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Abstract 

 

Keywords: Male, female, gender, language, dynamic verbs, stative verbs 

 

The present study investigates how Swedish students construct gender in their English 

writing. Twenty-two students in upper secondary school, who all were attending an English 

course at the A-level, took part in the investigation. They were asked to write a story about a 

boy/man and a girl/woman. By looking at the gender of the author together with the linguistic 

factors he, she and I and whether the verb that follows is dynamic (representing an act) or 

stative (representing a state or a quality attributed to the subject), an indication of the 

stereotypical belief of males being active and females being passive could be obtained. The 

study finds that stative verbs are to a larger extent followed by female subjects and that 

dynamic verbs are followed by male subjects to a larger extent. To actually determine whether 

males are more active than females, a larger study is required. 
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1. Introduction 

Most of us would agree on the statement that there are differences between men and women. 

A crucial genetic difference is that females have two x chromosomes while males have one x 

and one y chromosome. Sex is biologically determined while gender is something that is 

socially constructed. Gender is not something that we are born with and neither something we 

have, but something we do (West and Zimmerman 1987 in Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 

2003:10) and perform (Butler 1990 in Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 2003:10).                                                                                         

Picture a boy, who is proudly watching his father as he walks around in a pompous manner 

and sticks out his chest. The boy will most likely copy and imitate him, trying to do what he   

can to be like his father and to be a man. His father may not walk pompously, but the boy is 

creating a person that takes the shape of what he is admiring in his male role model. The same 

goes for the little girl who borrows her mother´s high-heeled shoes, puts makeup on her face 

and walks around the room. When these children have grown up they may not take on these 

features, but their childhood experiences contain elements that will surface in their adult male 

and female behavior. Another possible scenario is that the girl will try the pompous walk as 

well, but adults are not likely to consider it as cute as her imitation of her mother.  Chances 

are also that if the boy decides to put on some makeup and high-heeled shoes, he will not be 

considered cute either. One can say that gendered performances are available to everyone, but 

with them come restrictions on who can perform what gender role without being required to 

take the consequences for them. This is where sex and gender come together and our society 

tries to match up ways of behaving with the biological sex assignments we have been given 

(Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 2003:10). 

          The force of gender categories in society makes it hard for us to live our lives in a non- 

gendered manner. It is also hard for us not to behave in ways that bring out gendered behavior 

in other people around us. The terms male and female could not continue being such 

important social categories if we constantly did not act in a gendered behavior. That is, if we 

did not continue to act like men and women (Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 2003:50). 

          The interest in studying language and gender began to increase in the 1970s and it has 

become a popular field within sociolinguistics. The research that has been carried out has 

provided us with knowledge about how men and women interact as well as of the ways in 

which their patterns of speech differ. In many societies it is the way men speak that is held as 

the norm to which women‟s ways of talking are compared and judged (Coates 1988:2). 
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Women are often portrayed as inferior and men superior when it comes to language use but it 

is also a reflection of how many societies and families are structured from a power point of 

view.  A language is a structured system of different signs and combinations of meaning and 

form. In this system gender is not only implanted, but often used as the actual content of a 

linguistic sign. English third- person singular pronouns for example make a distinction 

between male and female- she and he, as well as the lexical items girl and boy. Sometimes 

linguistic signs can be associated with social gender. Adjectives such as pretty and handsome 

both refer to something that should be seen as something positive. However, if a boy was 

described as a pretty boy and a girl as a handsome girl it may not be taken as such. 

Someone‟s voice, vocabulary, pronunciation and grammatical patterns are other aspects that 

can signal gender (Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 2003:60)     

          As a sociolinguistic student and future teacher it would be interesting to investigate how 

Swedish students construct gender in their English writing, since the gender issue is present in 

the classrooms as well. One way of investigating this is to compare male and female authors 

and their distribution of the personal pronouns I, he and she and study whether the verb that 

follows is stative or dynamic. Dynamic verbs signify that the subject performs an action while 

a stative verb signifies that the subject is passive, not performing an act. By studying students‟ 

essays written by both male and female students, an indication of the stereotypical belief of 

males being active and females being passive could be obtained.  

 

1.1 Aim and research questions 

The aim of this study is to find out how male and female students construct gender in their 

English writing by studying stative and dynamic verbs. Will they follow the stereotypical 

pattern of portraying women as passive and men as active? My research questions that this 

investigation will try to answer are: 

 

 Do dynamic verbs follow male subjects to a larger extent than female subjects when 

students create gender in their writing? 

 Do stative verbs follow female subjects to a larger extent than male subjects when 

students create gender in their writing? 
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1.2 Previous research and theoretical framework 

 Early sociolinguistic work focused primarily on social class differences but soon it became 

obvious that that there were other non-linguistic variables that were involved in structured 

linguistic variation. For example age, ethnic group and gender. Concerning gender, it was 

recognized that in several speech communities male speakers would use fewer prestige forms 

than female speakers. Prestige is linked to the linguistic forms which are normally used by the 

social group with the highest status. This leads to a standardization process where members of 

a specific speech community claim that one way of speaking is more correct than another 

(Coates 2004:47, 52). Trudgill (1974) carried out an investigation in Norwich to find out how 

the variable –ng was distributed among different social classes. When analyzing the data he 

found a clear difference between men and women. It showed that women used the prestige 

form [ƞ ] to a larger extent than men. Men used the non-standard form [n] more frequently. 

This data proved to be true within all different social classes (Coates 2004:53). 

           Syntax combines words into sentences that express thoughts and propositions. 

Sentences are what describe an event or a situation while syntactic structure may inform us 

about the relations between the participants in those events or situations. Kate hugged Frank 

and Frank hugged Kate contain the exact same words but syntactically they differ and 

consequently in meaning.  In the first sentence, Kate is the one who performs the act (the 

subject) while Frank is the object. In the second sentence, it is the other way around. With 

verbs like hug and many other verbs as well, the subject in active sentences is the main actor 

in the event while the object plays the role of a receiver of the action from the subject. These 

sentences may not directly be about gender, but many English language texts have been found 

in which most of the agents or doers are boys. If present at all, women and girls play the role 

of the theme to which things happen. When a sentence has a content that can be connected to 

sexuality or gender, syntactic choices do not necessarily only indicate something about gender 

ideology, it can also contribute to maintaining particular features of the gender order. (Eckert 

and McConnell-Ginet 2003:72, 73) 

           

1.2.1 The construction of gender, socially and linguistically 

 Immediately after a child is born, the lifelong process of establishing gender begins. The 

colors of the baby‟s clothes and the name it has been given are symbolic attributes that can be 

added to the gender process. Language is another attribute that can be seen as a symbolic 
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attribute. Learning how to be a boy or a girl is something that is achieved by the individual as 

well as the various communities that the individual is a part of (Eckert and McConnell-Ginet 

2003:16f). Before children reach puberty, their vocal tracts differ only in relation to the size of 

the child and not in relation to gender. Thus, a child begins to sound like „a boy‟ or „a girl‟ 

before any anatomical explanation can be given. This shows that children learn how to 

perform gender appropriately by manipulating the vocal tracts to construct higher formants (if 

being a girl) and lower formants (if being a boy) (Coates 2004:150). 

          From a language point of view, linguistic differences between boys and girls emerge at 

an early age. Girls‟ superiority over boys in the acquisition of speech is a common 

generalization claimed to be correct. As early as the age of eighteen months, girls use a larger 

number of words than boys. Research regarding pre-school children indicates that that when it 

comes to gender differences, girls are ahead of boys. Coates (2004) refers to Smith and 

Connolly (1972) where they claim that girls are more fluent and talkative. Before the age of 4, 

they talk more with their mothers as well as with other children. After that, this quantitative 

feature fades away. One of the reasons for this could be different expectations from the 

parents. Due to the previous statement, the folk linguistic belief in how women seem to be 

more talkative than men seems to be valid until a certain age. Lakoff (1974) claims that 

women are exposed to a linguistic discrimination in two different ways; in how they are 

taught language and in which way language in general treats them. Since a child‟s mother is 

the major influence in most children‟s life until the age of five, the first language a child 

learns is a „women‟s language‟. When the child grows older, especially if it is a boy, they go 

through a period of rough talk. This language behavior is probably more discouraged among 

girls than among boys. When children have reached the age of ten, they split up into same-sex 

peer groups. By now two languages are present. The boys have now adopted their “new” way 

of speech while the girls stick to their “old” way of speech. This pushes a woman and her way 

of speaking into a corner because: 

 

“ If she refuses to speak like a lady, she is ridiculed and subjected to criticism as 

unfeminine; if she does learn, she is ridiculed as unable to think clearly, unable 

to take part in a serious discussion: in some sense, as less than a fully human. 

These two choices which a woman has-to be less than a woman or less than a 

person-are highly painful” (Lakoff 2004: 41). 
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 Research on adult language has indicated that in mixed company females talk less than males 

and that this is something that begins at an early age.  Haas (1978, 1979) studied the amount 

of speech that boys and girls produced in mixed sex-pairs. The children‟s ages were 4, 8 and 

12 and the analysis showed that the boys‟ utterances were longer than the girls‟. An 

investigation on classroom talk among 9-11 year old students carried out by Swann (1998) 

showed clearly that boys talked more than girls. The analysis also revealed that all the people 

in the classroom helped in creating male dominance. The teacher gave more attention to the 

boys; the boys used their interactional skills to give more while the girls simply by 

contributing less. Even domestically, women seem to be more passive, not taking up so much 

space. A study of family narrative roles by the dinner table (Och‟s and Taylor 1995) 

demonstrates how mothers tend to play the role of introducing a narrative which the father 

evaluates and judges. The father becomes the one who primarily has opinions and thoughts 

concerning the other family members‟ actions. This helps to maintain the traditional family 

power structures where „the Father knows best‟. (Coates 2004:148ff) 

 

1.2.2 Men and women’s s communicative differences  

 Women and men`s communicative competences also differ. Communicative competence 

means, for example, what members of a speech community believe is the correct way to give 

a compliment or an apology. Differences in communicative competence are a part of folk 

knowledge. For example there is a common belief that women talk and “gossip” more than 

men and that men use more swear words and taboo language than women; statements, which 

in research, have been challenged and turned out to be misleading. Minimal responses and 

hedges are parts of conversational practice where men and women seem to differ. Minimal 

responses are forms such as yeah, right and mmh. Research has shown that women use them 

more than men and at appropriate moments-when the listener wants to show support for the 

speaker. I think, I’m sure, you know and sort of are linguistic forms referred to as hedges. 

Hedges indicate the speaker‟s certainty or uncertainty about a proposition during a discussion. 

‟Tentative‟ is a word that is often used to describe how women speak and that is linked to the 

claim that women use hedges more than men.  The rather small amount of empirical research 

that has been carried out has shown that in some situations women use more hedges than men 

but sensitivity towards the different functions of hedges must be taken into consideration 

(Coates 2004:86, 87, 88). 
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 In conversations where both men and women interact, researchers have found that men speak 

more than women. When men talk to men they typically focus on sports, aggression, and 

competition, teasing and doing things. Women on the other hand, talk about categories such 

as friends, family, feeling and affiliation with others when interacting with each other. 

Women tend to use more polite forms than men in an attempt to develop solidarity and 

maintain social relationships. Men use talk to get things done. They like to play the role of an 

„expert‟ and they are not afraid to disagree and challenge others. These are features of speech 

that can be related to masculinity, authority and power and are examples of features that 

women want to avoid.  When men and women interact on official scenes such as a workplace, 

men tend to think that „their‟ approach to things should be the norm that everyone should 

stick to (Wardaugh 2010:343). 

          Several investigations into the talk of single-sex groups have also been carried out. A 

common observation that has been made is that men tend to ignore and disagree with each 

other´s utterances while women recognize and build on them. That is, male interaction is 

based on power whereas women interact in a way which is supportive and out of solidarity. 

Coate´s quotes Cheshire and Trudgill (1998:3) who has summarized different studies made 

on gender and conversational interactions: 

 

It seems clear that, other things being equal, women and men do have a 

preference for different conversational styles. Women-in most western societies 

at least, prefer a collaborative speech style, supporting other speakers and using 

language in a way that emphasizes their solidarity with the other person. Men, 

on the other hand, use a number of conversational strategies that can be 

described as a competitive style, stressing their own individuality and 

emphasizing the hierarchal relationships that they enter into with other people. 

(Coates 2004:126)   

 

1.2.3 Gender construction in written texts 

  Frej Lysén (2009) carried out a small case study concerning gender construction in 

students‟ writing. They were in upper secondary school and taking an English B-course. One 

of the things she studied was how dynamic and stative verbs were distributed in connection 

to male and female subjects. The students were asked to create two stories, one with a 

female main character and one with a male main character. Fifteen girls and eight boys 
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handed in stories. Her analysis showed that texts produced by female authors as well as male 

authors were consistent with the stereotypical belief that women are „passive‟ and men 

„active‟. In texts written by girls, 36% of the female subjects were followed by dynamic 

verbs and 64% were followed by stative verb forms. 39% of the male subjects were 

followed by stative verb forms and 61 % were followed by dynamic forms. In the male 

texts, 31 % of the female subjects were followed by dynamic verbs and 52% by stative verb 

forms. 35% of the male subjects are followed by dynamic verb forms and 65% of the 

subjects are followed by stative verb forms. An interesting observation she made is that it is 

not the male authors but the female authors that uphold the structure of the predefined 

stereotypes. (Frej Lysén 2009:18-20) 

          Gyllgård (2006) has investigated the construction of gender in Swedish students‟ 

English writing. She collected essays from both female and male students. The topic she 

chose for the essay she wanted the students to write was “A Portrait of My 

Grandmother/Grandfather”. The reason for choosing that topic was because she believed it 

would be regarded as gender neutral. Furthermore, it would involve description since she 

was also interested in seeing how they used adjectives. Adjectives are another linguistic 

feature that distinguishes boys and girls in their writing. Previous research has shown that 

women use more adjectives than men, but she found that there were no significant 

differences between the boys and girls that had written these stories. In total, the girls had 

written 48 adjectives and the boys 46. The girls used stative verbs more often than boys, 36 

in comparison to 15. In the use of dynamic verbs, she found 56 in the girls‟ essays and 49 in 

the boys‟ essays. (Gyllgård 2006)   

 

1.3 Material and method 

Twenty-two students in upper secondary school who all were attending an English course at 

the A-level took part in the essay writing that has been the foundation of this investigation.  

They were asked in an e-mail to write a story entitled “A New Life”. The stories should be 

about a boy/man and a girl/women and no longer than one A4-page written on a computer 

(See appendix). Apart from that, they were given no further instructions, which gave them the 

possibility to write quite freely. They were not given any information regarding what my 

investigation would be about or how their essays would be analyzed. Fifteen girls and seven 

boys handed in essays. Due to the uneven number of male and female essays, the results are 

expressed as normalized scores. The reason for this is to be able to show a more accurate 
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division between male and female authors. The essays have been studied from the linguistic 

features of the pronouns I, he and she and the stative or dynamic verbs that follow, together 

with the extra linguistic factor of the author‟s gender. By doing that, information about how 

gender is constructed in the essays would be obtained. The length of the essays varies but the 

total number of words written by boys 1,840 and 5,249 by girls. The statistic analyses have 

been based on the frequency of occurrences per five hundred words.  A few cases were found 

where instances of the linguistic features to be studied are ambiguous and difficult to 

interpret. Therefore they have been removed from the analysis and reported in a separate 

appendix.  In some essays a male or a female author used the pronoun I to represent the 

opposite sex. Those cases together with proper nouns were also removed from the study and 

have not been accounted for.  

 

1.4 Linguistic factors in the analysis 

1.4.1 The function of the personal pronouns ‘I’, ‘he’ and ‘she’ 

Personal pronouns have distinctions of person and they belong to the subjective group of 

pronouns. 1st person refers to the one who speaks or the one who is doing something (I) “I 

cleaned the house”.  In 3
rd

 person singular, the personal pronouns distinguish gender between 

masculine (he) and feminine (she).For example “he kicked the ball”, she played the guitar”. 

(Quirk, Greenbaum 1973: 101ff) 

 

1.4.2 The subject 

The subject in a clause is what the clause is about- who or what is doing something or who or 

what is in a particular state of being.  A subject often comes before the first verb in a 

statement and after the first verb in a question. It can be a human being or an animal (animate) 

but it can also be a noun such as the snow (inanimate). 

 She walked home. 

 The snow fell for hours. 

(Estling Vannestål 2007:64) 

 

1.4.3 Dynamic verbs 

Dynamic verbs have the function of introducing events in a sentence. They refer to something 

that happens, an action. For example: 
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His books sell well. 

 We talked about her last night. 

 Your son has broken my window. 

They can occur in the –ing form: 

His books are not selling well. 

We were talking about you last night. 

 Your ball has broken my window. 

(Sidney Greenbaum 1991: 35) 

 

1.4.4 Stative verbs 

Stative verbs initiate a quality attributed to the subject or a state. For example: 

I am a Swedish citizen. 

He has two brothers. 

Their children are calm. 

(Greenbaum 1991:35) 

 

2. Hypothesis 

My hypothesis is that the analysis will show that female subjects will be followed by stative 

verbs to a larger extent than male subjects and that male subjects will be followed by dynamic 

verbs to a larger extent than female subjects. 

 

3. Results 

This section will account for the results of this investigation. Diagrams concerning the 

distribution of pronouns in both male and female essays as well as the distribution of stative 

and dynamic verbs will be provided. The diagrams regarding the pronouns are included to 

provide a picture of how they are distributed between the essays. The diagrams of dynamic 

and stative verb forms after using the personal pronouns –I, -he and –she, are given as 

occurrences‟ per 500 words. The raw numbers of the verbs are given and examples will be 

given, where stative and dynamic verb forms have been constructed by both male and female 

writers. For every example given, the author‟s sex is indicated as well as the number of the 

essay. Each essay in its full length is attached in a separate appendix. 
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 All seven stories written by boys had a male main character. Four of them had a main theme 

involving love and three were event- telling stories about for example a meeting with a polar 

bear, a 15
th

 century warrior and meeting Elvis. Out of the fifteen essays written by girls, 

eleven had a female main character, two had a male main character and two had both a male 

and female main character. Five of them had love as a main theme while ten of them were 

event- telling stories about for example: moving away and getting a new start, divorce and 

disappointment, a car crash, a difficult childhood, friendship and being stuck on a desert 

island. 

 

Male essays 

Fig. 3.1 Distribution of personal pronouns in male texts 

 

 

Figure 3.1 shows how the pronouns have been distributed among the essays created by male 

authors. –I and –he are used most frequently which is understandable due to the author‟s 

gender. 
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Fig 3.2 Verbs produced in male essays 

 

 

The total numbers of verbs that were found in connection to the personal pronoun –I were 61. 

23 of them were stative and 38 of them were dynamic. Examples of stative verbs followed by 

the personal pronoun –I , produced by  male authors: 

(1) I was alone in the dark the entire night. ( Essay 6) 

(2) I hated her. (Essay 6) 

(3) I live alone ( Essay 6) 

(4) I was really really tired. (Essay 1) 

(5) What else could I wish for? (Essay 1) 

Note that –I was only used by the authors of essay 1 and essay 6. ( See figure 1.0) 

 

Dynamic verbs followed by the personal pronoun –I , produced by  male authors: 

(1) Like a stone I stood there and watched her run away. ( Essay 1) 

(2) This day the 5 march I confessed to her but as you could hear she said no. 

(Essay 1) 

(3) I closed my eyes and sang a song through the entire movie.( Essay 6) 

(4) I threw up on her. (Essay 6) 

(5) I climbed to the top of a tree and threw a stone at her. (Essay 6) 

 

53 verbs were constructed after using the personal pronoun –he in the male essays. 24 of them 

were stative and 29 were dynamic. Examples of stative verbs: 
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Dynamic 10,32 7,88 5,7
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(1) There was a boy called Gunnar and he had a girlfriend that was a real 

beauty that had a perfect body. ( Essay 7 ) 

(2) His father had been brutally killed when he was at the finals. ( Essay 5)  

(3) He have one wife ( Märta ) and three children which name was Jöns, Kalle 

and Gösta. ( Essay 4) 

(4) And then he realized that they had become friends. ( Essay 2) 

(5) …he was in love whit her. ( Essay 2) 

 

Examples of dynamic verbs: 

(1) There he talked about the big bear and later to his neighbour in telephone.    

(Essay 4) 

(2) He called her and asked for a date on next Saturday 19.00 a o´learys. 

(Essay 3) 

(3) One night when the boy was looking for a  girl in the playboy magazine he 

found her. ( Essay 3) 

(4) When Siegfried finally came to the finals he had to deafeat the undead 

pirate Cervantes. ( Essay 5) 

(5) ...he hugged her and they walked away. ( Essay 1) 

 

The personal pronoun  -she was used the least by the male authors. The total numbers of verbs 

that followed –she was 29, eight of which were stative and 21 were dynamic. Listed below are 

examples of stative verbs: 

 (1) She is beautiful , smart and funny. (Essay 1) 

 (2) She must have thought I am an idiot. (Essay 6) 

 (3) She looked very irritated. ( Essay 6 ) 

 (4) …he asked if she wants to follow him to the café…( Essay 2) 

 (5) She looked pretty depressed… ( Essay 1) 

 

Dynamic verbs followed by –she: 

(1) …and there she came ( Essay 3 ) 

(2) She went forward to him and presentation herself to him. ( Essay 3) 

(3) She took me home to her and dryed me clothes. ( essay 1) 

(4) She chased me out to the street. ( essay 6) 
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(5) …she followed him to the cinema…( Essay 2) 

 

Female essays 

Fig 3.3 Distribution of personal pronouns in female  

 

Figure 3.3 shows how the pronouns were distributed among the essays written by female 

authors. –I and –he is mostly used.  

 

Fig 3.4 Verbs produced in female essays 
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The female writers produced 53 verbs after using the personal pronoun  -I.  34 were stative 

and 19 of them were dynamic. Examples of sentences where stative verb forms were 

constructed are; 

(1) I don´t know Frank, Karen became unsecure. (Essay 2) 

(2) I hope this is the last time I’ll see you. (Essay 5) 

(3) Ohh, what happened I don´t remember it. (Essay 9) 

(4) Halo girls! I had a very weird dream to night. (Essay 10) 

(5) I love my family they are very important to me. (Essay 15) 

 

Dynamic verbs: 

(1) …, I have to watch your little brother you know.(Essay 4) 

(2) I need to talk to Richard…said Mary and opened the door. (Essay 13) 

(3) Okey, it was very nice of you, what can I do to compensate you?. (Essay 9) 

(4) I show a little smile. (Essay 15) 

(5) I will meet  you tonight at 8. (Essay 9) 

 

The total number of verbs that were used with the personal pronoun –he was 72 in the stories 

written by girls. 28 of them were stative and 44 were dynamic. Examples of stative verbs: 

(1) He could never get used to the fact that his wife was dead. (Essay 2) 

(2) He was so cute! ( Essay4) 

(3) He´s not even concern about getting out of here. (Essay 8) 

(4) He had dark brown hair and brown eyes. ( Essay 10) 

(5) He didn’t sound like himself.( Essay 13) 

 

Dynamic verb forms: 

(1) He said that it was nor necessary but I began to nag about it. (Essay 3) 

(2) He held out his hand for her to take it. ( Essay 1) 

(3) But just when she started to wal, he just disappeared. ( Essay 4) 

(4) They fall to the ground and he lands on top of her and then she fainted of the 

pressure of his body. ( Essay 8) 

(5) He hung up on her! (Essay 13) 
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-She was the most frequently used pronoun by female authors. It was used 169 times and 

followed by 204 verbs out of which 79 were stative and 125 were dynamic. Staive verbs were 

produced in sentences like: 

 (1) She was the only one there. (Essay 1) 

 (2) She wasn´t somebody’s wife anymore. (Essay 3 

 (3) Her mum submitted her and her father when she where small. ( Essay 5) 

(4) Something was keeping her mind up and she couldn’t really think clear. 

  ( Esssay7) 

 (5) She didn’t have an answer to that question. (Essay 13) 

 

Examples of sentences where dynamic verbs were used: 

(1) She sat in her window and looked out over the town.( Essay 5) 

(2) She looked out on an wide and endless ocean. (Essay 8) 

(3) She sat in the boat and began to row. (Essay 12) 

(4) For several years, she pestered her moher about them going to Sweden.        

( Essay 14) 

(5) Tears felled down her cheek and she wiped them away. ( Essay 1)  

 

4. Discussion 

As figures 3.2 and 3.4 show, the only category where stative verbs are followed by a female 

subject to a larger extent, is the verbs that  followed the pronoun –I, created by the female 

authors themselves. They constructed 53 verbs out of which 34 were stative and 19 were 

dynamic. Male authors constructed 61 verbs in connection to –I. 23 were stative and 38 were 

dynamic. In every other category, regardless if the author is male or female or the subjects are 

male or female, dynamic verbs are used to a larger extent than stative verbs. These figures 

suggest that there is a difference between how male and female students construct gender and 

it confirms my hypotyhesis. However, the pattern is not as clear as expectecd. Furthermore, it 

both contradicts and confirms previous research. The study conducted by Frej Lysén (2009) 

indicated that female subjects were represented as more stative compared to male subjects, 

both by female and male authors. The present study does not confirm that finding since males 

used more dynamic than stative verbs regarding female subjects. Gyllgård (2006) found that 

girls used a larger number of stative verbs, which is also true for this survey. This contributes 
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to the complexity regarding linguistic studies where generalizations are not possible to make. 

Also, this is a small case study and to be able to to make a real claim whether  females 

actually are more passive than men, a larger study is required. This investigation shows an 

indication of  an existing linguistic difference between how males and females construct 

gender, yet what brings power into this is of a non linguistic character. Gender, being a 

socially constucted phenomenon, is where we need to seek answers to the linguistic 

differences that can be found. This is supported by prior research discussed in previous 

sections. Society shapes language, not the other way around. Eckert and Mc Connell-Ginet 

(2003) argue that the life- long process of establishing gender begins immediately after a child 

has been born- linguistic differences are one of the results by doing so. Learning how to be a 

man or a woman is something that is achieved by the individual and the society that they live 

in. We all contribute in maintaining these strong gender roles by accepting and maintaining 

the pre-determined features that come with being either a man or a woman- this accounts for 

linguistic features as well. 

           Women‟s ways of speaking have been described with words such as tentative, 

collaborative and polite. Men‟s ways of speaking have been found to have characteristics such 

as competative, dominante and challenging. Women‟s way of speaking have qualities that  in 

most parts of society are  regarded  and seen as something positive, while men‟s features are 

qualities that by many people are seen as something less positive. Yet, these good features 

seem to be a disadvantage when it comes to language since men‟s way of speaking is held as 

the norm. 

 The students who participated in this study are most likely not aware of their linguistic 

differencies in how they create gender in their writing. Since their birth, they have been 

shaped by the gender process. How they perceive male and female norms is just something 

that exists based on their cultural and social background and may not be something that they 

reflect upon. Therefore, the female authors are probably not looking at themselevs as the 

„weaker‟ gender category, due to their higher frequency of stative verbs in their writing. One 

must also have in mind that these students are not writing in their mother tongue and how that 

affects their writing is difficult to determine in this case.  

 

5.  Summary 

My aim with this investisgation was to see how Swedish students create gender in their 

English writing. The research questions I intended to answer were: 
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a. Do dynamic verbs follow male subjects to a larger extent than female subjects 

when students create gender in their writing? 

b. Do stative verbs follow female subjects to a larger extent than male subjects 

when students create gender in their writing? 

Twenty-two students in upper secondary school wrote essays that the investigation is based 

on. Fifteen girls and seven boys handed in essays. They were given the instruction to write an 

essay that included a man and a woman and entitle the story “A New Life”. My hypothesis 

was that female subjects would be followed by stative verbs to a larger extent than male 

subjects, and that male subjects would be followed by dynamic verbs forms to a larger extent 

than female subjects. The study confirms that hypothesis but not to the extent that was 

expected. The only category where female subjects were followed by stative verbs to a larger 

extent, was when female authors themselves created –I. In every other category, regardless of 

the author being male or female, both male and female subjects were followed by more 

dynamic verbs than stative verbs. This study indicates that there are linguistic differences 

between how Swedish students construct gender in their English writing. However, the extra- 

linguistic factors such as the socially constructed gender cannot be overlooked in a study like 

this.  
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7. Appendix 

 Male essays 

 

1. - “I just don’t like you!” She said and run from the parking lot!  

Like a stone I stood there and watched her run away! People came and looked me when I just stood 

there like a statue. Me Tony 17 years old single and had my heart crushed for the first time from my 

first love. Funny isn’t it? Her name was Erica 16 years old! Well I can just say that the best girl in the 

world! She is beautiful, smart and funny! What else could I wish for? Oh yea right maybe I want her 

to love me. This day the 5 march I confessed to her but as you could hear she said no. After a while I 

was back into the real life and I just walked home depressed. Why? Just why did she said no? We had 

really much fun in school and actually outside school. Well the guy who can reads girls mind are a 

happy mother fucker! When I came home I sat down on my bed and just sat there a long time and 

then I laid down and fall asleep. When I woke up I stare up in the roof and thought: “Oh damn it’s a 

cat on the roof”. Well it wasn’t a cat up there but I was really really tired! I walked to school and saw 

Erica there she didn’t look as happy as always. I couldn’t go to her and ask her whats wrong. When I 

came to the classroom another friend of mine who name was Jasmine and she said 

- “How is it Tony? You look down!” 

- “Pretty much nothing… This is just between me and… a girl” 

- Ti amo 

 I didn’t know what that meant but I knew it was Italian. She looked pretty depressed then she smiled 

at me and walked away. Just my luck. After School it started to rain and I began to run! After 1km I 

saw Erica stand under a house roof. I wanted to go there and say something I took my first step and 

then I stopped. I saw a guy came to her he was one year older than me and he hugged her and they 

walked away. I was chocked and stood there in the rain and become really wet. Then suddenly a 

umbrella came over my head and I looked back and like a flash of light Jasmine stood there and 

smiled and said 

- “You will become wet if you stand there all day” 

I couldn’t say a word. She took me home to her and dryed me clothes. That night we had really 

much fun and we falled in love and became a couple 2 weeks later. This was the beginning of my 

new life with Jasmine. And I have learned 1 word in Italian… Ti amo means I love you.                                                                      
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2.              A New Life 

It was a man his name was Gunnar, he was very in love whit a girl and he didn’t know how to tell her 

what he felt about her. But he was afraid to scare her because he didn’t know her so well, so he 

wants to be her friend so he can tell her but he was so shy and nerves. One day he saw the girl sitting 

alone on a bench and he went to her, he asked if she wants to follow him to the café and she said yes 

as he thought she would not do, but she said yes so they went to the café and they talked in hours. 

And then he realized that they had become friends. In four weeks they have seen each other and 

now he realized that he could tell her that he had fillings for him. But he wants to do something 

special like go to a cinema and wait to the last moment and just tell her. He asked she and she 

followed him to the cinema and when the film was ending he prepared him self to take hers hand 

and kiss it and say that he loves her. But just when he would tell her a guy on the cinema dropt a 

coca cola on him, the guy apologized to him and Gunnar was alright just a little wet. So they went 

home so he could change cloths but the evening was destroyed, he was a bit embarrassed by what 

happened on the cinema so he could not tell her. Next day he just went to the girl and he told her 

that he was in love whit her. 
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3.                     New LIFE 

It was a girl and a boy who lived lonely with just themself. They had a very boring life and didn´t have 

any friends. One night when the boy was looking for a girl in the playboy magazine he found her. A 

lonely girl in the middle of Stockholm. He called her and asked for a date on next Saturday 19.00 a 

o´learys. The Saturday came and he were dressing up very nice and the girl dressed up to. The boy 

went down to o´learys 18.50 and waited for her, And there she came. The most beautiful girl he ever 

seemed. She went forward to him and presentation herself to him. They ate a good dinner and drank 

some wine. After they eated up they went home to her and took some more glasses of wine and 

then the boy was going home.  

Next day he called her up and they met and just hanging round at her apartment. They looked on a 

movie and then they went to bed. They get married after a while and now they have a happy life 

together.  
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4.         A New Life 

 

Once up on a time there was a boy called Maximillian Vegenius 

and he lives in a small town Orgaminis in Italy. He have one wife 

( Märta) and three children which name was Jöns, Kalle and 

Gösta. One day when they were out in the middle of Juni they 

saw three Polarbear and after a while they thought that 

someone was joking. In a few minutes the bear were side by 

side with the family and the bear were standing on hind legs. 

Later Maximillian took his family and walked slowly to the Ica 

Supermarket. There he talked about the big bear and later to his 

neighbour in telephone. After shopping they walked home to 

make a good dinner It was meatloaf, frensh fries and a hot 

pepper sauce. Then it was time to see Americas funniest home 

video on tv. To be continue. 
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5. 

In the early 15th centaury fighters came to Germany to compete in 

the Calibur Tournament. 

Fighters came from all over the world to get hold of “Soul Edge the Cursed Sword” to become the 

grand master. Many soldiers didn’t make it to the finals because the Calibur tournament wasn’t a 

simple boxing match; it was a brutal weapon duel with only one winner. 

One day the young man called Siegfreid Stauffen entered the tournament. Siegfreid had entered the 

tournament to revenge his father’s death. His father had been brutally killed when he was at the 

finals. Siegfreid fought bravely and didn’t loose a round. He fought in the tournament for many 

months before he could enter the finals. When Siegfreid finally came to the finals he had to defeat 

the undead pirate Cervantes. The fight lasted for hours, Cervantes didn’t get tired because he was 

dead already and Siegfreid couldn’t give up for he had to revenge his father. After many hours 

Cervantes finally let his guard down and Siegfreid could pierce his rotten dead heart. From Cervantes 

corpse the red cursed sword was raised. Siegfreid grabbed hold of the handle and the sword’s soul 

attacked Siegfreid’s mind and drove him mad. Soul edge’s soul replaced Siegfreid’s soul and took 

over his body, sending his soul to the endless void. Siegfreid Stauffen didn’t exist anymore now only 

the Azure Knight Nightmare existed and the knight spread terror through out the land of Germany.  

 

A few years later Siegfreid successfully broke free from his void prison. He knew that he couldn’t 

defeat the power of Soul Edge on his own so he went to search for “ Soul Calibur The Spirit Sword” to 

defeat his dark self…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.     A New Life 
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I was walking down the street when this girl from my class suddenly showed up. She said: 

- Hey, Nebilim, wanna hang out and do something fun? 

- Okey, I said. 

We went to a restaurant, but we didn’t eat. After a few hours, we left. We went to play soccer. I put 

the ball in my mouth. She must have thought I am an idiot. Then we went to see a movie. I closed my 

eyes and sang a song through the entire movie. She must have thought I’m an even bigger idiot. Then 

we went to a zoo. I screamed and ran out from there. She followed without saying anything. We then 

went to a romantic walk in the forest. I climbed to the top of a tree and threw a stone at her. She 

looked very irritated. But she didn’t give up on me. She actually invited me to her place. So we went 

there and just sat down in her bed. I threw up on her. Then she told me that I am an idiot. She chased 

me out to the street. I was alone in the dark the entire night. In the morning I went in to her 

apartment and shoot her with a gun.  

 

That was the worst time of my life. I don’t regret anything. I wish I could bring her back. I hated her. 

But now I live a new life without her. I live alone. It fells kind of good.  

 

Will this last forever? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.    A New Live 
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There was a boy called Gunnar and he had a girlfriend that was a real beauty 

that had a perfect body. They lived in a little house in Sweden and they were 

very rich but pretended to be poor and they worked for a man called Elvis 

Presley…. They were musicians and they had a very good band but it was one 

thing that always was a problem there was someone who destroyed there 

instrument. Later when they had played on a concert they looked over the 

instrument and they was not broken but the next day it was a totally mess and 

now they needed to find out who destroyed there stuff so the putted up a lots 

of video cameras and the next day they saw who destroyed there instrument 

and it was Elvis Presley himself and now they must kill him for that! So when 

Elvis was on the toilet they throw a rock in the window and them hitted Elvis 

right in the face and he died and then they lived happy for the rest of the live.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Female essays 
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1.    A New Life 

Street after street with a countless number of buildings rushed by outside the bus window. Tears 

felled down her cheek and she wiped them away. She was angry on herself for crying, it was such a 

stupid thing to do. This was a great opportunity, she should be happy to get a job like this. But it was 

hard to leave the small town that she had been growing up in. That boring town was her home, and 

had always been. To treat it to a big town as this was hard. She closed her eyes for a short moment 

and thought of all the good things that would come up with this. The bus started to slow down and 

Maria putted on her hat, took her bag in one hand and her ice-skates in the other. The bus stopped 

and Maria dragged her bag throw the aisle and out on the crowded street. She had no idea of which 

way she should go to get to her apartment. Maria tried to ask someone but no one really noticed 

her. All she got was angry or “are-you-stupid?” looks. Self-centered jerks she muttered. She could 

find the apartment without their help. She dragged her bag down the street and just as she could 

sound the corner she slipped on an icy spot and dropped her skates and her bag so all her belongings 

spread all over the street. Maria started to pick her things up and put then back in her bag. No one 

helped her, all she got was angry- or “are-you-stupid?” looks. Maria putted the bag against a 

container and picked up the ice-skates. But when she turned for her bag it was gone. That was it! She 

started to cry and she ran. When she stopped she stood in front of an ice rink. Maria putted on her 

skates and went out on the ice. She was the only one there. She closed her eyes. And suddenly she 

laid on the ice and her arm was hurting. “Are you okay?” a friendly voice asked. Maria looked up and 

saw a young man in her age looking worried on her. He held out his hand for her to take it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.    A New Life 
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When she saw herself in the mirror she became disappointed. Her eyes had wrinkles and the  

hair was grey and colorless. “I guess that the divorce affected me more badly that I thought” 

She put on a nice blue dress and chooses some jewelry. When she took a beautiful ring she saw her 

wedding ring. An 18 carat of expensive gold with a big diamond in the centre. The regret of the 

divorce became significantly and she threw the golden ring on the bed. With big steps did Karen, the 

woman, leaves the room.  

 

He woke up in the early morning. The sunshine shone in his eyes. The arm felt on the other side of 

the bed. It was empty just like the day before and the day before that. He could never get used to the 

fact that his wife was dead. It was now 182 days ago. Yes, he counted. Frank is a romantic man, for 

every day for 43 years he had loved his wife. So when she died, he died to. In his heart at least. But 

now he could get out of the house, he could meet some people. Have a drink and just socialize like 

normal.   

 

Frank ate a big plate with scrambled eggs with only the newspaper as company. Every morning eight 

o clock he takes a long walk. So when the old man walked out of his house and the shine shone on 

him, he smiled for the first time for many, many months.  

 

Karen saw the flowers in her garden. The sunflowers are her favorites. They are strong. It doesn’t 

matter if the weather was horrible, the sunflower does not fall. It just reached to the sky. And they 

are Karen’s role model. The divorce was the best decision. He had been unfaithful to her. She didn’t 

even know that he…could sleep with anyone. It was many weeks between they made love so the 

answer to the question is simple. He couldn’t sleep with her because he slept with someone ells. The 

bitter truth. Karen began to pick the apples from her apple tree.  

 

Frank walked on the street. He sneak peeked on the neighbors’ houses. Any company would be nice. 

It was strange but he really wants to talk to someone. He saw Karen in her garden and went over 

there. He felt sorry for her; the reputation of her divorced was well-known in the neighborhood. She 

is a lonely woman now…and so is he.  
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“Hello Karen” he said. 

“Oh hello Frank, taking a walk again?” Karen put the last apple in the basket and smiled friendly. 

“Yes I am and I would like if you joined me” 

“I don’t know Frank” Karen became unsecure.  

Frank smiled mild and reached out his hand for hers. 

“We could need some company both of us” 

Karen took his hand “Yes, you’re right!” 

And as fast as their age could reach they walked together down the street. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.    A New Life 
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A woman and her son are the only survivors. That is what the newspaper said. People probably read 

it eagerly all over the country feeling sorry for us. She wasn’t somebody’s wife anymore. A widow 

they called her. I asked mum what a widow was. She explained that it is due to that dad is gone 

they’re calling her that. He is at a better place she told me. I’m still a bit shocked, everything has 

happened so fast. Mum says that after the funeral it will all get better but I seriously doubt that I will 

ever be happy again. 

 

Everything started on that afternoon, a hot summer’s day in July. We visited my very best friend Paul, 

his mum and his dad. They have a very big house in the nearby of a lake. I, Paul and his brother Jim 

swam in the lake while the adults were chatting. It seemed to be a perfect day with the bright blue 

sky, shining sun and two happy families. The grown ups announced that they were going inside to 

make dinner. We swam and talked for a while. When hunger came, we rapidly went inside. 

 

Chicken and rise. The light barbequed chicken tasted like heaven. Panna Cotta was what Paul’s mum 

had made for dessert. It completed the whole dinner. It was already 8 PM and it began to be dark 

outside. We thanked them for the dinner and everything. I was the first one to reach the car. I got in 

and buckled my seatbelt. Mum sat down at the passenger’s seat and dad on the driver’s seat. I told 

dad to buckle up his seatbelt too. He said that it was not necessary but I began to nag about it. Mum 

buckled her seatbelt and told me to be quiet. Convincing mum to do it was good enough for me and I 

kept quiet. 

 

Suddenly I saw a flash of light a couple of meters in front of the car. My father pushed the breaks to 

their limit but the car didn’t stop. Another car hit ours and dad flew forwards while the airbag blew 

up. Dad was squeezed in our car. Mum screamed and I couldn’t understand what was happening. I 

grasped for my cell phone and pushed the numbers 9-1-1 .A voice asked me what had happened. I 

felt a calm coming down over me and answered all her questions. Sirens could be heard, I didn’t 

know how long it was since I called.  

 

The funeral is on Monday, in four days. The driver that hit us was drunk and drove in the wrong file. 

Both me and my mum is feeling well physically, but that flashing light is still printed on my eye-lids.  
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4.        A New Life 

Once upon a time there was a poor little girl named Lisa. Lisa was eighteen years old and she lived in 

London with her family, her mom and her little brother. The family was very poor. They could barely 
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afford to buy food. Lisa was so tired of this life, she couldn’t go to school because the money and she 

had to work instead. When she not was working, she had to do everything at home, like taking care 

of her brother, clean the house and so on. And the worst thing was that she had to do it on her own, 

because her mother was a little bit of lazy.  One day when she was out and bought food for the little 

money they had, se saw a boy walking on the street. She notes him a immediately. He was so cute! 

She started to walk towards him. But just when she stared to walk, he just disappeared! She get so 

confused, but she didn’t think so much about it at that moment because she had other things to 

think about, like the food. She went to the store and did everything she had to do. When she came 

home she lay down on her bed and just think about that boy, that beautiful boy. Who was he? Were 

did he come from? One thing did she know, that she wanted to see him again.  

 

A couple of days later it was time to buy food again.  

- Lisa, please, could you go out and buy food again, her mother said, I have to watch your little 

brother you know! 

- Yes, sure I can, she said, and immediately she started to think about the boy.  She went to go to the 

store, it was raining. She ran to the store, she buy the food and whet out to go home, and when she 

came out he just stand there in the rain. She looked at him, and he looked on her. And it was love at 

the first moment they saw each other.  

 

A few weeks later they were a couple. The boys name was John, he came from a rich family, so he 

helped Lisas family with there money problem. A few years later Lisa and John had moved in a big 

house and they had a son named William. Lisas family had no longer problems with there money, 

and everyone lived happy in the rest of their days! 

 

5.  

Everything was quiet on the street where she lived, not even a squeak from a little mouse. She sat in 

her window and looked out over the town. She consulted how it let outside her room. Sudden 
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someone pulls up the door, screams to her and asks why she still is up. She says unobtrusive to the 

old woman that stands in the door that she wanted to see the stars that shine on the sky. The old 

woman sees on her and says since that she will go and to bed now. The small girl sees up against the 

sky and says ”why did you left me here?” The girl sheds a tear and goes to bed.  

 

Her mum submitted her and her father when she where small. But she had no choice. She would die 

gradually and wanted to alleviate the suffering for her man. The man found after some years a new 

love. They married, and she seemed actually to like the child that he had. When the child was 5 years 

died her father in a car accident and hers rigid mum might custody about her. The time went and 

went and the rigid mum became increasingly unbearable. One day when the girl had fulfilled 17 

years and where so beautiful thickset she that common and saw out over the beautiful town. She 

saw a star case and desired herself quickly something. She desired that someone would arouse her 

from the nightmare she lived in. And that common came a where the mean old woman up and 

begins to scream to her. The girl became to sow enraged to ends and ordered the old woman ”near 

decides I over my own choices, and when that day comes then comes you never to see me again!”  

 

Next day sat she only on the room and cried. Suddenly, she consulted someone outside when she 

had the window open. ”are you Crying?” an asked boy. She looked out in order to see who the there 

and might see a boy she never has seen until. Already at first sight they fell in love. As from that day, 

he came in order to visit her each evening, right to until she fulfilled 18 years. That day she went out 

the door, turned around and looked at the old woman and said “I hope this is the last time I’ll see 

you”. Then she left the house. The boy from the street had purposed to her and she said yes. Now 

they have three children, a job and a big house. One night when all are sleeping, she sits by the 

window, looking up the sky and says quietly “thank you”. 

6.    A New Life 

I see her sitting next to me in class. I have seen this girl many times before, but 

I didn’t know anything about her. The only thing I’ve heard about her was that 

she never had a boyfriend, and I wonder how. She’s the most beautiful girl I’ve 
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ever seen. I have never had a girlfriend either. If I don’t try to go to her and talk 

right now, it doesn’t happen soon either. But how can I overcome my fear to 

talk with a girl? 

 

Now it’s a roll call, and now I must listen very, very careful. I must know her 

name, it’s the smallest thing, but still so important for me. I sitting there and 

thinking about her, when they say my name. “Patrick Swan”? “Yes”, I say and 

look at her. She looks at me, and I think I saw a little smile. It’s so amazing that 

she choose to go a France course to, I can’t believe it. I thought that I never 

should see her anymore. The last time I saw her before this was in the summer 

five months ago, when she sat at the beach with her long brown hair hanging 

down along her back. The sun was shining that day, like never before. 

 

While I sit there and thinking at the wonderful summer, I here a voice who 

saying “Now, you and the person who sitting next to you can try to talk about 

your best memory so good you can”. I looked at her and now I saw her smile. 

She asked me if I knew what “je ne peux pas oublier ton amour”? Was mean? I 

said that I didn’t know that, but I mean that I couldn’t understand what she 

meaning. “Try to think about what you really are thinking, and then I didn’t 

say more.” Now I was afraid, she couldn’t know what I was thinking. But 

maybe she saw it. 
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7.    A New Life 

Never ends. The rain never ends pouring down outside. Unfocused on what happened in the 

classroom she almost choked on her tongue when someone poked her in the side and whispered the 

answer to the question the teacher asked. Something was keeping her mind up and she couldn’t 

really think clear. She answered right but in confusion and the raindrops kept falling down like in 

slow motion.  
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That a boy could give a girl so much to think about was inconceivable for her. 

 

In deep thoughts she walked trough the hallways not noticing the person in her mind about to walk 

at the same spot as her. A big crash was the result and there they laid like a Mikado both with 

surprised eyes. The boy who had been in her mind for so long and so intense where in her lap.  She 

couldn’t really breath, just stare. A big smile appeared in his face and he laughed his wonderful and 

special laughter, very well known to her. All this blur that had been occupying her mind simply 

disappeared and it all became clear.  

 

It’s all okej. Soon anyway.   
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8.    A New Life 

The waves floated up on the shore. It made a harmonic sound while the soft ocean wind went through 

the swaying palm trees. Rachel was furious on Tom. He didn’t care much about that they were stranded 

out in the middle of nowhere and that they didn’t have any food or clear water. She sat on a old log in 

the shadows of the forest behind her, and looked at Tom while he was laying on the beach to improve 

his tan. The sun shone right in her face so she had to squint. 

What an idiot, she thought. He’s not even concern about getting out of here! She looked out on wide 

and endless ocean. Would the ever get from this island? Then she looked back at Tom and saw 

something big, black and long coming against him. It didn’t make a sound as it came closer and closer 

to, what she thought, the idiot. Rachel felt the fear in her heart that was beating harder. She looked 

around her and searched for something to throw at the snake and founded stones which she threw. 

Unfortunately, the first stone missed and landed right in Tom’s stomach. It wasn’t a big stone but it still 

landed whit a quite hard “bomp” and he made a painful noise. 

- Hey, what hell!? he said and rose up, looking angrily at Rachel.  

- Watch out, from behind! she screamed.  

He looked around and saw the gigantic snake that now was ten feet away from him. You could see on 

his face that he was scared, he shook in fear. The snake now rose up to and made a wheezing sound as it 

showed its fangs and tongue. Then all the sudden a pear came through the air a hit the snake in its head 

and it fell down in the soft sand.  

 

Later, they were sitting together on the old log. They didn’t know what to do so they just sat there, in the 

silence. Then Tom broke it.  

- Just a little question, where did you get that pear? he asked.  

- It just laid in the sand, she answered. It got quite for a minute. Then he laughed.  

- You should have been eating a bite before you throw it. I mean since you were so hungry.  

Rachel smiled at Tom. He was quite charming, and handsome she thought. Then in the horizon a big 

ship came against them and she knew that this was going to change her life – forever. 

 

 

   



  

40 

 

9.   A New Life 

 

This is a storey about a man and a woman. His name is Tom and hi is a workaholic and woks 

with people, he is a psychologist and he loves what he does. However, the woman is a 

person who works at the nursery and is happy to get home after work. Her name is Sam and 

is a lovely lady in her best years. 

One day when Tom is going home from work early, he sees a woman who is in danger. He 

runs to save her from a tree that is falling over her and he get hold of her in the last seconds. 

They fall to the ground and he lands on top of her and then she fainted of the pressure of his 

body. He takes her to de hospital to check her up, and after a few hours after she wakes up 

again and she see that an unknown man sitting in the room and look at her. She ask him who 

he is. 

Tom- I am the man who saved your life. 

Sam- ohh, what happened I don’t remember it. 

Tom- there was a tree that was about to fall over you, but I got hold of you at the last second. 

Sam- Okey, it was very nice of you, what can I do to compensate you? 

Tom- you can go out to dinner with me tonight. 

She thought for a while, why would she go out with a man she did not know? But he had at 

least saved her so she felt compelled. 

Sam- Okey. I will meet you tonight at 8. 

Tom- beautiful, see you tonight then. 

 

They had dinner in the evening and it was very nice but when they did go home they went 

separated ways and never met again. 
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10.     A New Life 

- Halo girls!  I had a very weird dream to night. 

- Halo Jessie. Oh what was it for dream? 

-  Yeah, it was a boy. A very very cut boy or a man. I don’t know 

how old he was, but he was maybe between 17 years to 20 years 

old. And he name was Nick. He had dark brown hair and brown 

eyes. And he took me to a place how he called Sweden… and... 

and..  

- Haha, JESSIE!  Stop! Haha. 

- What is it? 

- Haha, there is a place how called Sweden. It’s in Europe.  

- Oh, Yeah. You know that geography was not my strongest 

subject. But anyway. It was so nice there and it was like a 

completely different life. I like that place so much!  I was 

healthy there.. 

- Ooh baby, I promise you that you will get well, they will be 

surgical removal of the tumor and everything will be fine 

again.  

- I hope so! 

 

Next day came a new boy to school and he was18 years old and he 

had dark brown hair and brown eyes. 

He talks to Jessie and they become friends and he took her to Sweden 

because he was born there.  

And the day before they would go come a letter home to her saying: 

Dear Jessie, your test results could not lead us to something. So you 

are completely well. =) 

 

So her dream came true. =) 
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11.     A New Life 

She was standing in the sunlight, with a light shadow on her face. The warm wind was blowing in her 

white summer dress and the thin fabric was touching her light brown skin gently. Her blond hair lay 

softly against her shoulders. I had never seen her so beautiful.  

 

When I touched her fingers it was like my whole life was explained. Everything I had ever done was 

meant to lead me to this moment. She looked at me and smiled. How I loved that smile. She looked 

at me and laughed with such happiness that I could feel it myself.  

My girl. I loved her.   

 

My heart started beating. Now was the moment that could change everything. I went down on my 

knee and looked up at her. A loop of her hair had blown in her face. I reached up and put it behind 

her ear. Then I took her hand in mine and picked up a little box from my pocket. Her eyes lay on the 

black velvet box and the smile disappeared. When I opened the box her eyes went bigger and I saw 

the surprise in them.  

 

Then I said those five words I had been practicing on for so long. 

- Will you marry me, Rose?  

Now my heart was beating so fast that I could feel it trough my chest. She looked into my eyes and a 

warm loving smile came back on her lips. The few seconds before she opened her mouth felt like 

forever. But then she laughed a bit and caressed my cheek easy. My heart stopped beating as she 

said the one word that would change my life forever. 

- Yes. 
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12.      A New Life 

There was once a little girl named Lina, which lived on an island far from land. 

One day she decided that she wanted to go ashore and visit her old friends. It 

was one early morning and she began to build herself a boat, because she 

had just a broken boat. From the beginning it went very well for her, but then 

she noticed that she did not have enough planks. Lina went into the wood and 

began to chop wood, lots of wood, so she could take the planks and nail up it. 

A few hours later she was completely finished with the boat and she drug the 

boat down to the sea. She sat in the boat and began to row. three days later, 

she had come to the country and saw her friends standing around waiting for 

her. She jumped out of the boat and ran to her friends and hug them. She was 

so happy to see them, she had missed them so much. Lina decided to stay in 

the country and never, never go back to the island. And that’s the story of Lina 

who once lived on a desert island. 
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13.    A New Life… 

…alone. 

At first, Mary looked forward about moving. She was tired of her old life with all the same people and 

the same routines every single day. But when she met Richard, everything changed. He came out of 

nowhere and took her heart. She loved him so much, and she didn’t want to leave him, loving him 

this much. Mary tried to talk her mother out of moving, but she was unreasonable! Every time she 

begged her mother, she just said “No, we are going to move, and there’s nothing you can say or do 

to make me change my mind!” So everything seemed hopeless. 

- Richard, what are we going to do? Mary asked her boyfriend. 

- I don’t know… The only thing I know is that our time together is precious, and we can’t waste it, said 

Richard. But Mary wasn’t eased by his words at all. Didn’t Richard love her as much as she loved him? 

She didn’t have an answer to that question. When it was only 1 week left, her mother came in to her 

room.  

- I have to talk to you Mary. I know that you are upset by us moving, but it’s the only way! We can 

have a brand new life, just like you wanted, and now I will have a much better job. We can be a 

family again! Your father and I, we have been so absent… I cannot let that happen again, don’t you 

understand? 

- No, actually I don’t understand at all! Now when I’m finally happy, you want me to leave?  

- But Richard can come visit you anytime you like. It is not that far. Only 5 hours from here! 

- Can you just, get out of my room please? I need to talk to Richard… said Mary and opened the door. 

Her mother walked out of the room slowly, looking at her with worried eyes. Mary ignored her, and 

when she was alone, she called Richard. 

- Hello?  

- Hi Richard, it’s me. We need to talk. 

- Yes we do. I’m not home right now, so I’m just going to tell you over the phone.  

- Well, what is it then? said Mary anxiously. He didn’t sound like himself. 

- I’ve…We can’t see each other anymore! I can’t do it, it’s too hard! The distance, everything! 
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- But don’t you love me? Mary was near tears now. 

- Of course I love you, but I guess it isn’t enough… Suddenly, the phone was silent. He hung up on 

her! Mary started crying, and big tears fell out of her eyes. Now she was truly alone. 
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14.     A New Life 

 In London it once lived a girl named Sarah. The year was 1996 and she was 16 years old and she only 

lived with her mother and her older sister because her father had died in a heart attack when she 

was only five years old. When she was little, she and her family lived in Sweden, Laxsjö because her 

father was from there. But when he died, her mother decided that they would move to her 

hometown London. She didn’t want to move but she had no choice. Sarah had a lot of friends in 

Sweden, and the one she missed the most was her best friend Lina. She also lived in Laxsjö and they 

practically grew up together. Ever since Sarah was forced to move to London her biggest wish has 

been to go back to Sweden and visit Lina. For several years, she pestered her mother about them 

going to Sweden. But her mother has always said that they could not afford in. But on the day of 

Sarah’s 16th birthday she got an envelope with a ticket in it. When she looked closer she saw that it 

was a ticket to Sweden, and she never thought that she would get a present that good. A week later 

she flew to Östersund and when she got there, was her old best friend standing there waiting for her. 

They went home to Lina and just talked about old memories and watched movies for a few days and 

then it was time for Sarah too go home. She never met Lina again but that was a trip she 

remembered for the rest of her life.   
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15.    A New Life   

It’s hart to know that everyone in my class hate me. I don’t really know why but I think 

I am not a girl who wants to be just with girls. I am on a girl school and I hate it. It’s so 

boring without boys. They are funny, great friends and they don’t talk shit about any 

one.  

 

My name is Samantha Evigan and I am 16 years old. I live in Texas with my family. 

Mom Hanna, Dad Paul and my big brother Dean. I love my family they are very 

important for me. I can talk to them if I need it.   

The girls in the school are very girlish. And I am not like that. But that don’t means I 

am lesbian. And that’s the problem, every one in the school are thinking that I am a 

lesbian.  

 

In the school it’s like it is. Many, many girls and evil eyes. That funny. I am just 

ignorant it and go my way. I missing boys and they humor.  I like to be with them and 

just chilling. I don’t have friends in Austin any more. Because of that every one thinks 

I am lesbian.  

After the school I am talk with mom and she said that I can move to another school in 

Austin. That’s was a good idea. The school Aikos is a school for girls and boys and 

it’s not so far away. I can take the buss.  

The first day in the school I was nerves. I am sitting in the buss and look at the 

schoolchildren here. Many boys and that’s good. So I talk to one. “Hey, my name is 

Sam I am new can you help me?” I show a little smile. “Sure, my name is Kent and I 

know that you are in my class because the teacher have sad it to us.”  

My first day started good.  

 

Its not completed!!!      
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Removed material 

So when Elvis was on the toilet they throw a rock in the window and them hitted Elvis right in 

the face and he died and then they lived happy for the rest of the live.     

So when she died, he died to 

She would die gradually and wanted to alleviate the suffering for her man.  

One day when the girl had fulfilled 17 years and where so beautiful thickset she that common 

and saw out over the beautiful town  

Yes, sure I can, she said, and immediately she started to think about the boy.   Your father and 

I, we have been so absent  

So when she died, he died to.  

And he name was Nick ?  

But when he died, her mother decided that they would move to her hometown London.  

- I‟ve  

He asked she  

“Yes I am and I would like if you joined me”  

I asked mum what a widow was  

I‟m still a bit shocked, everything has happened so fast.  

Mum says that after the funeral it will all get better but I seriously doubt that I will ever be 

happy again.  

I, Paul and his brother Jim swam in the lake while the adults were chatting.  

 I was the first one to reach the car.  

 I got in and buckled my seatbelt.  

I told dad to buckle up his seatbelt too.  

He said that it was not necessary but I began to nag about it  
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 Convincing mum to do it was good enough for me and I kept quiet.  

Suddenly I saw a flash of light a couple of meters in front of the car.  

Mum screamed and I couldn‟t understand what was happening.  

I grasped for my cell phone and pushed the numbers 9-1-1 

 I felt a calm coming down over me and answered all her questions.  

Sirens could be heard, I didn‟t know how long it was since I called.  

I see her sitting next to me in class D 

I have seen this girl many times before, but I didn‟t know anything about her.  

The only thing I‟ve heard about her was that she never had a boyfriend, and I wonder how  

She‟s the most beautiful girl I‟ve ever seen  

I have never had a girlfriend either  

If I don‟t try to go to her and talk right now, it doesn‟t happen soon either.  

But how can I overcome my fear to talk with a girl?  

Now it‟s a roll call, and now I must listen very, very careful  

I must know her name, it‟s the smallest thing, but still so important for me  

I sitting there and thinking about her, when they say my name.  

Yes”, I say and look at her.  

She looks at me, and I think I saw a little smile.  

It‟s so amazing that she choose to go a France course to, I can‟t believe it  

I thought that I never should see her anymore.  

The last time I saw her before this was in the summer five months ago, when she sat at the 

beach with her long brown hair hanging down along her back.  

While I sit there and thinking at the wonderful summer, I here a voice who saying  
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I looked at her and now I saw her smile.  

She asked me if I knew what “je ne peux pas oublier ton amour  

I said that I didn‟t know that, but I mean that I couldn‟t understand what she meaning.  

Try to think about what you really are thinking, and then I didn‟t say more  

Now I was afraid, she couldn‟t know what I was thinking  

I mean since you were so hungry.   

She ask him who he is. Tom- I am the man who saved your life.  

I had never seen her so beautiful. When I touched her fingers it was like my whole life was 

explained  

 Everything I had ever done was meant to lead me to this moment. How I loved that smile. 

She looked at me and laughed with such happiness that I could feel it myself  

My girl. I loved her  

I went down on my knee and looked up at her.  

I reached up and put it behind her ear.  

Then I took her hand in mine and picked up a little box from my pocket  

When I opened the box her eyes went bigger and I saw the surprise in them.   

Then I said those five words I had been practicing on for so long.  

Now my heart was beating so fast that I could feel it trough my chest  

I don‟t know… The only thing I know is that our time together is precious, and we can‟t 

waste it, said Richard.  

Yes we do. I‟m not home right now, so I‟m just going to tell you over the phone  

- I‟ve…We can‟t see each other anymore! I can‟t do it, it‟s too hard! The distance, 

everything!  
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Of course I love you, but I guess it isn‟t enough… Suddenly, the phone was silent. He hung 

up on her! Mary started crying, and big tears fell out of her eyes. Now she was truly alone  
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   STORY 

 

Karin Estliden is a student at the C-Level of English at Högskolan i Gävle. She would like 

some material for her essay. She is interested in reading how students on the A-course of 

upper secondary education write in English.  

 

For her to be able to compare your writing, you need to have the same theme and the same 

starting point: 

 

 Write a story entitled:”A New Life”.  

 The story should be about a boy/man and a girl/woman.  

 The story should not be more than one A4-page written on a computer. 

 Send your finished story to per.estliden@zonline.se and I will forward it to Karin. 

 

 

Good luck and thank you for your cooperation! 

Karin via 

Per Estliden 
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