUD DEBATE

Kate Tudor

Sunderland University, UK. Kate.tudor@sunderland.ac.uk 

The night watchman state of neoliberal rhetoric carries out several core functions, beyond which its influence is flatly 

rejected. However, the rupture between this theoretical construct and the reality of the neoliberal state has long since been 

recognised. In practice, the state has not retreated from its involvement in markets and has not impartially upheld and 

enforced fair competition and compliance with the law. As a result, it has created an environment in which the boundary 

between legal and illegal conduct has become blurred and powerful actors are able to act with impunity in their pursuit of 

profit. Within criminological theory, links have been made between the conditions created by the neoliberal state and the 

proliferation of harmful and criminal corporate practices which are now endemic throughout the neoliberal economy. The 

current research seeks to extend this analysis of the state’s responsibility in the creation of harm and criminality by examining 

the way in which the conditions present within the mainstream economic landscape also facilitate more individualistic acts of 

economic predation further down the social scale.

Drawing on data collected in interviews with those convicted for the perpetration of high-yield investment (Ponzi) fraud, the 

paper explores some of the ways in which the narratives of convicted fraudsters are shaped by the economic landscape of 

neoliberal capitalism. The recognition of the endemic criminality present in the mainstream economy allowed fraudsters 

access to rationalisations which normalised harmful economic conduct and allowed them to question the boundaries of 

legality and morality. However, despite this, respondents continued to frame their economic victimisation of others as being 

problematic and undesirable. Thus, rather than serving to reconfigure morality, the conditions present in the mainstream 

economic landscape served to facilitate participation in fraud in a much more pragmatic sense. Existence within neoliberal 

capitalism ultimately served to reduce the participants’ capacity to act ethically as the moral elements of decision-making 

were reduced to their smallest possible dimensions. Rather, acts of predation were understood to offer the only way of 

surviving in the brutal competitive landscape of neoliberal capitalism in which acts of criminality and harm are routinely used 

to secure success.

Session 3. Thursday 12.00 – 13.45 
FEMINIST RESPONSES TO GBV 

Chair: Ida Nafstad

LEARNING FROM UK ANTI-CARCERAL FEMINIST LEGACIES: WHAT COULD TRANSFORMATIVE 

JUSTICE RESPONSES TO GENDERED VIOLENCE LOOK LIKE?

Julia Downes

Open University, UK. julia.downes@open.ac.uk 
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Critical analysis of feminist anti-violence movements in the US have argued that dominant social responses to gendered 

violence have been shaped by a ‘carceral feminist’ epistemology (Gottschalk 2006; Bernstein 2007; Richie 2012; Kim 2015). 

Critical work on the histories of women’s prison abolition activisms in US and Australia have expanded definitions of 

gendered violence - with the prison representing the thin edge of carceral violence that women experience within everyday 

life – to theorise an anti-carceral feminist perspective (Carlton & Russell 2018; Thuma 2019). However, in the UK, the 

picture is unclear. Some have claimed that the UK feminist anti-violence movement has been able to retain its radical 

oppositional ideology (Gottschalk 2006, p. 122); whereas, Black British feminists have argued that the demands of the 

feminist anti-violence movement have been incorporated ‘at the price of a radical analysis of the role of state violence in the 

lives of women of colour’ (Sudbury 2006, p. 22). In Britain a political disconnect between movements against state violence 

(including prison abolition) and violence against women (including the specialist sector) has arguably limited discussions of 

non-state responses to violence and harm that are central to an abolitionist world without prisons. The process of doing 

activist research and workshops with activists to explore gendered violence in the British Left with the aim of opening up 

discussion on non-state responses to harm has hit multiple challenges (Downes, Hanson & Hudson 2016; Downes 2017). 

What is needed at this juncture is a critical engagement with British anti-violence social movement histories including the 

messy moments, struggles, hostilities, failures, exclusions and conflicts. 

In my ongoing archive-based research project I am gathering evidence of how various 'outsiders' thought about and 

responded to the violence they faced, including: women who are black and minority ethnic, disabled, working class, in 

prison, queer, transgender, lesbian and sex workers in the UK. In this paper I will draw upon my collaboration with Women 

Against Rape (WAR) and the Black Women’s Rape Action Project (BWRAP) based at the Crossroads Women’s Centre in 

London, UK (alongside English Collective of Prostitutes, WinVisible and All African Women’s Group). I will critically 

explore diverse strategies used by these groups to challenge sexual violence since 1976. I will consider how an anti-carceral 

feminist analysis of gendered violence emerged that 1. considers links between state and interpersonal violence and, 2. deals 

with the complexities of intersections of race, class, disability and gender that shape experiences of sexual violence and the 

resources available to resist and respond to it. These approaches reveal multiple strategies, creative responses and 

experiments in resisting violence that offer valuable tools and lessons to help activistsstrengthen non-state responses to 

gendered violence in Britain as well as ways to build solidarity across borders in the global struggle against gendered 

violence. 

WOMEN ARE INVINCIBLE: RAPE RESISTANCE AND LEGAL VICTIM BLAME IN EARLY VICTIMOLOGY

Rebecca Stringer 
University of Otago, NZ. rebecca.stringer@otago.ac.nz 

This paper focuses on the early work of a co-founder of victimology, the Jewish Romanian scholar and criminal defence 

attorney Benjamin Mendelsohn. Early victimology was notoriously – one could say shamefully – victim blaming. The early 

victimologists shifted the gaze of criminological enquiry from the criminal to the crime victim, not in order to 

compassionately co-articulate victims’ perspectives and ordeals or explore the complexity of victimization, but instead to 

investigate victims as the causative agents of crimes committed against them. Few academic victimologists would now 

ascribe to the baldly victim blaming ‘penal’ victimology elaborated in Mendelsohn’s early work, and in the wake of the Nazi 

invasion of Romania, Mendelsohn himself abandoned penal victimology in favour of ‘general’ victimology. While the 

declining arc of early victimology’s influence within academic victimology is clear, little attention has been paid to the 

lingering presence of early victimology in the sphere where it most ardently sought to have an impact: the conceptual and 

strategic landscape of rape jurisprudence. Such attention is now warranted amidst contemporary feminist politicizations of 

rape, from SlutWalk and the Title IV campaigns to the #MeToo movement, where the call to believe survivors instead of 

blaming the victim has served to renew critical scrutiny of courtroom or ‘legal’ victim blame.

Feminists object to legal victim blame primarily for ethical reasons: victim blame is wrong because it trades on misogynistic 

rape myths, is known to egregiously revictimize the victim-witness, and reinforces a rape permissive legal system and social 

climate. Criminal defence attorneys have been outspoken in response to this feminist critique, arguing that in legal settings 

victim blame does not spring from misogyny but instead occurs legitimately, as a timeless and essential feature of judicial 

fairness – a necessary evil that upholds appellate rights. As one attorney recently put it in complaint against the #MeToo 

movement, ‘Blame the victim: that is the job of effective defense counsel.’ But how did blaming the victim become the job of 

defence counsel? My analysis of Mendelsohn’s early work shows that his rape victimology was courtroom-ready and 

specifically addressed to judges and defence attorneys, who are urged to take up the fresh avenues of victim blaming legal 

defence afforded by the victimological turn. Mendelsohn elaborated a (pseudo-)scientific discourse of women’s invincibility 

which constructs the female body as purpose built for rape resistance and positions victims as responsible for rape on account 

of their having formidable powers of self-defence.

The hallmarks of Mendelsohn’s resistance-responsibility nexus (and its later rebirth in the work of Amir) are still very 

apparent in contemporary rape jurisprudence. When defence attorneys prepare their cases and cross examine victim-

witnesses, they visit logics and rehearse moves Mendelsohn helped to forge. When discussing Mendelsohn’s influence one 

must, however, be cautious to avoid according his ideas greater coherence than is due. As readers of academic victimology 

well know, Mendelsohn’s ‘science of the victim’ inheritedand multiplied the flaws of logical positivism. His victim blaming 

constructions are logically inconsistent and therefore easily assailed. In view of this it is difficult to explain their lingering 

persistence in the venues of rape jurisprudence, except to say that it cannot be because of their rigor or sound logic.

Cautiously situating Mendelsohn as a key figure in the history of evolving strategies of legal victim blame, my paper will 

critically unpack Mendelsohn’s discourse of women’s invincibility. In the current context of renewed scrutiny of legal victim 

blame, there is value in revisiting the shameful history of victimology, if only to ensure the academic critique of penal 

victimology is at last brought to bear on Mendelsohn’s lingering legal cognates.

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK: AN EXPLORATION OF THE EROSION OF WOMEN'S INFLUENCE WITHIN 

POST-INDUSTRIAL STATES ACROSS EUROPE

Greta Squire

Bristol University, UK. g.squire@brighton.ac.uk 
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Back in 2016, at the Women Against Violence Europe conference, speaker after speaker spoke of the current crisis in 

women's services. Some called for a 'Call to Arms', the need to return to activism as a way to curb the duality of gender 

neutrality and cuts to funding, which appeared to be impacting countries across Europe. This declaration of intent is a far cry 

from much of the literature, which outlines how women's services have elected to work with women's policy agencies to 

achieve a favourable State response to gender violence and have rejected their ideological roots. (McBride & Mazur: 2010). 

This exploration of 'State feminism', which forges the idea that having a gender equality mechanism is seen as an essential 

factor to a democratic state, appears to be questionable in the current political climate.

This paper is developed from a doctoral thesis, which is in its early stages, but is aiming to examine the tensions between 

women's services and the State across Europe. Has this consensus model of 'State feminism' now proved to be out-dated in 

this emerging angry politics.

Session 4. Day 15.30 – 17.00 
STATE, SOCIETY & RESISTANCE 

Chair: Steve Tombs

SOCIAL HARM AS MORBIDITY AND MALAISE

Roy Coleman

University of Liverpool, UK. Roy.Coleman@liverpool.ac.uk 

This paper looks at contemporary forms of social harm or neobarbaric social relations through the lens of Gramsci, Durkheim 

and Veblen. Some of the issues analysed under the banner of social harm can be related to the concerns of these earlier 

thinkers when they spoke of anomie, the crisis of hegemony and the normalisation of narcissism in individual and 

institutional life.

These three writers foresaw the normalization of morbid social relations and the social and psychic harms that would ensue. 

They employed strikingly similar language in diagnosing ‘the problem’ of capitalist morbidity. This paper will explore how 

Gramsci characterized morbid symptoms, identifiable in times of politico-economic crisis, particularly when the cultural 

authority of the state was in doubt. Gramsci and Durkheim also identified morbidity as a form of social stasis: what the 

former called “fossilised politics” and the latter “absolute uniformity”. Exploring these ideas, I argue that contemporary 

morbidity coheres with widespread coercion in cultural life that includes the entrepreneurialized self and an over-rationalized 

politics. Both these writers saw crisis in political and state leadership where, to paraphrase both Gramsci and Durkheim, ‘the 

old gods are dying, and the new ones cannot be born’. The paper explores the contemporary relevance of “morbid symptoms 

and fevers” (Gramsci), “negative solidarities” (Durkheim) and the “barbaric institution and self” (Veblen) in order to think 

social harm as a form of economic violence sustained through joyless competitive cultures, narcissism, metrification and the 

side-lining of compassion in political and academic life. Early sociology saw social harm as much in economic injustice but 

also in the destruction of spontaneous / creative / emotional forces they thought absolutely necessary for social justice and 

change.

RESISTING THE PUNITIVE STATE: CRISES OF SOCIAL REPRODUCTION AND THE ‘INTEGRATIVE-

TRANSITIONAL’ APPROACH AS A STRATEGY FOR TRANSFORMATION

Joe Greener

University of Liverpool, UK. jgreener@liverpool.ac.uk 

Emily Hart

University of Liverpool, UK. E.L.Hart@liverpool.ac.uk 

Rich Moth

Liverpool Hope University, UK. mothr@hope.ac.uk 

We begin with a conceptual analysis of the harms associated with recent manifestations of the state-corporate nexus, in 

particular the austerity agenda and ‘punitive’ policy turn that characterises contemporary neoliberalism and its project to 

reformulate the nature of class society. The recrafting of class relations entails changes to the labour market, systems of social 

reproduction and the wider ideological climate geared to bolstering the structural power of capital. Crucially, the tendency 

towards labour market responsibilisation generates crises within systems of social reproduction such as welfare institutions. 

Increasingly the latter are failing to fulfil their structural role in securing subsistence and instead have reoriented towards the 

political weaponisation of shame, denigration of marginal groups and the provision of a platform for income generation by 

financialised capitalism. 

Having developed this analysis of crisis tendencies within the arenas of production and reproduction arising from the current 

punitive state-corporate nexus, we then turn to theorisations of resistance. To do so we draw on recent contributions in 

Marxist-feminist social reproduction theory (SRT) which argue that production and reproduction should be understood as 

interconnected aspects of a unified process under capitalism. This enables a restatement of the primary political agency of the 

working class but on the basis of an expanded definition that includes all those engaged in productive and reproductive 

labour.

Moreover in this expansive definition both productive and reproductive spheres are conceived as sites of class struggle. 

Consequently, while the workplace remains crucial, the terrain of contestation is stretched beyond this and into public 

services and community spaces.

We conclude with reflections on the implications of this SRT framework for interventions in contemporary political struggles. 

Drawing on this theoretical foundation we propose a particular strategic orientation which we call the ‘integrative 

transitional’ (IT) approach. IT strategy involves the articulation of determinate demands that reflect material interests and 

address concrete practical needs arising in both productive and reproductive spheres, but which transcend the narrow 

horizons of neoliberal policy thereby inviting a transformative challenge to the status quo. This approach utilises counter-

hegemonic ‘subversive concepts’ and operates as means to build and strengthen diverse and broad-based alliances of 

resistance.
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RESISTING THE SOCIAL PRODUCTION OF PARALLEL SOCIETY

Ida Nafstad

Lund University, SWE. ida.nafstad@soclaw.lu.se 

Parallel society is a term with clear negative connotations, often used as self-evidence without further need for explanation. 

The term has been used to describe a worst-case scenario – an unwillingness to integrate, a growing danger of disintegrated 

society, ethnic colonies and Islamic fundamentalism – and it has provided politicians with a “scientific” term to forward anti-

migration, anti-multiculturalist ideologies and discourses, and for the police to act upon such. Earlier studies of parallel 

societies have been used as scientific legitimization for hate speech targeting social differences, and for public policies 

agitating against inclusive understandings of differences. The term parallel society is increasingly used in Swedish media, in 

public reports and by the police, where it is framed as a force on its way to take over core societal structures in socially 

vulnerable areas, such as criminal and private law, banking, and housing and labor markets. Thus, control efforts and 

repressive strategies toward specific neighborhoods and groups of people are legitimized, increasing criminalization of 

everyday life.

The ambition of this paper is to present a project examining the content of the term parallel society as it is used in media 

discourses, to investigate its possible impact on policies, as well as social harm and control efforts resulting from the 

introduction and use of this concept.

Following the conference call, the paper is also an effort to discuss such public discourses’ possible negative impacts on the 

right to a dignified life, and to challenge these discourses and the power structures forming them. The social creation of new 

constructs such as parallel society, through “knowledge” production, de-legitimizing social diversity while legitimizing the 

repression of vulnerable groups of people, is something to which researchers, as producers of knowledge, must pay careful 

attention when engaging with such concepts. The paper intends to engage in a discussion about possible strategies of 

resistance against the creation of new constructs that have a negative bearing on vulnerable people’s everyday lives and 

dignity.

REDUCING HARM THAT RESULTS FROM NORMALIZED PRACTICES OF CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

Katja Simončič

University of Ljubljana, SL. katja.simoncic@pf.uni-lj.si 

The fact that criminology focuses primarily on criminality, while social harm remains peripheral, contributes to the public 

opinion that criminal acts such as murder and robbery are fundamentally unacceptable while socially harmful activities, such 

as consumerism or the nature of work today are considered normal in the context of neoliberal capitalism.

Consumerism, in particular, is a phenomenon that states as well as corporations happily support in their pursuit of growth. 

My research deals with social harm that occurs as a consequence of fast fashion, i.e., the phenomenon of mass consumption 

of clothing, that has been on the rise since the 1990s. The reason I am focusing on this topic is that consumerism in buying 

fashion products is a representative example of a practice in contemporary society which has numerous negative 

consequences, yet, is considered normal. It's important to question the normality of these practices and in my view 

criminology as well as zemiology play an important role in doing just that. By labeling human activity as normal, harmful or 

criminal, criminology and zemiology can influence the perception people have of an act which can have an effect on their 

future actions. I thus argue that criminologists and zemiologists have the power to contribute to the reduction of harm by 

revolting against the normalization of harmful activities and labelling harmful activities as harmful.

By using the reintegrative shaming theory I develop a thesis on how such labelling practices can have a positive effect and 

result in the reduction of harm.

Session 5. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES AND VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS 

Chair: Christina Pantazis

SEXUAL VIOLENCE ON CAMPUS: AN EXPLORATION OF INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSES

Kym Atkinson

Liverpool John Moores University, UK. K.atkinson@ljmu.ac.uk 

Sexual violence against university students in the UK has, in recent years, gained significant media attention. The 2016 

Universities UK report, Changing the Culture, has been seen as a turning point in universities responses to sexual violence. 

Individual institutions have responded in relation to the prevention and response to sexual violence, however, commitment 

and responses are varied across universities. Institutional level responses often fail to adequately address sexual violence 

carried out by staff and to move beyond the creation of, or alteration of, policies which serve typically to protect the 

reputation of the university. Feminist calls for a gendered analysis of sexual violence in universities continue to be minimised 

and silenced and responsibility for sexual violence continues to be deflected away from the institutions themselves.

This paper draws on ongoing PhD research which explores the nature, extent and response to sexual violence against women 

students at one university in England. Findings from a student survey and interviews with student survivors of sexual 

violence and key stakeholders will be presented. The findings will be considered within the current context of Higher 

Education, highlighting tensions between institutional responses and feminist calls for radical, transformational change.

EXAMINING THE PREVALENCE OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE AT A NEW ZEALAND UNIVERSITY AND 

RETHINKING SEXUAL VIOLENCE STATISTICS

Kayla Stewart

University of Otago, NZ. kayla.stewart@otago.ac.nz 

University students are an at-risk group for experiencing sexual violence, as demonstrated by international research. In this 

context, the ‘Sexual Experiences Survey’ (SES) is the most frequently used measure to determine the prevalence of sexual 
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victimisation and perpetration. Results of the SES are typically generated using a scoring procedure that sorts experiences 

according to assault outcomes and then organises these hierarchically based on legal precedent and their assumed severity. 

While the original scoring procedure allows for easily digestible results, and has been instrumental in putting the issue of 

sexual violence on the agenda of policymakers, I argue that this procedure creates a problematic hierarchy of victimisation 

and obscures the role of the perpetrator.

The purpose of this paper is threefold. First, to use the SES to examine the prevalence of sexual violence on a New Zealand 

Aotearoa university campus (a context which had not been studied prior). Second, through this examination offer a critical 

analysis of the scoring procedure. Finally, to explore the utility of an alternative scoring procedure that organises experiences 

according to the tactic used by perpetrators to execute the assault without the imposition of a hierarchy. The imposition of a 

hierarchy essentially makes determinations as to whose experience is more or less severe than another’s, or in the case of a 

person with multiple experiences, that one particular experience was more or less severe than another. To make such 

determinations lends itself to the notion of worthy victims. Victimologists have considered how victim characteristics, 

combined with the social and interactional contexts in which their experiences take place, determines whether society deems 

them an ideal and hence worthy victim. This then establishes their entitlements to sympathy, support, and resources and 

imposes expectations for their demonstrations of victimhood after the event. 

Organising experiences hierarchically can cause harm by minimising some people’s experiences, effectively assigning less 

worthiness and has the potential to undermine a victim’s status as real and deserving. This may have consequences in terms 

of policy makers and resource allocation. Prevalence data is often used by policy makers to inform their response to this 

issue. By categorising experiences hierarchically based on outcomes, it may be that resources are assigned accordingly, i.e., it 

is assumed more severe experiences require (or are worthier of) greater resources and vice versa with less severe experiences.

Research suggests severity comprises myriad factors and there is no consistent response from individuals (with each 

requiring varying degrees of support) and so such an approach is problematic. Another effect of this way of generating sexual 

violence statistics is that it syntactically obscures the role of perpetrators. Feminists have long contended that sexual violence 

statistics and discourse around the issue act to erase perpetrators and their actions and the gendered agency behind the 

violence, specifically that it is most often men’s violenceagainst women. By presenting results by tactics it is easier to bring 

perpetrators into the conversation. It shifts the focus to what the perpetrator did in order to execute the assault.

That brings both the action and hence an agent into the narrative and signals perpetrator blameworthiness. I argue that 

generating statistics based on tactics can serve as an antithesis to the victim-blame and consequent social harm that frequently 

permeates discourse on sexual violence.

I argue that a non-hierarchical tactic-based scoring procedure remedies the issues raised by the original scoring procedure. 

Further, a tactic-based scoring procedure provides increased utility of the SES by elucidating context around experiences of 

sexual victimisation thereby broadening our understanding of sexual violence.

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND INSTITUTIONAL DISAVOWAL (cancelled)
Kate Tucker
Liverpool John Moores University, UK. k.a.tucker@2015.ljmu.ac.uk  

Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) is widely recognised as a significant problem in contemporary England that requires a multi-

agency response. However, this required response has always been, and continues to demonstrate a lamentable failure on the 

part of all institutions involved. In the years under examination (2010-2015), England experienced a peak in waves of cultural 

concern around CSA after high profile cases such as the ‘grooming gangs’ in Rotherham and Rochdale, and the abuse 

perpetrated with impunity within institutions by the disc jockey Jimmy Saville, served to place the issue of CSA firmly back 

on the political agenda. The institutional response to these cases was a repeated call to ‘learn lessons’, which serves to 

historicise CSA and is the generic state reaction to crisis of this type. 

Drawing upon data from a PhD project considering official and political institutional responses to CSA, this paper critically 

examines the discursive construction of CSA and considers the extent to which CSA has been recognised as a gendered social 

harm within these institutional sites. The paper will consider how certain institutional discourses are normalised and remain 

the authority regarding CSA no matter the inherent disavowal of all institutions involved. The paper will provide a challenge 

to these dominant discourses and argue for the need for feminist responses to this harm, and how this response will transgress 

state defined discourses and common-sense assumptions regarding CSA.

UK FGM-SAFEGUARDING: WHERE’S THE HARM IN IT?

Christina Pantazis

University of Bristol, UK. c.pantazis@bristol.ac.uk 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is a ‘global concern’ with UN members agreeing a target for its elimination by 2030 

(UNICEF 2015). In the UK, specific legislation against FGM has been in place since the Prohibition of Female Circumcision 

Act 1985, which was updated and replaced by the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003. In 2014, The Guardian newspaper 

backed a campaign spearheaded by a Bristol-Somali schoolgirl and the Bristol charity, Integrate, which brought the topic to 

national prominence. The UK government subsequently developed a range of legislation and policies in response to the 

perceived risk (which fall under the umbrella term ‘FGM-safeguarding’), largely implemented through the Serious Crimes 

Act 2015.

This paper reports on a study examining the perspectives of Somali families living in Bristol with experience of FGM-

safeguarding services. The study utilising focus group interviews with a total of 30 Somali mothers, fathers and young adults 

uncovered that FGM-safeguarding interventions by statutory services (social services, health, education and the police) often 

led to devasting impacts for families who were perceived with suspicion.

Suspicion by state professionals was not necessarily based on any evidence of criminal wrong-doing but instead linked 

explicitly to parents’ Somali heritage. Using a zemiological perspective, the paper documents how FGM-safeguarding 

policies and practices can often lead to harmful impacts to both parents and children. The paper ends by considering changes 

that need to be introduced to end the discriminating and stigmatising impacts of FGM-safeguarding, without.
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Session 6. Friday 11.45 – 13.15 
GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE 

Chair: Katja Simončič

MEASURING GENDER DIFFERENCES IN EXPOSURE TO DOMESTIC ABUSE IN SWEDEN – TAKING 

ACCOUNT OF COERCIVE CONTROL, IMPACT OF VIOLENCE AND PATTERNS OVER TIME

Sara Skoog Waller

University of Gävle, SWE. saawag@hig.se  

Sofia Wikman

University of Gävle, SWE. Sofia.Wikman@hig.se 

The controversy over gender differences in exposure to domestic violence (DV) seems to be a never-ending story. 

Researchers on one side of the debate argue that men and women are equally victimized (gender symmetry), while researches 

on the other side of the debate argue that women are victimized to larger extent, and with greater severity (gender 

asymmetry). Evidence for gender symmetry is based mainly on quantitative data from a plentitude of surveys measuring 

gender differences in perpetration and exposure to intimate partner violence. The asymmetry perspective, on the other hand, 

emphasizes investigation of contextual factors (e.g. the impact and meaning of violence) but have been based on studies that 

to a lesser extent include both men and women. Hence, there are conceptual and methodological differences between studies 

that find gender symmetry and those that propose gender asymmetry.

We will present a survey performed to measure the prevalence of exposure to DV among men and women in the municipality 

of Gävle, Sweden. The presentation will highlight the significance of coercive control, temporal aspects, and impact of 

violence in measurement and understanding of gender differences in exposure to DV. Results from the survey suggest that 

women had been more exposed than men to all types of violence measured (psychological, sexual, physical, economical-

material, latent violence and negligence), that female exposure were more often repeated, and lead to more severe 

consequences than did male exposure to DV. We also found that having children with the perpetrator, which was more 

common among women, was a stronger predictor of negative consequences than any single type of violence. We will also 

present results concerning children of DV victims and experiences of help seeking and reporting violence.

CHOOSE TO STOP – EXPERIENCES FROM LAUNCHING A PHONELINE FOR PERPETRATORS OF 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN SWEDEN

Christina Ericson

County Administrative Board of Stockholm, SWE. kickiericson@hotmail.com 

For many years, work against domestic violence in Sweden has focused mainly on the consequences of violence, namely to 

support and protect victims. Since 2017 Sweden has a new national strategy for preventing and combating men's violence 

against women, which is emphasizing violence prevention on different levels (even though supporting victims is still 

highlighted). Working with perpetrators, who already have been abusive or violent, is one of many preventive approaches 

needed to decrease domestic violence.

Since February 2019 the County Administrative Board of Stockholm (a government authority that exists in close proximity to 

the people in a county) and Manscentrum Stockholm (a trust/NGO which offer programmes for perpetrators) is piloting a 

phone line for people who abuse or risk to abuse their partners. The pilot is operating in two counties in Sweden (Stockholm 

and Skåne) and will run until the end of 2020, with myself as project leader. The results from the pilot will form the basis for 

the government when deciding whether the phoneline should expand to the national level. The purpose of the phone line is to 

offer advice, information and support to the target group and to motivate them to contact a perpetrator programme /social 

services in their municipality.

This presentation will focus on the experiences made in the set up and launch of the phoneline and will also give an 

indication of the development so far. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST ARAB PALESTINIAN WOMEN IN ISRAEL

Ola Kattoura

Otago University, NZ. olakattoura@gmail.com 

Domestic violence is the most common form of violence against women worldwide. It affects women’s lives physically, 

emotionally and socially and its incidence increases annually. Although the literature is abundant with studies, there is a 

shortage of domestic violence research in North Africa and in Arab countries. This knowledge gap is more pronounced 

among Arab women citizens of Israel. 

The current study aims to deepen the understanding of domestic violence against Arab women who are citizens of Israel and 

examine the relationship between conflict violence and domestic violence, with an emphasis on the continuous political 

conflict in the state which has started since the catastrophe- Al-Nakba and is still prevailing.

To understand what a woman is experiencing in an abusive relationship, she must be heard. Therefore, qualitative 

methodology was chosen for the current project. The method chosen relies on in depth-interviews with 36 Arab battered 

women residents in shelters and/or treated in family welfare centers. The study followed a narrative approach which aims to 

stimulate the participants to express themselves and their experiences. Data is being analyzed using thematic and discourse 

analysis.  

This study does not only shed light on a population that has been neglected empirically and theoretically, but also illustrates 

the tightened entrapment of Arab battered women who endure patriarchal political mechanisms. This research provides new 

insights to policy makers and professionals by demonstrating the significance of macro level factors as not just micro level 

stressors, but also as critical in understanding and addressing violence against women. 
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Session 7. Friday 14.45 – 16.30 
SOCIAL HARM, SOCIAL MARGINALITY AND RESPONSES 

Chair: Vickie Cooper 
 

BANISHMENT AND COERCIVE DISPLACEMENT: ORGANISING PEOPLE 'OUT OF AREA'  
Vickie Cooper 
The Open University, UK. Victoria.Cooper1@open.ac.uk  
 

Banishment is a term used in historical studies of punishment and social control that describes the diverse arrangement of 

policy, practices and techniques that result in the coercive removal of destitute populations from their original home 

communities, to be relocated in a different geographical area.  As an instrument of punishment and social control, banishment 

has been used throughout history to geographically exclude political 'enemies of the state'. Today, the practice of banishment 

is still very much with us, albeit in various guises and not necessarily targeted at 'political enemies'. This paper will identify 

how the practice of banishment in contemporary UK social and criminal justice policy is being driven by political economy 

and fiscal management.  It will further argue that this fiscally-driven banishment creates a form of transitory displacement as 

people are moved more frequently across geographical areas. 
This paper will cast a light on how banishment is operationalized at a routine level, by statutory housing authorities and 

criminal justice authorities. Focusing on housing authorities, it will assess how the local state typically relocates homeless 

families 'out-of-area', to address the lack of affordable and available housing.  It will make links with the criminal justice 

sector, where authorities routinely send people 'out-of-area', to serve a community punishment elsewhere. These examples 

will illustrate how banishment is facilitated at policy level and organized as a response to reduced funding of public resource. 
 

EVICTING MY CHILDHOOD: ADOLESCENTS’ SURVIVAL OF UNAFFORDABLE HOUSING IN NEW 

ZEALAND 
Louisa Choe 
Otago University, NZ. louisa.choe@postgrad.otago.ac.nz  
 

This paper situates Demond’s (2016) ‘Evicted’ claim that the poor pay more in a New Zealand setting. Like many countries, 

New Zealand has been impacted by the global crisis in housing affordability. As one of the many issues intertwined with 

poverty, unaffordable housing causes ripples of disruption in the lives of adolescents. Despite the centrality of housing, 

housing instability is often left out of the debate on poverty and inequality. An ethnographic study spanning two years and 

involving 12 adolescent girls (ages 15 to 18 years old) from youth groups in two New Zealand cities, allowed me a glimpse 

into the many facets of unaffordable housing (substandard housing, overcrowding, tenure insecurity and homelessness). 

Through thematic analysis of interview transcripts, I was able to identify how such precarity translates into the many ways 

where the poor pay more; not only in financial terms but also through opportunity costs, emotional burden, time and hassle, 

security and an overall social harm. This article focuses on adolescent girls’ stories of unaffordable housing and their lived 

experiences of instability are presented through three distinctive composite characters: Amy, Marie, and Aroha. Amy’s story 

highlights the poor paying more, not only within the domain of housing, but how this extends to one’s sense of security and 

overall wellbeing. Moving houses frequently meant that Amy was also moving schools. As a strategy to cope within a new 

environment, Amy would take on the role of a school bully as such as role offered her a sensed of control in the new 

environment. Marie’s story captures the intersectionality of food insecurity and unaffordable housing. Living further away 

from school and not having enough for her meals meant that Marie did not see an incentive in attending school; which led to 

her eventual drop-out of school. Aroha was usually a reserved individual at school, however, after being repeatedly teased 

about having to walk home with her pair of worn shoes, she threw a chair at her teacher when the teacher failed to intervene. 

She was expelled. Her story reveal that adolescent’s act of violence and what some may perceive as deviance, are them 

reclaiming some sense of agency in a web of disadvantages. The logic follows that when behaved in a negative manner, 

adolescents are aware of the repercussions, whereas if they behave in “good” manner, it was yet another uncertainty for them. 

The article ends with a harsh realisation triggered by a Kaumātua’s (a Māori elder and mentor) challenge that the girls’ 

resilience is not to be celebrated; resilience is a survival mechanism. These adolescents traded their childhood for survival in 

a marginalised world where unaffordable housing creates a constant battle. 
 

INSTITUTIONAL ROUTE OF DEVIATION; BETWEEN SOCIAL SUPPORT AND PUNISHMENT 
Lucile Franz 
Lausanne University, CH. lucile.franz@unil.ch  
 

This contribution aims to understand the tensions between social security and civil security, which materialize in the changes 

of priorities given by the city of Lausanne (Switzerland) to the management of social problems. This management oscillates 

between the social and security areas, particularly regarding the responsibility before those who live in severely precarious 

situations. I wonder to what extent these tensions are changing the processes of categorization and the practices of 

intervention aimed at persons identified as "marginal" or outside the dominant behaviour patterns, and then I analyse how this 

influences their biographical trajectories. The realization of a research field through qualitative methods allows me to 

understand, on the one hand, the institutional management of this marginality: interviews with various actors in the repressive 

apparatus, such as the police and social services, considered as agents in charge of "behavioural standardization". On the 

other hand, conducting interviews with constituent actors of this marginality allows me to restore their experiences within the 

institutions. My first results on these biographical trajectories seem to show an "institutional route" including both social 

support on one side and state punishment on the other. They are recipients of public benefits (social assistance), users of 

associative structures and objects of police repression at the same time. They circulate between several state institutions 

and/or funded by them, which sometimes reveals a "social" face based on support and prevention, and sometimes shows a 

security ethos, leading them to the repressive apparatus. Due to a range of behaviours between deviance and crime, its 

statuses and related benefits vary from "receivers of public aids" to "prisoners", from "users of associative structures” to 

"offenders", etc. Thus, with the same behaviour, consumption of psychotropic products are one of the most common 
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“illegalities" punishable by deprivation of liberty – may a person benefiting from a state service be accompanied by a 

specialized structure and/or sentenced for violating the law on Narcotics. 

I will finally question how "deviants" experience their "itineraries" within these institutional levels. Is it really one more 

desirable than the other? How do they assume and deal with these assigned categories? Not as a more or less socially painful 

state mediation, but rather sharing a common goal: their own social control. 



FEAR & LOOTING IN THE PERIPHERY WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
THE EXPLOITABLE AND EXPENDABLE ‘OTHERS’ (I) 

Chair: Alejandro Forero

GENDERISATION: SUBJECTION AND COERCION OF/IN POVERTY

Alejandra Figueroa Reyes

Universidad de Chile, CH. canquis@gmail.com  

Much of the existing jobs around the prison – either as emergency or as departure point - have mainly focused on managing 

the effects of power and the deployment of imprisonment, while taking male reality as the hegemonic universal to represent 

"The" structural reality of this deployment and its embedding in our social marrow. This consideration has abandoned the 

possibility of thinking its porosity and intensities, along with the multidimensionality that makes them possible.

To bring out the multidimensional problem of ‘power to imprison’ becomes a significant task when analysing political, 

economic and security conditions through which a new notion of ‘dangerous individual’ has been developed, along with the 

role of gender within this development, and the dynamics of subjection and coercion operating the machine of state capture.

In this sense, the sex-gender category is a key tool to feed a critical tension to intervention models such as the 'war on drugs' 

– declared by George Bush in the 80's as 'the evil of the century' -, the political and economic implications of its

implementation in Latin America, and the differential status of its execution on the bodies marked by gender. Biopolitical 

control as power installed in the subjects, and the expansive implementation of existential mechanisms marked by neo-liberal 

economics, will determine the existence of a genderised and impoverished population that embodies the reality of a social 

sector marked by dispossession, exclusion and oblivion.

The genderisation of the subject in this reality is closely linked to the ‘female sign’, and its abject and marginal existence 

arises as the condition of possibility for a double situation of subjection and coercion: on the one hand, drug trade as an 

economic condition of survival; on the other hand, the legal and representational regulations of the ‘female sign’ in the 

discursive practices of the state. In this double game, genderised life is placed in tension between the two powers that 

determine its existence.

WHO IS CLEANING THE ROOMS? TOURISM AND WORK-BASED SOCIAL HARM

Iván Montemayor

University of Barcelona, CAT. ivan_md4@hotmail.com 

Every summer, the record of tourist visits is broken in the Spanish state, especially in areas such as Barcelona or Mallorca. 

After the 2007 crisis and in the frame of the Arab Spring, there is an expansion of tourism in Southern Europe. However, the 

supposed economic recovery is based in the huge precariousness of the kellys, the workers who clean hotel rooms. It is a 

feminized labour which working conditions have worsened in the last years. Workers relate serious social harm, specifically 

back pain, chronic pain, anxiety attack, depression, low salaries and an oppressive labour temporality. The profit of touristic 

corporations and the state regulation which allows staff outsourcing causes an increase of this social injustice. At the same 

time, a huge number of eviction match with cities’ gentrification, and new agents like Airbnb emerge, joining the traditional 

tourism industry.

On the other hand, the workers have begun to organize themselves into unions to defend their interests. Union proposals 

focus on move retirement age forward and to avoid staff outsourcing. However, it could be a broader debate about whether 

the “radical necessity” (Heller, 1974) of health and stability can be resolved with a more disrupted measure. Humans need’s 

satisfaction of the subject defined as precariat by Guy Standing (Standing, 2001) perhaps can be solved by the urgent 

abolition of criminal corporations. At long-term, we may propose a different society model, which focus on life and needs, 

not in exploitation.

CONTESTED LOCAL POLICIES FOR ROMA AND SINTI PEOPLE: THE CASE OF VENICE

Claudia Mantovan

University of Padua, IT. claudia.mantovan@unipd.it 

This paper proposes a model for analyzing contested local policies for Roma and Sinti people, starting with a case study on a 

Sinti “village” established by Venice’s Local Authority. When work began on the building of the new settlement in 2006, it 

triggered a distinctly conflictual reaction. A number of people opposing the project made a stand (starting with an ad hoc 

residents and home-owners committee, and several exponents of the center-right political parties). Their efforts meant that the 

project was only completed at the end of 2009, and suffered various setbacks and problems, as outlined in this paper.

A multidimensional analytical framework is adopted, investigating how the local setting and the political and discursive 

opportunity structures existing at higher territorial levels intersect, and how local residents’ collective actions influence the 

public authorities’ behavior. 

Concerning the first aspect, we identify a mutually reinforcing effect of legal culture, policies and common sense’s 

representations that contributes to consolidating the representation of Roma and Sinti people as “foreigners” and “nomads”. 

Legislation concerning the Romani populations has adopted this dominant representation of the Roma and Sinti, and 

contributed to its reiteration.

As for the second aspect (all the social actors, institutional and otherwise, who took a stand on the question of the Sinti 

village), we analyze how citizenship (and particularly the relationship between the Sinti people and citizenship) was 
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perceived by the promoters of the village (starting with the Venetian Local Authority) and its opposers. This question is set in 

the context of research on the so-called ‘external’ legal culture, in the conviction (subsequently supported by the data 

collected in our case study) that the way policy-makers and other important actors represent the concept of citizenship 

influences the practices adopted regarding Roma and Sinti people. Our study shows that citizenship was conceived in two 

different ways in this situation. The people who opposed the construction of the village did not recognize the Sinti as Italian 

citizens (although, from a formal point of view, they have been Italian citizens for generations) because they did not think 

citizenship and (ethnic-cultural) diversity could coexist. The supporters of the village project (including the Sinti) claimed 

instead that an individual can be an Italian citizen and a member of an ethnic minority at one and the same time. These 

different opinions generated very different (and often conflicting) ideas about the policies to adopt for members of this ethnic 

minority. Our case study thus confirmed the utility of taking an agency-centered approach to the study of citizenship 

(Varsanyi 2006), interpreted not merely as an individual’s legal status or collective group identity, but rather as a contested 

process of negotiation through which various agents can make claims on, for and through the urban space (Cohen & Margalit 

2015, Maestri 2017). 

Session 2. Thursday 10.00 – 11.30 
THE EXPLOITABLE AND EXPENDABLE “OTHERS” (2) 

Chair: Dani Jiménez

THE POLITICS OF CHILDHOOD: ISSUES ON THE PROTECTION OF THE UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM 

SEEKING MINORS (UASCS)

Markella Sitara

Independent researcher, GR. markelasi@hotmail.com 

The  presentation  is based  on  the  postdoctoral  research  proposal   with  the  title : Protection  and  Integration  Regimes : 
Differential  Inclusion  of Unaccompanied  Asylum  Seeking  Children  in Attica , Greece , 2016 -2019  (G. Diakoumakos , I. 
Mermigka,  M. Sitara, N.Souzas ). Its aim is to propose a theoretical framework  for the study of the protection and the socio-
political condition of the Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASCs)   in Greece. 

 

 

 

This  approach  identifies UASCs 
as included to the “other” childhood and youth, subjects to be controlled and governed, but also active agents who intersect 
with the structures surrounding their lives. Studying the condition of this child population concerns the analysis of two ideas, 
as well as processes : the social construction  of the childhoods  (Aries 1962,Varela & Álvarez Uría 1991, Mayall  2011) and  
the “entitlement of the children to care and assistance” (preamble of the Convention on the Rights of the Child). In this frame, 
it is assumed that there is a double-edged social construction  of the UASCs both as children as well as asylum seekers and 
refugees. Moreover , it is considered  that the legal frame and humanitarian  discourse  on children’s rights and protection  are 
not incompatible and, often, are instrumental to restrictive refugee policies and migration laws. Overall, the paper reflects on 
the placement of the unaccompanied children at the border between exclusion and inclusion.

CARE WITHOUT CONTROL -
 
THE CRIMINALISATION OF MIGRANTS’ SOLIDARITY

Deanna Dadusc

University of Brighton, UK. D.Dadusc@Brighton.ac.uk
 

Eleni Dimou

Open University, UK. eleni.dimou@open.ac.uk
 

Pierpaolo Mudu

Tacoma University, USA. pmudu@uw.edu
 

In this paper we discuss the criminalisation of migrants’ solidarity and resistance to the current regulation and management of 

migration in Europe. The criminalisation of migration extends to all those who refuse to cooperate with the creation of hostile 

environments towards migration. This
 
new wave of criminalization has two major targets: on one side individuals and 

autonomous practices, on the other NGOs and social groups that support migrants instead of being complicit with the 

violence of borders. The criminalisation of NGOs that provide independent infrastructure to create safe passages in the 

Mediterranean is one of the most evident examples. As to understand the recent wave of criminalisation, the paper discusses 

to what extent solidarity distinguishes itself from established forms of
 
humanitarian assistance: its active refusal to the legal 

obligations to report undocumented migrants to the authorities; its resistance to the racialised hierarchies entailed by 

humanitarian aid; as well as in its contestation of the commodification of migrant bodies through what we will define as the 

‘humanitarian industrial complex’. Drawing on critical humanitarian studies and the autonomy of migration approach, the 

paper conceptualises solidarity as a form of resistance to the militarisation of borders
 
and the criminalisation of migration, as 

well as to what we define as the ‘Humanitarian Industrial Complex’. We argue that solidarity, as opposed to assistance, 

enables the disentanglement of the care and control principles, entailing radical politics of care without control. Rather than 

‘filling the gaps’ or ameliorating the violence of borders, these autonomous networks and practices seek to ‘create cracks’ in 

the smooth operation of power. For their intrinsic character of opposition to the enforced management of migration, these 

practices of solidarity are accused of facilitating illegal migration and become the target of state repression.

GOVERNING THROUGH (RACIST) HATE: WHY THE BEST (POLICE) DEFENSE IS A GOOD ATTACK

Jesús C. Aguerri

Univesidad de Burgos, SP. jcarreras@ubu.es
 

Daniel Jiménez Franco

Universidad de Zaragoza, SP. djf@unizar.es
 

After some years working together to denounce institutional racism in the city of Zaragoza, the Association of Senegalese 

Migrants in Aragón (AISA) and the 15-M Civil Rights Group sent a report to the City Council of Zaragoza in February 2018. 

This report involved a brief list of episodes regarding police abuse against Senegalese street-sellers in the city. In April, the 

city government opened an internal inquiry to meet its legal duty, and few media reported the news. Seven days later, a public 

officials union (Staz) brought a legal action accusing both associations for an alleged ‘hate crime’ (delito de odio) against the 
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city police. More than a year later, once the internal inquiry has been closed by the city employee’s department officers, the 

criminal proceeding goes on. Now the prosecution seeks a 2-year prison sentence and a fine over 15.000 euro against our 

comrade Idrissa, AISA’s ex-president, for “calumnies against the city police agents”.

This is just one more example of how institutional racism is being extended and normalised, including the “reverse” use of 

some legal tools to criminalise any collective commitment for the defence of fundamental rights: A sort of racialized (or 

racified) lawsuit through which the darkest spheres of institutional power counter-attack any attempt to denounce institutional 

racism. Prison sentences and monetary penalties are thus being taken as an efficient threat to ‘tame’ any social reaction 

against cruelty and injustice, and the framework of this practice is a broad repressive trend affecting all state areas and 

policies in recent years. Under the patriotic promotion of a government through hate, so-called delitos de odio came to be a 

privileged strategy to gag critical voices, protect the impunity of any form of state violence, and demonise grassroots 

movements.

Session 3. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
LOOTING, HAVENS AND ‘ACCUMULATION AS USUAL’ 

Chair: Alex Simpson

VANISHING ISLAND: TAX-HEAVEN ECONOMY, FINANCIALIZATION AND THE PUERTO RICO’S 

ECONOMIC CRISIS

Jose Atiles

University of Coimbra, PT. joseatiles@gmail.com 

This paper analyzes the uses of the state of exception as dispositive for manufacturing a tax-haven economy in Puerto Rico. 

The paper conducts a socio-legal and political economic analysis of the dynamics of indebtedness, fraud, finance 

deregulation, and corporate-state crimes in the current Puerto Rican economic crisis. To do so, the paper proposes a 

discussion of three laws that has shaped the fraudulent and corrupt US and Puerto Rican taxation policy. These laws are: 1) 

Puerto Rican Laws number 20 and number 22 of 2012 which gave incentives to US individual that moves to PR, creating a 

de facto tax-haven economy; 2) US Public Law 115- 97 “Tax Cut and Jobs Act” that imposed extra-tax burden on 

manufactured product in PR, but liberalized US financial/banking sector in PR; and 3) the Puerto Rican New Code of Tax 

Incentives which gives extra tax-exceptions to transnational corporations in PR.  All of this will show the legal process of 

producing a tax-haven in a colonial territory, and with, it the paper shows that the exceptional legal design of Puerto Rican 

colonial-economy propitiated the current economic and financial crisis. 

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AS A CRIMINOLOGICAL CONCERN: UNRAVELLING EUROPEAN 

INVESTMENT BANK SUPPORT FOR THE CASTOR PROJECT

Dan Beizsley

Utrecht, NL, and Eötvös Loránd, HUN. d.j.beizsley@uu.nl 

Situated 22km off the Valencian coast the Castor project was an undersea gas storage facility constructed in close proximity 

to the Amposta geological fault line. On reaching the gas injection phase over Summer 2013 the gas escaped causing 

hundreds of earthquakes leading to the project’s closure. As per the terms of the PPP concession agreement between the 

Spanish state and the constructor, ownership of the project reverted back into state hands leading to a €1.3 billion public 

rescue that insulated investors from any losses. The EU, through its financing arm the European Investment Bank (EIB), 

played a central role in facilitating the project through the Project Bonds Initiative – a funding instrument underpinned by a 

public risk sharing mechanism designed to connect international investors to infrastructure projects in the EU. Using 

concepts and theory from the state-corporate crime literature, this paper will unpack how the EIB failed to identify the risks 

the project posed when undertaking its technical due diligence, and then secondly, to analyse the logic of investor 

compensation frameworks that are used to underpin the increasing financialisation of infrastructure projects. The findings of 

this paper are informed by PhD fieldwork undertaken in Luxembourg during 2016/2017 interviewing EIB and EU officials.

HUMAN SMUGGLING FROM ECONOMIC CRIMINALITY: AN ANALYSIS FROM A LATIN AMERICAN 

CRIMINOLOGY PERSPECTIVE OF HUMAN RIGHTS

Flor Maldonado

Universitat de Barcelona, CAT. flomaldonado_@hotmail.com 

This presentation aims to address a case study of an Argentinian private company that benefited from human trafficking. 

Using a human rights framework, it will be critique the alleged “neutral” application of the law. This perspective implicates a 

specific approach of Latin American reality. 

It is important to note that the company structure generated favourable ground for modern slavery. In addition, the structure 

tended to support the impunity of the top executives and company director. This impunity may be linked to the hierarchical 

nature of the structure, functional division of labour and the presence of areas of individual competence. Using this 

framework, the allegation of a “neutral” interpretation of criminal law and the implementation of its doctrines to the case can 

create and perpetuate “impunity”. It should be mentioned that this impunity could be emphasized when the victims are 

women or people oppressed by gender (gender different persons). Especially when these cases involved people with other 

intersectionalities (age, migrant status, poverty). In Latin America, these multiple identities and realities put the alleged 

neutral application of criminal law into debate.

Therefore, in order to lead the application of this legal structures, a human rights discourse analysis on an international basis 

is required. This implies an overview of the “enforcement agencies” or “penal system”. From this point of view, it is 

necessary to recognize the political relevance of social movements and the importance of the victims. They are the most 

affected by the great tragedies, especially if they are victims of abuse of power. The criminology has forgotten and still puts 

aside many victims and many people in situation of power and its criminal acts went unpunished. Criminology showed little 
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interest in the massacres committed by states and crimes related to the abuse of power. It confined itself to study the minimal 

space of individual crimes, locally. 

This presentation aims to contribute to new proposals and questions on economic criminality and to create tools against 

impunity. From this framework, human rights provide tools for the application of the law. This implies the development of 

investigative methods to deconstruct the criminal liability of white-collar criminals involved in human trafficking. This 

deconstruction should lead to the economic reparation of the victims. 

Session 4. Friday 11.45 – 13.15 
TOTALITARIANISM, SOCIAL HARMS & STATE-CORPORATE CRIME PROSECUTION 

Chair: Daniel Beizsley

STATE-CORPORATE HARMS, BORDERING AND THE RISE OF AUTHORITARIAN NEOLIBERALISM IN 

BRAZIL

Roxana Pessoa

University of Brighton, UK. R.P.Cavalcanti@brighton.ac.uk  

In the last decade, Brazil has experienced a proliferation of mass incarceration and criminal organizations, which are 

delineated by imagined and real borders, spatial and discursive inequalities. Space-bound security concerns were diversified 

and intensified in the media and state policies. Through an analysis of ethnographic data collected in the northeast of Brazil, 

this paper discusses the assemblages of bordering that have the outcome of producing spatial, managerial and symbolic 

borders. In doing so, the paper reveals how neoliberal ideologies and a contrived focus upon supposed crime control take 

precedence over citizens’ human rights and equality before the law, maintaining a legacy of authoritarianism. The paper 

argues that the political misuse of fear and security discourses have created new social borders of acceptability, which 

expedite state-corporate harms and facilitate the return of the authoritarian far-right to mainstream politics.

RESISTING THE INVISIBILITY OF SOCIAL HARMS PRODUCED BY MINING INDUSTRY IN BRAZIL: A 

STUDY OF DAM COLLAPSES IN MARIANA AND BRUMADINHO-MG

Marília de Nardin Budó

Federal University of Santa Maria, BR. mariliadb@yahoo.com.br  

Mining industry has a terrible history of destruction and suffering in Brazil, as exploring for minerals was one of the main 

goals of the Portugueses during the colonization. Slavery in areas of mining was also one of the deadliest in Brazilian 

territory. The state of Minas Gerais, in the center of the National territory is an important field to understand the profound 

marks of social harms that mining has left for the last 500 years. Many economic changes occurred during this long period, 

but one of the most important is the privatization of mining, making that the responsibility for the social harms can be are 

shared between State and national and transnational corporations.  

Social harms perpetrated by States and Markets are commonly made invisible by social actors that collude with economic 

interests, like the mass media. Usually they are treated as collateral harms of economic development or considered natural 

disasters and not the results of human behavior. Even in cases in which the hugeness and immediateness of the harms 

produced in the course of economic activities impose the images of actual disasters, ways of concealment and denial can be 

strategically used to minimize or justify it. 

Seeking to understand how this process works nowadays in Brazil, this paper brings the study of two cases of inestimable 

harms produced by mining industry: the collapses of mining dams in Mariana and Brumadinho, in 2015 and in 2019, 

respectively, involving Anglo-Australian company BHP Billiton and Brazilian company Vale in the first case, and only Vale 

in the second one. In Mariana’s case, millions of tonnes of toxic mud have caused destruction across 500kms, from the 

mountains of Minas Gerais to the Atlantic Ocean, killing 17 people and polluting the Doce river. In Brumadinho’s case, a 

similar sequence of facts occurred, with numbers far more impressive: 217 deaths and 85 people disappeared. Faced with 

these cases, the research has the objective of comprehending 1) the way in which both hegemonic and alternative mass media 

represented environmental and individual harms; victims; accountability and justice; 2) the way in which the Justice System 

reacted to the cases; 3) the performance of social movements for Justice; 4) the recognition of the position of victim and the 

consequences of that label in each case.

THE CRIMINAL PROSECUTION OF HIGH PUBLIC OFFICIALS: SHOULD THE ELIMINATION OF THE 

PRIVILEGE OF COURT BE AMONG THE STRATEGIES FOR THEIR CRIMINALISATION?

Marina Quezado

Universitat de Barcelona, CAT. marinaquezado@hotmail.com 

After equality in criminal law has been recognised as a myth –criminal status is actually unequally distributed and justice 

system is built for the prosecution of the weaker, the poorer, the black people and the immigrant–there has been a general 

interest among the operators of the criminal system in reaching a fair balance on its action. This interest, however, is not 

being directed necessarily into a minimization of the penal control, but aims on maximizing the punitive power, to also reach 

the group that is usually immune from the action of those operators. In other words, it is being directed to a better efficiency 

on the punishment of the rich. Measures taken to make the system more equal relate to the prosecution of the criminality of 

the powerful and of the white-collar and therefore, some privileges offered by the criminal system, such as the “privilege of 

court”, are nowadays in great evidence. This is most clear in the case of Brazil and Spain, which are the subject of our study. 

The “privilege of court” applies to people who, due to the importance of the public positions they occupy, are not prosecuted 

according to ordinary criminal procedures, before a judge or court, but only before a higher court. Since this is became 

considered an unacceptable privilege, its elimination has entered the debate in both countries as the key to make more 

efficient the criminalisation of the powerful, especially of high public officials, responsible for acts of corruption. The subject 

has been included in the agenda of electoral campaigns with great popularity among the electorate, who sees in the privilege 

abolition an opportunity for equal treatment to powerful and ordinary citizens. In order to verify if –and to what degree –this 
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rule affects the criminalisation of those in power, I carried out an empirical research in the judicial courts of Brazil and Spain 

and analysed the collected data from the theoretical frameworks of legal-criminal sociology and critical criminology, in 

particular the studies on the crimes of the powerful. The results have been presented in my doctoral thesis where I verified the 

existence of impunity in the criminalisation of high public officials in both countries, but that this impunity cannot be related, 

exclusively with the privilege of court. The study showed that selectivity is inherent to all criminal systems and would be 

influential in the criminalisation of high public officials independently of the court that will judge them. Consequently, the 

debate for the privilege of court elimination is innocuous, as does not guarantee neither the end of impunity of the powerful 

nor the establishment of a true equality among all citizens.



POLICING AND SECURITY WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
THE POLICE AND THE POLICED: TENSIONS, EXPERIENCES, ABUSES 

Chair: Georgios Papanicolaou

THE IMPACTS OF DECRIMINALIZATION FOR TRANS AND NON-BINARY SEX WORKERS: SAFETY, 

WORK CONDITIONS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

Fairleigh Gilmour

University of Otago, NZ. fairleigh.gilmour@otago.ac.nz 

This paper will discuss sex worker perceptions of and experiences with law enforcement.  Research that focuses specifically 

on cis-gender sex workers, has demonstrated that the decriminalization of sex work in New Zealand in 2003 has significantly 

improved police/sex worker relationships. However, there is an absence of research that addresses the safety needs of, and 

law enforcement responses towards, transgender and non-binary sex workers, who may face additional challenges in terms of 

work safety and police protection, and who suffer disproportionately from violence and from intolerance in the community. 

This paper draws from qualitative research interviews conducted with trans and non-binary sex workers in New Zealand, 

Australia and the UK from 2016 to 2019. Drawing from these interviews, this paper explores the impacts of decriminalization 

on worker perceptions of safety, on their work conditions, on their security practices and on their relationships with law 

enforcement. It also compares findings from the interviews conducted in New Zealand to those conducted in Australia and 

the UK where many sex workers are still criminalized. While emphasizing the benefits of decriminalization, this paper will 

also explore the barriers that may continue to exist for some workers in accessing safe working conditions.

POLICE AND DESIRE IN THE CITY: POLICE ABUSES IN ITALY

Vincenzo Scalia

University of Winchester, UK. Vincenzo.Scalia@winchester.ac.uk 

Abuses committed by the Italian police forces, both the Polizia di Stato (PS) and the Carabinieri (CC), have been discussed 

highlighted in the last three years. Both the awareness of Italian public opinion and the support to the victims have made it 

possible for these cases to be known to public opinion. Moreover, many cases have been brought to the court. Public 

awareness grew after 2001 when, during the G8 in Genoa, the 21 year old activist Carlo Giuliani was killed by the CC and 

the outrageous blitz made by the PS in the school Diaz made the international observers aware of the abusive behaviour of 

the Italian police forces. 

Italian police abuses can be divided into three  main categories: political abuses, which are directed against activists, 

particularly left wing militants; mass event abuses, which concern the abuses perpetrated against football supporters, like the 

cases of Matteo Bagnaresi and Gabriele Sandri, individual abuses, related to the victimization of individuals. All these 

categories are a consequence of the gap between the police culture, mainly relying, as Robert Reiner explains on isolationism, 

conservatism, cynicism, mission, and the complexity of contemporary society, characterized by political and cultural 

pluralism. 

This paper will mainly focus on the third category, the one about individual abuses. The cases of Federico Aldrovandi, 

Filippo Narducci, Riccardo Magherini will be illustrated, as well as analysed. All the three victims were stopped by the police 

in the night and severely abused. Aldrovandi and Magherini died, Narducci survived. In all the three cases, the prejudices of 

police forces for people who hang around in the night. This prejudice causes misunderstanding with the persons the police 

deals with, leading to critical events, such as serious beatings and deaths (38 in the last 10 years). The stopped persons are 

otherised and labelled by calling them perverted, deprived, subversives, junkies. All these labels justify violent interventions, 

as well as their tragic outcome. The paper will show how the gap between fear, by which all the moral panic about diversity 

embodied in police culture and desire, that is the diversity of cultures, life styles, is at the bottom of these tragic events. The 

category of mission, elaborated by Reiner to analyse police culture, referring to the attitude of police forces to justify their 

work as protecting the mainstream values of communities, explains how the Italian police forces pretend to protect Italian 

society from anomalies. The presentation will rely on primary documentation, consisting of police report and trial witnessing. 

It will also propose a reflection over the reasons why police abuses are not always prosecuted successful in Italy: the only 

recent enforcement of an anti-torture law, the lack of an independent police complaint commission, the refusal of police 

forces to wear identification numbers, the authoritarian background of Italian police, are the main reasons for it. 

POSTCARDS FROM EUROPE: BRITISH POLICE OFFICERS UNDERCOVER IN EUROPEAN ANARCHIST 

MOVEMENTS

Raphael Schlembach

University of Brighton, UK. R.Schlembach@brighton.ac.uk  

This paper uses activist and academic knowledge of ‘protest policing’ to examine the relationships between social 

movements, academic research and the surveillance state. Its empirical engagement is with the infiltration of ecological, 

autonomist and anarchist movements by British undercover police units. The presentation will report from an ongoing 

research project into how civil liberty and anti-surveillance groups have brought to light the practices of undercover officers 

who since the 1960s until today have used deceptive and unlawful methods of covert policing to spy on political campaigns. I 

draw on interviews with activists who were spied on during their political engagement, as well as court observations and 

fieldwork. This data suggests that the undercover officers working for British police forces were mandated to gather 
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intelligence on European political activists in a number of countries. The implications of recent changes to data protection 

and privacy laws for this research will be discussed. 

Session 2. Thursday 10.00-11.30 
TRANSFORMATIONS OF POLICING AND SOCIAL CONTROL 

Chair: Patrick Williams

DEVIANCE AND RESISTANCE ON THE EDGE OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

Dr. Maryja Šupa 

Vilnius University, LIT. maryja.supa@fsf.vu.lt 

Newly arriving technologies exist on the edge: heavily researched in academic and commercial labs, almost ready-to-market, 

but not yet in mass consumption. A diverse community of tinkerers and hobbyists converges around this edge, united by 

curiosity, and the desire to experiment on the new technology in any conceivable manner. Some of these applications enjoy 

the role of cultural revolutions, such as the invention of the web browser; others result in knowledge and skills that are later 

commercialised or criminalised, as with online security business and cybercrime.  As may be learned from the history of 

technology, a particular technological field may lie on the edge for several decades before spreading into mass usage. The 

edge is frequently a legal gray area with insufficient or non-existent legislation and uninstitutionalised social control. The 

edge is beyond the immediate radar of the mass media or the public imagination, as long as the technology in question has 

not reached mass consumption. 

    For all of these reasons, understanding of what is going on at the edge of a particular technological field gives two results. 

First, it provides a glimpse of the future of deviance, norm-setting and norm-breaking in those particular areas. Ethical 

implications of technological problems may be considered before planning regulatory structures, rather than in afterthought, 

thus facilitating a better and more fair preparation for social changes brought by emerging tech. Second, technological 

experiments conducted by edge communities may be transferred to social practices, and social practices of technological edge 

communities may become political statements or movements providing the technological framework and philosophical 

motivation for subversion, unintended use, and hands-on experience of technology. 

   This presentation will focus on current community developments in three emerging fields:  biotechnology, electronic 

engineering, and transport. I will discuss what may be learned from them about the future of resistance to technocratic 

domination of states and global corporations.

WELFARE DEVICES: THE SOFT SIDE OF CONTROL AND MONITORING 

Marta Venceslao Pueyo

University of Barcelona, CAT. mvenceslao@ub.edu 

In a moment when the discourse of social rights is dismantled on behalf of the economic crisis, welfare devices are 

rearranged as instruments for the surveillance, reform and control of those sectors that appear to fall outside the norm. This 

process is increasingly evident. Always in the name of ‘inclusion’, control is thus crossed by a moral behaviourism that tries 

to correct the alleged inconsistencies of the beneficiaries. Under the heading of this communication we would like to address 

the various forms of a type of violence presented as well-intentioned is exerted on people who attend certain social assistance 

institutions that serve individuals and groups listed in categories – which are previously built by the social field: homeless, 

ex-prisoners, drug addicts, guaranteed minimum income recipients, mentored children, etc. and execute forcing and coercion 

with a normalising purpose, ultimately operating as a device for control and social containment.

NEW TIMES, NEW CRIMES: NOTES ON THE DEPILLARISATION OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Roger Matthews

University of Kent, UK. R.A.Matthews@kent.ac.uk 

A great deal has been written about the changing nature and direction of criminology over the past two decades, including 

claims that we are moving into a 'new penology'. Many of these claims are suggestive rather than authoritative. In contrast to 

most commentaries on the subject, this paper takes longer historical overview and attempts to sketch out how the central 

structures or 'pillars' of the criminal justice system have become weakened and eroded over the last two hundred years and 

how the emergence of body of 'new crimes' and their regulation is challenging what might be called the 'old criminology'. 

The emergence of new relations between victims and offenders, criminal justice and social justice, as well as the development 

of innovative modes of regulation are, it is argued, changing the social and criminological landscape. This raises issues of 

theory and practice that challenge traditional conceptualisations of crime and punishment.

Session 3. Thursday 12.00-13.45 
FACES OF THE POLICE APPARATUS 

Chair: Richard Wild

POLICE, STATE, AND THEORY

Artur Rubinat

University of Bergen, NOR. arublac@gmail.com 

This article is a review of classic Marxist literature and the historical examples of the Paris Commune of 1871 and the Soviet 

Revolution of 1917, about police and armed bodies policy. It is understandable that the Alternative Left today, has aversion 

towards changing the police and the security models, but at the same time, it seems more needed than ever, to have a clear 

proposal on this always complicated issue. Is for that, that this article departs from the idea that the Alternative Left today, 

has forgotten that the Paris Commune and the Soviet Revolution gave us interesting analytical elements to propose a 
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progressive model on policing and security. The main idea behind these historical examples is democratization of the state 

and its key institutions, and this question also applies to the police and other armed bodies, but also the security policies in 

general. 

POLICING REALITY ON THE RISE OF THE AUTHORITARIAN DEMOCRACY

Olaf Arndt, Moritz Kerb & Janneke Schönenbach

BBM, GER. olaf@bbm-ww.de 

After massive police force has been used during the G20 summit in Hamburg on 7th and 8th of July 2017, the group of 

authors conducted a 5 hrs interview for ‘Rote Hilfe Zeitung’ (legal assistance for leftist political prisoners). the interview 

partner was the renowned criminologist Fritz Sack who is the author of the widely and controversially discussed ‘Protest und 

Reaktion’, a study on the genesis of German RAF terrorism and inventor of an important theory of deviant behaviour.

Centering around the strategy called ‘Hamburger Härte’ (Hamburgian abrasiveness), the presentation is aiming to identify 

and define keywords such as ‘civil war’ or ‘escalation’ used by the state officials to promote police brutality as the only 

means of controlling the protestors violence. 

Furthermore, by looking at the latest kind of "demo tourism“, with right-extremists such as ‘Antikapitalistische Kollektiv’ 

(AKK), Junge Nationaldemokraten (JN) and the Hooligans gegen Salafisten (HoGeSa) inviting their think-alikes to come to 

Hamburg, the presentation seeks to draw a line between structural and concrete violence on one side and the 

institutionalisation of racism and prejudice on the other.

RIOTS, PHOTOJOURNALISM AND THE STATE: A CASE STUDY OF THE 1981 MOSS SIDE RIOTS

Shirin Hirsch

Manchester Metropolitan University, UK. s.hirsch@mmu.ac.uk 

In the summer of 1981 a series of riots broke out across the UK including in the Moss Side area of Manchester. In this talk I 

want to think about the response of the state and particularly the ways in which photojournalism in the media both helped 

construct and reproduce state ideological responses to the riots. I focus on the local newspaper, the Manchester Evening News 

(MEN), in order to better understand the riots and media representation of riots more generally. I begin by exploring the 

contradictory nature of photography, and news photography in particular. I then outline a brief history of the riots, before 

turning to the MEN’s photographs of the time. I analyse the images both collectively and individually on the basis of what 

has been selected to be shown and why, and what has been excluded. This perspective allows us then to see within the 

photographs themselves what was intended to be excluded, primarily the causes of the riots- poverty, racism and oppressive 

policing; and the humanity of those who took part.

Session 4. Thursday 15.30 – 17.00 
CHANGES IN THE MACHINERY OF ORDER 

Chair: Daniel Jiménez

SWATTING IN NORTH AMERICA AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO POLICE BRUTALITY IN NORTH AMERICA

Aidan O’Sullivan

Birmingham City University, UK. Aidan.OSullivan@bcu.ac.uk 

This submission will summarise the presenter’s research on a case study of the online phenomenon of ‘Swatting’ in the 

United States. This paper will outline a description of this phenomenon and place it in relation to cybercrime and police 

studies. Swatting victims are usually gamers who live stream their progress through video games for large fan bases of 

viewers who can provide donations to sponsor the streamer. These streamers become minor internet celebrities. The 

perpetrator, or ‘swatter’, can call the police either posing as the victim or a neighbour and say that a killing has occurred or is 

about to occur at the victim’s address. When the police investigate the home address they may simply knock on the door and 

explain the call they received or a full SWAT (Special Weapons and Tactics) team can storm the house in heavy flak jackets 

and helmets with their guns drawn demanding the victim get down on the ground and put their hands up. The aim is for this 

to occur while the victim is livestreaming for online broadcast. On December 2017 in the US city of Wichita, Kansas, police 

fatally shot 28-year-old resident Andrew Finch after he stepped out on his porch. They arrived at the address in response to an 

emergency call that reported a murder and hostage situation. After his death, it became clear that this scenario was not 

occurring and that Finch was the first deceased victim of an online phenomenon called ‘swatting’ (FBI, 2013; Enzweier, 

2016; Douglas, 2016). 

Particular to the theme of this year’s conference the presentation will connect this militarised police deployment at the behest 

of online trolls in relation to how SWAT teams are already facing severe criticism of their role in policing BME communities 

within the context of the War on Terror and the War on Drugs (Seigel, 2018; Vitale 2017). There is a vast penal expansion and 

disproportionate law enforcement in America that already disproportionately targets ethnic minorities. The rise of Black 

Lives Matters attests to this. However the phenomenon of swatting shows how vast this police strategy has become that it can 

be easily redirected and targeted by online trolls to any address of an individual they take a disliking to.  The videos will 

serve as illustrations on how police operations escalate or de-escalate force when approaching private residences. The choice 

of a heavy infiltration of a private abode as opposed to a de-escalatory approach is an opportunity for anonymous online 

tricksters to ‘hack’ this use of police force and violence for their own vendettas. Clearly the swatters rely on the omnipresence 

of this heavy handed police deployment against their victims and illustrates the harms that movements like Black Lives 

Matters have highlighted for years in the killing of African Americans after police confrontation.

The presentation proposes that the power of swatting lies in the willingness of SWAT teams to immediately break into houses 

and terrorise the victims on the swatter’s behalf. However this exploitation of police brutality is not inevitable and the 

presenter will demonstrate how his research has shown that individual officer discretion can help to deescalate instances of 

police violence and thus reduce how traumatic and tragic swatting can be. 
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TRYING TO CHANGE POLICE PRACTICES FROM WITHIN: AN ACTION-RESEARCH ON PROBLEMATIC 

MECHANISMS OF POLICE SELECTIVITY  
Sarah Van Praet  
INCC, BEL. svpraet@ulb.ac.be 

 

Recent action research on problematic police selectivity was completed. The main objective of this action research was to 

identify practices of problematic police selectivity, their mechanisms but also to work on ways to deal with it with the police 

officers. This research took place at the demand of police district that has been working for 20 years on community policing 

and specifically on the relationship between police offers and the various communities living in the area. Selectivity of stop-

and-search techniques like ethnic profiling, but also selectivity in how to deal with missions, or in the development of 

operations may concern a focus on certain areas or communities but also the way police will or can intervene 
Observations were used to access this object. At first, we considered a broad spectrum of problems linked to selectivity of a 

diverse panel of first-line police officers. During the action phase police patrollers became the more specific scope of the 

research. To work on the problems regarding police selectivity, meeting based loosely on InterVision methods were 

constructed and tested with police patrollers. The aim was to not only to analyse what the problems were through an analysis 

made by solely the researcher, but to include and discuss analysis by the first line police officers themselves of the problems 

and their coping mechanisms. Questions around the sense of police and police legitimacy appeared to be central in the 

analysis conducted with the first-line officers.  
This presentation will focus on the multi-level mechanism identified that leads to problems in how and when patrollers 

(decide to) intervene as well as reflect on what was done on this subject in the police district before our action research and 

what we may have introduced. 
 

OUT OF CONTROL? THE IMPACT OF NEOLIBERALISM AND NEW PUBLIC MANAGEMENT ON BRITISH 

POLICING 
Richard Wild 
University of Greenwich, UK. R.Wild@greenwich.ac.uk 

 

This presentation traces current crises in British policing - around the public order response to Extinction Rebellion, the 

drugs-gangs-youth-knife crime epidemic across Britain, the ongoing impact of austerity cuts to budgets and staffing - back to 

the neoliberal turn and the rise of new public management. The imposition of market logic and private sector disciplines in 

the public sector – and here specifically on policing – has led inevitably to the politicization, re-privatisation, punitive 

intensification, reduction in welfarism (and now hostility to public health approaches), paramilitarisation, 

deprofessionalisation, and technologisation – basically the hollowing out and dehumanization of policing. How have we got 

here and is there any way out? 
 

 

Session 5. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
DEFENDING THE ESTABLISHED 

Chair: Beppe Mosconi 
 

THE CRUEL FAIRY TALE. SECURITY AND IMMIGRATION IN THE RECENT ITALIAN LEGISLATION. 
Beppe Mosconi 
University of Padua, IT. giuseppe.mosconi@unipd.it  
 

The contribution aims to describe and analyze the main aspects of the Italian legislation concerning security, related to the 

immigration process in Italy. 
Three aspects are particularly relevant: the continuity between the preceding center/left government policies on this issue and 

the contemporary one Lega/5 stars; the tight connection between immigration and security in the mainstream construction of 

this matter; the use of these rhetorics to empower the strongest economical aims for the powerful. So the more and more 

tighter measures to control urban life and marginal subjects are absolutely connected to the severe restrictions to get a regular 

staying in Italy for immigrant people and to the systematic, even penal, persecution of the NGOs, and some majors helping 

immigrants. Many huge antiracist demonstrations in the main Italian towns are cheering sign of possible new form of 

contrast. 
 

FROM CRIMINALIZATION OF URBAN DISORDER TO CRIMINALIZATION OF POLITICAL DISSENT:  THE 

LATENT FUNCTION OF URBAN SAFETY LAWS IN ITALY AND SPAIN 
Rossella Selmini 
University of Minnesota, USA. email:rselmini@umn.edu 

 

This paper anticipates some results of a comparative research on the use of administrative orders and other similar “legal 

hybrids” in Italy and in Spain. Both countries share a long history of urban safety policies that shifted from a preventive to a 

more law and order approach in controlling a variety of urban problems. In both contexts, administrative orders issued by 

mayors or municipals councils combined with an increase in criminal sanctioning, creating a new infrastructure of formal 

control of behaviours – that are mostly expressions of social marginality - in the public spaces. For a long period, the targets 

of these parallel, local systems of control were marginal groups surviving in the urban informal economies (mostly 

immigrants) and “disturbing” young people. In both countries, however, in recent years, in addition to these more traditional 

targets we can find new – or relatively new-  administrative/criminal forms of sanctions addressed to political dissent and 

aimed at transforming political action into a threat to urban safety. In both contexts, again, some national laws provided a 

framework for local intervention: in Spain, the well-known Ley Orgánica 4/2015 and in Italy first the  Law 13/4/2017 n. 46 

(The so-called “Decreto Minniti”) and then the Law 1/12/2018 n. 132 (the so -called “Decreto Salvini”). The paper discusses 

the following issues: In what conditions both countries shifted the emphasis on control of urban marginality to  control of 

political dissent? Which are the common trends and the local peculiarities of this change in the punitive turn? Preliminary 
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data on the enforcement of local and national regulations in both contexts show that the main target is now represented by 

political opponents: in Spain, Catalan politicians and social activists, in Italy other groups expressing political dissent or 

organizing anti-racist activities. Reasons for these different targets will be discussed.

THE GREEK POLICE FROM A HUMAN RIGHTS PERSPECTIVE: AN ASSESSMENT

Georgios Papanicolaou

Teesside University, UK. g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk 

The murder of LGBTQ activist and drag performer Zak Kostopoulos in plain daylight in the centre of Athens in September 

2019 once again highlighted the deeply problematic relations of the Greek police with vulnerable and marginalised social 

groups. The tensions and problems defining these relations receive little publicity, and while they are documented by human 

rights organisations and other activist groups, there is a noticeable lack of organised institutional scrutiny. This paper aims to 

create a more comprehensive record of these relations and attempts to situate it theoretically in light of the transformations of 

the police apparatus in contemporary Greece.

Session 6. Friday 11.45 – 13.15 
STATE, WAR, CRIME, TECHNOLOGY 

Chair: Artur Rubinat

REDEPLOYING STUDIES OF SOCIAL CONTROL WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF TECHNOLOGIZATION OF 

SECURITY PRACTICES

Teresa Degenhardt

Queen’s University Belfast. t.degenhardt@qub.ac.uk 

This paper aims to underscore the importance of critical studies of social control to investigate how technology is deployed 

within the criminal justice system and more widely in the context of new security and border regimes. Based on a study of 

development of handheld technology to detect dangerous substances such as chemical radiological biological and nuclear 

weapons at EU borders, I suggest the relevance of scrutinizing logics of security and risk within the deployment of 

technology as a way of renovating studies of social control that question the who, the what, the effects of use of specific 

technologies and the context in which some data may be deployed or re-deployed. 

HUMANS, AUTONOMOUS WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND THE ASSAULT ON KEY PRINCIPLES OF 

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

Vasja Badalič

University of Ljubljana, SL. vasja.badalic@pf.uni-lj.si 

During the shift from “industrial age” to “information age” targeting, the U.S. military introduced semi-autonomous weapons 

systems in the target selection process. Such systems, which rely on the use of learning algorithms, are being increasingly 

deployed to identify legitimate military targets on the battlefields of the “war on terror.” The U.S. Department of Defense, for 

example, set up the Algorithmic Warfare Cross-Functional Team (AWCFT) to produce algorithms with the ability to 

distinguish between civilians and legitimate military targets (e.g., military vehicles, personnel, weapons). One of the main 

arguments supporting the use of such systems is that they are potentially able to process battlefield information, including 

information on targets, faster and more efficiently than humans. Given that they can be fitted with a range of sensory 

technology (e.g., infrared vision, sonar, high definition cameras, and sophisticated auditory sensors), such systems are 

believed to have an advantage over human sensory capabilities, and, consequently, an advantage in finding military targets. In 

addition, such systems can analyze vast amounts of meta-data obtained from mobile phones and identify potential targets 

based on communication patterns of surveilled individuals.

Despite the technological advances in object recognition and meta-data analysis by learning algorithms, the U.S. supports the 

idea that humans should make the final decision in the process of identifying and selecting a target. The U.S. Department of 

Defense Directive 3000.09, for example, states that both “autonomous and semi-autonomous weapons systems shall be 

designed to allow commanders and operators to exercise appropriate levels of human judgment over the use of force.” 

Humans, therefore, remain “in-the-loop” in the process of identifying and selecting military targets.

This paper aims to provide a critical analysis of the “human-machine interdependence” in the target selection process. The 

paper aims to show that, despite the introduction of learning algorithms into the target selection process, the over-broad target 

selection criteria used by the U.S. military prevent the establishment of a target selection process that would be able to 

distinguish between civilians and legitimate military targets. 

The central part of the paper is divided into two parts. The first part explores the too-broad criteria used for determining 

military targets and shows how these criteria necessarily lead to violations of the principle of distinction, a fundamental 

principle of international humanitarian law. This part examines a range of too-broad target selection criteria (e.g., the criterion 

that adult males are legitimate military targets if they stand in proximity of known enemy combatants; the criterion that 

individuals are legitimate military targets if they rush to the site of an air strike to help the victims of the strike, the criterion 

that individuals are legitimate military targets if they regularly communicate with known enemy combatants; the criterion 

that individuals are legitimate military targets if they provide food and shelter to enemy combatants; the criterion that 

individuals are legitimate military targets if they are suspected of possessing information on enemy combatants). The main 

objective of this section is to show that these over-broad criteria for determining targets prevent learning algorithms from 

distinguishing between civilians and military targets.   

The second part of the paper shows how the too-broad target selection criteria negatively affect the requirement to comply 

with two key principles of international humanitarian law, that is, the principle of precaution in attack and the principle of 

proportionality. The main objective of this part is to show how blurring the line between civilians and legitimate military 

targets can lead to violations of those two principles.

mailto:g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk
mailto:t.degenhardt@qub.ac.uk
mailto:vasja.badalic@pf.uni-lj.si


TOWARDS A CRITICAL CULTURAL CRIMINOLOGY OF THE STATE (IN WAR) 
Daniel Burrows 
University of Brighton, UK. D.Burrows@brighton.ac.uk  
 

In recent years, the study of state crime has managed to emerge from the disciplinary wilderness, to carve out an important 

niche from which to develop. Though still a relatively marginal study within the greater scheme of criminological analysis, 

William Chambliss’ (1989) call to take state crime seriously is at last bearing fruit, particularly within the burgeoning study 

of the criminology of war. Recent research has focussed on the questionable legal justifications for invading Iraq (Kramer and 

Michalowski, 2005), the neo-liberal restructuring of the Iraqi economy (Whyte, 2007) and the conceptualisation of the 

conflict in Darfur as an example of genocide (Hagan and Kaiser, 2011), to name but a few. In addition, there has been the 

emergence of ongoing multi and inter-disciplinary research projects such as the International State Crime Initiative and the 

Rendition Project, focussed on the critical analysis of the use of and motivation for state sanctioned violence. Yet the 

criminological study of warfare is considered by many to still be in its infancy, relative to the more mainstream 

criminological canon (Jamieson, 1998, Ruggerio, 2006). 
Thus far, cultural criminology has contributed little to the theoretical and empirical development of the study of the state, a 

fact that has not been lost on the perspectives most prominent exponents (see: Ferrell, Hayward and Young, 2015). With this 

in mind, this paper seeks to outline the contribution that cultural criminology can make to the critical analysis of state 

criminality within the context of war. It proposes that to comprehensively understand the nature of state sanctioned violence 

within the theatre of war, it is necessary for criminology to engage in an integrated, multi-dimensional theoretical approach to 

the problem. To this end, the paper will draw upon insights derived from an investigation into state criminality during the US 

led invasion and occupation of Iraq from 2003. In drawing on Keith Hayward’s (2011) call for a more integrated and 

interdisciplinary approach to cultural criminology and taking inspiration from the constitutive criminology of Stuart Henry 

and Dragan Milovanovic (1996), the paper seeks to stress the importance of macro, meso and micro processes to the 

theoretical analysis of state crime. The proposed framework considers six theoretical themes, which it is argued are 

fundamental to appreciating the complex interplay of structural dynamics, individual agency and the socially constructed 

nature of deviance within military conflict. In so doing, it attempts to answer the call from within cultural criminology itself 

(Ferrell et al, 2015) to develop a nuanced and critical, cultural criminology of the state. 
 

 

Session 7. Friday 14.45 – 16.30 
CRITICAL POLICING RESEARCH IN ACTION 

Chair: Teresa Degenhart 
 

‘NO PUBLICATION OF THE RESEARCH WILL BE PERMITTED WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL’: A 

CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF POLICE-ACADEMIC ‘PARTNERSHIP’ WORKING. 
Joanna Gilmore 
University of York, UK. Joanna.gilmore@york.ac.uk  
 

In recent years, there has been a proliferation of police-academic ‘partnership’ working in the UK. Emerging in the context of 

a crisis of legitimacy in policing, the “co-production” of research between Universities and police forces has been actively 

encouraged by the Government as a means to “promote evidence-based policing and more effective responses to crime.” 

Whilst some studies have considered the ‘cultural’ and ‘organisational’ obstacles encountered by those working within these 

formalised research relationships, surprisingly little attention has been paid to the concrete legal and institutional conditions 

under which these collaborations operate. This paper considers some of the emerging findings of an analysis of police-

academic ‘partnership’ working in England and Wales. Focusing on the contractual relationships between police forces and 

Universities (specifically in relation to intellectual property rights, ethics and data security), it will illustrate how the police 

are increasingly able to shape research agendas and control the use of research data. It will locate these developments in the 

broader (mis)appropriation of academic research by the State, the commercialisation of academic knowledge and the 

marketization of UK higher education. Finally, it will consider what these developments mean for researchers working 

outside of formalised police-academic collaborations, and the future of critical and abolitionist perspectives on the police. 
 

POLICE ABOLITION AND THE UNIVERSITY 
Vicki Sentas 
University of Sydney, AU. v.sentas@unsw.edu.au 

 

Diverse social movements internationally not only resist the violence of policing. Many develop and live the conceptual tools 

to roll back, contain, disrupt and abolish policing, often within broader struggles for liberation and against capitalism.  In 

contrast, Academic police studies predominantly function as state craft, regenerating police legitimacy and perfecting the 

police project. Police studies are notably disconnected from the experience, knowledge and agendas of those policed, 

notwithstanding the largely instrumental use of policed people as research subjects. This disconnect is not a lament. The 

political rationale of police studies is incommensurate with the grammars of suffering of overpoliced peoples and the 

particulars of justice. For those in the University who see their work as resourcing or part of the social movements for the 

abolition of policing, then the problem of police studies remains a (small) site for insurrectionist thought and action. This 

paper reflects on the contemporary politics of police studies to articulate a counter-politics for Academic research aligned 

with abolishing the conditions of existence for racialized state subjection. It considers the concepts and methodologies of 

police abolition in relation to diverse stances across critical policing studies.  
 

ON BEING MATRIXED AND BEING POLICED  
Patrick Williams 
Manchester Metropolitan University, UK. p.williams@mmu.ac.uk 
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 “They think they know you” speaks to the historically contingent familiarity of policed encounters as experienced by black 

and brown bodies.  The statement is suggestive of the frequency and the trauma of policed interactions occurring within 

communities racialized as black.  Of relevance, such stories highlight the implausibility of police reforms and consequently 

this paper furthers calls for the abolition of the police.  
That they think they know you disrupts our self-conceptualisation, amongst the imposition of othering ‘myths’ and a plethora 

of criminalised status.  Yet rather than misreading overrepresentation as the product of criminality, this paper foregrounds the 

narratives of the policed in order to illustrate the risk-producing and guilt-making functions of contemporary policing as 

integral to the perennial reconstruction of the black criminal other.   



HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY WG

Session 1. Wednesday 15.30 – 17.00 
GENEALOGIES, DEBATES 

Chair: Stratos Georgoulas

THE SPIRIT OF SOCIAL CONTROL: A THEOLOGICAL READING OF POSITIVIST CRIMINOLOGY

Yoav Mehozay

University of California, Berkeley, USA. ymehozay@univ.haifa.ac.il 

Regimes of social control, if they are to succeed and thrive, must be based on a binding spirit. This assertion is well 

articulated with respect to modern state’s institutions, particularly the legal-political system. Yet it remains underdeveloped 

with respect to one of the pinnacles of social control: the organization of the criminal justice system and the knowledge on 

which it is based, most notably, positivist criminology. Although positivist criminology has always been competing with other 

systems of beliefs (e.g. penal populism, conservatism and the neoclassical school of thought) it has been playing a crucial 

role in legitimizing the practices of the penal system for more than a century and continues to do so today with the gospel of 

evidence-based research.

In a prospective book manuscript, I revisit the history of positivist criminology by reading its non-linear history as a quest for 

sovereignty over knowledge production. Relying on the analytical frameworks of civil religion and political theology, I 

examine the role of positivist criminology as an incarnation of a spirit of sorts, in which its praise as truth is based on 

empirical determinism. I seek to subvert the concept of methodological atheism and to unpack the domestication of 

theological conceptions that are woven into the fabric of this scholarship. I follow the history of positivist knowledge 

production in criminology from its early days and as it developed and struggled to maintain its status: moving back and forth 

from grand dogma and theories to knowledge based on multi factors, typologies and serving more modest objectives such as 

crime management. Overall, the book aims to offer an introspective account on the state of the field of criminology with a 

forward looking gaze, namely, in thinking about the future role that positivist criminology can play—together with additional 

sources of knowledge—with in a progressive penal agenda. 

THE ORIGINS OF RADICAL CRIMINOLOGY: AESCHYLUS’ “PROMETHEUS BOUND”

Stratos Georgoulas

University of the Aegean, GR. S.Georgoulas@soc.aegean.gr 

What is going on, when a socio-political rupture produces a break in knowledge production? How does this happen? And 

how is it concretized in a field of knowledge, such as the study of deviance and social control?

This is precisely the object of the present research, with special reference to era, a poet and a play which is unique and 

interesting and which have yet to be studied by scholars who deal with issues of (Pre) history of criminology and historical 

production of criminological knowledge.

With the dramatic plays written by Aeschylus, the ideals of the new radical democracy are brought to the utmost, and with 

them the roots of a radical concept of evil and good, crime and justice are clearly depicted. In the tragedy Prometheus Bound, 

another model of the new era emerges precisely because it defies the laws of authority and power, a model that is punished by 

power with the help of the State and Violence. Prometheus does not accept compromising solutions proposed to him since 

they serve only him and not humanity as a whole; he rather prefers conflict and the ultimate sociopolitical change. No power 

or authority is meant to dominate eternally. Change is the only constant.

DOES THE PUBLIC NEED CRIMINOLOGY?

Vincenzo Ruggiero

Middlesex University, UK. V.Ruggiero@mdx.ac.uk  

The notion of ‘public’ (recently applied to criminology) incorporates an obligation to assume responsibility for the lives of 

others, protect society as a whole and, as Immanuel Kant put it, embrace a form of world patriotism. This paper will set off 

by explaining how difficult it is for criminology as an academic discipline to accept such an obligation. Three sets of 

difficulties will be highlighted: first, those experienced by criminologists; second, those suffered by the public; and third, 

those challenging public action and social movements.

Session 2. Thursday 10.00 – 11.30 
COLONIALITIES. ANTICOLONIALISM 

Chair: John Moore

FROM LAW TO LAWLESSNESS, FROM ORDER TO DISORDER, FROM JUSTICE TO INJUSTICE: THE 

INSURRECTIONAL POTENTIAL OF COLONIAL HISTORY IN THE PENAL LAW CURRICULUM

John Moore

Newman University of Birmingham, UK. john.moore@newman.ac.uk 

“The native is always presumed guilty” (Frantz Fanon).

“We are here because you were there” (A. Sivanandan).
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This paper explores the delivery of a final year undergraduate module focusing on the role of penal law in Britain’s empire. 

The module was delivered for the first time in late 2018 at Newman University, Birmingham to a group of 13 final year 

undergraduates. Newman is a small university, whose students are drawn from local working-class communities. The 

students taking the module were predominately the first people in their family to attend university. Whilst all the students on 

this module had been born in the UK, a majority of their grandparents had been born in countries colonised by Britain. 

The module’s origins lie in my interest in understanding the development and deployment of penal law from a historic 

perspective (Moore, 2014). Whilst traditionally histories of ‘crime’, penal law and punishment draw exclusively from the 

metropole – often in a Whiggish manner that portrays these as stories of civilising progress – their global histories, 

highlighting how the European states utilised criminal law in the governance of their colonies, disrupts taken for granted 

‘common sense’ concepts underpinning our understanding of penal law. Justice becomes injustice, order becomes disorder, 

law becomes lawlessness, and ‘crime’ is exposed as a construct designed to facilitate racism and the domination of colonised 

populations.  

Starting with the design of the module and its pedagogic objectives, the paper then evaluates its delivery and students’ 

reception of the curriculum. The paper concludes that whilst a (post)colonial/(de)colonial perspective can problematise key 

concepts such as law, order, and justice, a single module is likely to have limited impact. Understanding penal law can be 

enhanced by including its deployment in the governance of Europe’s empires, but unless this is embedded throughout the 

whole programme the impact will be severely limited.  On the other hand, placing such an approach at the centre of a 

criminology degree would delegitimise the discipline’s knowledge base. But it would offer up the opportunity for developing 

abolition democracy (Davis, 2005). 

CRITICAL AND POST-COLONIAL CRIMINOLOGIES: THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL 

ENCOUNTERS

Alvise Sbraccia

Università di Bologna, IT. alvise.sbraccia@unibo.it 

Post-colonial and counter-colonial scholars highlighted how colonialism could be defined (also) as a criminological project in 

itself, maintaining that criminology played a crucial role in imagining, shaping and reproducing strategic forms of oppression 

and counter-insurrection. Such views, following the perspective of a “southern” criminology, have been important in recent 

years to reflect about the evolution and transformation of critical criminology, in its attempt to describe and analyze 

contemporary social and institutional control. Can we give for granted the theoretical integration of these views inside a 

general framework of critical criminology? The paper will try to answer this question, with specific reference to: political 

struggles and changes in penal law; minorities’ exclusion and repression; persistance of criminological positivism.  

Conclusions will consider how the encounter of different perspectives on punitiveness (in different geographical contexts) 

could be realized in the field of a common set of methods and techniques of research. 

THE ARTIST AND THE TORTURER: SCENES OF RESISTANCE AND ACCOMMODATION FROM GOYA 

THROUGH JEAN AMERY TO THE CHAPMAN BROTHERS

Wayne Morrison 

Queen Mary University of London, UK, w.morrison@qmul.ac.uk 

The Ghetto is fighting!... In Krasinski Square – the ghetto wall nearby – carousels in motion. A march is played on the public 

address system, gondolas disappear in the smoke coming from the wall; the crowd shouting; fantastic fun.’ (Stanislaw 

Sreniowski, From the Book of Madness and Atrocity [four handwritten pages] by a Jewish survivor hidden ‘on the Aryan 

side’ in Warsaw, from Sreniowski, 2008, 315-6).

Given that this European Group meeting here at Barcelona is dedicated to the theme of Resisting State Corporate Harms in 

Times of Repression, it is fitting to pay critical tribute to Francisco di Goya and the tradition he begat of artistic 

representation of torture, atrocity and mutilation. While previously both the cost and technology of ‘art’ meant that 

production was a function of patronage, now the later etchings of Goya, as opposed to his Court Portraiture, are deemed acts 

of ‘insurrection’, epitomised by the authenticity of the caption ‘I saw it’ (as in plate 44 from 'The Disasters of War' (Los 

Desastres de la Guerra): 'I saw it.’, Yo lo vi, 1810 published 1863, i.e. not published during his lifetime) they stand for a 

cataloguing and witnessing of atrocities of a new type of war and new forms of social destruction. More than that, Goya is 

seen as inspiration – for acts of artistic production and spectator viewing that force the viewer to say, ‘no, no more, I resist!’; 

but what, if anything, have we gained from this tradition? In 2019, at a time where the Far Right seems in ascendency (for 

what after all is ISIS if not a form of religious fascism?) we must ask: what, if any, effects has it had on public conscience or 

contribution to social solidarity? 

To begin, I counterpoise two of the Chapman Brothers’ last set of reworked Goya etchings – the last of their compulsive 

reworking of his etchings of the Disasters of War which they have undertaken alongside their detailed and immense work 

depicting Hell (Hell, Fucking Hell, Fucking, C*****g Hell, and so on) always in a relationship with Goya – with a short 

extract from Sreniowski, probably written a year after the Warsaw ghetto uprising in which he depicts normal life occurring 

side by side with exterminatory atrocity. A reality that the current Polish State has tried to extinguish through laws that make 

any claim of ‘polish’ collaboration of even non-resistance a crime. 

I accept that even inhabiting a global nomos, our attention is inevitably pragmatic and localised; the dilemmas of situated 

choices and situated vision predominate. It is all too easy to sweep away consciousness of our need for transcendental motifs 

and referential concepts, but therein what do we see? What is/are the meaning/s of our visions and their normativity?

I will trace the trajectory of the work of the (British) Chapman brothers who are (wrongly) seen as anti-enlightenment, as 

anti-humanist, but who are saying that Goya was not (physically) there: that his work is NOT reportage, it is NOT witnessing, 

it is rather a calling of us – the non-present - into relation with what we may know about, the details of which however we 

can only (may) ‘imagine’, or, as when we seek reality by going to museums of conscience, such as that of 

concentration/torture camps, re-imaging. Is Jean Amery an artist of forever tortured (non)survivor?

Image:  Hook in torture chamber, Breendock, photo Wayne Morrison, February 2019. Jean Amery experienced this room 

under the Nazi occupation: ‘… there hung from the vaulted ceiling a chain that above ran into a roll. At its bottom end it 

bore a heavy, broadly curved iron hook. I was led to the instrument. The hook gripped into the shackle that held my hands 

together behind my back.
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Then I was raised with the chain until I hung about a meter over the floor. In such a position, or rather, when hanging 

this way, with your hands behind your back, for a short time you can hold at a half-oblique through muscular force. 

During these few minutes, when you are already expending your utmost strength, when sweat has already appeared on 

your forehead and lips, and you are breathing in gasps, you will not answer any questions. Accomplices? Addresses? 

Meeting places? You hardly hear it. 
All your life is gathered in a single, limited area of the body, the shoulder joints, and it does not react; for it exhausts 

itself completely in the expenditure of energy. But this cannot last long, even with people who have a strong physical 

constitution. As for me, I had to give up rather quickly. And now there was a crackling and splintering in my shoulders 

that my body has not forgotten until this hour. The balls sprang from their sockets. My own body weight caused luxation; 

I fell into a void and now hung by my dislocated arms, which had been torn high from behind and were now twisted over 

my head…. (At Minds Limits, 32) 
And the terror of Goya’s final plate? A place that he did not see, is a place wherein we may be - so the Chapman Brothers 

‘Hell….’ And ‘The Disasters of the Everyday’.  
 

 

session 3. Friday 10.00 – 11.30 
MEMORIES &. RESISTANCES 

Chair: Rachel Seoighe 
 

REMEMBERING, SUFFERING AND RESISTANCE: A SOCIAL HISTORY OF NEW YORK CITY’S RIKERS ISLAND JAIL 
COMPLEX (cancelled)  
Jayne Mooney  
CUNY, USA. jmooney@jjay.cuny.edu   
 

Rikers Island jail in New York City has for years been a scandalous and despised fixture of New York City life, with the mere 

mention of its name conjuring up arguments about the exponential growth of the prison industrial complex in the age of neo-

liberalism. This paper explores the history of the complex going back to the late 1800s when the idea was first put forward to 

establish a ‘model penitentiary’ on the island. It focuses on the voices of those who have been incarcerated there over the 

years. By building on historical memory, critical punishment memorialization studies and the work of E.H Carr (1961), it 

suggests that the telling of carceral history is potentially a powerful weapon capable of shaping unfolding events, as well as, 

helping to preserve the memory of those who have suffered and resisted the practice of human caging.  
 

REMEMBERING COLD WAR LATIN AMERICA IN NEW YORK CITY: RESISTANCE AND MYTHS 
Marcia Esparza 
CUNY, USA. mesparza@jjay.cuny.edu  
 

Cold-War counterinsurgency campaigns rooted in national security ideology of extermination of political opponents, 

considered to be the “internal enemy,” of the state in Latin America left a trail of archives telling the experience of ethnic and 

political groups with genocide. In this paper I explore human rights archives kept in New York City under the custody of the 

Historical Memory Project (HMP) showing the voices of resistance to the crimes of the powerful and their institutions such 

as the armed forces whose archives on the other hand, reiterate and perpetuate the state’s myth of the military as the savior 

and guardian of society. Furthermore, these archives show why the Trump’s immigration policies are willfully ignoring that 

people, families, and communities are fleeing the very same conditions created by US-sponsored counterinsurgency 

campaigns. All this suggests that human rights archives and historical memory can be seen as tools of resistance and also one 

that subordinates and can eventually dismantle national security narratives. HMP is an initiative that promotes historical 

memory locally and globally through education and activism. 
 

REMEMBERING MULLIVAIKAL: MEMORY, RESILIENCE AND THE NARRATIVISATION OF ATROCITY IN 

THE LONDON TAMIL DIASPORA 
Rachel Seoighe 
University of Kent, UK. r.seoighe@kent.ac.uk  
 

This year marks 10 years since the end of the civil war in Sri Lanka and the violent defeat of the separatist LTTE or Tamil 

Tigers. In London, the Tamil Information Centre and the wider Tamil community – including activists, artists and community 

groups – will host an exhibition and programme of events on 18-19 May 2019 called ‘The Tamils of Lanka: a Timeless 

Heritage.’ Given the lack of accountability for war crimes and atrocity perpetrated by the state forces against the Tamil 

population at the end of the war, and the ongoing repression of the population, the memorialising events will be a space of 

reflection and an arena for the renegotiation and construction of collective memory. The official state conflict narrative is one 

shaped by state-corporate interests and constellations: Sinhala-Buddhist nationalism, the military and its public relations 

campaigns and the state-supported tourism industry. 
Focusing on this exhibition as a centralised and explicit process of memorialisation and meaning-making, this research will 

document and theorise memory work in the Tamil diaspora as collective resistance to state crime and denial. The paper will 

examine the narratives and nuances emerging from this memory work and analyse its impact on conflict memory, community 

identity and international advocacy around accountability. The memory work of the exhibition is explicitly designed not only 

on to focus on war crimes and atrocities suffered by Tamils throughout the war but also on cultural resilience and heritage, 

and on cultural distinctiveness from the majority Sinhalese as a consistent claim for self-determination. The exhibition’s aim 

is to showcase Tamil history, culture and heritage alongside the impact of the conflict through time and warfare. Animated by 

community workshops and lectures, the exhibition will contribute to an emerging memoryscape taking shape as the Tamil 

community narrativise their experiences in testimony, films, photography and other documentary and artistic methods.  
This paper is an exploration of the Tamil meaning-making process as resistance to state crime, as the community continues to 

contend with legacies of atrocity. The diaspora is, through this artistic and testimonial work, consolidating and reorienting 

frameworks of understanding around the conflict to reject the criminalisation of Tamil resistance to state violence and 
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persecution. This exhibition, as a centralised and explicit process of memorialisation and meaning-making, is a site of 

insurgent thinking. 

Beginning from an explanation of the decolonial, participatory research method developed in this research, and speaking 

from a position of longstanding work with the Tamil community, this paper acknowledges the presentation of these Tamil 

stories as a challenge to state-corporate authorship of history. It theorises a gentle but insurgent memory work that reinscribes 

Tamil history, politics and lived experience. These stories are marginalised spaces of resistance but contain hopeful, resilient 

possibilities for reimagining dignified lives. 

RESISTANCE, COMPROMISE AND INNER EMIGRATION

Matjaz Jager

University of Ljubljana, SL. matjaz.jager@pf.uni-lj.si 

My contribution is about the notion of the “inner emigration”.  Traditionally understood an inner emigrant is someone who 

opposes the (repressive) political regime in his country but does not choose to emigrate abroad, nor does he actively rebel 

against it. Instead, he chooses to “retreat into his inner exile”. In the 20th century the idea of inner emigration played a major 

part in the literary controversy between Thomas Mann in exile and the non- Nazi German writers that remained in Germany 

during the Nazi time. 

After sketching some analytical elements of the pure “inner emigrant”, I point out examples of how this concept may apply 

more broadly. 
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SESIONES ESPECIALES – SALA PRINCIPAL 

SPECIAL SESSIONS – MAIN ROOM 

Wednesday 10.00 – 11.30 
traducció simultània

WELCOME TO THE ROSE OF FIRE / BIENVENIDAS A LA ROSA DE FOC 
Chair: Can Batlló

COMMUNITY VS. CONSORTIA / LA COMUNITAT DAVANT ELS CONSORCIS

La Ciutat Invisible

A FEMINIST APPROACH TO URBAN CONTROL / UNA MIRADA FEMINISTA AL CONTROL URBÀ

Genera

COLONIALISM, RACISM, AND STREET LIFE / COLONIALISME, RACISME i VIDA AL CARRER

Sindicato Mantero

STRUGGLES FOR HOUSING / LLUITES PER L'HABITATGE

Sindicat d’Habitatge de Vallcarca

Wednesday 12.00 – 14.00 
traducció simultània

WHAT ARE WE HERE FOR? / PARA QUÉ ESTAMOS AQUÍ? 
Chair: Steve Tombs

Vicky Canning

Deanna Dadusc

Maeve McMahon

Stratos Georgoulas

Beppe Mosconi

Wednesday 17.15 – 18.45 
traducció simultània

THE ACADEMIC CRIMINAL / LA ACADEMIA CRIMINAL 
Chair: Andrea Beckman

LABOUR EXCEPTION IN THE UNIVERSITY /  EXCEPCIÓ LABORAL A LA UNIVERSITAT

David Vila

UNION STRUGGLES / LLUITES SINDICALS

Inés García López

THE ILLUSION OF RATIONALITY IN THE ACADEMIC MARKET / LA IL·LUSIÓ DE RACIONALITAT AL MERCAT ACADÈMIC

Renata Salecl

Thursday 12.00 – 13.45 
traducció simultània

HARM AT THE BORDER / DAÑO EN LA FRONTERA 
Chair & coord.: Vicky Canning

GENDERED HARMS & RESISTANCES / DANYS DE GÈNERE I RESISTÈNCIES

Vicky Canning

THE SOVEREIGN RATIONALE OF EXPULSION / LA RACIONALITAT SOBIRANA DE L’EXPULSIÓ

Cristina Fernández-Bessa

EU ACCOUNTABILITY FOR DEATHS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN 

LA RESPONSABILITAT DE LA UE PER LES MORTS AL MEDITERRANI

Tony Bunyan

IMMIGRATION DETENTION ABOLITION / ABOLIR L’EMPRESONAMENT DE LES MIGRANTS

Monish Bhatia

GRASSROOT STRUGGLES AND POLITICAL SOLIDARITY / LLUITES DE BASE i SOLIDARITAT POLÍTICA

Hibai Arbide



Thursday 19.00 – 20.30 [extra session] 

CATALONIA AND THE POLITICS OF STRUGGLE 
Chair: David Whyte

Ignasi Bernat – Postfascism

Dani Jiménez – Francoism inside the trials

Benet Salellas (lawyer for the political prisoners) - The problem of civil obedience

Mireia Vehí (CUP) - Confronting the Spanish state

Maria Gordillo - Feminist perspectives on repression and self-determination

Eunice Romero -  Anti-racist struggle within self-determination

Friday 11.45 – 13.15 
traducció simultània

THE HARM OF PUNISHMENT 
DISCUSSING PRISON, MASS INCARCERATION & ABOLITIONISM

EL DAÑO DEL CASTIGO 
CUESTIONANDO LA PRISIÓN, EL ENCARCELAMIENTO MASIVO Y EL ABOLICIONISMO

Chair & coord.: Simone Santorso 

Demetra Sorvatzioti 

Emily L. Hart

‘BEYOND THESE WALLS’ / “MÉS ENLLÀ D’AQUESTS MURS”

Tony Platt

‘BRITISH PRISONS’ 40TH ANNIVERSARY / 40 ANIVERSARI DE "LES PRESONS BRITÀNIQUES" 

Joe Sim

ABOLISH CRIMINOLOGY / ABOLIR LA CRIMINOLOGIA

Michael J. Coyle

Friday 14.45 – 16.30 
traducció simultània

POLITICAL REPRESSION, EXCEPTION, POSTFASCISMS 

REPRESIÓN POLÍTICA, EXCEPCIÓN, POSTFASCISMOS 
Coords.: Ale Forero & Dani Jiménez

Chair: Rachele Stroppa (Sirecovi)

THE EUROPEAN ARREST WARRANTS AGAINST PUIGDEMONT IN LIGHT OF THE POLITICAL OFFENCE EXEMPTION /
LES ORDRES EUROPEES DE DETENCIÓ CONTRA PUIGDEMONT A LA LLUM DE L’EXEMPCIÓ POLÍTICA

Christophe Marchand & Sibel Top

THE WAR ON ANARCHISM  / LA GUERRA CONTRA L’ANARQUISME

Col·lectiu Colze a Colze

THE (PERMANENT) STRUGGLE OF ‘SOCIAL’ PRISONERS / LA LLUITA (PERMANENT) DELS PRESOS "SOCIALS"

Col·lectiu Clivella

AGAINST TORTURE: BREAKING THE CHAIN OF IMPUNITY  / CONTRA LA TORTURA: TRENCANT LA CADENA D’IMPUNITAT

Jorge del Cura 

Friday 16.45 – 18.30 
traducció simultània

BESIEGING THE POLICE: SECURITY POLICIES FROM THE LEFT(S) 

ASEDIANDO A LA POLICÍA. POLÍTICAS DE SEGURIDAD DESDE LA(S) IZQUIERDA(S) 
Coords.: Georgios Papanicolaou, Ale Forero & Dani Jiménez

Chair: Georgios Papanicolaou

POLICE FORCES AND POLITICAL SEWERS / FORCES POLICIALS I CLAVEGUERES POLÍTIQUES

Jesús Rodríguez (La Directa)

FACING GENDER-BASED INJUSTICE / ENFRONTANT LA INJUSTÍCIA DE GÈNERE

Laia Serra (Comissió de Defensa Col·legi d’advocatts Bcn)

THE DELIRIUM OF RADICALISATION. SECURITISATION OF MUSLIM TRADITION / 

EL DELIRI DE LA RADICALITZACIÓ. SECURITITZACIÓ DE LA TRADICIÓ MUSULMANA

Ainhoa N. Douhaibi (Assemblea Antirracista)

SOCIAL SECURITY VS. CRIMINAL ORDER: THE LIMITS OF POLITICS / 

SEGURETAT SOCIAL VS. ORDRE CRIMINAL: ELS LÍMITS DE LA POLÍTICA

César Manzanos (Salhaketa Araba)



EXPOSICIONES / EXHIBITIONS

CHILE-ARGENTINA-GUATEMALA. PROJECTE MEMÒRIA HISTÒRICA 
CHILE-ARGENTINA-GUATEMALA. HISTORICAL MEMORY PROJECT 

By Marcia Esparza 
Primera planta edifici principal / Main building’s 1

st
 floor

LLUITANT CONTRA L’EMPRESONAMENT A CATALUNYA 
STRUGGLES AGAINST IMPRISONMENT IN CATALONIA 

By Col·lectiu Clivella 
Sala 69 / Room 69 



HOST 

Can Batlló was a textile factory founded in 1878. In late 19th century it livened up the La Bordeta 

neighbourhood in Barcelona. The Platform "Can Batlló és per al Barri" (Can Batlló is for the 

Neighbourhood) set 11 June 2011 as the date for the City Council to start a transformation process of 

the area that could open it for the neighbours. The La Bordeta residents' committee and the Sants 

Social Centre, along with many other neighbours, were willing to squat this old industrial complex if 

the process remained blocked. This situation led to some industrial plants being transferred in order to 

avoid their squatting. On 11 June 2011, the neighbourhood entered the buildings. Since then, this 

collective project keeps slowly moving forward. 

LUNCHES & COFFEE BREAKS 

We are a group of people with common goals based on free and voluntarily established cooperation. 

We want to solve the social, labor, economic, ecological and health issues that affect our life and our 

environment  through consumption of eco-biological products, as part of a movement for social 

transformation. All citizens of the western countries have turned consumption into our lifestyle, and 

this model of consumption is induced by economic and financial powers. That is why La Garrofera de 

Sants believe that the transformation of our consumption habits leads us to live better: Because we are 

aware of what we really need instead of following mechanically what is dictated by capitalist 

propaganda. Because our criteria on quality of life are governed by personal, spiritual and social 

awareness growth, and not by unlimited consumption. Because we want our ption choices to be 

governed by solidarity and responsibility. 

FRIDAY DINNER @ CASINET D’HOSTAFRANCS 

(CARRER RECTOR TRIADÓ, 53 – SANTS) BY 

Radio Bronka is a self-managed radio station in Barcelona born in the associative social movement of 

the Les Roquetes neighborhood, in 1987. 



INTERPRETING 

The Collective for Self-Management of Interpreting Technologies (COATI) was formed in 2009, 

coming out of the international anti-capitalist, free-spaces and NoBorders networks, and the 

experiences of free and open source software, independent radio and volunteer interpreting. We run as 

a not-for-profit group that operates, designs, builds and maintains a variety of interpreting solutions 

and collective tools so that smaller organizations don't have to maintain their own and each event 

doesn't have to solve its technology problems from scratch. We operate according to the principles of 

non-hierarchy, consensus decision making, open source, DIY self-management and skill sharing. We 

also aim to consider the ecological impact of the work we do and minimise our ecological footprint. 

Our aim is to increase the autonomy of social struggles from the private sector in terms of interpreting 

and interpreting technologies, and to increase the accessibility and usability of alternative interpreting 

technologies. 

Cooperative of interpretation and translation specialized in culture and social movements. 

MEETING POINT: 

Carrer de Riego, 4, by Plaça Osca 

Cooperative bar from Sants District. The project starts in 2013 as a meeting space where workers 

organize themselves collectively and horizontally, based on mutual support, creating an alternative to 

the market and the usual salaried and precarious work in the catering industry. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Clivella is an autonomous collective whose purpose is to highlight the situation of inequality and 

discrimination suffered by people deprived of their freedom and their close environments, as well as to 

denounce and resist rights violations. 

Side by Side, facing repression, struggling together, through mutual support. Finding our strength in 

understanding the differences and learning to recognise each other as accomplices. Side by Side is the 

name of this campaign, this shout of resistance, this new challenge against power. Another attempt to 

break the silence in a more and more overt social conflict, due to the irreversible structural crisis of 

capitalism. 

Descontrol (Editorial & Printing) is a cultural collective that believes in a radical transformation of 

society and thinks that books are weapons in the hands of those who want to use them. Our books seek 

to train, disturb, question... to produce a reaction. We want to make books not to leave anyone 

indifferent, to awaken consciousness, and to help us get together, organize ourselves and fight for 

social transformation. 

The Platform of Associate Teachers was born in 2011 as an assembly space where associate teachers 

of the University of Barcelona organise ourselves to fight against our precarious situation. 

La Ciutat Invisible (The Invisible City) is a cooperative and self-management project founded in 2005 

whose objective is the construction of labour alternatives to the precarious and salaried work imposed 

by the capitalist economic system. 



La Directa is a means of communication for social transformation in Catalan. We want to denounce 

the injustices and abuses, and promote the alternatives. Thanks to a network of collaborators that has 

been woven since 2006, this project is supported by more than 3,000 subscribers. We want to be a 

communicative tool to make the practices of social movements visible, and to support political, social 

and cultural collectives and projects that pose an alternative to the current model. In 2016, we created 

a cooperative of consumers and users with the groups that have supported us from the beginning. 

Publicly presented in November 2016 as the Housing Commission of Vallcarca Assembly, we changed 

our name in late 2018 to Sindicat d'Habitatge de Vallcarca. We work through mutual support and self-

organization, against evictions, gentrification, and energy poverty. No more neighbours expelled from 

Vallcarca, #NoEnsFaranFora! 

‘It is justice, not charity, that is wanting in the world!’ (Mary Wollstonecraft). Genera was born in 2008 

as a Genera es una organización sin ánimo de lucro que busca la redefinición de los roles sociales 

desde una perspectiva de género a través de la defensa y reivindicación de los derechos de las mujeres 

partiendo del ámbito del trabajo sexual. 

You can’t go unnoticed. Every time you step on the street, the first patrol you find on the road looks at 

you from head to toe, believing that you are a simple and poor immigrant who comes from far away. 

When you go shopping, they check your documents. They check your documents when you walk 

down the street. They check your backpack and your ‘papers’. Some end up in a CIE just for breathing 

at their own doorstep. This life here is like being a prisoner, and we do not want that because surviving 

is not a crime. 



EUROPEAN GROUP  

FOR THE STUDY OF DEVIANCE AND SOCIAL CONTROL 

http://www.europeangroup.org/ 

47
th 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

RESISTING STATE-CORPORATE CRIMES AND FACING REPRESSION: 

TOWARD A THEORY OF INSURRECTION 

CRIMINALITAT ESTATAL-CORPORATIVA: RESISTÈNCIA I REPRESSIÓ 

CAP A UNA TEORIA DE LA INSURRECCIÓ 

Can Batlló, Barcelona 

4-6 September 2019 

EG Steering Committee: 

Alejandro Forero, Ana Rodas, Andre Giamberardino, Andrea Beckmann, Caglar Dolek, Christina 
Pantazis, Christos Kouroutzas, Dani Jiménez, David Rodríguez-Goyes, Demetra Sorvatzioti, Emma 
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The Observatory  of the Penal   System and Human  Rights  - OSPDH , founded  in 2001 is a research 
center of the University of Barcelona whose main objective is to monitor the exercise of criminal control 
agencies and ensure respect for human rights. 
http://www.ub.edu/ospdh/es/presentacion-0

The System of Documentation  and Communication  of Institutional  Violence - SIRECOVI  is a tool 
created  by the OSPDH in 2016 whic can be activated  in cases of torture  and ill-treatment  in Catalonia . 
Through a informatic aplication, cases are documented and, according to their characteristics and through 
an encrypted  system , alerts  are sent  seeking  the adoption  of measures  to protect  the person  who  has 
suffered  such  ill -treatment . The  system  communicates  with  public  institutions  and  civil  society 
organizations, both national and international. 
https://sirecovi.ub.edu/index_en.html
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